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The {first  thoughts of a monetary system for  the new
colony of NMew South Wales,  began witho the nesd o raplace
the barvter system operating within the colony. Within  the
first threse months of the new Governor's arvrival, Lachlan
Macouaris, Fhe  had turned his attentions to the guestion of
this vital replacement .

This intent led to a recommendation, Lo establish =&
bank, and to that fact he wrote Lo Lord Castlersagh on 12th
Maoroly 1810,

Discussions between Macguarie and the Judge Advocate,

Jiakim Wylde, were given swift action. Macguaris gave
ingtructions to hig secretary, J.7. Campbell, to invite a
selected few of +the merchants and magistrates to "a

friendly consultation on a subject of much  interest and
importance from & comnmercial point of view. ' 1

That mesting was held on the, 20tk November 1816 at
Judge  Advocate Wylde's offices ,  da which fourtaen people
attended .

In March 1217, the newly formsd bank was almpost ready to
open. After suitabls premises had been selected in Macguarie
Flace, =& two  year rental  of 150 pouncs per aonum was
reached. The first day of business for the new Bank of  New
South Wales was Saturday Bth April 12170 The new bank  was
now establiskhed.

Expansion, for the bank, camg after the depression of
the sarly 1200's and by the middle of the 1840's , business
was starting to regain it's strength . During this tims  the
bank began to expand snthusiastically. Ih built it's first
cowmtery  branch  in Bathuwrst N2 W, and then on thse  Huntee
FRiver at Maitland N.S.W.

The inspsctor’s lebtters of the Stk & 10tk May 12583 were
sent  to bhe board of divectors in Sydney and they  approved
= the lease of premises in main street Maitland for  the
immediate opsning of a branch. The assistant secretary of
thee Bank was  to go to Maitland immediately  and  take a
supply of notes and coin and oather stationary so  that naw
business couled be commenced.

Dn  thse 17tk May 1852, the boavd of dirvectors appodntes
Mr Edward Swine , to the position of clerk with & salary of
125 pounds per annum.

On the Z27th September 12b53 the boarcd agresd to pay money
for the sxztansion of the banking premises in Maitland, In
Novemebr of  the same yesr, the board approved  that  the
galary of the Manager should now be 500 pounds per annom.

In Octobker 1254, it was resolved that an allowance of
ongE guinsa be maddae to the massangsr at the Maitland branch.



During the month of October 1254, numsrous forgeries were
macka . on oan account held at the branch. The Manager wreobe a
letter to the Board of divectors in Sydney. The  bank
instructed to  advise Mr Saunders,  branch Managsr at tihe
time, that rno blame cowld be attributed to Bim and that hes
Mad acted with ordinary cagbisn.

The bank ran & survey of the various jobs done by each
member af the staff Lo asssss reguest for salary  increass,
It was foursd that the salaries were to be increased and new
salaries wouwld be computed from the 1st Januwary 1855 The
clerk, Mr Swire from 200 pounds to 250 pounds per savmum ansd
Lhe  Junior, Mr Close,from 100 pounds to 125 pounds  per
ST

In the first Ralf of the year 1257, a new bank was set up
in Maitland. It was thse Joint Stock Bank . This bank of fersd
interest on depositts ancd the BEank of New Sowth Wales  oliod
not . The Manager of the time, reguestsed that e be allowsel to
do the same in ordey to compete with this new opposition |
bt pernission was  refused,  althowgh it did allow Mim to
refrain from  charging a transfer fes on exchange's with
Sycinay .

During September 12852 the bank decided to assess  the
availability of land +to be purchased, with the view to
building a vew bank . On the 4t Movembsr 18520 a pisce  of
land for 1500 pounds was purchased in High Strest Maitland
with a frontage of 97 fest by 454 fest.The builder chosen to
complete this building was dismigses in June 1860, when the
Fank declined to actept the surities offered by him.

In Octaober 1262, the Manager of Maditland branch acvissd
Syiiney that there had bzen a vrobbery of the mail leaving for
Tamworth on  the 17th and that & parcel of 274 pouncds  in
niabes Rad been stolen.  The steps wers then Ltaken o have
the notes prevented from being paid.

In June 1863, o match the interest given by the Joint
Stock Bank, the Bank of New South Wales would of fer the same
rates of interest, 3,4 & 5% on fixed deposits for 3,6, & 12
months respectively, (=TBRY the fact WES L rEmain
Lnadvert igesd .

In August 18538, the sum of 227 pounds was  spent on
repaire  and additions to ths premises at Maitland  and the
large sym of 20 pounds was to be used to purchass new
wffice & howsshold furnilture.

Betwean  the yesrs 18832 & 129392 the Bank made numerous

domations to the flood ralisf in Maitland.  In May 1892 the
ank donated 20 pounds Lo the River Embankment Fund  at
Mai t1and. Other bank’s in the district were also

contributors  to the many relief funds that had been set  wup



in the distyrict for the many victims of the flooding.

Maitland Branch remained the same virtually op kil
1960,  when the olod bBuilding was demolished and a new
structure erectad. At the tims it was a most modern Duilding
in old worle Maitland and most bank staff wers keen to work
there, That building is still standing, alihough renovations
to the interior and to some exitent the sxterior, will be
undertaken during 19858-9.
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TAFPFE S UMMARY

This interview was conducted with Mr Edward  Swinton, a
retived bank manager of the Bank of New South Wales

Mr Swinton  Joined the Bank of New South Waless in 1932 at
Uralla N.S. W, at the age of 15. The interview starts with Me
Swinton recalling the first days of his banking career. IL
recounts his first salarvy, and how a wages freeze was
applied for two yvears to his wages during the height of Lhe
deprassion. He describes the country way of lifs for people
of the thirties and how the community in general treated the
bank staff of the day.

Tvr 1229 the bank transferved Me Swinton to Fiji after he
haod volunteersd his services., He relives his many memoriss
of  the famous people he net abosrcd the ship that was Lo
transport him to the Pacific Isalnd, where he was to spend
Mis next 2 years. He recalls ths simple way of living on Lhe
igland and how during that time he  travelled egutensively
throughouwt  on working for the Bank . He aguainits s with a
few anusing momnents of life at one of the branches and tells
af the incident where one of the branchss was robbsd amd oo
clue to the whereabouts of the monsy or men responmsible were
ever foaund.

When World War IT broke out, he was still in Fiji. When the
Dank replacsd him,  and he was to be sent back to Australia,
P fourel it difficult to get & ship bome arnd when be did, ke
Lhen becams strandad in Auckland ,  Mew dealand for 5 weeks
without  the bank paying for anything. UWhen he finally  had
sacured a passags back to Australia, he recalls that Gevman
raicers had been sesn in the vicinity and the ship had to
sail as Tar south as practicable and thern on b Melbourns,
where  the ship finally berthed, From there he had to  maks
his way back to Sydney . at his own expenss, whers he then
Joingd the Army. He was sent to New Guines . He served wilth
the Army for 4 years,

O leaving the Army in 19246, he rejoined the Bank and was
then  sent  to country NS W., whare he served in various
small towns before moving to Sydney, as his son had  becoms
111, He continused to work in Sydney for over 10 yvears and on
becoming  manager ,  he returnes o the country. After & few
more  years he returned , once again to Sydney where he
remaingd until his retirement.

Mr Swinton now lives in retivemsnt in East Maitlandgd with his
wife,

Mel issa Withers,
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This interview was taped o the Sth August 7982 with  Mre
Edward Swinton, who worked for the Bank of New South Wales
from 1255 4o Mis retirement 40 veasrs later.

Well I suppose the starting date is the 9th February 12332
whan I joined the Bank of New south Wales at Uralla. 1 was
not gquite 16, well I7d lived away from home with relatives
before and 1 khad to go a&nd board with an old couple  there
and he was 27 amd his sister was 25 or somsgthing likse  that
ano ke was a friend of Billy Monkton, who wused to roam with
the outlaw Thunderbolt., He wrote a book later on calledd
"Three Years With Thundsrbolt”, I of ten wused to hear stories
about  Thundertolt and he was shot and burded at Uralla,
Anyway it was there was 5 on the staff at Uralla incloding
the Manager and I was the junior and the first job I had was
adovressing  envelopes and 1711 always remember that [ must
hMave addressed five or six bundred of them things in the
first three days | was there and in those days you dipped
yiaur  pen in the ink wall and blotted carefully it wasn’t as
easy as writing these cays. Um and then I suppose I did the
sual  jundiors Jobs like the postages and helped the  Ledsger
Kesper write up his passbooks and things like that.Um
hecause [ suppose yvou still have them but  swditors come
around  every now and agdain. There was a very much feared
auditor  in  those days wihmse callsd Finch always known  as
Jacky Finch. He had a glass eye and he wsed to look over his
glagses at  yvou and you naver knew which was his glass ayve
Chaugh) But ah they all uwused to hold him over your head sort
of  thing if the postages didn t balance and what not  you
know Jacky Finch woulc get yow. Anyway he came one day. They
always wsed to land in at five past three. There’d be a
Evnock at the doeorvand in woulsd walk the auditors and grab ke
Tellaers cash and grab the postage box balance them aned T was
a hapermy  out the first day he landed (Qauwgh) I 711 never
foarget that I was very scarvsd about it Bub ah we did  the
sl thimgs  in  those days we balanced ledgers s
averyithing on Mondays not on Wednesdays as it later  changed
to oand T supposs it was the same or probably is the same now
Bt if youw didn t balnace youw stayed there untill  vou  did
whather it was 12 oclock at night or 2 in the morningyouw had
Lo balance that night,

MW: not quite as harsh now

ES: It was then. We ah you dicn’/t go bome until everything
was balanced. Thers was one famous occasion whers the
ledgers were out & penny, wasn’t in our branch, but we used
to hear about it and they searched for three days and three
nights for that penny and eventually they found & fly  ad
got  dinto the ledgers and been squased and his leg had come
o and made & perny Clawgh? But ahh 1 forget where it

Fappened I knew the branch at one bime ,  But ah anyway wm
in  those days kids in Banks got pretty good times and  in
town  people asked yvou out and all that sowght of thing., 1

went up to a placewith a message one dayand the psople there
gsaid Oh are yvou Lthe new Rlokes from bthe bank are yvou and 1
azid Yes and OR you better come wup on Saturday Afternoonm all



the people  come uwe here anod theie relations wsad  to cone
vt town on Saturday afternoonm and they 4 o play  tennis
there and that/s how I got to know people was ah  playing
termis  eveary  Satuvday afternoon. OF course in those  days
Saturday was late shopping night too, it wasn 7t & half
tmliday for anyone except banks ano Post Offilces in those
days. But um zll the shops opened untill about 2 oclock  at
night. It was a really itwas a good day /cause  you  metb
avaprybmoady that came in from the country who you got o Enow
people Lhat way but ah Uralls was really & nice little town,
it was a friendly town and what with temnmis I played hockey
onscassionly with the local beam we used to go up to Armidale
and play uwp there. Armidale was only 12 miles away
mecassionly  you ‘d go up to Armidale to  the pictures at
night. Thers was a service car went up and youw could get the
midnight train back. So you know  that was an outing.

MW Arel bew Loy odicd youw stay at Uralla Branch?

ESt I stayed thers 12 months and then [ was shifted Lo
Lismore, In those days Lismore ard Maitland were said to bhe
Lhe worst juniors jobs in the whole bank, and ah I was ssnt
to Lismore it really was a very busy job too, we had 10
banks there and we did local exchanges twice a day ancd the
clearing house was in the ah Gueensland National Bank which
was n2xt door o bhe Wales in those days and yvouw used to
take all your work in and it was written up in books  in
those days, youw didn’t have maching slips or anything you
wrinte every cheque separataly  in an exchange book and took
those in and  then you raced back into the Wales and  you
machined everything and made sure the totals were right  and
then  went back into the clesving house amd sigred  for Lham
you wern toallowsd to sign for them wtill yow o checked them
but  later on they relax<ed a2 bit and abh  and we were allowed
te sign just for the total and bring them in and  machine
Lhem  and if they wers wrong you rang the obther bank up and
checkesd it owver the phoneg that was a little sasier. EBut it
was  a vary good town Lismore and I had a terrific time
there a goood crowd of young people and I used to there was
a lot  danges and that sort of thimg on Lo ogo o a Lot of
amateur theatricals I did a lot of those there ,Rosemaris
arpd Countey Girl anod Brewsters Millions.

MW A there was no girvls working in the bank at that time?
ES il had two girls two or  thres o Lismore  shaff,
incidently one thing I did mean to tell you harking back  to
Uralla they had girls in banks in the First World War they
tovak them on as a tenporary measure sort of thing and  they
hacd an old file, you know the spikes that you put things on
pieces of paper on well each ledoer keeper had & spike  in
those  days  and each time youw postad a  chegueyou put the
cheque over on the spike and they used to say you wern’t a
true  ledger keeper untill youw had spiked youwrself, put the
spike through your hand and I saw a girl do that one day not
in Uralla but in Avalon Beach actually she slammed a chegue
on it oand put it straight thoough the palm of her hand, but
ah they had a spike at Uralla which had a removable bottom
o base on it and inside that base was & little slip of



papar and it had the signatures of all the staff of the
bak  in 1916 on it and ong of them was the earliest  women
taken  wom in ble bank curing the war and she was my  mothers
cousin , she later marvried one of the local graziers around
Uralla and shs was still living theve in fact she is still
alive now, she would be 24 now. That was quite interesting, 1
suppose it 8 still there shouldn £ think fthat fthey  would
hiave destroyed it,has these 5 signatures of &1l the statfof
the bank on it

MW: Then after Lismors?

ES! AR well I stayed in Lismore two angd & half years  and
incidentally T was a little bit lucky there as thers was a
relief Jjob coming wp on the 4th ledgers thers we bad 4
sets  of ledogers bhere and I tried very hard to let me  have
it . Anyway they put another kid on and he was & mate of
mive thsrs and bhey put Bim on oand he paicd a chegue that hea
been raised from 1 ponund to 10 pounds and of course it cost
Mim 2 pownds bBe had o pay the 9 pounds back =0 T still
reckon I wouldn © have paicd it but it was a very bad and how
e did it T odon b o know,but I gposel would have too you know,
you da these things at times so I was & bit lucky there, but
I staysd in Lismore two and half yesars before I was sent o
Barraba  and 1 was sent to Barrvaba as ledger kgepsr and  in
thoss  days nobody thowght of ah preparing anything for you
like & posecdivng howuse or anything amd I got o Barrasba the
train got there about oneg oclock in the afternoon and 1
landed thsre and it was show day and 1 cowlodn 0 fing
anywhere to board (laugh) eventuslly I got a voom  for the
night down one of the local pubs so T had somewhere to sleep
at least that night and the next day I found board at a pub
at one of the obher pubs but [ was paving twa and six a
wezlk  more Lhan I owas getbting in salary @so that wasn/t very
goocl I ohad to get a bit of help on that and the hank never
gave youw help on anything in those days that wowlsd be  the
last  thing they d think of but abh I didn t mention before 1
gtarted on & salary of 104 pounds a yvear  and  about six
months after I joined that was pretty much still  in  the
deprassion  ard  all salaries in Australia were rvaeduced by
2.22% 1 think it’s the only time it’s ever happened that
wages  have  besn reducsd T odon’t think it’s  sver Mappenad
since anyway insteacd of reducing mine they left me on  the
same  salary for 2 years and then gave me a rise of 3 pounds
a yesar which was not an awful lot of money I don’t think but
anyway that was that. Barraba was another little town  like
Uralla and a friendly little place like Uralla and Lhe
people  were good and actually I'd been to school with & lot
af people Ffrom around Barrabs aod Uralla for that matter and
so I new & fair amount of people. Anyway | only  stayed in
Barraba & months arnd then I was sent down to Sowth Grafton
as ledger keeper there, that was a slightly bigger branch ah
I aklh it was more well it wasn't & coastal town but you  were
¢tloser to the coast we used to go down to the beach on a
Sunday by ah sometimes they'd put on oan excursion beain on
down to Coffs Harbour and sometimes a ship would go from
Mzitland ah Souwth Grafton to ah Coffs Harbowr and ab you’d



get  up and get the ship at six o'clock in the movning anl
gat  odown to Coffa Harbouwr at 10 o'clock thaen you'd leave
ajdain at 4 o'clock in the afternoon and be back  about =
o'olock  at night bt ah that’s how we went o the beach  in
those days very few people had motor cars there just wern't
that many cars about I s'poss

MW Arng then aftsar Sowuth Graf ton what Jdid youw do then?

ES) Well from South Grafiton I was sent Lo Suva and Fiji I'd
put. my name on the civcular for it back while I was in
Lismare to akr they wsed Lo call for voluntesrs in those days
and I put my namse down for Fiji for some  veason not New
Guinea for which I was very pleased later on and anyway |1
was gent to ah Fiji on the ah Maraposa which by any
standarids even today i8 & lwsury liner  but it was  a
beautiful ship , & big white ship, and I shared a cabin on
it with a fellow naned Garnst Carreoll &and he was the agent
for in those davs for Fullers Theatres in Melbouvne and  ah
later onm he becams General Manager of Fullsrs Theatres bub
he  was on his way to abh Auckland to ab pick wup  the Marcus
Girls you probably wauldn’t remenber them but you'd remember
Bok  Dyer  well Bob Dyer came out with the Marcws Girls in
Lhose  days  aned ah that’'s how Me came o Australiabut  ahb
Garnet introduced me to a lot of pegople on the boat and I
Fad a wow of a time but ah there were some very famous
pample on it as well people who were famouws then , one was
Ella =Shislds who haod been a lsading actress in London  from
the Firgt  World WUar onwarcds course she was pretty  old by
that time but she was & great old lady and I got to know her
quite well , we became friends on the ship and 1 used to
Bave suppsr with her every night but she always had & little
bottle of stout for supper ,  she died not long after  the
sacond  World War ended T remember sesing her death , she
must  have  baen nearly 90 then ,  she was as lively as  a
cricket and she to dance with her you'd swesar you  were
dancirg with a youg gicl you Enow she was  light  on her
feet. Another travellsr on the ship was Ruth Draper and she
was ah she used to a monologuws I don’t know what they call
Lhem now Bt oabl she ool sit oon oa blank stage on a  chair
armd  carry om a conversation you could see  that ses
gverthing she meant youw to see sort of thing she un was
guite  famouws on the stage in Sydney and Melbourns in fact
she was world famous.

MW In what year did yvou go Lo Souvad

EZi OR 1238 that was and I got there in August and the first
Munich  crisis was on in September and we all thoowght war
wasgeing  to break out then but ah it didn’t it was another
year hafore it broke owut | Anvway I ah spent a year in ah on
Suva actually I was sent to Suva as the result of a forgery
ton they only had 2 ledger kespers there in those days  and
they sent me over as & thirved ledgery keeper and abh it really
ab  even for threse ledger keepers it was a pretty heavy Job
and it’'s no wonder the forgery had been paid withowt guery
and  the  Lhen General Managse who o was later Sir Alfred
RDavidson um personally wreate to the ledger keepers there and
told  them he didn't hold them to blamse for the forgery e



knew  they were overworksed and it was such & good forgery.
fnyway 1T was  sent Lo Lavoyka as  second officer and
incidentally, talking about the war the day I left Suva to
o b Lavouka was the day War broke ot and ab we wsesd  to
go W to Lavouka by ship, by Burns Philp trading vessels and
thay wouldn't Jet us out of the harbour that morning because
they  thought there was a German radder hanging  about 20
miles outside the harbour, o we sat on the ship about 2
Mours before  they’'d let us owt of the  harcbour, eventually
they let ws owt.it’s only about & or 8 hours  Lrip wup
there . We got  wp b Lavouks  abowt 4 o’clock  din e
af ternoon . I went down the, we went on bo some of the other
islands  and then she called in the next day on her way back
o Swva  and the feller [ was taking over from 9ot on the
ship and went back over to Suva so it was just a swap over
rzally as they only kept the secord of ficer there 12 moniths.
Lavouka was only a little dsland, there were oanly 19
Europsans on the island about 2000 Chinese and Japanese and
probably  about another 2000 Indiang and that was it amongst
tiwe Europsans there were only 2 Europgan givls, Thers was no
picture show on the island , therse was no telephonse o the
main  dsland  if  you wanted to ogo to Suva for the  weskend
you hired a launch and ah went accross to the main  island
and  where the launch wsesd to dreop vou therewas no whavrf  or
anything you hopped out of the launch abou 200 yards out and
you  always took & pair of sandshoes with you  and  waded
atcrogs  the resf on to the shore and prior Lo lsaving
Lavouka  you'd sersl a cable to Suva and got & taxi wup  there
o mest  you and then when youw wers going back  ta  Lavouka
youw’ o do the same thing in reverse vou's got the taxi up and
warded] out and met the lawnch back to Lavowksa,  That was  the
way you got away for the weekend.

MW o vou waere only on Lavouka for 18 months?

Zi oyes . They kept the manager thaere 2 years , but ah the
managsr bthat  was  there when I owas therse was  married so
things wern’t so bad for bhim but the bBranch was never
intendecd for a married officer and it was Jjust a little
bad Leding with somse space wpstairs that reslly wasn't
upstairsg youw  climbed wp a ladderto ah get wup  there and
that's how they used to go home at night sort of thing they
climbad wp the ladder or whenever thaey went uwup  to the
premises  they climbad up the ladder and agot  into their
quarters that way.But sh we had an old Fijisn messenger  on
Ll shtaff there, I think when I was thave he oust bave  been
nearly =20, probably more which was very oldd for & Fijian
most  af them died when they were about 60 somewhere between
50 and &0, in those days. But ah old Normean used to telld
goms  bell  ws he'd been there since I think ke joined  the
Bank sometime in the First World War and be'd been  there
ever since sort of thimng, He was a great old  fellsr old
Movrmar,  But ah Lavouka at one time was the capital of Fiji
bt bhen they shifted it o Suva but you s6ill got a  few
ghips  into Lavouwka and they came from all over the world,
they had crews on them from 811 nationalities nearly all the
prews while they were in Lavouka, they usually spent 3 or 10



days there loacing copper and bhat sort of thing, and &bk
Lhay  all wanted to play something so we abl becams ab guilte
proficient at  variows lot of sports there we wsed to play
tricket and football ,well rugby and ah soccer and hockey
water polo was something too we used to play and 1 =aven
played basketbhall there at one time. i was not that 1 was
proficient at any of them, Anyway, from Lavouka [ was
shifted over to Latoka and ab T spent 12 months  there bt
Latoks was & very busy branch and incidentally all the staff
Livend on  the premises there too we all hkad our  beds
upstairs, the manager had & residence of hig own but none of
bhe rest of s odid and we wsed to orun F oagencies Trom Latoka
ah one at Ba which is now a 17 hand branch I think and  one
at Tavua and one at Vatukoula which were the big Gold mining
certres, angd we dicd the one at Ba twice a week and then on
that was on a Tuesday and on Thursday we went on to drop ma
feller at Ba and the other 2 went on Lo Tavua angd Yatukoula
and did those, I don't know if I mentionsd that wse wused  to
go  out by taxi and ah we had an Indian as & Police escourt
and he wsed to sit in the front seat with a vifle and fixed
bayonetts and no bullets I don’t kvow what wuss he would have
Besmnn I abon’t kveew bub owe incidental ly there  bad besn &
robbery  in Latoka of the ah agency cash which was done  up
the night before and put in a big tin bk and put  in the
gtrongroom and they used to go down the next morning and
take it out and put it in the boot of the car and away you’d
oo but this morning they went down to get the cash oand it
wag gone . They never found it but they fownd the smpty  tin
box  dincidentally in the jungle sccross the road  from bl
Bank but  they never found the cash,.  There were al  Lthat
auditor that I mentionsd a while ago at Uralla, Jacky Finch,
was the auwditor sent over to investigate this disappearance
of this cash and ah &l thowgh he never pinned anything on the
staff he sacked 5 of them including the Manager.

MWt But it was never proven that they had anything to oo
with the robbery?

ES Nooo o vot oz thing but he didn’t like the he well he said
the mansger was guilty of negligence the other 4 were sacked
on their mode of life around the town, he didn’t approve of
Lhat lut thers was, Latoka at least, was a very harvd place
for ah young single men because the CER company wass the big
company thevs and ab they wouldn’t mix with anyvbody else bt
themselvas, um they were the only marrvied people there and
thay the bank psople, had literally no body to mix with at
all so they as you can imagine led a pretiy wild life but ah
Jacky Finch pinned this on them he put in & very bad report
about them and the branch angd their life around thse  town,
saw  the report some years later it was 72 pages so you  can
imagine it was a pretty scathing one.Anyway from Latoka I
went back to Suyva  for B months while I was waiting for a
ship home to Australiz and by thay time the ah Japanese were
in  the war and ships became@ very scarce and eventually one
came in and I got down to ab Auckland and I owas stranded  in
Auckland for 5 weeks well a bit over 5 weeks really

MW! And the Bank dign't



E=St No way that was part of my holidays

MW They dicdn’t pay for anythivng, it was all up to you.

ES! No, thay left that to me and [ had been ah just a bit of
a sidelight untill I just before the ship came in [ had sent
most  of my money home to Sydnsy and 1 anyway manages o gat
by in Auckland ans I had & pretty good time therse too while
I was thera I knew a lot of Mew Z2ealander's from the Fiji
days, they gave me a very good time therse. Eventuwally, thaey
ah & ship cams in &nd we all got back to Melbourne they took
us  darn near the Sowth Pole while they were doivg it and sh
we  crept down the coast of New Zealand and then right down
south and then back up by the cozst of Tasmania and acocrogs
into  Fort PRillip Bay to Melbourne and then 1T ogot & train
there  and back to Sydney and incidentally my people thaen
lives at Wealla although they kaodn’ L odone when © owas in the
Bank there. I spent a couple of weeks with them and  then
Joined  the Army. ] spent four anod & half yesres in that  and
then I when [ came out of the Army in 1348 T went out  to
Navrabri,I’'d asked the bank to ssnd me somewhers wherve [
could learn sscurity work

MW: Did you specify an area or did you just say anywhere
and they piclked

ES; Well I'd just asked them to send me somewhere where I
could learn securitiss and they said well how about Narrabri
and I said yes that's how I got there, and when I got there
T found the Manager thers then bad been the Manager when 1
first Joined the Bank at Uralla and abh so it made things &
Lot easier for me, he was a very strict old man, a stern man
and ke was a good bloke really his family were very good to
mie.  He was  one of the few managers that T kvow of that
causs  the Bank was very harvd on their staff in  those days
really and harking back to those Uralla days T hknow  bRe'd
paid a allowed ancother feller there to overdraw his account
and  then e paid it of f himself rather than let  ths Bank
kriow  about it and he spent a 1ot of money on it abouwt  B00
pouvieds  or somabthing like that, & terrific lot of money in
thiose days  but I kvow he pedd it off oand ussd most of  his
oW savings to odo it but oanyway um I owas only  at  Narrvabri
about & months and then they sent me oult to Collerenabri and
Lat  was & 2 handad branch ans I was sscond officer  there,
incidentally Peggy and T got married while I was  out
thare, it was a friendly little town and we had a pretty good
time one way or another but it was a very very hot place and
I had a thermomater hanging on the wall in the t=ller's box
beside me and it hit 112 degrees there one day I hesitate to
thivk what it must have been outside in the ah  sun, anyway
from there I was sent to Walgett, and that was a different
kettle of fish altogether, it wasn't a friendly placgse like
Collerenabri and they wsed to say the peosple took 7 years to
forgive you for going there in the first place but akh  bhey
ah never bothered to know you reslly one or two did,not like
Collerensbri  or Narrvabri and those places and Uralla,  the
country people in Walgett had nothing o do with the towns
paople or anything



MW And when was that in Walgett?

EZ)  Ah that was 1942 1 went there, then in 1250 um we came
cdown to Sycney,  well actually we had to because our eldest
baby was sick and wm I started at Hornsbhy then 1 was a
teller at Hornsby for several months and then I ab did a
lot  of  relieving around Sydney, well mainly on the Narth
Shore and s&hoin 1255 no 1263 1 was sent to Pymble as  second
afficer and I spent 2 years there and then I was sent Lo
Gordon a8 um sscurity clerk therse. I spent 4 years there and
from tHare [ ab sactually while I was at Goredon I did all the
ah local survey work for the branch at St Ives and ah 1 used
to oo the agency ot at S5t Ives. 1 dvew maps  and gt
population  trends from the local council and all sorts of
things like that, it was guite & 1ot of work in it. In those
days S5t Ives was nothing like it is now, it was just =a
little village and thers were very few shops there and we ah
we  hac our agency in the covrner of the local delicatessen
store thers

MW It wasn’'t the prestioge suburb that it has becoms now?
ES: Ok no not in any way the ah Commonwealtih Bank has  an
agancy there whickh they used to run two or three days a week
sama  as  we did and ah anyway ah eventually it started to
grow  armd  got very busy so Lhey started to build premises
Lhere but they just built the front of the premisss there,
which was uwsed as an agency but it was so constructed so
bhat  they cowld put the rest up if and when it became &
Branch. They could put the rest of the building on to the ah
this part  that we wused as an agency and ah eventually we
heard that the Commonwesalth Bank was going to opsn a branch
Lthere @0 bhe Bank decided that thesy were going to opsn a
branch, o they very hurriedly got to work and built  the
rest of the building or put gome more on to the building and
ati eventuslly we opened a branch there. Anvway as 1 say they
decicle o open a branch there and they wall actually it was
only & sub branch in those davs it had & manager  and one
obher wm  I'd bean at Gordon 4 years then  and  my manager
tried very hard to get me macde manager  there  but they
woulan't play and ah anyway from there T owent down to North
Sydney as  security clerk which was a very busy branch  and
securities there it was & very hesavy job actually ahl one  of
oAy big customers there in those days um peopls yvou read a
1ot about in the papers these days wers ths Waterhouss's and
ah there security packel was about 3 feet wice and it was
#ll old system stuff which youw probably you Enow & little
about ab &s vou can imagine thers were documents, they owned
nearly half North Sydney actually in thoss days and ah

MW That woulsd have been at the beginning of the 50's wouwlo
P s

ES: Yes &b no it was in 1959 1T went to Movth Sydney T then
spert 12 months there and then abh I was sent to Parramatta
to  ralieve the Managers clerk supposedly for 1 month but I
finished up stayving there & months

MW And by this stage were bhere any more girls starting Lo
doin the bank?

ES! Mot acutually. .



MW: Mot then eithere?

E=i AR not any more than there were all the time

MW: Thay stayed pretiy much the same amount .

EZ: Yes um they had, we got one girl in Gordon and when 1
gout to Goredon we didn't Rave any girl’s there ard | owas the
typist being security clerk and ah I was & 3 fingsr e=pert
govt of thing I wusaed to the bosses typing as well as my  own
typing  and in those days yvou did your 8 or 3 returns evenry
week not every 1 don't kEnow  how often they  are  now
eventual ly  they cut it down s@very month but wum but then we
cdigl  them svery week s there was a lot of work involwved  in
that Job alone but eventually we got a girl there and she
was a typist there which made my Jjob & lot essier but  ah
just a sidelight on that the Bank didn’t  approve mixed
marriages in Catholics and Prodestants in those days  and
this girl ah was getting mavried and had & hell of a fuss
becausse ehe was marrvying & Cathmlic boy  anyway they got
married and  she stayed on bhe staff and Lhat was  another
thing they didn’t like married women on the staff but she
Mad her way and she stayed so that was probably that as the
start of ths mors, |

MW The turving point?

S A more relaxed attitude on the part of the Bank but ah
when I went to Parranatita we hasd ah 4 girls thers, 2 were
typiste and I just forget what the others did remittances or
gomething like that I sposs bul um the Manager and I was the
managers clerk we shared a typist and then was a another a
typist for the accountant amnd sub-manager they shared  her
and all the rest of the staff did their own typing if they
had  any to bs done but ah then from there I went bt Avalon
Feach and I know there were two ledger machinists and we had
a Lbypiet,I think there was a 4th girl there too but I'm not
fuite sure now there may have been only 2 oand abh so 1 spent
2 and a half ysars al Avalon Beach as accountant and akb 1
was sent Lo Nundle as Manager that was my first branch  and
itk was & nice little town Nundle | friendly people I liked
being therse and from therve I wesnt to Rylstone andd we oicdn’t
have any girl’s there bul I think from memory they changsd
one of the staff and they shifted him and put 2 girl in his
place just efore I left there I think that was the branch
MW: What year would that have besn?

EE That was 19628 than ah and I was sent back to Syoney from
Rylstone +o Chief Security Office what is now Legal Admin,
and I stayed there for not long T think I oonly a couple  of
yvears 1 was retirved sarly from the Bank at 55 years a1
retired from Legal Admin.and T was there 4 years and

MW So that was 1972 when I left the bank

ES! Yes 127% when I left ths Eank

MW And had bthat been & nice,had that been a good 40 years
working for them?

Ezi  Omn I never really liked the Bank put it that way ah |
naver enjoyed it

MW Bt it gave vouw some gooo bimes?

ES) Ol it did yes, we had some very good times, hMad some
pretty rough times I suppose but 'cause it was an unsettling



sy ioc foes b when 1 owas in Suva there znd Fiji when the war
broke  out the bank wouldn’t let me come home until alh 1942
it was bhefore I got Poame.

Mr Swinton now lives in retivenent with his wife in  East
Maitland N.5S.W. and his time and information is greatly
appreciated by the interviewer Melissa Withers. This tape
was done for Open Foundation Australian History Class 1983
and it is hopesd to be of soms aid to future stucdents of the
Univeraity of Newcastles.



