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ORAL HISTORY
of

MRS. ALICE ELLIS.
interviewed
1700 Septembor, 1986,

Mrs, Alice Vietorio #11is wes born on the 17th November, 1097 at
Lobbe Uole, New South Wales, the sixth child of Thomas and Agnes Eldridge.
Alice's mother Agnes, had bheen the daughter of a comfortable sheep properly
ownetr, where with ber eight brothers and sisters she had led an sctive life
shoring the work load of cookiuy, cleaning, laundry and gtneral hand,

Aliece believes her mother suffered considerable disenchantment nfter her
marrviange as she bhelieved Thomas Lo be in a secure joh, Alter a big wedding
Agnes discovered Thomas was o worker at a big mine at Kiandre,  llere many
English and Chinese fwmigrants Jived in miserable conditions trying to erke
out a living while rnduring fmpoverished living conditions.  Recollections
of anti-Chinese feeling resulting in killing nlso creeps into Alice's story.
When the mine van ont of producti un, these immigrants were stranded poverty
stricken in o foreign Jand.  Alice's first memories are of her mother living
in o house at Labhs Mlole desperately struggling to feed herself and her childyen
on 8 subsistence iacome, while her husband lived uear the mine at Kiandra.
When Lthis mine failed Thomas found work as o [ rm labourer, returning to the
worked oui mine with his mates whenever the opportunity arose,  Even &5 n
farm 1abouver he did not live with his family.  UMis [leeting fortnightly
visits home seemed Lo yield 1ittle except an additional child occassionnlly,
titereby increasing the burden on Agnes,  Alice believes in [act that Agnes
and Thomas lived most of thedlr worried 1ife in this manner; Thomas away at
work while Agpen tiod the treadmill of cleaning, providing and caring for

the children,

Alice’s ehildhood mo o' 0 poflect Agnes® concern with survivel,
caricned by ehildlike nrapks and foarg, disciplined by Agnes's tall and stately
Figure presiding over hey corveect table where hihfﬁ\iiljing concluded Lhe
evening menls, Theiry food sunplivs of flour, sugar end-tea were collectrd
from Kiandra Ly Agnes,  Leaving the childien in the core of a relative, she
would ride ene horse omd lead another olovg the svmetimes treacherous path.
Some hills cansed Agnes Lo dismount and walk the horses aronnd the most
dangerons precipices,  With ecach ovder come 2 large bag of boiled «nd
converstaion lollivey o token of good will from the store keeper, This trip
would involve-nn entive day.,  Loiled puddings were a favourite as Lhey wer
economical and filling, and the bread was all home made, Jellies were 50l
by ever so gently climbing up the side of the water tank and lowering the
mould into Lhe wolev,  This was retvieved by scooping the floating jelly
ol with a bucket and it was heaven help the child wio lost the jelly.

A creek rin close by wileh provided water for o very lavge vegetable gnwiden,
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Buckets were made Trom keosine drums; one drum cut Ia half made two child
size buchets.  Laovge Ling  which onee contained the rove luxury of fruit,
made excellent dippers, AMice's brothers made and attached Lhe handles,
These implements were used Lo carlt Lhe water for the vegetahle garden,

This work was both heavy and hacavdous as one day a black snake wrapped itself
around the leg of Alier's sister.  learing her screams and seeing the snake,
Agnes ordered the ehild Lo stny still,  Eventually the snake unwrapped itself
and slid awpy while the ehild, Alice vemembers with a twinkle in her eye, was
not much help for the rest of Lhe day, Rabbits were also part of the staple diet,
Alice would take her Lrans out and sel them 1ate in the evening, returning
with & kerosine lamp at 6,30 p.m. OFten this yielded three or four rabbits,
before the traps were rvesel again,  Une night as Alice was resetting a L ap

a kangaroo jumpnd over her,  Startled and scared she lost the lamp and had to
grape her way home in the dark, Her mother, enquiring where the lamp was upan
her return thought it very amusing when informed

"the damned kanggroo got it,”

Alice had to return next morning snd find it, Besides making rabbit stew,

the rabbit skins were dreied on wire the shape and size of an enormous hairpin,
Alice sold these for one shilling.  Turkeys provided Lhe egyg supply plus
poultry for some meals, while gonts provided the milk, Each goal had a bell
around it's neck to eanble it's owner to find it.  After school the children
had to bring the goats home,  Aice recalls the children were very like
mountain goats themselves a5 the gosls stayed where they were found and the
children had to scale some high places to herd them home.  Sometimes they
would not return till ncarly dark.  Their mother would often be out looking
for Lhem, She kept 2 Iarge hell in ense any child became lost; the sound of
the bell ecould lend theam home, Alice eonnot reeall getting lost.  There

was always someone selling fish ceught in the river nt Lobb's llole and corn
meat which was far too salty, came [rom Agnes' father, till he died.

The lighting in the house wias candles initially which were replaced by kerosine
lamps,  DBeds were wooden bunks made by Thomas, with chopped up corn husks in
bags, used as mattresses,  lessian took the place of blankets, Alice remembers
Lthe strong smell of the corn husks when two or three beds were in the one room,
When # wooden slat broke, Agnes wis Lhe one who would repair it,  Agnes also
make the children's clothes; underwesr was made out of flour bags. Other
clothes were wmade out of o stronyg cheep material and for best the girls
received a red twill deess,  This was kept clean and lasted for years, \\\\\,z/
Alice hated L,

Ihe one Leacher, fifteen pupil school was approximately a twenly minvte
walk for the Eldridge children,  Alice's [irst teacher was a man who didn’t
like Lobbs lole so left and his replacement was a woman.  Slates and chalk
(later slate pencils) were Jimited because everything was rubbed out, thereby
placing great dewands upon a child®s wemory,  Arithmetic sums, for example,
were wrilten on the bBlackboard of o worning; if these were not finished 2t

senool, the cuild had to rememory them nnd complete Lhem at home.
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Alice was lahelled o duance hy her Leacher (whose face is indelibly etched in
Mice's memory while the name eludes her),  Whether Alice was labelled n
dunce because her memory failed the slate board system we will never know,
however lahelled she was and stood behind the blackboard,  One day the teacher
decided that Alice's time could be more productively spent so armed her with o
matchbox and sent hee in seprch of manna,  Manna was small white lumps of dried
blossom that fell fiom o certnin iype of tree and was delicious to eat,
Possessing o lively sense of humour, an unkind feeling toward her teacher,
and the opportunity, Alice Filled the matchbox with a mixture of manna and
the white part of bird droppings.  The test came in the tasting and the
daintiness which the teacher cmployed in savouring the "manna’ quickly turned
to hostility as she applicd Lhree ‘cuts® (sharp slaps) to the incorrigible
Alice, Uhen Aliee told hier mother the teacher said she was o dunce, her mother
morely renlied
"Well =0 you are,"
The journcy home [rom school wis filled with its own delights. The Eldridge's
neighbour had wn orchovd of (ruil trees with a fence,Lhat any child could climb
through, as proteclion, [t was peach season; to dangle such o delicacy in
Cront of hwngry children seomed Lo invite trespassers, Aliece was up the tree
with peach in hand when Lthe orchard's protector fired the salt peter. Unharmed
but. mobilized hy the sting (ns it stung and smarted badly) Alice dropped the
peach amd scampered home,  The orcharvd protector and owner followed with a
bucket of peaches in hand and an explanation for Agnes.,  The children hy
climbing Lhe trees were hreaking the branches, If they only asked he would
give them a peach, e 1efL the peaches as a gifl, and left Alice Lo receive
further punishment from Agnes,  The peach supply was also banned, This was
the mode of Alice's childhood spent in & small house which consisted of o
kitehen and n couple of hedrooms. Agnes kept the earthen floors swent with
brooms she made herself (or made by the young children) out of grasses or o
particular shrub, Each branch of the shrub cut to ensure a firm even broom,
When Alice was about twelve years old two things happrned that altered her
life., ler fathee had received an injury which, although minor, resulted in
blood poisoning. By the time he was brought home to Agnes, Thomas was seriously
i11; lacking the medical knowledye we have now, it was only » matter of weeks
before he died. The second ocecurvence was that Alice went to live with Agoes’
slater Sarah dackay, Saruh's hushand owned an hotel in Adaminaby plus # hig
shrep stating v cight bedroom homestead on it, For five shillings ;or
week Lie young Mieo Jdid 013) Lhe cloaning, laundrying, cooking for the Muckay
oiily. [ wns now the twelve year old Alice who was woken every morning at
daybreal, tyrod tae eome Lrendunill Agnes did (olthough under different cixnum:‘g/
stances) to fall into bed exlavsted at midnight.,  When siiearing season came
so did twanty Five axtra mouths to feed and 1L was Alice who prepared the menls

and provided mountiaing of morning and afternoon teas.
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She stil] eringes at the memory of catehing her sleeve on a doornob ond
dropping the eighteen good plates she was carrying. Auntie had something
to say about tiat,  Thon when it was convepient Alice wis also conscripled
to skin and elean siieep ready for her to cut up the next morning, Alice's
uncle commanded obedienee with the aid of his stock whip,

Within o year of her coming to live with the Mackays, Alice wis sent to
stay with a cousin, to assist his wife during the latter part of her
pregnancy.  Somowas bhe caretaker of the defunct Kyloe mine which was situated
three miles f(rom town, [t was following a day of heavy rain that Mrs, Clugston
felt she needed Lie widwife Lo come, By now Lhe creek was (looded with the
water over Lhe lootbvidge.  Sam told Alice she must walk to Lown to bhring
the nurse a5 he could not find the pony,  Alice believed he eould find the
pony but wis reluctont Lo cruss the flooded creelk, Srm also argued that if
anything should happen while he was away Alice would be useless so it was hetter
for her Lo qo. thus Alice wis foreced to walk the three miles to town in the
dark, which neeessitnled crossing the flooded footbridge on the woy Alice
recalls the water wos alvendy waist level when she was going inte town.  After
[inding the mnrse and her Chinese husband they then boarded tie sulky owned by
the Chinese husband aud headod back to Lhe Clugstons., The pony wrs (logged to
foree iL to cross Lhe flooded creek,  Mrs, Clugston was of smnll build and
with each of her [our pregnancies birth was difficult.  The nurse stayed two
days hefore the baby was delivered: the (ivst.

Bock at the shcekays, Alice beceme good friends with her cousin Sarah; all
the work could not dim Alice's mischievous nature and Alice found a kindred
spivit and ally in Savah,  Snrah made delicious cakes and pastries while Alice
prepared other foods, It wag Sarah who organized her brother to leave a pony
and sulky some distanee from the house so the girls could sneak off to the
dances al Adaminaby. It was 0lso Sarah who accompanied Alice when they both
left the properiy "Mountain View' to find jobs in Sydney. The seventern year
old Alice found o waitressing job at Sergeants but one glimpse at all those
customers terrified the shy country girl. Auntie Sprah meanpwhile, vecognised
ey need for Alice and wrote Lo Snvah to ask Alice to return.  The five

shillings per week she had veeeived for the past five years would be inecreased
Lo ten shillings, plus Auntie wonld give Alice tweaty pounds bonus if she
would veturn.  Gladly Alice 1eft her Lerrifying wiitressing joh and returned
to Ltie familiar drudgery. Not only was it shearing time when Alice returned,
but Unele was hoving up to ifty weekend house guests from his hotel: all of whom
had to be Fed,

Altiough the dackays helped the widowed Agnes by giving her Lhe jobh of
laundress for the hotel plus the occassionel clolhes, their relationship with
Alice was always employer and domestic help,  This is evideneed by an
accident Alice had. Auntie Sarhh wished to post hev daughter two dozen cyys

which were pnciked in 2 Len tin.
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They owned a fine car but thought it more thrifty to send Alice to town onm an
old race horse: an unsuitahle mount for Alice to begin with, A couple of
miles [rom hoge the horse put its foot in @ rabbit hole and threw its rider.
Concerncd when the viderless horse returned home, the Mackays searched fov
Alice in theirv eav, bul when they found aer brulsed and Ladly shaken but
well, they senl her home on » pony, The car was too goud for her,
Tronically Lhe house guests did Aliee o favour as despite the extra work, .
the constant contael with stvangers gave her confidence.  Patening old
clothes and making them Tagst she quickly saved sixty=two pounds, Alice
arranged with the mailman to weet her next day when she was packed and taken
to Cooma, Hove she Tound employment w5 o domestic in an hotel which paid
twenty-nine amd sixpence poi week: nineteen shillings more than she had reerived
from Lhe Mackays.  This was the Lype of work Alice continued in until she
marricd in Junee on Lhe Tth July, 1921,

While Ayice worked for her aunt she was able to see her mother fairly
regulariy, as foliowing Thomas' death Agnes had moved {rom Lobbs lole for
employment and now lived ot Adaminaby,  However when Alice left for Cooms
and Inter Jdunee, visits with her molher were jmpracticnl, From that poiautl on

she was very much on her own,
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ORAL HISTURY

of

i, RBUTH EMELYN CROLL
intrrviewed
Mth September, 1906,

Fredorick Bloore, Government nppointee in Maurituis before hecoming

a school Leacher in the Newenslle area, and Ciristopher Lean, settler at
Fosterton, were the grandfathers of our subject MRS. RUTH EMELYN CRCLL.
While living with his wife and three children on the island of Maurituis

in the Indian Ocean, ofF the African coast, Frederick Bloore was forced to
take six months leave due Lo i1l health, He decided to use this opportun-
ity Lo make the theee month trip to Australia where he found the climate
enjoyable while the business prospects were promising, e remained in
Australin, urgently sending o message to his wife Lo pack up and follow
him, Frederiek's daughter Leda was eight years old when she made the

brip with her wother ond two sililings to Australia.  The Bloore's settled
in the Neweastle area where Frederick quickly found employment as a scinol
teacher; anyone with cducition and of suitable cheracter qualified for Lhis
role. Following n hriel appointment at a place Ruth believes was ¢nlled
Eggleton, in the Newcnstle Port Stephens area, Frederick became [ivst
Government appointed teacher al the Dungoy School, Prior to his aproint-
ment Clergy had run the school,  Thus Ruth's mother, Leda, lived a refined
and relatively comfortable 1ife priov to her marriage to John Lean,

John Lean was the third of the six sons who inherited the eaually divided
property of Chrvistorher Lean,  towever the Lwo youngest sons were noi
happy with this prospect, as Lhe division of the property "Figtree' lhad
left each son with quite small portions, so these Lwo seclions were divided
again cqually bebwepn Lhe vemaining Cour sons, This proved to be Lhe
heginnings of o bnsteally self contoined community & four sons plus Lieir
wives and In time their sixteen children,

Ruth emphasizes the strict role of women during this period of
Australiaon history,  John, who was cousidered o progressive man, wis
emphatic that 9 woman's pioce was in the home and therefore would never
entertain any thought of Leda assisting on the land,  Still Leda's work
was harvd, demanding and constant, Roy, John and Leda's first born
arvived in 1900 with Buth Tollowing in 1902,  The brother aml sister were
Jood mates.  In 1907 when o school was opeued, on land dopated for the
purnose aboul @ mile from the Lean home, Ruth was sent along at the young
age of Tive yenrvs Lo make up sufficient numbers,  Due to lifestyle sand
sheer physical effort in getting to and from school, children usually beyan

school later Lhen five years of age. Tie school at that time had staggered
finishing tims with the boys being dismissed half and hour before the girls,
The idea was that the hoys go straight home.  Ruth had to cross a river

by using » swing lridge on her way home and from this vantage point she
could see the boys swimming some distance up Lhe river.
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Instend of going straight home the boys had stripped of [ and gone

swimming in the nude,  On onr occasion Ruth prused on Lhe swing bridge so
wateh the Loys romping in the water, Bue to ihe distance kuth was

wnable to see anyLhing she wias not supposed to see, owever someone told
on her and she veecived throe suneks from the teacher for looking,

The disobedient boys who hod failed to go directly home, but instead

were exposing Lhemgselves while swinming, were overlooked, When Ruth was

a big sehool givl of seven and Roy nine years old, they were informed there
was going to be another baby.,  Horror of horrovs! An intruder; Ruth and
Roy were united in theiv jealous and hiostile thoughts to the unknown infant.
The newcomer was to be delivered ot home with the assistance of o midwifle
Mrs, Kennedy. Prior to dlrs, Kennedy's arrival, Ruth had been taught to
make junket in her enihusiasm to learn cooking.,  The unhapry twosome

were also insiructed Lo obey dMrs, Kepnedy for the period that she would be
earing for them while thel v mother rested,  Somehow the midwife learnt
Ruth could make junket und demanded that the child make one junket every
dny.  This losted fov a forinight.  Ruth grew to dislike junkel and

Mrs. Wennody. Finnlly Moriel arrvived: o lovely child with o sweet
dispasition, hut it tool o long time before her brother and sister
appreciated her. Roth reenlls Lthe infant Muriel oflen sulfered hecause
of Ruth and Qoy's uankind behaviour toward her,  The cousins all combined
to create their own enteviainment when chores were completed: there was a
tennis court and cricket was a favourite, It was # Cull life and the

children were peyer idle.  Ruth wes also given her own gavden plot »lter

one overoealons but indiscveet nitenpt at weeding hdr mother's.,  The

childien alse made tennis nets for the courts using macrame, likewise
hammee e amd Fiahing nets wore made in Lthe Sawe way, Their cinlhes were
all wade at howe dncludiag tuc anderweor from flour bhgs, Wax was hought
Lo moke their gwn candles onud ehitken fat was used in the s0ap making.

Fowls in fact proved an important assel. Not only did they provide
the Fut for sotn, plus egys ond poultry, but their feathers were woshed
in warm soepy witer, dried by haing leid oul on paper and tossed ot
intervils, then vaed fur mottresses ond pillows. (The blankets were
the forerunners of the ones we use itoday.) Any broken china was smesied
up very finely oand fed to the fowls ns shell grit. There were fruit trres,
a large vegelable gardon plus erops which included coru,  The cory wos used
to feed the fowls opd pigs with any surplus being sold, Sugar bags would
he made inte aptans or covers for the animals, The milk produced on Lhe
dairy farm had to he separated before the eream was sold,  Rorely milk
was sold fs it was oll needed Lo foed calves and pigs.  In time the Leans
received weekly visits (rom n baker, butchey and mailman which eased m

solved the need to make hread and kill their own meat,
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Up Lo thirty ehitdien atiended the Fosterton school where you could
attend till the Lehool leaving age of fourteen years or grade six. futh
worked harvd in ovder to obtein a bursary as she saw this as being her hope
of continuing at school, She hoped Lo pursue an necademic career, perhaps
as a tencher, and fell if she earned the fifty pound per year bursary il
would verily her smbition,  The twelve year old succeeded and travelled
by train on a  Mowndey morniag from Dungog to Maitland where she attended
the Maitland Girls High School,  She boarded at o private hoarding house
with twelve other students during the week, returning home to Dungog on the
Friday aliernoon train,  Two or thres other Dungog girls shared Lhis routine
with Buth, futh felt fortunate enjoying the uncommnon opportunity of a
secondary education, Uowever il was not to last as # message from her
Cather informed her of her mother®s i1l health, thereby necessitating Ruth's
return home to take conbrol of the housework.

Life at "Figtree' hnd sulfered change over the past Cfour years.
About the time Ruth went to Maitland school her Grandmother and Grandfather
Bloove had vetived und come to live at the Lean®s,  WiLh the advent of
Warld War 1, Ruth®. Unele Willie Lean had joined the defence forces and was
earning n poor two shillings per day, In order to assist the finances,
his wile began o boarding house, filling her house to overflowing with
boarders., John and Ledn took Willie's two youngest children to live with
them to assist Willie's wife in hér endenvour,  Indeed Ruth losL the
privacy and privilege of her own voom with the war refugees who now
inhabited her fomily home, duth was nearly spvhhtﬁﬁﬁiginn she returned

home to keep house iill her mother's health returned and she was restless.
Sick of housewo k and with her 'pin feathers' showing, she was ready to [ly
the coop.  An intelligent mind, stimulated by a secondnry education

and coupled with new hoiizons, Ruth haulked at  being shackled to the
repetition and restrictivencss of 'woman's work'.  However living condilions
did imprave alter the war, Rerosine lamps had replaced candles, Now home
produced nectylene gas was puaped through to the rooms for lighting.

Ruth's Camily enjoyed o built in copper while others continued to do their
Iaundry in kerosine tins on open fires.  They were also one of the first

to install o bath and have o bathroom. Previously bathing had bLeen done in

a tub in the kiteheny ecoch fomily member taking their turn according to

their age, [he water for the batih was either from tanks, or in dry

weather, cavted in malk cans Lrom the river, Ruth's father also owned

the areas fivst 'T' model Foid ear,  The steep Wallarobba Hill on the

ruad Lo Maitlnnd used Lo conse Cobb and Co, pussengers to dismount and walk
up and down the hill as it wes too steep for the horses to pull any extra
tead over, Now it still proved an obstacle s the Ford could not ieceive
the petrol flow wien going forward np such a steep incline, so the curs

were foreed to climk In reverse, Than

T
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Then Lheve wos the advent of Lhe telephone,  futh reealls her family
shared a party line with John's four brothers and Lheiv families,

It wes diffienlt Lo epnjoy » private coaversation as otiaer people trying

to use Lheir phone could inandvertently listen to your conversation.

The telephone wvas used lov Lusiness and privote calls,  Ruth points out
that codes becnme necessary in order to keep ones private and love life,
priviate. Social neensions increased after the war,  There were more
dances; one of Leda's friends of dancing age would always be engaged to
chapervone Ruth and be responsible for her behaviour. 1t was etiquette

to ¢all on a family you may like to befriend, and in return they would

eall on you,  Uavvest time was apother socinble time as neighbours clubbed
tagether and efficiontly completed all  the harvesting ns a teem,

At night the voungsters would take their Jamps and continue the shredding
and biagying of crops in sheds amidst much singing and merriment, Thus

Lhe sting ol the uwrgent and hard work the harvest entailed, wis reloxed,
Family eelebrotions or summer pieniecs were held hy the river while dances
and copeerts during winter happened in tie school hall with an accordian
and violin providiug the music. People wonld walk miles to see a 'iagic
Lantern' saow, Ihis was Lhe early slide projector displaying its nictures
on a sheet,

The Depression years gnve Ruth wer only break from 'woman's work'
during this poriod. Johm told his eldest daugiter he could now only
afford to house and feed her, so following n short course at the local
Convent, Ruth found employment in an office of a Lransport company,

At one point during her restless years, Rufh thought marviage her

only rscape from Dungog. She yearned to sce whall whs over the hills to

the post, west omd north. After ¢areful delibrration Ruth decided that
marriage te # Methodist minister was the best chance as this offered new
horizons every three years,  Alas not one of Lhe Methodist ministers at
that time succumbed to Kuth's charms,  Finally however after seven
years of waiting it was the son of o local timber mill owner who Luth
married, Ghe helieves time and the nesting instinct finally wrought

Iter contentment,
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Mergarel Hudson
OIF.C.

Thursdoy movning.

While intervinws with ecighty cight year old Mrs, Alice Ellls #nd
eighty four yeav old dyo, Muth Croll confivm that the role of women in
enrly twenlioth reatwry Wstralin wos subjeet Lo male dominance, it also
displn¥s the subjection of children te parents plus the wastelessness
and innovotiveness of Lhe genernl population,  Thomas Eldridge, the father
of Alicr, wns » compuleive gold miper, It would nppear he practised o
degree of deception in stating his Tinancial position to the woman he honed
to marry, thereby reducing Agnes fyom s life of economic security nnd hard
work, Lo that of ain imnoverished wife imprisoned in the daily drudge of
motherhood.  Whether Agues chose to live nwoy from the Kiandra mine in
an oattempt Lo madutain here level of inherited dignity, we shall never know;
what we do know is that in Alice's wemory her parents rarely shaved the same
roof for perviods bevond o few doys,  While the independent Thomas worked
havd at his employment he s0ill enjoyed 2 freedom unkown to Agnes. Her
long hours were enught wp in sliecer survivaol,  She shouldered Lhe respansible
struggles of n single perenty wiile being burdened with the emotional mill-
stones of morrviage, that is the extra pregnancies bringing extra mouths to
feed,coupled with the lonsliness and concern for her absent husband.

Thomas had sucecessfully albeit ignovantly reduced Agnes from what Anne
Summers would define as one of Gad's Police to o "Drmned Whore': Agues
aqualifying by her membership of the "Casunl Poor', Perhaps this is hest
illustreted when we consider Agnes® sister Sarah Mackay., Due to a

financionlly pradent morriags Sapeeh was freed from most of the physical

and omotionsl struggles,  iler condescending tokens of [inancinl assiXtonce
to Agnes and \lice elfectunlly ingralaed thelr low status by placing Ll
in veeeipt of charity.  Lhis charity was sufficient to maintain life but
never consciously allowing Agnes or Alice the opporiunity to achieve any
dignity or self tespeet.  Societiers role women haphazardly Tound themselvns
in not only sepiated womas Lram woman but cansed an hierarchical chasn
between sisters,  dhus vulucrable lecause of sex, linoncial need 2nd being
the age of a child, Aliece was exploited by the rabbit skin buyer naying ler
less than Agnes belicsced due, and on adult mwle covsin, Sam Clugston, who
preferyed to risk the bwelve year old 1ife in the flood, rather thon his own,
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mErgaret ludson

0.F. G,

HNowever it was Lhe six yeaes of virtual slavery for the Mackays which
veally highlight the exploitation and contempt for the poor. Excessive
working condilions plus adulil cesponsildilities, miserable wages ond total
lack of selfl confidenece kepl Aliee o prisoner,  Tie degree of finaneial
exploitation is seen when eorping ten shillings per week Alice escapes to
Cooma and reccives twenty wine and sixpener per week Far thie same type of
domestic work and shiorter hours,

duth placed greal emphasis vpon the acceptable role of women in her
experience, She quickly points out that her father, Tohn Lenp, was
consfdered 2 progressive thiekey in his time and insisted up on the
segregabion of work: o woman"s work was in the home.  This undoubtedly
was progressive ot Lhat point in history »#s prior Lo this time there is
evidonce which testilicrs thal women were nol only expected to he child
bearers and reavers, plus eoaplote all household requirements, hut also
assist Lhe lmeband on Lhe lxml in A variely of occuputions., This corsider-
ation foond Jolin's wife Leda, as Lrapped in the nouschold duties as Agnes,
However Leds escaped the finaneis! burden plus the lood of tolal manage-
ment and discipline of theiv childrven, as John was & considerate and ever
present lhusband, Lhe cpisode with Buth being punished for watching the
hoys swinming also iaplies secicly®s double standards. TFirstly, the hoy
always being dismissed Tivst hiuis a2t the privileges extended to Lheir sex.
Secondly the ounishmentslhiows ny inconsistency in what is fair: surely the
boys leiteving plus nude swimming should have been as offensive to the morel
police s Ruth's "wotehing®. The facl Ruth, and not the boys, was punished”
speiks of how cosily »nogirl, still immoeent of sexunl motivation and
diflorences, could trespass in o male ordered society., Likewise Ruth's
ambition and reasons Tor maveying a Methodist minister also TFVPﬂlﬁffﬁ:H\\
sheer Iack of choiee nvnilable to a female, when a girl is prepared Lo
sell hevselfl in marvigge in ovder Lo gain an opportunily to travel.,
similar oceuvance also happened when Rulh wished to nursue Nursing; until
Loda diseoversd n brusted friend who was # matron in a Brisbane hospitol,
she would net entertain the thought of Ruih entering # world of strongers,
unciaperoned,  Was a single women she was gainfully enployed, that
vulnerable i Lhe wale sociely and 0 s0 why did the fathers act for hetino
protection?
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It must be noted Lhat ohiie HBoth hoad Lte forfeit ber correr as a Nurse
or teacher, her broiher Hoay olso fopfeited his cubition te enter Law.
Roy did not share the oo Ting far Jhe Jaad his father had and thus hoth
oy and duth were denied thely carvcers due Lo Lheir fatier's standavds,
Likewise Vi o ek fard vork o and deprivation through poverty
hefore and after wor Focia s promatuee dontl, mt s0 did her brothers,
oo compire apd contrast the historics of these two women wio
In the 1900°s enjoy o Tricadship together , each posserssing o lively sense
of humour ond o %een mbw!, we discover the similarites of their lives und
thot of thedr mothers.,  The abhoryence of waste coupled with the need,
which caused hroken grackery Lo b teroed into shell grit and empty froit
tins into dippers, is to be found in each 1ife,  The conscription of both
the privileged settlers duughtor and the impoverished niners daughter into
domestic work; the natursl gift of every woman as propagaida would have it,
It is intevesiing that Ruth aspires te elerical and teaching positions;
both employmeuts econzidorved suitable in the expanded view of womans work,
However both arve still male dominant areas and Rulh enjoys employment only
when it is convenionl ta her Father, Agnes and Leda, the mothers, both
came from [inancinl 1y securve childhoods and after marringe both were
imprisoned in domestic duty.
It is #lso in this avea of domestic duties where we find Agunes and
LnQn contrast, Jeha aad Thonis support the theory thoat where men arve
situated on society’'s hierarehicol lodder determines how they trept their
women, John the settler, proves a considerate husband to Ledn; while we
camnot definitely contribute the velatively small number of children (three)
to John's consideration, we do know that he insisted the children he
re ponsible for Lhe tidiness of their rooms, and it was he who compelled
Ruth to take over the home duties. On the other hand Thomas, an employee,
displays deceit and neqleet of his wife. ilv also was the father of nine.
The contrast continues ia the standards of Jiving, Tronsport was o noticable
factor; for Alige to leave the district meant isoletion while Kuth's family

covld afford the then luxury of travel,
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The nrivileged settler’s family a2lso enjoyed feather mattresses, woollen
Blankets and wooden floors, while the miner's foamily endured mattresses
stulfed with corn husks, heasian blankets and earthen [loaors, The selfl
esteem of Buth apd Alice g nlso at odds, Ruth enjoyed a self confidence
which enabled her to aim for ond cope with a secondary education awany from
howe,  Alice weanwhile wis tald she wns o dunce by her teacher and had
this confirmed by her mother,  She also fled Sydney as a teenager; too shy
and devoid of sell confidence to eseope her aunt's exploitation,  The [act
these ladies cujoy o mitual respeet today is o comment upon Alice's
scholarly potential if wurtured awd not condemned as a child, It is
noticnble in Buth’s story that tie War and Depression influence her lile
while these evenls seem insiguificont in the lives of the poor,

This veseacch supports the claims that a woman's lot was determined
by the men in her 1ife; wonmen's ability te design their own lives extremely
limited, While thiaz npplicd clearly to the finaneinlly poor, their rich
sisters endured o similar situation under the facade of more matervial
comfort, TL also reinforees the extra exploitation sullered by poor
women bhul perhans the soddest and most ironie of all is that women were

as gullty of inllicting oppression on other women as men were,
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