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OPEN FOUNDATION HISTORY PROJECT

Early Education and Open Foundation Studies - Women's Education

Mrs Mildred Storer, B.A.

Cathy Abra Wednesday Night Class

Lecturer: Ms M HENRY



Mildred Storer was born Mildred Irene Deason in Melbourne in 1914, She
had two sisters whom she was very close to. Her parents, who were keen
naturalists, introduced her to nature and took her on many gold fossicking

trips.

Mildred's father gained his gold mining engineers ticket from the

Ballarat School of Mines. It has been recorded in history that Mildred's
great grandfather found the largest gold nugget in the world although the
family story is that her grandfather found it when he was nine years old.

Both sides of her parents' families had a gold mining background.

Mildred's mother did not pursue an academic education but was told by
her stepfather that housekeeping, sewing, cooking and cleaning was the

only education a woman needed.

Mildred found school life mundane. One aspect of primary school she did
enjoy was nature studies. Every morning the children were asked what

they had observed in the way of nature on their way to school. She

feels this lack of awareness of nature is missing in modern education.
Mildred did the qualifying certificate at East Malvern School and then

went on to Gardmer Central School which offered a diverse range of subjects.
She was not encouraged to go on at school because her father thought this
was enough education for her. Mildred was given lessons in singing, music,
ballroom dancing, elocution and cooking to prepare her for married life.

She worked as a piano teacher and dressmaker before marrying in Hay at

the age of 24.

Mildred and her husband were living in Newcastle at the time of the war,

As a mother of three young children the lack of transport, shopping facilities
and home services during the war made life hard. Her house, with its raised
verandah, served as an air-raid shelter for her neighbours. Mildred's
dressmaking experien;e was put to good use and she often swapped clothing

and drapery coupons with other people for tea and butter coupons.

She held a position at Lysaghts Pty Ltd in Mayfield where she was editor



of the Lysaght Gazette and later became the female employment officer.
Her duties included interviewing employees and photographing the damage
caused by the floods in 1955. She also helped with problems the women
in the plant were experiencing especially those who were afraid to admit
they were pregnant for fear of losing their job or being relegated to

lighter and lower paying duties.

Mildred travelled overseas and returned to work at the Royal Prince Alfred
Hospital in Sydney for over eleven years. She retired in Newcastle and
entered the Open Foundation course in 1981. Mildred studied Philosophy
which was completely new and very challenging to her, and English which

she found a sheer delight.

Mildred went on to University to do a Bachelor of Arts degree studying

English, History, Drama and Classics over a six year period. She found
Classics an eye-opener and received encouragement and support from the

Department. She enjoyed the tutorials and exchanging ideas with her

fellow students in Stan's Bar.

Mildred believes more career opportunities are available to the women of
today but feels they should follow their own instincts and not feel they
have to copy men to achieve success, Her advice to new students is to
give their heart and soul to their studies and to broaden their interests

by joining some of the groups on campus.

Mildred qualified for her degree in 1987 and attended the graduation
ceremony held in April the following year. Sheer hard work and support

from family, friends and academic staff helped her achieve her goal.

As a student about to embark on a University education it was a delight

and inspiration to make her acquaintance.



& BB au»v-\aa“ew }uau\.\,uoj © JQJ USUeY V N ‘preMm
%9,\,\ UOP\)O-] 'ux\\o&ghv dc: h)c)..i,s = —\ £ rn\pu\g
b3kl ‘Buogsiig JBPPe] Yy VO 190] 2U( 'y’ wouuisin

9% ' Asuphe, :

I i B T R I b

Lh) PV‘O\C:JB MaN jo A ) SANVN MO.}@:H uo-"m_}'a‘nv VO =2|2UY _L ubch

Aqdb.)@]\ﬁ“_(a



UNIVERSITY OF NEWCASTLE

OPEN FOUNDATION COURSE
1988
e e e give my
PErmission to ... e s e

to use this interview, or part of this interview, for
research, publication and/or broadcasting (delete one

of these if required) and for copies to be lodged in

the UNIVERSITY OF NEWCASTLE LIBRARY

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Date conesnahBE Judys OB i

Interviewer ...\ A L Cgf\/ s e




