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European migration to the New World has been the 

phenomenon of the past two hundred and fi fty 

years.Political,social and economic forces have shaped 

t he various nations in different ways and withi n nations 

reg i onal peculiarities have determined unique and 

characteristic communit ies. 

The migrant history of Newcastle began with 

coal.Coal was the impetus for white settlement and the 

forced labour of convicts as min~rs constituted its 

flrst migrants.Later sett leme nts established by c oal 

~ompanies close to mines attracted a workforce and coa l 

determined t he early development patterns of 

NewcastleC1l .In the boom period of 1850 to 1890 the 

reg i on ~ccounted for two thirds of the colonys' mining 

workforce.C2)The 'movement by tens of thousands c£ 

British · mmigran ts ... i n t he latter hal f of t he 19th 

century' formed the ' beginning of a highly selective 

pattern of British immigration. 'Newcast le att rac ted 

immigra n ts from the coal mining regions of 

Staffordshire , Durham aod Northumber land.The Welsh too 

were common in Newcastle aL that ~ime a n d the presence 

of the Bri t- ish in the a , ·a is reflec ted 1n t t. nrnne::-; of 

the city and suburbs . ~3' 

1'he opening of rhe B.H.P. steelv1orks iri 1915 and 

the subse quent State Dockyard c o nverted ~ewcasLl e in to 

an indus tr ial city. saving fr om econom ic dec l in 

the mi nes decreased in i111por t a nce . Oy t933 o o.e t:.h i r'd • 



t he ma le workforce was in manufacturing and only 6% 

engaged in coal mining.C4JThe B.H.P. was without doubt 

of singular significance. I t would shape absolutely the 

form of the citys' development over the decades and 

largely determine the character and image of 

Newcastle.Between 1911 and 1921 heavy i ndustry,feeding 

on rural and British immigration to t he region ,achie ved 

a net gai n of about 17,000 people and this figure was 

not exceeded agai n until the late 40s and 50s.(5) 

Por Jim and Violet Woodward,Brriving in 1927 as 

part of the 1925 agreement between the Aus t r alian and 

British governments(6l , Newcastle proved something of a 

disappointment . In spjte of t he presence of r evenue 

produc i ng industries Newcastle,acting as a magnet fo ~ 

people seeking employment.was underdeveloped and worker s 

arriving i n the city often found wo rking conditions and 

opportunities poor.Periods of unemployment were common 

as heavy industry failed to prov ide stable 

employment.(7)The worsening of unemployment in 1928 was 

a prelude to the depress i on years fol lowi ng 1929 whe n in 

1933 38% of male wage earners in Newcastle had li t tle or 

no work.C8)lmm igrat ion too had been cut b ack in 1929 as 

the Labopr party a nd trade unions opposed the drive f or 

migra nts ,wh i le the activities of t he communis t par t y 

flou~ished as r eadi ly as t he humpies on the outskirt s of 

the city. 

Newcastle, u p to t h e Second Wo rld War , wa s c lassitl~ 
cast,via the highly select i ve White Aus tralia pol i in 

W. M. Hughes depiction of a c o un t ry'more British t hun the 

British' though as Austral i as firs t hea v' industri~ 



city it had survived rather than flourished. 

Australian xenophobia after the Fi rst World War 

fueJ{'ect fears of an asia tic invasion where' populate or 

perish' was seen as the only buffer td the perceived 

'yellow peril'.The near invasion of Australia by the 

Japanese in 1942 underlin~dthese fears and was'the 

overwhelming JUstification for postwar immigration.'(9) A 

i;:irogram of Hnmigration was devised by Ar-thur 

Calwell,Australias first minister for immigration,that 

would'enhance Australian security and expand its' 

economic development.(10) 

In comparison with Sydney,Melbourneand other 

emerging industrial centres however,large scale 

immigration,espebially that of southern 

Europeans , bypasse d ~ewcastle as a result of the policy 

of decentralisation of industry after 1945.By 1961 

migrants comprised only 3% of the Newcastle/Lake 

Macquari~ population.(11) 

The family of Gisela Noll,arriving from Germany in 

1955,enJoyed conditions that were much improved from 

1927.A generally buoyant economy and a guarantee of 

employment provided t hem with the means to establish a 

new life . Land subdivided in the 1920s and Newcastles 

planned urban g~owth resulted in Lake Macquarie Sh i re 

absorbing the greater part of Newcastles postwar 

expansion.C12)8etween 1947 and 1966 the Shire 

exper ienced a 154% i ncrease in i ts'population as opposed 

to Newcastles 10.5%.C13)By 1957 the B.H.P. employed 

about 60% migrant labour.C14J The'role of 

migrants in the massive growth of the Austra lian 



economy' C15)is undoubtedbut for Newcastle.founded on 

c.oal and British ideals,the arrival of the new 

Aust ralians did not pass without comment.In July of 1957 

the Newcastle City Council entered the immigration 

debate with the Lord Mayor,Ald.Jones,expressing concern 

over the' falling intake of British migrants' . (16lHe sa :~ 

that the Federal Government wcis "flooding'' the countr-y 

with migrants of non -British stock. 'C17>Ald. Purdue was 

a little kinder in his evaluation of immigra t ion,he 

thought it 'desireable that tbe large e mpty spaces in 

Australia are populated as soon as poss ible . ' ( !)( 18) 

In an employment sensitive city such as Newcastle 

the debate demonstrated a relative intolerance toward 

non-Britishrac~s in econom i c competition.This is in 

spite of the fact that migrants since W.W.2 have made up 

only sorne 25% of the Newcastle/ L ake Macquarie population 

growth and thac income in the Hunter Valley from its 

primary,secondry and tertiary industries increased from 

about $94 million in 1947 to about $546 million in 

1966.C19)The s l owing of British migration was ~he 

beginning of the decline of the White Australia policy 

and the evidence suggests that the hope'that migrants 

adopt Australian citizenship and the Australian way of 

life 'or ' assimilated' has occurred in Newcastle.(20) 

The valqe of immigration to Newcastle is undeniable 

.Th e regions economy,since industrialisation in 1915,has 

seen development and expansion aespite setbacks . The 

social appearance of Newcastle has not chang~d 

significantly.It remains esentially a 'British ' city but 

i f it continues to encourage development ~t s hou l d 



expect to absorb an increasing percentage of Austral i as 

migrant intake, in a continuation of the fundamental 

pattern of Australian history. 
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JIM woomvARD 

Q:Could you introduce yourself please? 

J:Yeah,l'm Jim Woodward I was born in Newcastle on Tyne in the north of 

England. 

Q: What year was that? 

J: In 1907 

Q: ~vhat year did you emigrate to Australia? 

J: In 1927 

Q : What was the reason that you came out? 

J:Oh well,I was working but my father was out of a Job,not much prospect 

of getting one . 

Q:So you tho ught b y coming to Australia you could improve your life? 

J:Yeah . 

Q:How did you come out to Austral ia? 

J:We sailed 0ut on Lhe old P&O ship the 'Bu rma',took us 8 weeks. 

Q : Which ~oJay r! l Cl you come? 

J:Came 1ound Africa,Capetown,long trip.Pretty rough. 

Q:What was the arrangement that you had with the government?Dld they pay 

yoL1r fare? 

J:We received an assisted passage from the government . a nd dldn7t have to 

pay it back or a ny thing like that . 

Q:Did you have to pay a nominal amount? 

J. Oh ,I can't remember now ~ct~ally what the arrangements we re, I k now it 

wasn't very much. 

Q:How did you know to come to Newcastle?Was it being promoted in England 



at that time? 

•J :Oh well ,11-1e knew people who we-re already settled here,there !~as a lot< 

north country people here. 

Q:Did you find it strange that a lot of the names of the towns here werE 

like names from ~he area of ~orthumberland,Durham? 

J:Oh no,it made you feel.more at home.but there wasn't much similarity 

between where 1 was living here than over there.A big change. 

Q:It was a big change? 

J:Oh yes. 

Q;Was it 1nost ly the climate or .)Ust the lifestyle ? 

J:Veah the climate and the way the people talked and I was .. . I remembe r 

one time I was asking people.somebody directions.and it was in 

Railway , Railway Lane and this fella told me to go to Railway Lyne and I'm 

looking for the Rail wa y Line,oh dear. 

Q:What were your early impressions of Newcastle,was it a clean city? 

J:No , not particularly ciean,I was very disap pointed as a mat ter of 

fact.I , and most members of tbe fa ~ ily 1 if it had been poss i ble to walk bauk 

we'd of done it! 

Q:Was there a lot of poverty in Newcastle at that time? 

J:OH yeali We tried to get away fro m the bad conditions in England a nd wh 

we got here we fou nd they were JLISt as bad.Unemployment was rife.I used to 

go to the steelworks three times a day,7 o ' clock i n the mo rn i ng ,4 o'clock 

the afternoon a nd midnight . 

Q:Micinight 1 ? 

J:Yeah.I did that for a bout nine months before I got a s tart. 

Q:You di d that for nine months at th e B.H . P . ,there were lots of men doin 

t he same thing? 

J: Oh yea! . 

Q: So,you mentioned that you got a bit of work wjth t he B.H.P. but you 

didn't stay with t hem d i d you? 



e xcuse not to go to 1-11ork because they didn't Just want to go there you kno~ 

it was.so bad. 

Q:They \Alere ft·ightened of the condit:ions? 

J:Yeah,yeah. 

Q:Was the communis~ party ve ry active in Newcastle? 

J:Oh yeah.there were, they had an une~ployed movement going.There were 

squatters camps all over the district,people built sheds with bits of 

corrugated iron and flattened kerosene tins out and did everything.you 

know.to get a house and these people oh, that was a ripe field for the ... 

Q:There was a lot of popular support for themCYeah)did they do a lot for 

the unemployed ? 

J;Yeah,they did quite a bit.They didn't get much sympathy of f t he papers 

and the medi a and things like that but,ah,I know in Wallsend,old Jimmy 

Oliver ne was a communist and if anybody.if the people were in trouble,they 

used to go to Jimmy.You know? 

Q:What were the biggest changes y o u've noticed in Newcast le since 

1927?What stands out in your mi nd as the biggest change that you've seen? 

J:Oh , much more industry here now and the place has spread out at an 

enormous r ate, things wer e JUSt,well,bushland.I could have bought a piece of 

ground over here for abou t £230 quid in 1933 or 4 and I suppose there are 

250 houses on it now.You c ould have made a fortune if you 'd known . 

Q:If you c ould have had a crystal bal l into t he future.What were some of 

t he things you did for e n tertainment f or yourself.How did the peopl e 

entertain t hems elves in those times? 

J :Oh, t here wasn,t much going on really,there wasC v isi t houses! Jhey?tvisi t 

houses>Yeah there was no T.V. of course and not too ma ny people h a d even 

wi reless sets . No you,ah,had t o make your own entertainment. 

Q:Is t here ~nything,any big event that stands out in your mind,that you 

recal l more than anything else that happened in Newcastle? 

J:Oh,the 1929, miners strike was, that was,you know, caused a lot of 



s utfering and povertyC1931 we got married!land then we got married.CWhat 

a bout that time you worked in Sydney for awhile?lThe,oh,yes I worked in 

Sydney in 1931,in a coal yard,watched the Harbour Bridge meet,the two arche 

meet. 

Q:That was a pretty big event in those times ? 

J: You could buy a ticket on the rail way then , 9 shillings and fourpence I 

used to pay, it lasted a month.That was return fare. 

Q:It lasted a month? 

J:Yeah you could use it in a month,that was from Newcastle to Strathfield 

Q:I remember you telling me once that Billy Hughes even visited this area 

and gave a speech , was he a popular man? 

J:Billy Hughes?No he was,finished then when I came here, it wasn't up 

here, it was in Sydney he spoke in Croyden and l went along to hear him . But 

he had .ao following then.Not in 1931. 

Q:You never actuaJly were naturalised as an Australian?Do you still have 

British passport? 

J:No no . No we came out here and we were Australian citizens. 

Q:You were considered immediately as Australian citizens. 

Q:CYeahlThere was never any need for you to do a formal declara t ion? 

J:Oh no . 

Q:What are your feelings for Newcastle now? 

J : Oh I like it.I would rather, I'd much rather be here than in Sydne y fo r 

arguments sake it's;in Wallsend lt's not a bad town,I'm quite happy. 

Q:Is there anything else you'd l i ke to s ay before we wind up this 

interview,any lasting message or impression you'd like to leave the people 

of Newcastle? 

J:I'm81 now.and I dent suppose I've got a great deal of time left, I've h~ 

a good life. 

Q:Do you feel Australia has given you everything you'd hoped for? 

J:Oh yeah , y~ah.Yeah we have our own home.we own everyth i ng.We dent owe a 



penny anywhere.we have all the things we need. 

Q:Thanks very much for that,I appreciate it. 

J:Good . Good. 
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VIOLET WOODWARD 

V:My name is Ada Violet Woodward. 

Q:Where were you born? 

V:Born in Eng land,Northumber land.Throcley. 

Q:What year was that? 

V:1905 

Q:Vou mentioned Throcley,is that ne~r Newcastle on Tyne as well? 

V:Yes,only ~ few miles. 

Q:What year did you emigrate to Australia? 

V:1927 . 

Q:What was your reason for coming to Australia? 

V:I suppose,boredom,I suppose as much as anything 1n the one Job and my 

sister was already out here,she had written glowing reports of all the 

lovely beachas and sent lovel y snaps and everything. 

Q:She wasn't actually in the Newcastle area? 

V:No,she was in Sydney. 

Q:What was the method that you came to Australia?Did you come by sh 1)~ 

V:Came by the'Mo~eton Bay'.A very nice ship . 

Q :And what was the route used? 

V:We came through the Mediterranean 1 and Suez Canal. \ 

Q:What was the arrangement you had with t he Australian Government,did tou 

have an assisted passage? 

V:I had an idea it was about £~0 but I' m not quite sure. 

Q:It wasn't a huge amount? 

V:No>it was very little,thhey wanted migrants . 



Q:What were your.actually.was Newcastle being advertised in your area at 

tha t time a s a place t o emmigrate to? 

V:No,not particularly . I think it was mostly Sydney.Sydney was sort of 

picturesque. 

Q:Did you come with t he impression that there would be plenty of work fo1 

you here ? 

V:Yes,I think so . 

Q:Did you actually find things as you expected when you arrived? 

V:Wel l ,we came up to Ne wcast le, I had no intention of stayin g i n 

Newcastle,my Aunty was living up in Weston,! had used her when I was 

nominated out,that I had somewhere to come t o and so I a rr ived on the monda 

and went straight up to Aunt Adas' at Weston and on the following thursday 

happened to see a n advert in the newspaper, in the morning newspaper,for th i 

off ice Job and 1 went a nd phoned and they said could I come down straight 

away for an inte~view t hat day so I said yes I could b e down in the 

afternoon .. . 

Q:That was secretarial work was it? 

V:Yes .. that I wo uld be down i n the afternoon so I went down in the 

afternoon and I wa s accepted fo r the Job and i star t e d work the fo ll owing 

monday . So I was on l y here a week before I was working. 

Q:Where wa s t hat? 

V:That was at Murtons at the bank cor ner . 

Q:What s ort of work was it? 

V:Cler i cal work , I also had to be t he cashier too because they used to s el 

petrol and tyres . Was a retreading firm a ctual ly . 

Q:Was that the only Job you had i n Newcastle/ 

V:Well it was the only one I applied for . I started t here with the idea o f 

if I d idn 't like it wel l ,! h ad plenty of time to look around. 

Q:What were your earl y i mpressions o f Newcastle when you first arrive d 

here? 



V:Oh,can't say I was actually thrilled about it but the beach was nice,we 

used to go st~imming there,we used to go to the baths at night time.And I wa 

very fortunate because I was boarding with some people at Jesmond,it was a 

little far out, I had to run down through the park every morning to catch a 

tram. 

Q:Were t he trams an important part of getting to work? 

V:Ves. 

Q:Were there lats of other people on the trams,were they very busy or ful 

quite often? 

V:Oh yes,pretty well used.There was no other transport and people didn't 

have cars in those days,very few anyway, it was JUSt a normal procedure.I 

wasn't here very long till I met Mr and Mrs Woodward and she invited me to 

go to tea on a s unday so of course I went 9nd th~'e I me t Jim. 

QAnd you married? 

V:I knew him very very casually in England, I Just knew who he was and ~h~ 

he did,he was a bus driver. 

Q:The area of settlement you chose as Wallsend , was there a particular 

~eason for that? 

V:No I can't remember how I came to be there because I was in Hamilton fc 

a long time and at Ha~ilton I could walk to work, it was JUSt near t h e bank 

corner . 

Q:Was it because Wallsend was near the coal mines? 

V: No,I Just can't think.It was th~ough my sister,that was it,that I came 

to live in wallsend 1 because s he got married,she married a chap from the 

north of England and he was a miner and probably through her that r came tc 

Wall send . 

Q:What we r e some of the particular difficulties tou had as a woman in a 

new country,any particular problems? 

V:Oh none at all J ust . . . 

Q:Jus t a matte r of c hangi n g s hoes? 



V:That was a ll 

Q:What were some of the things you did fo r e nte r tainment?You men tioned 

goin g to the baths in summer. 

V:Yes well)Jim was unemployed a nd he couldn7t afford to take me o ut a 

great d e al so we only used to g o for walks or go to the beach or things lik 

t hat .Occasionaly would go to see a s how in town , it wasn't very expensive. 

Q:What sort of shows were they? 

V:Oh,pictures,Just the same as you have now I suppose. 

Q:You would catch the tra m in again to see t hem? 

V:Oh,it all depends, if you were going to the Theatre Royal whic h was near 

the bank corner we J USt used to walk.If we were going to the St rand we migh 

get a tram . 

Q:Oo you feel t hat Newcastle has changed a lot since you arrived in 

1927?What are the changes you' ve noticed? 

V:Well, Just grown ,like everything else 

Q:I t still feels much the same as when you arrived in 1927.The feeling of 

the city? 

V:Now,yes,its grown qui te a lot since we came. 

Q:What are your feelings for t h e area now, it wasn't you r i n ten tion to s ta 

so ve t·y long? 

V:~o ,we fi nished up going to Queensland for quite a long while.Jirns 

parents were down here and all his family and then my s i ster went back to 

England in 1954 and she died there so we more or less came back to be near 

t he family. 

Q:Vour husband 1~o rked for quite awhile i n the coa l industry, Did that caus 

a ny problems for you whil e he was at work?Did h e work shift work for 

example? 

V:Well,in the later years after I'd finished work it was a little b i t 

lonely at nigh t time especially;he was t h e night shift deputy a nd he 

couldn't leave very early or anyt h ing,a lot of the men cou ld do their work 



and then they could knock off and go home , being a deputy he had to stay 

unti l they ~1ere all gone and see that eve ry t hing was al!right before he 

le. f t. 

Q: Any moments of your time in Ne wc astle t hat you'd like to recall,that y< 

r emember as being particularly notewo rthy ? 

V:Can't r ea ll y say noW,JUSt at t he moment Stephen. 

Q:You also worked for a time with a shipping office in Newcastle? 

V:Yes,t h a t ~v as James Patrick a nd Co . Ltd. they had vessels going between 

Sydney, Newcastle, Brisba ne. 

Q :Do you remember the traf fic as being fairly regular,was it fairly busy 

at those times? 

V:They were spec ial days every week, there'd be one going north and one 

c oming south and one goi ng down to Mel bourne. 

Q:Wh at type of ships were they?Were they steam ships? 

V:Steamships. 

Q:Were they s mall freighters or l a rge? 

V: J u s t sma ll freighters no t great big ones . It was quite a lucrative 

buisness. 

Q :So that time t he sea traff i c was i mportant fo r trad e? 

V:Oh,there was a night l y service to Sydney too from Newcastle , a lot of 

peo p l e used to use that. 

Q:Was that a passenger service? 

V: Passenger service. 

Q: [f t here was anything you c ould do d i f£e r e ntl y since arriving in 

Aistralia what would that be? 

V:A few years ago! wou ld have said I'd go back to England,not~ it's . . . mor 

o r less accepted as home. 

Q:Thankyou very much for that interview . 

V:You're welcome St ephen . 
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Summary of lnterviews . 

This cassette contains three interviews with immtgrants tc 

Australia who arrived in Newcastle in 1927 and 1955 m 8ng ~nd 

and Germany respectively . 

Jim Woodward and Violet WoodwardCmaiden name Liddell)arrived 

seperately from England on an assisted passage . The reason for 

their migration was par~ly influenced by friends and relatives who 

bad already settled in Australia . They arrived by ship . a Journey o f 

approximately 8 weeks.Mr Woodward experienced the early 

difficulties of finding work in Newcastle,expressing 

disappointment at the lack of opport unity.He eventually found 

work,after dogged perseverance,at the B.H. P. a nd later as a deout y 

at coal mines in the Newcastle area.His personal picture of 

Newcastle in the years of the Gre-0t Depress ion is of a city 

sufferin~ the indignities of mass unemployment,poverty and 

underdevelopment.He speaks of the squatter camps, strikes a nd the 

communist par~y.He notes the changes in the general development of 

the area 

The experience for ~rs Woodward regarding employment was quite 

different. She arrived with secretarial ski l ls and expertence and 

found work immediately.She mentions the tram network that was 

until 1950 an essential par~ of urban expansion.She describes a 

f a irly typical ~ king class so~ial life,a very British style of 

life in fact.There drC Lhe dif fi c ~ies as wife to a shiftwo1 ker 

.She worked for 2 timr al a shipping orr c l 

describes t he regular _ ner traffi and 

~castle and 

the e~s ter 

r 



coast. 

Gi sela Nol l arrived from Gerruany in 1955 as part 0£ the great 

exodus of Europeans after 1945.She arrived after the Maitlarrd 

floods end went initially to Greta m~grant camp.Her husband and 

son were contracted to the B.H.P. as tradesman for two years.Their 

next move was to a garage ln Warners Bay ~od finally they built 

their awn home.The language barrier posed some problems at fi~st 

but they even tuaJ.ly settled in and adopted Australia as a 

permanent home. 

All three interviewees expressed an lniit l al disappointmen t 

for the area but indicated tllat it was now home for them. 



GISELA NOLL 

O:My name ls Gisela Anna Noll.I ' m born in Germany in the Lo~nship of 

Bremen. 

Q:What year was that? 

G:I was born 1914. 

Q:When did you e yfu igrate to Australia? 

G:We migrated in 1955. 

Q:What was t he reason for coming to Austraiia? 

G:Viell,my husband want to come to Allstralian and,actually,we only 

wanted to stay here for five years . 

Q :How did you come out to Australia? 

G: We came out by plane,KLM plane,and we flew over the ~iddle 

East,Darwin and Sydney. 

Q:What sort of trip was it? 

G:It was a good trip, it took 8 days to come o ut so that probably the 

longest plane trip.ever si nce . 

Q:Was that par t ~he arran gement you had wit h the Aust ral i an 

goverrunent?Dt ~· 11ey p ay your ai r fare? 

G:Yes , we came ou l ic co£ ' us nothing but my son and my husban d 

be l ' the cont ract for .lie B . H. P. for tv)O years at least 

und, wel l,that's it. 

Q:They wo~ked for the B.H.P . for two years did they c ontin ue working 

) with the B.H.P. after the contract had finished? 

G: Yes they d i d. Jly husband 1 ·Jrked there t i l 1 tha day h e died a nd rr.y 

s o n had to do anotbe year apprenticesh ip as a fitt er a nd turner 

because Germa r.vas c..i ly four year apprenticeship ctnd ~ere Nas fi ve . 

Q:Can you tel 1 us what y our ~arlv imp r-ssion s were of ~e • astle a nd 



what the cond itions were like in those first months? 

G:Ah,well,not very nice. I have to admit that , because they put us on 

the train,to Greta camp and that was the first train after the big 

flood in ~aitland and it was absolutely shocking. 

Q:What did the countrys ide look like? 

G:Oh,in that time, dreadful,because everything wa s under water a nd 

under mud you know,that wasn 1 t very nice.First impression we had wasn't 

150%. 

Q:What was Greta camp like? 

G:Well,Greta camp was not very nice either because it was JUSt the 

soldiers little barracks they put us in ... 

Q:Was it segregated.could you stay with your husband? 

G:Oh n~, the men went,got their Jobs at the 8 . H. P. ,they had to go to a 

hostel and l was Just staying in Greta camp . 

Q: Was it di ff i"Cll 1 t for you on your o~..in in the camp? 

G:Yes it was,very much so but then again we bought the Land in 

Warners Bay and slart to build a house . 

Q:Were there a lot r£ other nationalities in the camp? 

G:Yes , every nationality you can th i nk of. 

QCould you na me some of them perhaps? 

G:Oh yeah.there are Dutch,Polish,Yugoslavia,everythings you can think 

kf,thcy were a l l there. 

Q;You bough t land at Warners Bay and settled there,what were the 

early years like in Warners Bay? 

G:For me it was hard a nd difficult,the language but the two men gone 

o work and they picked the language up qu i cker than I had the 

pportunity . 

Q:Did you build immediately? 

G:Well,we first lived for two years in a garage and then we starLed 

o build a house. 



Q . What t~ere some of the particular difficulties you had as a migrant 

1mnan? 

G:Well when we first built the garage up here , naturally we had no 

ater connection ,no electricity and that was a little bit difficult 

but we finally got a great bjg help from Australian people.helped us 

~et the water and electricity and all that on. 

Q:Do you feel you assimilated quickly,did you make f riends easily? 

G:Yes,1 did ~ade very easily friends with the Australian women 

articularly and they were very helpful . 

to 

Q:What would be the biggest changes you've noticed in the years that 

you've been here? 

G:Newcastle?Well;everything has been built up, there are road tarred 

~h ich when we came out was only grave l roads if there was a road anyway 

nd all the houses bui lt up and modern, is really gettJng to a modern 

tage of Newcas tle now. 

Q:What are your impressions now of ~ewcastle,how do you ~eel abo ut 

he area? 

G:Well,I feel O.K. and I think it is my home . 

Q:You don't have any nostal gia for Germany? 

G:No,I have been back to G~rmany,that's a bout twel ~· year s ago a I 

\las g lad (.>1 her1 I came back, I 'm sorry to say that. 

Q.~ewcastle is definitely now your home? 

C _wcastle i s my home now. 

QCan we go back a little blt,can you tell us how you came to know 

~hat there was land available at Warners Bay? 

G:Well the agents went over,or got in to the B.H.P. ,they know when a 

atch of migrants arrived and wanted to ell land so.my husband 

ought,oh he came and p icked my husband up a nd s howed him tbe way 

~ound here a nd so they,a Jot of German peo ple,they bough t and . . . 

Q:In the same street? 



G:In the same street. 

Q:Were these people you knew at the camp? 

G:~o,not from Greta camp.but all German people lived in that street. 

Q:When you began to set tle into the area din you not ice that people 

~ere a little resentful of the fact that you were here as migrants? 

G:Oh,in the beginn ing ,yes.When we had build the garage up and there 

as Austra lian neighbours there,at the bac k ,neighbours and they had a 

ittle boy, was about two years old and the boy started to run over to 

s and the woman J ust didn't want it,hi.m to come,but another week and 

he boy still run over to us then she pointsd out like give him noth j ng 

o eat, they were probably frightened we poi.son him or some~hing but . . . 

Q:Vou became good friends? 

G:After about four or five weeks we were the best friends. 

C:You mention also that you had a lot of trouble with the 

~anguage,what were some of the things you remember particularly,say,the 

~hopping? 

G:Yes,that was a probl em . 

Q: How did yo·..1 manage? 

G:Well,managed most of the ti.me buying soMething i n tins when you 

oul d sec the p i.ctures on the= ti n to know what you wanted. S, .1 

l t ~he labels o f the tins and studied it then and gradually I got 

0 it . 

Q:WhaL sort of things did you do fo r entertaj n ment,the three of you 

hen you were here?How did you entertain yourselve~? 

G:Oh,well.we had a lot to do ,clean Lhe land up and buil d fence up and 

ix the garage up inside so we could live decent and mo~ of the time 

lt was going like that. 

Q:You were busy getting settled? 

G:Yes . 

Q:What oppor 1.• 11 1ties did y 3ve to mee t nt her Australians?What sort 



1i things did you do to Ret away from home when you had the time? 

G:Oh,to meet the Australian people?Well nobody around us had cars or 

~nything that's ,what,33 years ago and well we got friendly with the 

~ack neighbours and they were all Australian people and we made it as a 

ule we played cards on saturday night, six of us and that was more or 

ess our entertainment. 

Q:Did you play a ny sport? 

G:Yeah,then they asked me to Join thei r tennis club,which I at first 

hought I couldn' t understand them or something but they were very 

elpful.So I was the onlyest German migrant in their tennis club. [t's a 

.e r~lfic Lime we had.It was really lovely. 

Q:What did yo ur husband and son think about working at the B . H.P.? 

G:Ah,it was entirely different from the working condition in Germany 

ecause everything was free and open and he often laughed and said 

very boss y ou called by their Christian name and no need to take your 

at off and say 'good morn ing mister' or something.You know so it was 

ery . . . 

Q:It was much more formal in Germany? 

G: Oh11, oh yes very forr.ial. 

Q:So that was one of the things that struck you,the ease of 

ifestyle? 

G:Yes ,easy going and that's what we liked and loved from the 

egim _ 16 on. 

Q:At what point did you realise t~ ~· you weren' t going back LO 

ermany?After your five years did 

G:O yes. 

u ~a e a decision to stay? 

Q: 'i >LI talked about it? 

G:We talked about it and there wasn t c h talk i ng,we Just got 

aturalised, we had it on our mi.nd not to go back becau se we loved i t 

ere . 



Q:Was it because you heard things weren't good in Germany or were you 

u::.t happy? 

G:Well that's why we left Germany for 

Q:Was being naturaliseci,was that an important step for you .. 

G:Yes,a great big importan~ step. 

Q:Oid you feel good a bout it? 

G:Yes,we did feel good about it , we thought we belong. 

Q:Then your mother came out a fe~ years later as well? 

G:Yes,my mother came out when she was 70 years of age. 

Q:Did you feel then t hat your home was more complete. 

G:Oh it was nice,it was really lovely to have her here with us. 

Q:Oid you have any problems getting ber into the country? 

G:~o,we guarentee for her and she 1 no,we had no trouble. 

Q:You've been here now 33 years, in that time your husband has passed 

way,your mother has also passed away and you're here mostly on your 

wn,your son is working in Queensland.do you feel you're coping OK? 

C:Well,yes I 1 in the meant i me T'm 74 years of age now and yes, I get 

long.I have Joined,playing lawn bot l s for 24 years now and J belong to 

he bowling club and well I ' m lookin g for ward s fo r r elaxation and 

j ixing with the people. 

Q:~ost of your friends are fro~ th~ bowling club? 

G:Yes,all rny friencls,more or less ,are in the bowling c.lub . 

O:Are they good he lp ,good company for you? 

G:Yes 1 lovely friends.They help me a lot . 

Q:Even though you're here on your own you still s ense that this i s 

he place where you belong? 

r Yes.Yes of course,here is where I belong,this is wt~re my fami ~; 

s . 

Q u K,thankyou very much . 

G. Vo 1,.1' re welcon1e-. 



UNIVERSITY OF NEWCASTLE 

OPEN FOUNDATION COURSE 

1988 

1 ............................... #h-.rJ.IJr. ... .... &ti:. .............. give oiy 

per mission to ........ .N..~~ .. ~~.~J.~~ ....... ::i.!:':7 .. 1 
.. ~:§.~~.!::..'i .. 

to use this interview, or part of this interview, for 

research,publication and/or broadcasting (delete one of 

these if required) and for copies lo be lodged in 

for the use of other bona fide researchers . 

Signed ................. A.: ..... /.!:!:.~ ............................................... . 
Date /--/-- f- 118'~ 

. ....... ;, ••• '' ' ''' ''' t •• ' •• , • •• • •• ••• "! • • • ;, • •• ' • • ••••• • ' ' ••• • • • •• '' • • , ••••• • •• • • • • ~ ·· · •• • • • • •• • •••• 

I . 


