leonie Migare
50O word summary of INnfervieu -

Mrs Story did not wish +O answa- any
guesHors cocerming her uphbringing , dnd
Severul Olher porsonnal guesnans- She quitc
SMply explainec! ,ard opologisecl Or s,
swving ot dus 10 being intre pukdliC eye
O SO MoNy yeors, vary litke OF her lie '
rermoirec]  private,anct certain cepects of it
she wisred 10 kasp S0 This is guike OBy 10
Groerstare! -

FOr Twink, as cwearyloooly knows her, her life
reQily began when she met her ke hebard
M T Story +Her cleep Ioves o he- NUSaNd
= Quite oObvious s she speaks of him
throughout e taoe She gives Nim crecit
for s0 muck of her success , takng lithl=
creclit for herseif

FFom an early age =ne rod a deep love for
music . She dedicsitec) her life 10 it Taking
lithe time for anything else -As radio became
popular,she. feit she'd ey B part Cipate
N He (rolushny -She rfsb krow no other
way of life, hber Arstyllos €6 a MUSic
teocher at S\xteen . Scho0) offered her-
notirg, her hecwt belonged 1o music,ard
until She was totdilly prisoner (Of e ),
tO it , She wosmit sahsfiect .
Twink discoveraed Mot she eqioyead beuny
N He public eye from an ety gge alko,
uhichscemed 40 camy ioto hec future
dream of being on radiQ - Her musi ccil
talents had her involved with various  radio
Stations In NevLostie and SEaNey, Jears Etore
She began worting Ol ime with ZHD -
She explains how, cespite ouwng her

S0 much crecht for her knowledge chout
Otﬂﬂufﬂy evenyihng 10 o win &, her position
anal Climb 40 SUCCESS , within EHO ,was achiedl
completely on heer onn  merits g floving 4O
prove.  hersele every step of e uy-When
asked about e derands on her os a Mother
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Fand Q. coreec uwomen , she et dnat her
‘want’ fo succeed made everything {urchm
quite hcppily | poth at. home and Gt Work .
TwiNnk mode her life at cHD seemnm quike
Simple, reflechg upon (F as Mothing but
a hoppy lite .Becous= of her lovwe for
the industry ,hec music and Mosty her
husiand , nothing Seems. . 4o hawe donkened
her men0ry of her associahan withcHD
or _hér cares— (N =g | ‘
Despite hrying her narel at television e
returnect 10 POANO | reprcuining  there ntil
her reticcraente.
Her eyperence 6 the host of Suap Shoe,
he~ most SUCCEESQJI Pr‘%mrhrr\e,dlﬁo bfrfg
mting but pleasant menonies feedback.
fron he~ viewers, of the eRpyment She
jGve e, eval toaty She 1S rememioee)
S to be extremely rewarding 10 her
Not Only aic] She gain recogpition from her
mony  years on radio, but be~ work for
charity,manky in fhe Maitand area, also gained
her great respeck from the. Communihy -
Again, uhen askect about her Chanity wonk
and then of her %ﬁgﬂiwm recogniians, she
réeplies modcstiy- S N Speaks of he
husiocirds paire w\-{ her Sﬁm .
She s85 nadio- stule recentiy returning to e
any broodcostirgg manne- of yesterGeo—
when she arst :
o Tuwnk ber wnole cGree— hos bean
Mmemorcinie, urtikde 10 pirpoiNt any one
memarcide aspect of it .
Retiremet 1s an ooséne word . T dont krow
[ who would miss who the mostif sne dd
|retire, her or her community -
As an affarHought, Tank odds the tributes
Of her eassociation with Tre Gilbertand
Sullvan Socehy and he~ Palm—Counrt €sembe
Reflecting withn pPride; the studeis ubhom
were Ossiste? by the eholcrships Gilbert
|orr:9 Sullivan hawve provided over the yaars .
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In conclusion , Twirk agowr Sheds barself of
any credit. Believing +Hat Success Or one,
(s O tnibute 40 mony ; and Hat 10 help
Others 15 a please, eSrexaCily if gou gain.
eoyment o l"ﬁp&rﬂ .




Ths 15 Leonie Milg:ﬂe INEFVI'EW!;"\Q TwiNnk S"'Dﬁ/,
aout he— life as o radio personality from 1445
dhrough to e mid 170 . The inkerview was ondudted
on +the | October (G2 .

What is yvour full name

Twirnk Edwina Story -

And vour maidéen name

Ford .

Ford, whee Were You borm , Wére Ooukaorn i
Neuwccste

Yes in Newcaste ¢

Do you have fond childnood mMemonies

lAlen T suppose every child cdes, My memari&
are of my beginnings in music . That seemed +a be
the mo=t exciting #ning that hoppened DeccuuSe

L anays noented o clo that Sort of thing -

hat schools clid you atienc @

Vorious schcals in NewcoastHe and Surroundng
districts because we moved crourc because c:‘rm\{
pares occopOtion , we Moved! arounda quite. alot |,

How fGr clicl you go with your  SChooling

TO intermaclicie leves) , T wos much +oC inkeressted 1N
MUSC 10 continue. with schaoling n +ose. AdO\G they
didn'* hove. muac study in schaot y so T lef+ school



+o give my full Hime. and Effort 4o my music .

wnat sulgects did you eREy Gt scheol 2

Weil I suppose T gove ds much effort as T
coul) o Mot of the supjects , T cant say hat T really
enjoyect any schcol suR)ecrs o e decrement

OF my INterest in musIiC - Tt all comes back tG Gt - But
still T quolified quite reasonGily.

Your love. for your music, when and how do you
Brst recall your interest in it 2

|

well my parets discovereo! Hhor T haa an interest
" MmusIc when T uwas chout 8, because I could
play , they bougnt a piano and ey found T could
play ,byear. T wos G when I begani stuclies an

ihe pano.

So your parets were Supportive .

Most suppartive. yes, especially my dad, you know
he was very iNnterestred in my Progress -

So your first instrument woo ol:m'o;t:lx( Hhe ian0 (7’

Ves andl 4nat's remained my first love, Tve played oner
InStrumets in #e meantime | piono-orgon, hare but
ith Oluays comeES back to the piand and 900G

A Singing,” How old were you 7

elocuton piano ancl Hen Icer an ,('".’MDI'OCEd

Singing,
done. e full round , full arbit o 1hose

atng , S0 Tve.
URECHS .



N 4oU  remember Your ARSt MUSIC deccrer

Yes T corm remeper her very well, hec name
wos Miss Bragee -

Were. you fora of her 2

Oh yes, T Hink cne always hos fond memones < e
first person who s=ts Your Intoesk 40 work, especiclly
when youre as ke as 1 was.

So your keenness really outweigheot e hCraddNess of
Stuclying and evarything efee Gou hod 1o put into MUSIC
do you Nk 72

Yes T just i NGt it was,well, por fa- ihe cowse. i
you like, you hove 1o Study +o get any where=, whataa”
Your chosen career and T used o put in b hours
proctice a cay ancl it was a oY, ard (tshll IS .

Dic you hove muchh leisure ime with all IE Musc
stuck and practicing

T cont Hhink T opked for leisuretione I SUpPoss

I sound like a strarnge person but L just ac!
Hoit one inmterest, I Soyedal having fhiends oF
course but T didit have tinne to go and play

or 1o o e things Hhat normal, Yyoung, Ieenag=rs dg
clidnt wonNt 1o eitner .My fime was MOSty Taka up
with concerts ard cistecafod’s, examnations and Stuch/
ad less0ns , ot wee My life -

ot wee your first jJob <

T@Gﬂir\a ‘



Teaching, music of cause ?

es,Yes. unen r was lo I begarm .

S, you worked  for yourself, uere L.{Du Still living
at home at #nis stage of (pur life.

Ves, Yes |

Dicl you nove arny ambitons as HouNg Cldulf
what you redlly  wantsa 1o cb with yoor lie ©

well, yes I wankl 1o be a good teacher and
hen of course there ucs e beginning of e
tQlk about radio, or nather rodio uos already o
but it was a new medinrmond T Hink the seed
wos sSeww e ,unen T quite & yourg adutt,
Hot T would liks 4o mé‘ﬁs“ﬁaw N rocdio ) some Hme,
Some aay -

was it just your love for music hat influecsd hese

Hoygnts o2

No I ik I wee interestkec) n e mer:ifrim ==
beccouse T likeal talkKing to pecple ard T enyored
e exposure ) if you like ,cf pubic life .

So you've been in the pubic eye Or Quite Some
Hme now 7

Ves, it appecrs 10 me loking toce, frot I've
kean in the punlic life ever sinces 1L Girsy bcsawmus;g
becavse my racche~ fourd Har I Enjoye public
performance. ,so T uwWosinto orncerts OrCHhGrf*
ot 6f” #ing andl. = rsally loved that |, T loved e
5@9‘31‘ would ket > have ke up Sage work,



professiorally Dut My parcrns wee rotner mid—
Victorian intheir atfitudes  aibout and s as
far as I gob was He corvart platrm - F o aid D
sore Stoge prociuctiors in my <Gty wetes
which T egpy=s) vary much .

At wirat Stage. of your life alid (ou masr (our nuslaara

wel I wish T'd met non ten yecrs  bators L actuall
met himn , but he was the penson whe OCTUCJI(L{ hel.ﬂa‘.J
me realise my drecim of ' rodlio  going) 1INt radio, erd
T Just ook o it like o duck 1O woter if gou could
ke to ESt i+ that way T Just epoyed it 0 much Its
G wonderyul medlicr in that qou cloNt really. know nowy
oy frencks you hove ,ornal thase. Unse=r trierds,
aHen pop WP 0 Yours lifee QS hme 5 Dy for
\storce, IThe been retired Nous for Some years
buf T'm Still meetng PEPIC LwWro =l me otk

Hey userd to listento me all he ime arel nowo
e ard  SOmehmes

much tey &?f’ldox.;cf:d e progra
ot an mpo—tart part it pilayed in heir life .
Thats a very Sahsélying ~eflechion 10 be cble 1o moke

oN O Caresr.

T must  be very rewardingraving ok Sort of @mrmert
mode 4o you 7

Most rewarehnNg , MOSt rew-ardirg), especiclly e you
meet somelanciy LWos -+ombr8 akcut he—~ chikde— ard
she LOS one oy lithe finy +ot listerers fhaat's all

ery infcre&ﬁrg -



\ou have mitjrtf/'\,mv..umr\\_f doupu m;..ﬁ-_f—)

There are 3 in e fomily .

Three,and ey hove chikdie ) you hove. grcr\::!child@ﬁﬁ

Ues T nhaove grardehiiden -

Od you work ce ey ware. growing up’

Yes T did, arcl ot wos quite cosy redlly, because
I hod my o nanny living at home. and we monoge
to Ccop=. uith Everyining Quite mp:py)mt.f were
neve— |eft alon= ard T was very close by any
nowo .

DO you rémemiser any Giltitudes nat were associated!
with your working » Sort of fram pecplE wo (10U
uge cios= to, . as aon LWorking these cays 1S
SHll -frowned o by =

Well ifthere were oy affitucies T aicNt, T
LWAaSNE Conscinus of e becciuse T Serrea! 0
eppey the respact of everypbxdy , ard e approval .,

Do any OF ypour Chilkdre share qourfove of music. @

Ves the exdest gint is very musical cnd has had stoge and
radio and f.ihg‘s in redio Nok -

I must hve been very demarnding on you as anmother
ard as a women sectig a career

Well, yes, ot agan, if yodr very kegn on omemning as L
wOs keen on efmrk., my MusiC) lhich was am;ce:n‘e:i
with radlio ,and youre J&arning all e fime. ard rmé
husbard was a wondedful teacher, he uas my gu earo
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MENTor in ihe wrnae ying- NO it wasNt @ proplem at all,
It wos Just a life of hoppiness really -

Your husiard , Mr Jim Story, he was e General Mg,
CF NeuwcosHes ollest and Ausrelias Secord oldest
raclio station EHD upon its recpeniryg N 1G4S . Do you
feel it was Your huspands involhvemert in the indusry
Ot sparked the desire in yoursslF to succesd Wit in
i+, or wCs there something previous 1o 1S, ds youthny

Oh MO, T Gives Mimn €L crec't @ evarything 1 howe
fearnt aloout radio, in foct about lite ard pecple St
1 met ard momied] himm but my  interest in radio
come oo 1 +Hink T =aid eOnier in e inervies |
when rodio was in s infancy , and L had s hoorn
cesre tobe. . partofiitanc T nod mony many
auditons r G Show, to compet= of 1aKke portin rodio
showss, long lag  before I methm . T ussal to do
reguar Programmes at the recitals on the ABC arcl
some on 2KO ard $ome M Sydpey siatans 1ong g
before T acCtudlly wentin, asa permanct worker iNto
racho .

Right,now hard do” uou Hink it wos 10 prove. your
wort in such a mae cominated industry ard whendid
you get your first position £

well T wos immediCitely in aposition when doir)ex:!
2HD becouse T (et in O3 the Niee—~ fo- tre
chilcleens programme.. and ncert. onganser, eigeddiok
I took tre radio Cisketfods into #ar— work. with me,
50 I went Straigntinto #at position ot dnen =
beccime musical cirector affera wnile when my Qbiling
was poest and uwhen L gainet a litfle more. k'mwmg:
But (+ wos Mt rerripby hard  Ipec T know here is
still Hhat aoproccin Hoh we still bare s male.
dominafioN in induSiry dDut T INK we worked C)bﬂa
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very Nappily , oW and again you'd find, as I cesumed)
more resaonsibity you fncl Somebachy, some nale.,
mignt+ hove some ﬁ»@hﬂq resentful hoygms aout a
woman boss, but genetily gpeaking it was avary
happy Hme fOr me .

S0 you don feel hat qou received any spacial reatment
from the workes due to your husiords p:DS:ﬁOﬁQ

Ob no, heave s Nno, and oh No, ancl when T say we
nacdla ~ nappy associatan, I readl) nod 10 be very
cletermined in whot T wanted! to co and T didm't
receive any help or assistancs ,any privieges shall L
8 , because I wos he ocss== wife ;1L had 1o
prove. myself every step of e way .

When cld You f&=! ot respect, 4ou obvicusly had alot of
respect fom make ard female colleques; when o (U
fest 4t this first respect Storked Fom our wWorkSs?

Lell its ho 1o pioeoint trat particular Hime in oy Creq
but Obvicusky as T 100k bOK thee= wee sore oade
wo 3}::*1&:1 sone berefit ﬁmwwh/‘\ﬁ with me_ al
o Sow-raol from Hhen. T caned ffom #ihe Speriecs
of having e reseonsibility of hardling stoff; S0 T Hunt
fhe respect Just sortk of grew prokably .

Tt must hOve come s everytning you seemec! 1o touth
seemed 1o spell ratings for 24D, everyone  rememipers
Your chikdrens progremmes, ancl thefe  theas wos e
2HD Rodlio EistectiodS\ N aRs i & State. auaral for
loccl iorecdicashing talent . How o you feet winen ot

aAWory!) Wos  LoN -~



well et wos most Shmulcting ancl very pleasing),
and  from the radio eistecidfods several pecpe became
or were e to acthiew= e finst Step ON he rung
of e lacider .of success . A named JecHrey

: Won one of our Radho Cist S
Kovel, he ytas taken by a falent scout 1o (ovent
Garcen in Erglcmd and immediately into the Roval
Ballet ardl there'S kear Others , manNy ONers, Quite
a NuMmber— of Shualats oo competed in the
eistecafocls wro aeo achieved at fype P fime .

Andl woe ot nevs 0 nadio 1 Neuwcastie <

V&5, yes cus was the first ever Radio Eisteaafod.

Right unen you firsst begen your radio careen, rodio
was the Nost populGr famiky entertainments. HoW
did those involved in oo feel when televsan
Arot became  the main media forrm 7

Well some pecple, perrors had apprenensive.

aloout television but it aidn’t, it wosn'E eudent in our-
particular pusiness 10 2HD. My huskoand ke myself anct
possibly I'we gained His fesing fromm him, we yust e
hat we were le/B our, Job ard uwe uoulc onhnue. o
Clo i+ T did think i+ ceould be nice to daoble- in televisian
but T'm cameroa-shy,ana 1 did the first chidrens
progremme. out T =it Hot my pbce wWas really in
rodio =so T stayect with i+ and I'm happy tHar T dicl
Hot -

Even tnoygh they were tuo sepcrcte. media o, roclio
el +eleasion,do you feel ot anew approcai nod
10 be +aken , because. T mecy PAYS on air and 1ot

type= of thirg must have. . changedin the
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Oh €S, e aroma side of rccho was Mo 10nger G viable
H'\J_rg.I% was alnght far NigTt radio) Hhere are alot
Of pecple who sSuffe— o insomnia o, fOlk o
Shifrcuork arnd Hhod Sort of thing, wo  listem to all
night radio.So qou coulct St hove your Stones,
DMmehmes , 0N rat part of your pragramme, but
recily we hecl to go @ all music, and than eantualy
we we+ for falkkace radio . Qurs wos e first 10
by that ard tror wos post successRil .

ANC O wes imvohvead In the first Talkeodck r'?::iCh'O«_;
On our stahan 2

Ues .

Oh we hod Petrer Brodiey, Tom Delaney,and now ard
cgain youd get areicy , wed hove= John Laws
arcd all the woicess, abt of e yoices v il
hecng .

Still heang es -

Your rmost BuccessRul pragrornee. on rodio Wos Swap
Shop, did you ey he anNe-oN-one CaaCt with
gour: S =ala-t

L ik soying it ucs my mos successiul s prokably
an understarenart, I . WS rot only sucesskul but 1t
(WS G oy, It oS a laugn progranmme , qou knouo pagpe
=y funny ticgs, T O, (pu do, Everyioady ches , ard
uhen you hecr it beck its Somehmes rathec hilorious.
ard T . nade 10ts of lowely fhiertsqust vousess ot
T loved 10 1alk 10 Oon Swap Sop Ji wes rEdly a moSk
Stionulating and happy me wihen T onducted #at progrinme

And nows org did you aciuclly do e }thﬂﬂrrﬂ:’
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TInoF ape wes aloout fourar fivee Yeors . T'oo Not CU‘UGHV
sure of fthe tirme .

Apart  from your rodlo Success you nave done much mare
far your WMMuNity in the uiy P Cronty uoric arc P
course beginning MaiHonct Gibert ad Suliiver ECDE#\I(
You must gek real pleasiure. in entertainios ord NeEING
the pecie of Newcoste and a0 knowirg Hot they b
Cppreciate. he wark (you ove cloe .

Well, thee is arorher sicle of the carss- of course ok
mecrs ot yourre ghurng e ensht of our Spenence
O musc and aealing with the pubic , your passing ot
oN. o Other pacple ,especially younger peade ,yes 1L
ey HaF I wos coing Aoty work as well when T
wos on radio 100 T used? B be ade o cope with
Hrose #irgs 1 my work time |, put Since Thve retired
from radio T've proocoly giver mare Hones +©r it oW
the une=i has turrec! fUll cydle ard #s ek 4o Music,
Al musc N, wih Gilbert ard Sulive argd providirg
aoncenrts prograrmmes 0 various WUQD(WISDT?OE

R‘W You've receivaed hoNours locolity ard ﬂOhD’GJI\/ for
Lour contrioutiot =, 10 e music induetry ,you were Mnured
in e proctuction ‘CUhoice Ladies' 1n 1982 ,you Lo a Mah|
Ofthe Ortde- of Australian in 1986 ,ard fher M
Q277 you van a Citation as anN outstarding dhas— in
Hhe city of Maitare! . T+ must noke you e very proud
QIS0 having actudl recognitan  of your work ?

AN yes well | T guess (U com say L'm praﬂ,acmall\/
Lyust feel Hnot, all refiects on #e loving  guidance and
help my hustoand gove me | because without his Shmula-
100, Without Mis Encouradement T would 0} hove done hoif
fre hings 1've been dbe 1040, T'm wery groteful for
#oee honours andl T hgge tre Chidren eqioy e fack
ot Ive bean giver them, and X'm vary greteful 1o
e people wio Hought T wos warty of beryg
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rominced O them -

wratdo you et are the most memoaibe momens &P
Lour career 2

Tts very diicult 40, pinpont any one pc:rn;?mc:r highlignt,
bechuse trere wee =o NGy, L Hurk ;‘ﬁfﬂl beer
SImpPiy  worcie—€ul.,

The grectest changes I the Neweceste rodio ISty Since
s humpie beginnings, unGt clo (ou fee! Hose nove been
e cronge  ffam radio totelevisiomn or -«

Ah Well oS fOr as listeners are concemec) ectain oih
madium s have.  an equcl part I pecpie's lies hese aouys.
TGk -bock. radio is prokciRly storge- #1000 Ever i WO
Nignt tme listeing s Still very importarnt s Gr as radic
concernect You Shil ove the pecples wWo hove insamnia aFd
NiH wok ard o= who, ust smply ke o liske 1o o nfg/’n
radio .But televisan is 6 very im@ariant part in. €veryloadys
lives +too . T aluays , my husbanal used to oy, that Of 4he two
medlians e rodio s nore Instant, in 41Ot e sometning
hapeerns qou Immedtichely heor atoourt it it daesy e o
be producect and put on, it rappes immedtiGlely and peope.
Know aoout i . Put T nint in fGirness we nove. to say hat
Poth  medians, clefinctely, piay Gn inporiant POrt N Parps
[WEE_‘ A L ok $hey will aluoys continue o cb ot T do
thinkpradio has charged tremendlously Since e days when T
_ fi O radio, when it was mare. afamily things it was
v ‘l?''il:'a'ﬂc%?‘L '?8%%\7 clirected . Probably what T'm Ying |';Bmz‘- 1S
more sophisticcred these cays , on e otrer hand T have
NOHCEX o dnift back 10 e more o listeringySo T
Suppose evarything Chnanges bockuwards andl foruwards as fine
goes an -
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_’3_

Surely you have fulfillsd all of your drecrms and hmaglbe
more in your life 2

F guess so. T would have likec to howe capged 10,
I become very interssted 10 cooking andl awmnirg ‘
anAl T woulc! hove liked o dotbledd in Gt side of lifes,
PErNOPES GoNe iNto A restaurti it Or someining like Gt
butHime movar! on and G a fiend ornce said 'Musics
your #ing, wnu it you shck 10 1+, ardt T quess
hots wnats Nappead -

Will you ever retice firarn qour MUSIO) committn~atS
or will youyust kesp on going 0S (U rove done fa- sa

MONY uer's, bringing €qogrment arcl pleaswre 10 the
people of e Hurver Valiey

Heavens the ward retiremant 1= a narribie, Normible
word and no, T cont plan 10 retire . T oo auQy

gn::rCEﬁ.m\( whern ihe Hime cor—es T hape | but Na-
retire  Not yef- .

[Postscript 3

T sopke ecrie aoout e vorious pecple vy o hadd
achievect Seess throygp cur sorly Radio Eistectlfad
but T +hine T sroud a0 mention Ho- througn e
Gilloert and Sullivex Soaety, and Qur DrduCHons jue
- have been ade to affod ) to providke sCholaranies

each uecir for promising Hurter Walley  srudents ,and
Hat oS been G verny reuwardirg MNing fo— e, POt Dﬂ?\/
fOr me but & he sotehy , beccuse [ of he
Students have goined fremencous horours. Qne gl hacom
a Bachelor of music ,one flautist N0s been Givern G
Ausraliasion recognitian and fheres bean ofrers who iave
eppycel the sScrolarship ard gpne onto teaching ,ore. (S
in the Sucney Sumphany Orcresres. So #ois O
plcosant side of my career and musical interests t
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reflecCt uan - T aeo hOve on ensemioie ) ¢ Polm — Court
ensempbie and we. pPlay for many OrgoNiSations, naisSng
money and that money goes 0 help 53 many pecRe - 0 ifs
notgust @ matter of me eoying my music ,ond I dont
o MesC things Alane, L dant fake crectit Orall s
persomnallyy , T kpow MO success only comes because
oher pecpe help you arcdd Ive had a 1ot oF halp - Racpe
L wore within Gilcgrt ard Sullivan and N $he ansemkie,
they're all lovely musicay s who (USt lovwe  workin '
togetner;, so we doall things Hogehner dont we, uee
peolly gust a cog in evay uheel L k.

L aont e you give yourselr aﬂo_gﬁdﬁjrf
actually !

Oh well, T get 80 much outcf it #at its noF G raitter

of faking credit, its armather of &rowing Hat cunak

{oure doing is doing good.In epoyng wnat youre
Ing  youre doing some gpod with it as wel .
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INCor porciting  MEXECrTin Irfervieuwy
witht Mrs Tlornk STOry.

Due Tate - First Weee of T&rm 8 .
Date Handeol in - Wecinesciany JdQ October
Extension granted,, Cue O MfeErvieweey
uncvaxlability by hancl - iN~ciCie .

Open Purckation Course
AUustraiCn Hi_:-_;sm
Wilecinascicuy E-V'tf.?/"\i.f"){j Class.
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Peiclio began in Newccste. in 1425, with MrHarry
Douglas .Mr Douglas was a hand radio butf, and
eniertauned those Iucky enough o own a crystal set.
The. programmes which featured from the 19205 fg
the 167105 changecl Onsidercbly, always being what the
liskenens wanred at a particular time . From the
dﬂl.ﬁ aF Cbmmur'u'f\{ ‘Sinﬂlne ﬂﬂd‘ SE'HC([":-J{O '*hE«
Beatles and fincdly to +he Statiois music  of foday,
Beautiful Music, 2HD has eoyed many yecus
entertaming the. pecple f Neuwc astle and Sur‘r()urda
districts . Ocddlly Enm@h, little ccin be H4ouncd on+he
history of radlio in Newcashe cespite. the
important role + played in the community. Newspapk
reportec! on vanous aspects of ihe incdustry but
Such informatia? forms an incompiede picture
Gnad connot be Usact as a relicble :5a3urt::.¢w:ﬂ7r
in backingg up information passec on from Hose
involved in the inclusinyg .

Radio wos eskblishect in Neucaste on &£ 71
Janucry 1G25 . Mr Horry Douglas broaclcCistanedd
amctewr services from his Tyre Retread Service
at Homittorn Listeners egoyed waltats , baliads,opercs,
Olet fovounrites like 'My Grondfatrens Qo) ommunty
Singing, arcl interviews "Two €dison tumtables anc
a dozern or 59 Eclisor diarmond records —quarter
inCh Hick —conprisedc] #he station's 1okal musical
resources M Douglas initals, H.D . became the
stations offical name.,, CHP The Newcaste
Mo rming Heralel ardd Iviners Advoccarte, reported
et £HDs pext onrner wes M A - Dixon Who
Movec! the Shucho to Sandgcte and started the
SiGtion as a commercial one .',"Confmc#&ﬁry o
this , a long time. AsSsocicite of‘.:EHD, Ms T
Story ,cltims thet Harry Douglas in fCct s50ld his
licerce 10 the derovar Witness Dr:gc:;r-mscﬂ--i STa
Pespive the CONMtrovesciry ot wos to {Ollow ,the

LR R Wciker; The Magic. Spark,, The Story of Tne Frst Bty
Years of Raclio in Ausircilia, 19713 Melbourne
Austradia, P 24
-LNE’W(I-T:}’E M(Jr‘n'rg Henakd and Miners AcilvocGike
(0 J?:muCer-Y I .
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Jenovah Witnese organisc#on dicd do a 19t for
the reputction cf the Stahion c-lur'mﬁ its oweersip.
Tn May of 1932, the Stactios uere cpenect at the
present Site at Sandgate JThe. ownens. Mece e
Comoimets from the Australicn Wircless Assaciation
which rated it among +he best in Hhe &mi-e;”
Middte. o the road music was featured 5 balofds, opera,
Gilbert ara Sullivan music. cna favounites {ram the 19205,
Interviewes  were introciucecd into the pr"c:gr*ﬂmrning-@l’rs
of 2HD's mast popular segmeants N +the (9305 uas
the women's Progrommies j‘me Surshine Club.! This was
besecd on letters received brormm NecocGstie WoMeEN ,
Weting ja st various topics for discussion ) asS well
a6 {ecturing WoMens Serials Tne Sunshine Club’ became
an important portin many Womens daily lives.
Joy Club’ brought grect eqyoyment 1 mcny Newcasik
lchikjrem ;
, The Owners we~e  obviously VEry ENMUSIaSHG
\about the success of ihe station ,for 1n 1934,0nly
theo years affFer mowving 4o Sardgcate ez
sStcion  premises were remocielied once- agenn.
The building itself resempled d large couble -gable
house . A visitor 10 New<eastie Me L. Q-M‘:Qrﬂaorj
the Australicrm Trecle Commissiomnesr +2 (anacia,
repoted upor Visiting the conNstruchion 1, —
Hrot he haol not Seen anytines aqual o the P
siuclios of ZHD in Conacia or the United Sfcdes$
The stuclios were oHficolly opened on 23 April 1934
by the Mancgng Director ok Amc gamatec IWireless
Limite=cd Mr E.T. Fisk , o) broccicast jmn-n Nis home .,
The manage of 2HD, MO EAWxse| , . . received
complime—ts on the advancement andcl enterprise o
+he statior by Prime Minister Lyons, the DireCior—
General of POstGl Services Mr Brow~wn, and e
Mayor of Neuwcoste Alclerntcm K.’lgcur‘fﬁ"\f_
equiprment Wos the  most maclern of its Kird.
Mr Fisk Cinnounced that 2HD was a wortny
representative. for B Class Ractio Stations iny
Australic..Me Rufus Morris the designer, ceceived praise
“For his Lnique. design Mr Dougics akeo atiendlec >
3 1bid - 12 May K93 2-
4ibid - 10 Aeril 1434
5 Ibid 24 April 1934
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Despite Hhe Shkations success | and the.
seveal Housond pounds, Spent o furthe—
improvements o efficiency in 19440 ,the. Siahon
came 1o an unéspceciecl hal N Ci{}'(_}mg:;n/ G4 .
The manacgement Was Aclvisecd by the NewocsHe
Porstal Services ,Hhat the Sicition was 4o fmmed:dd)
close Without explarction ,the Statior finished
Its pews presentation and hen facded o Hhe
GirThe mancgement was shockeel Py the ordlec
and dened cllegcations that ey were
| SPONscrexcl by the SeCt known as Jehovair
| Nitnesses . They dicd admit Hhat several workers
| were follo s ':Q'Ana‘fhe—r” three conmme—cicl
;;Sfﬁﬁans hacl received the soime  order. Statlions
4AT Athertor, 5KA Acicicide and S5AuU Port
Augusta - Despite the siation's denial of beng
in any WAy Involved with Jehovah Witnesses,
wWas Hhis SUpposcead connection that causcel all
four stations to suffer the some  devastaring Kake,
T+ was beheved ct 2HD  hocl been caugnt
'5(*“11:,‘!4‘!]9 messcees 10 the arcy mmued
broacicasts \Whethe- because of cardessness
or of it tior e \rHormcHion LwWas PasSSech
on cur.The srations involivest | were D'*E‘Cﬂ:nna
e War Lavw . uwhich applrect 4o dGll Radio
stanons in Australia -Almost  inmedictely after
2HD's licence had been cancelied ,the Post Master
Genercil's office begpn receiving applicciions 40
take over the Stations assets . In Fepmary of (G4
some £ifty applications had been receivect “A maor
contencie— for e licencs uas the Returpnect
Dolchens' Lecgue Of Newcostie They wished to
clistripute. thepohits  Made from ihe Stcition amondgd
their sub-branches throwghaut Neucaste . They
Ao believect Hhot NeuwcastHe Shoulch hove G
Newcaste orvned radio station - The govemment
refusec! o make a aecison before w‘hf‘q hact
compieiecd their investigations JThe ALP and
| Tractes Union  MovEmea—t were. also Contearcli
for +he licence . Tor ihe four years of 2 HD's
closure Hhe other maor Newcastie racko Sicthion
© ibid . 9 Januciry 194
1 \bid. 10 Fepruary 194 |
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2KO, was epoying the ompetition-free ears
of brocdccsting . In Decempber 1944 it weaes
announced! that the ALP andd Traces Unio
Movemet were the cfficcl Nnew ownens of
2HD and it would recpen in January 1545

The cifical recpening took place on the 15J0nuary
1945 The Genawl Manager of the Sittiorm uas
N expenienceal  Radko Mo, Mr O.T. Story Mr Story
hcd worked in the radio industry Or many yeors,
The ALP and Trades Union Movernet oromisedd
e pcrpie of Necveossties , i Statta for Hhe
Pxpic= T weas nat easy for the mGNoGeeme-it
le fncd aduvertises, The mcike or brecik fo
OMmMmeiGl Stations, when i+ recpened TThe
public. was SHil very wWary of thes staation bécause
of the controwesrsg in 1941, believirg that Hhe
Jehovarn WNitnesses e Still Conne n‘f'i e,
the Stahon he management had o montrous Tasky;
they hacl 10 win bCCk an audience ,an audece
that hod listened religousy onty four years
previousty [As well as berg tre Children’s Progranme
Co-orcinctor, Mrs Twink. Siony also wwas Given
the tasks of fincling Cut cdnct Music , Ginat
pa"t‘_)ﬁr‘arﬂmtf‘.&. e pecoe of NewwcossHeE (.MCING!
10 becar . Opera wes aker off e cue ancl
wertme music Introciucect . A PopGlar SEgimeEnt
wee Communihy Sr‘lﬂing A Aruck fromm he siGho
travellec around e district and  conauctedd
Commuinity Singag for qir The Station travelled
as far as Glouster) Musellbrook. and Wyong as well
as local centres such as Wallsenal This was
Exfrt?m&*ly popular because the listernes weres
being invohled Talent Quests ware albo conducted
oN ESE CCcQGsions Ehf: Chulcirens programmes
conductedd by Mns Story were G gpecat SUCess Al
first +he children were invited 1o the  Studio 1Q
porticipciks 10 the programme but the response
Wwas so overwhelming, with busioads of children
+ua—nin§] up Wwith thewr mothens  after schaeol, Hhak
the {ormat hal 4o be cnanged The children becaime
the listeners , being trecked with sericils ;Botrman, «
‘Searchef The Golden BIDH‘E'mna‘-E'hE news formeak
remaned  successful or many years -Of anignt,
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adult listeners were. also treoted with Serials
‘Scoticincl Yard ) Man o The TronMask' cind of) cours=
‘Daci ancd Dave ! Senials were xzing heard on all
Sicitions in the forties. CHD introduced Carols by
Candliclignt o Newcaste. peopie in 1G4S TThe
Colgate: Shows were also popular These were
programmes  reiQyec from ‘.i/cjne\//zm;c:h 2HD arsO
Idfroduced 1o Newcaste) . Quizz. segments hosed
by e fomous compere JOCk DOWVEY Pick A Box
with Bob Dyer, and musical sgments Heotuned .On
occasions e progrdamme traveiled 1o Newcashe
for broaclcasts |, Sometimes from NewcosHe
Staciium ;fecituring 4he boxing anct wiresHing .2HD
introcluced the Raclio €istecid(ocds +0 Newcastie,
helping mciny & yourg arkists on her way 10 success,
Mr Story beld 4he air to broadcast a Reciuest
Segment. histeners would writeto e station and
request a favourite Song to be played -

The fifhes saw Womens Drr:::t:_jrcxrﬂmﬂs become
véry important o NewcasHe women - Howvever;
most serials wWere droppedt | with ONly oNne. = an
evening and, music faking the centre Sft@t.&a‘nlﬁ
faciedd auay complereiy with the intraciuction of he
television ,2HD turned at this Stage to all music.
2HD cilso introcluced Talk Back Radio 10 Newcashe,
Ontinued with. Community Involvement Pragrommes
ancl of course  fecturect importantly  waos adl vertising
for a brief pericd in the 1IQE0's 2HD turned o Pop
music. , fét)fur'ing importantly in the Peatle era The
mancaement Hen 'dﬁncled 10 turn ta Beciut{ul
Music? The publics réespons= was Phencmendil,
Obvicusly a greGt numibes ;3.(‘ peaple had been
missing e beautiful music . 2HD Stayed with
Becautiful Music , (ecuing  Pop Music. t0 Hhe oher
commercial stations . The lae sixties saw Hhe
poputar Svap Shop  begin . Starting as a half an
hour progromme onee. Auweek, ancl E\/Eﬂfualhf
becoming a one rour programme, aired!  dailyas
part of Mike Jedrnics Openbine. Seguent (L
Tanuary of 19715, 2HD celebrodect Fifty years
of broacicasting 10 the pecple of Newccastle. and
the Hunter valley . Definately, a hme o all

invelvea 1n ZHD'S history 4o be more thowm @roud
of.
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TOo (e that NewcostHe, is the home
of Australias Second oldest B Ciass radio skation,
iI> Quite impresﬂ'we To explore. the Nisstory
Of e station and leGrn Of the people who
macte 1+ wihat it is today ;) is more Har
impressive . The peeple involved in ZHD , tarry
Douglars , The denoveir Witness Or‘gC)ﬂiﬁGﬁ'c:r‘v arcl
Im anct Tk Story ,were  all totally dedlicatect
pecple, devoting much of thew lives 10 +he
sStation . The motto of SHD wuas First in Newcasde
this inopirect Hose involved 10 aluays try to do
that , be first in Nevwxostie . The Station suwcceedced
in cloIng SD on many occasions,Skty three yecus
later 1P s still e)oying Kige audiences .
Certanly a grecat achievenet from (1s humble
begjinnings above The Tyre Retrecd busicess
of Mr Harry Dougias in 1925 .
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Most information contamed in this eSSty
was  kindly giver 10 me. by  Mrs Trvink
Story , iwha worked ct ZHD r necrly
thirty yeors before her retirement in
1A714- . Her Knowlecioe. of the StCitions
fOﬂCHDﬂin@s andcl progromnmes over 115
fifty year history, (from Az5 101975 )
are aftributect 1O her position with 24D
as  Program Mangaer.




