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This is a Newcastle University Open Foundation ~ Australian History - 3r d Tenn 

Project - I988o Ny name is John Donkin and I am presently t alking wi tb Wilf'red Dews 1 

an ex- coalminer from Stockton i3orehole Colliery and l would like to i ntroduce you 

to him and I will a.sk you if you will g;i ve us an outline of your life. 

WILFIDID: Yes, John, l guess if I have to give you an outline of my life, I guess 

I ' 11 have to start when I was four. l was born in Victoria Street, Teralba., 

known then as Monkeytown. One of ten , and at tended Teralba School. 

Started there in school, i n 1915 and Teralba wasn' t lil'.e it is today. 

Teralba School went up t o sixth class. You s t arted i n First Class t hen, 

and each year whether you passed or failed you still went up . The first 

real exam you had was t he Q. C. which was shortened because Q. C. was 

Qualified Certificate. Wow, after you passed the Qualified Certificate 

after Year 6, you were able to go to Adamstown School , or i f you were 

real bright you went to Boys ' High or Girls' ili..gh, but I went to Adamstown 

School. Duri ng the time I was there, they opened Broadmeadow Central, 

ana we ·walked down from Adamstown to Broadmeadow central. first thing 

we had to do after our school lessons or sport was to tear the Tea- t rees 

out of the ground and really clear it. I remember it plainly, and 

I enjoyed school . l don ' t think I worked hard, in fact I 'm sure I didn ' t . 

I alr..iays wanted a job and on reaching the age of .fourteen l mentioned to 

Dad l wanted to work - ' I don ' t want t o go to school. Well, 'he said, ' we '11 

take you d0tm and see the manager of the pit, Mr. :Bell. ' And of course, 

he said, 'well, go back to school, bring back your report in 6 months time 

and he said ' I'll give you a j ob or you ' ll learn a trade.' 

JOHN: So at t he age o'f 15 • • . 

W!LmED: No.oo.14 

JOIDf: You start ed work a t ••.. • o • 

WIL:rnED: Oh yes, I started work at 14. You could start work at 14 then. 
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WILFRED: Well, I went back t o school, worked a bit harder, got a pretty good report , 

went down to see Mr Bell . Re said' Yes, you can have a job on the pit top 

on the s creens, p i cking the stone out of the coal. ' lfo chance then, of 

going to Tech. and ;earning a trade because you had to be i n the trade that 

you were going t o learn ~ If you were going to learn Carpentry, you had t o 

oo apprenticed. Well, I wasn ' t . I certainly didn ' t like that job , and 

decided, well I'm going to go to Teen. Tech was i n Uewcastle then, Hunter 

Street , ffewcastle . 

JOHN: That ' s present ly the Arts College • • • 

WI L!RED: Yes. So, after I enquired there, I wanted to learn Carpentry. I alsays 

had an interest i n Carpentry. NO. You can ' t go to Tech . for Carpentry 

unles s you are· apprenticed. Well , that was no goo·d. So I put in for the 

Railway. I wanted t o see if I could get something more permanent and 

where I could wor k myself up to somethi ng. 13ut I was either coo young, 

by the time I stopped putting my applicati ons in I was too old, and I had 

a stack of them, t hat high. So there was no chance. Ho then, I t hought , 

' I'm stuck in a Coalmine, I ' l l go and study the darn thing.' Went in, I 

did I2months Maths first because I knew I \\Ould be doing Surveying and 

that' s Haths as well . I did my I2montbs Maths , passed t hat OK and t hen 

started Coalroining. Did all right i n my exams . Got u:p t o Thir d Year, which 

was equal to Undermanager 1 but you don 't get a Certificate. You' ve got to 

sit for it 1 separate. In the meantime t I got a bad eye. I went to an Eye 

Speci alist . He said ' Where do ycu l·ior k?. In a Coalmine . Well, he said, 

You ' ll be blind before you ' re 50 i.f you continue down a mine. ' That didn 't 

worry me. Beiilg young end. stupi.~. 50 years seemed to be s o far away. Saw 

t he manager and tol d him I wanted a j ob down below on Afternoon Shift \>There 

my f at her was a Deputy and that ' s where they did big timbering. All 

timbering then , of course you must remember then Borehole was l'IOrking 



JOID{; 

- 3-

long\~-allo And of course , i t was handworking. 

J\nd thl.s was all Contract days? 

:'!II.FRED: Thal: was all Contract days , a.11d he said 'Yes, you can have a job down 

there with a miner . I knew t he miner, a chap by the name of Conner . 

That didn 1 t suit me, because that was Daywor k. I wanted Afternoon Shift 

where I could lea.m the timbering, because i t was so i mpor tant in those 

days - r oof supporting, which is entirely different today. So, that fell 

through. Having got this bad eye , and getting older I thought , ' Well, I ' ll 

give that away too. So then I took up Horticulture and re·tlly liked that. 

Di d Horticulture and G:reenkeeping, and of course, that ' s what I ' ve done 

1:1ost of my l i fe. Horticulture. 

JOHN: Could you t ell me what type of t1ages were _paid i n those days? 

HJ:LW.ED: Yes , ~.,ell starting a t 14, John , ever yone was paid six and tuppence a. day. 

Now you must 1rork that out in today ' s currency. I ' 11 leave that to you , 

but I must tell it to you, as it was paid to us. Fourteen, six & tuppence. 

And, there 1,-1as no laid on water at that pi t. 'i"le used to take our own water 

from home . There was no canteens, as you have them today. There was no 

t oilets. ';!e had over a hund.J?ed men working on pit top and borehole then, 

because •r1e had a compliment of 400 miners , wheelers and all the other 

i ncidental jobs that go do·,m into the rii t , and of course to cater for all 

that, we had a hundred men on top . Now, with no toilets John , you just 

think, in the sumner we had to answer a call of nature we went behind a 

heap of blackberries or lantana over i n the .ash heap. Now, that -,,as 

degrading to me, and s o it was to everybody el se. The water we took from 

home was usually wann in t he SUill!Der by 9o ' clock, but we bad to drink it. 

They didn 1 t boil the billy. Two ;cerosene tins on the Blacksmith ' s fire. 

We took our O"lll tea and sugar and our own billy can and we put it dovm on a 

long bench, aJ1d about IOo ' clock, the chap that boiled the billy went dor:m 

and boil ed the ·.iater, then IP.ade our tea. But , I can tell you this. l~ine 
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times out of ten, in t he summer , we would put our tea and sugar i n, and t he 

flies •;ould eo in too. And of course, he didn ' t get the flies out. 

Fie tipped the water on, and scooped the flies off. 

now, I'm trying to tell you this ' and I I 11 tell you the improvements 

that came after ~rorld War II, or during World War II. 

Did you do your bathing at home then, i n those days? 

iJ"ILERED: Th.ere were no bathrooms, no bat!>.rooms at all at the pit. Some of the men 

did t>.ave a wooden cask, because all t he grease and everything came in 

1rooden barrels t hen, and t}iey ' d "Ut one in half and make a couple of' dam 

good tubs . ?ney wou.ld have a bath around a.long side the ooilers . There 

was a bit of an arrangement, but t hat was only a :fe;i. 1'hst of them went 

home black. They travelled :fr om 1fallsend by tram . Got out at Cockle Creek 

and ··ralked over to the pit. A lot came by train , because you remember there 

was a stati on at the racecourse. Boolaroo racecourse . And they stopped the 

train there end let the men out about IO to 7, and they also stopped the 

train about ~uarter past 3, or perhaps a bit earlier anrl trey got on again. 

JOHN: I think that practice continued i nto the early ?O 's, didn ' t it? 

~\~iNRED That pr act ice continued right up John, but t he Boolaroo Racecourse was 

pulled down and they stopped at the gates. They made a little ••• few 

sleepers there , and t he men scrambled on the t rains there a t the gates. 

JOHN: 

Now getting back to the pit itself, there were n6 sprinklers on the coal. 

The coal came up in -} ton wooden skips, were put i nto a tumbler and tipped 

onto the shaker, which separated the big coal from the small coal and in 

that shaking process, all the dust . . . there were no sprinklers t o put out 

the dust. By 9 o ' clock we were as black as coal itself. Nothing of interest 

was provided for us . We didn ' t get e;loves or anything l i.R:e that . The coal 

went away to the Steehrorks mainly i n wooden trucks t hat held 8 - IO tons . 

Today .. • 

By train? 
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l'HLFRED: By train. A.11 went by train. When there was a shortage of wagons , they 

used to. pack the bunker then with the small coal, because they would only 

send the big coal away. necause coal went away in big lumps t hen - it 

was.fl 't crushed or anything like that. It wasn't separated. We didn 1 t 

have uash.eries . We really didn't have anything. But at the beginning 

of World War 117 they could see the i mport ance of coal and t hey could see 

that the miners had to have somethi.ug better. That 's when they started to 

introduce t he more-or- less beautifying the gardens .. Beautifying the pi t . 

That's when I came i n to planting trees .. Making the place like - you 

1·1eren 1 t asbamed to take your f riends there. They did introduce a scheme 

alSO Where - 8Il inc_entiVe SCheme, Where if YOU attended t,TOrk for 5 days, 

I think it was ••. 

JOHN : IO deys~ A fortnight. 

WI LFRED : IO •• • • IO 

JOHN.: Once a f'ortni.gb t .• 

WILIBED: IO a fortnight , you got an extra day. 

JOHN: A day' s pay? 

11IT"FRED: An extra day's payo And then, of course~ they introduced a bonus scheme. 

JOEii: 

But that -was l ater on. '!'he whol e tbi.ng,. from coalmines, -,.rhen I started in 

1923, to when I retired 1969, after 46 years, I could see the improvements 

i n t he coal i ndustry, from canteens which most pits have today, to lovely 

bathrooms and even t he 1i.'Ork is much easier because a lot of it is done by 

machinery- todey. 

You've gone through the change from handmining to the full mechanisation 

as it is today. 

iirLFR.~: Yes , I saw the improvements~ I s aw the change from :P.andmining cont ract , 

where at this ,!>it, Borehole did fill I2 skips, that ' s t ton in each skip,. 

so that 1s 6 ton of coal they dug nut - each miner, that was his quota. 

Jomr: That uas required by them1 each day ,. by the company? 
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iflLl"""""RED: It wasn ' t required of them, but they weren 't allowed to fill any more, 

because t he distribution of skips has to go to ea.ch one , and of course, 

.TOID'I : 

those that were i n what ~·1as termed as a good plac e , t hey could fill theirs 

easily., The poor cbap that was in a hard place,. he also had to have a turn 

a t the skips, so they put t.rbat they called a rdarg', and they had I2 skips 

each to fill. And they di.d it . Host o:f them, anyt1ay. Most of them in hard 

places •••• • well I don •t know how they got on, because I wasn 't down there . 

You•d see the results of the hard work and the injuries that came out of the 

collieries . 

WILWED: Yes, J'ohn . I 1m glad you mentioned that because i n I9I7 I had a brother killed 

there . He »ras n 't killed down belm-:, he was killed on the top . I' ve got a 

photo here , I ' ll show you exactly where it was . Around about there. He 

was Y! himself', born in 1900 . He was letting ful l wagons down from t he slack 

that ' s the small coal, and on to t h i s line which came into one 1 ine and the 

big coal. And of course ,, the brakes on those wagons were on the dam f ront, 

where you bed to mor e or less si t on. • • and i t tias very dangerous. Well, 

he was crushed behieen the t wo - one full l oad of coaJ. on that line and 

this other one coming domi here. However, he 1-msn 't killed s traight out . 

He was taken up and lai d in the shade o:f the windi ng house because you 

remember there were no ambulance stations then. lil'o ambulance man at the pit . 

They ll!ight have had a chap that could :put a bandage on ,, and that was it. 

\lell, my brother laid there. They want ed to bring the ambulance out from 

fall sencl Hospital, and of course it was horse drawn. By the time t hey gi::it 

the ambul ance out, well ~ he ' d died. They h-ere goi ng to meet the ambulance 

dmm at Bool aroo Bridge somewhere. They were carting him home i n a dray from 

the pit. One of the l eading businessmen, old Tom Frith, from Boolaroo, 

who was riding around get t i ng orders , because there were quite a 1~ew humpys 

round that pit, where miners lived in and then ·went home, sometimes to 

Cessnock or wherever, and Tom Fri.th s aw t his and thought something 
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better has got to be done . He said 1 we can 't have that in I917. So 

he called a meeting of the public under bis shop verandah at Boolaxoo 

on t he pay Fri.day night ( remember mi.mer' s only go§ paid every fortnight) . 

There was ' pay week ' and there ,.,as 1b.!'ick week '. They formed a commit t ee 

and that ' s how the N. S .H. Ambulance Service started • 

.TOHN: So you ' re saying, basically that j;he N. S . W. Ambulance started in Boolaroo. 

Will"'"'RED: It Started in Bool aroo. 

JOHN : The first station •••• 

WILFRED; The first stati rm that I remember, beeause I remember we had our ambulance 

at Boolaroo and as a young fellow, I used to {§) to Newcastle Speedway, 

and I can remember a chappie by toe name of Doolan or Doalan going around 

trying to collect t o get an amrulance in Newcastle . Boolaroo already had 

theirs . 

JOHN: And that came out Ofoo•oo• 

n:LliRED: And that came out of that accident. Uow as you mentioned accident fatalities , 

there were quite a .few there. In fact, I had two brothers killed thei·e . 

The whole family ••• well I ' m ~;rang in saying the whole famil y , there was 

ten of us, and there '-"'ere three girl s - they didn ' t hOrk at the pit . But 

five of us worked at the pit, and I think we bad about 170 years between us. 

Poor old col liery ! 

JOffil: Ccming f r om a town like Teralba, there wouldn 1 t have been much oppoutuni ty 

to do anything else would there~ for the boys in the family other than 

coaltnining? 

l·iILmED: lfo John, there wasn ' t a l ot of opportunities. Especially if your fat her 

was working in a coalmine. And especially if he had IO children. 

What op ortunity has he got to send us older ones to continue school. 

to earn 
We wan t ed t o get out and work because we wantedf{ur keep . No there 

;1asn 't much opportunity - if your father was in OO.sii1e ss, if your father 

was t he local policeman, he had the opportunity to getting you i nt© something 
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differen.to But not lri th most of us . It was just pi ts. 

JOHN: It was expect ed of you if your f ather. o •• o 

WILmED: ifell, it •res tradition to follow your dad, and that was it, and most of 

them did, because at Teralba then was Gartlee Pit, Northern Extended, 

it was called or Gartlee or Sneddons . 

JOffif : These were located over the west side of Teralba, were they? 

W-.LLFRED: They were located over a t the west, and Pacific, of course, or Teralba 

JORN: 

as it is called now i s s till appro:ximately in the same place, but mining 

under different conditions. And later, I'll show you, if you haven ' t already 

seen them, I'll show you a picture of Pacific pit a very long time a.go, John. 

Could you tell us the use of horses in the coalmining industry back in 

those days? 

WILFRED: Oh yes· John, I'm sorry I forgot that part because Stockton Borehole had 

70 odd horses there, and being a very low seam, I think the average height 

was r.ibout 3' IO" . Ile had very small ponies and ·r1e had 70 odd, 60 odd used to 

go down the pit . le had about 4 or 5 on top, because they were much bigger, 

and the horses then, trere brought up every night. i\fter work, they were 

brought up and they weren ' t kept dorm the pit , like same other pi ts. 

They went do'rm about quarter to six: in the morning and were dO\·ID by about 

bal:f past six or quarter to seven. Those horses became used to what they did. 

They could always be in the same place at the same time . They knew t he time , 

they didn ' t have a watch, but they knew the darn time. When we went there to 

feed tilem, about 3o ' clock in the morning, they 1d be gathered around where they 

knew they were going to get fed. Now one particular horse , working on 

afternoon shift, he kne,., approximately the t ime he was going to knock off. 

One night, the cage came up, wi th no gates on, and here was ol d ·Ginger standing 

right i n that cage \·ti. th no gates on. Now if he had been standing 611 back or 

6 11 forward he would have lost his head or his tail . He knew exactly where to 

s tand. Everyone got a hell of surprise when Ginger ceme u:p in that empty cage · 
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But , you can understand, having tbat amount of horses at the pit , John, 

that the smell from the horses , sweat and manure were still circulating 

through that mine, so there you are , that ' s one good thing with horses gone 

and machinery r;roming in, they ' ve eliminated that part of the smell f rom t he 

pits . 

JOHN : Can you tell me a little bit about during your time there, when there were 

several long! strikes1 how were t hese horses cared for , and the facilities 

cared for while they were on strike? 

WILFRED: During the s trikes, John, they still had t beca in that small paddock down 

the bAck there. But on one or two occasions, they did let them out t o 

bigger paddocks. That was the way they were looked after , but they were 

still fed. They weren ' t fed as m~c~. lut they were still looked after. 

Fed and watered and during the strikes of .•. as you mentioned strikes 

we had a IO month st rike there at Borehole over lamps. 1fuen they were 

using kerosene lamps and being a gasey 

and of course the manager wouldn ' t have 

mine,- we wanted 

but the men 
that~ad to have 

electric lights, 

them, so we ·were 

out for IO montp..s. Another time we were out for 15 months ~ but that l"iasn ' t 

a strike, that was a lockout. And the information i s there, if you ' d like 

to read it and some time harl.d what I've forgotton to te-1.1 you • •• but I 

think the lock out, ;ras the longest strike in the area i n the in:lustry 

and I think those that went t:brough it still remember it and still have a 

bad taste a.bout the whole thing because we were locked out, we couldn ' t 

get dole, as you ' d call i t in those days. Fortunatei!y, I was single. Dad 

was ,.,orking at that pit. He worked part t i me . He was a Deputy. They did 

introduce the Police down there at one time, do~m the Borehole, <luring that 

lockout because they thought someone was going to sneak down and blow the 

whole thing up . So they had policemen there . 

J"OIDh ''1hat was the r eason ~or the lockout? 

11rr.LFRED: 'dell, the coal wasn ' t sought after so much, because it was about 1929 and 
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they rere stockpili ng it. The owners weren ' t making enough profit, put 

it t."tiat \·1ay. They want ed to give t he miners a I 2'i-% reduction, which they 

1rouldn ft acc ept. So t hey gave us our notice. I can sti ll remember .• 

I 'm s orry I didn 1 t keep the notices . Still it was very short and to the 

point . It just said, ' Please take note, after this date - I t hink it 1~as 

February or March, you:r service will no l onger be required. That was it. 

They haven ' t changed much. 

WIL1RED: They haven 1 t changed much 1 John.. No, no. It 1 s al ways short and to the point. 

JOHN: 

But, sane mines worked because they \'1eren 1 t all in the . • • • I :forget what 

they call t hemselves . • the col liery owners associ ation . I think t hat was 

the wey they termed it. Those t hat weren ' t in it , they worked . And 1~i.. t h 

t hose men working, they put in so much money and .,re got a few bob. I think 

we go t somewhere about .. • me being single , I got about 6 shillings a week, 

I think. But I could stand corrected on that. It lasted for I5 months, 

that one. Now, is there anything else1 John, anything else that you •..• • 

There is nothing else I can think of at the moment , so I'd jus t like to 

t hank you for your ti.me ... 

WILFRED: Thanks , John. It ' s a pleasure because •.. . knowing your father and mother 

and good friends o:f your late father and still good friends of your mother , 

it ' s been beaut . and I hope what ever you do is a succes s. 

JOffiT : Thank you very much , .iilfred. 

i'IILFRED: Thanks, .Yohn. 

.. ......... ..... . .. ·· ········ ·· ..... .... . 
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Hy interview '48.S wi th rm i-.'IL!.'RED DE:'l'S of \iarners Bay! a retired coalminer and 

naturalist. It cove!'S his earl y childhootl. and then passes onto bis experi ences 

as a miner/ gardener at Stockton Borehol e Colliery from I 923 until his retirenent 

46 years later. 

'.Vilfred was born i n 'l'er alba, in Vi ctor ia Str eet which 1~·as knovm as Ifon.k:ey Toim. This 

street in Peral ba sti ll r e tains t hat name among the ol der r esidents of the are Pt and 

s t rikes me as unusual , that one street >-r.i. thin a small town could retain such a 

separate identity. W:ilf'r ed a ttended s chool at Tex-alba and says he moved on t o 

bigh School ~ri thout ari9lyinff biraself to his s choolwork. High School started at 

J!1amst1:wn , and then moved to Broadmeadow ( Cent:ral High) upon its ' openi ng • 

.at the age of 14 years , he start ed his toforking career a t Stockton Borehole Colliery 

as a stone picker on the screens. This did not suit t:i.lfred as he sought advancement 

and knowledee, so he studied. mining at Technical College. A doctor ' s warning that 

his sight was in jeopardy i f he continued in t he dusty c onditions forced 

him to change tack and he studied horticulture. Upon graduation, he was employed 

as the colli eries ' gardener . 

~farres and conditions during his working life we:re discussed 1'ri. tb 'tlilfred, emphasi sing 

the l ack of ameniti es at t he colliery and the i ndignities the men hRd to endure to 

collect a very poo!' wage. :;orld War II brought on a great need for c oal and also 

t he i mprovement in 1-Iorking conditions. ··iilfred worked through an era at the colliery 

where no amenities exist ed. Toilets, bat hing and. most important ly t he lack of a 

\·rater sup ly lef t the men wi thout drinki ng water aid ext remely dirt y at the end of 

a day 1 s toil. 

ii.ccidents were prevalent in the early years and with no ambulance f;:icili ties available , 
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many serious inju ries result ed in f'atali t ies. Wilfred 1 s brother was one such victim 

whose dilemma was noted by a local business manw The result,aa.t o:f this sorrowful 

day was t he :fonnation of the first ambulance brigade in N. S . W. 

It was i nevitable that ''1il:fred liOUld end up toiling in a coal mine for bis lifes ' 

'l'!'Or k . Little o:pportunity t o break away from family tradition was available i n the 

I930 1 s and so W:illred :follot-1ed his father into t he coal mines. 

Li fe i n t he coal mining i ndustry during Wilfred's working life .-1a.s plagued ldth 

strikes. Two maj or s t oppages were experienced ,. one strike lasting IO months and 

the other, t he n ow :famous I5 mont hs lockout was t he other. 

Wi lfred 1 s great l ove for nature 1ras expressed in t he gardens he produced at the 

colliery. He also express ed concern for t he horses at tbe colliery. 

Wilfred DeYS is a man held in great esteem by his :fellov1 workmates and has l eft 

his mark 'With his native gardens a t t he colliery. 
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At the northern enc of Lake Macquarie , approximately twenty lci. lometres from Newcastle, 

is located a small to•tltlSh.i:p .of Teralba. The town ' s present location is situated 

near the boundaries of' two of the original land grants1 One land grant ormed by 
11 

.James St John Randclaude, and the other by James Vii t chell. 

In July ! 828, Governor Ralph Darling received a letter recommending Captain James 

St John Randclaude re gran~ed access as a free settler. Captain Randclaude and 

his family sailed for Australia~ arriving in Sydney i n the middle of 1829. " Its 

was custom>Lry under t he circumst ances, the Governor of New South Wales promised 

Captain Randclaude a substantial landgrBnt. '' I Captain Randclaude was unfortunate 

that b:J .August 1829 all the prime grazing land in the :Iunter Valley had been 

taken up . The Randclaude family took up a eraut of 2560 acres in the area of 

Cockle Cre~, extending to Mount Sugarloaf. In 1835 the New South ~fales Calendar 

and Directory recorded the Randclaude fann as ' Teralba'. Captain Randclaude lived 

only two years on his property, dying on the 30th f·iey 1832. kfter Randclaude ' s 

death the family moved to Sydney to live. The land was sold to J.rr David Scott in 

1839 and he later sold part of his property t o the Black family. 

Adjoining Randcla.i..tdes estate on the scutb ea.st exist ed a grant of land owned by a 

Dr James Jilitchell, known as ' The Five Islands ' . This grant now covers t he area of 

Booragul and Ma:rmong Point. :J:r f·litchell had three offspring, one son and two 

daughters. The son, David Scott IJ. tchell had collected many manuscripts and books 

on Australiana anci don~ted these books to form the Mitchell Library. The daughters 

both married, with the younger marrying -.. 1i.lliam Bell '6rigley. She eventually 

inherited the estate and it became known as Cuigley ' s estate. The same fate befell 
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William Quigley as did Captain Randcl eude, when he died shortly -Uter i nheriting 

t he est ate. ~~'i ::. liP.m ~)rigley ' s family s tayed on to manage the estate, even af ter 

his wife rli.ed from injuries acquired fightine a fire wh:i ch rai.zed t he house. 

The year I88I saw the origins of Teralba as it i s kno,,m today, when t he Wew South 

Wales Parliament deci ded i:o construct a railway between Hom.ebush and. ifar atah, 

which 1.yould pass on t he western side of Lake ¥.acquarie, traversing the Q.uigley and 

Black ' s est ates. The tender for the construction of t he railway link was \1on by 

Nessr s . ~os and Com:pany. The fixm was already active i n the area with the 

i mprovements to Swansea Channel. Amos and Company set u::i several camp sites along 

t he con:1t ruction route , one bein~ at t he head of Awaba bay, the site of present day 

Teralba. "The primitive construction settlement l acked an official name , but was 

generally known as ' Fresh Jeter Creek', and sometimes merely ' the Gravel Fits 1
•
2 

The oyenine of a 1uarry at Ter alba req..Ured a large workforce , and with t he ;1or kmen 

came t heir wives and chil dren. Smell camps spl'qlg up on the hillsides adjacent to 

t he quarry known as the ' Big Bill '. The 15th August 1887 saw the O?ening of the 

r ail link between Gosforci and Ne vcastle . l'hree special trains ran that day and 

aboard the first was a reporter f rom the Newcastle Morning Herald. A p ortion of bis 

description r elating to the Teralba area was as follows , rrAt Teralba, where 

construction of t he station W:ildings had be£Wl were the first signs of a similar 

civi.lisati on since leaving the ' city sururbs ' wi. th t heir bustle and. activity. The 

Great ~forthern Coal Company had recently struck on other sp lendid seains and a to"m 

had. been surveyed, but there was ' no time f or rhapsody ' and the train moved on, over 

:Fresh \later Creek , past the old gravel pi ts :fro'Cl which the contractors l!nos Bros. 
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had taken the metal for this line . n.J With the completion of the r ailway and the 

fomation of a permanent settlement, which was due mainly to the operations of tbe 

collieries in the vicinity, t he township of Teralba was surveyed for the trustees of 

Quigleys anci arranged into streets and small allotments, which were put up for 

lease on a fifty year basis. The f irst freehold land became available in I9II. 

The area now beine establi hed as a coal mining district , the ancillia.ry industries 

be~an to be established in the township) Saw mills and Blacksmiths to service t he 

coalmines, and rrrocery stores, butchers and bakers to provide for the miners and 

their families . The gravel qua.riy continued operati ons for some years after the 

com_!}letion of the railway. 11For many years , train l oacis of gravel were taken 

f rom the old quarry and the stone used in the foundation of many streets in 

4 
!~ewcastle and Canterbury, Sydney. '' · 

The rnen of the to'fil mainly 1·1orked i n the coalmines within walking distance from 

their homes. Livine conditions i n the early mining days arotmd Teralba were very 

crude compared with today' s standards. The miners resided in tents or rough lean- tos, 

caused by t he fact that land was not available for purchase to establish permanent 

residences. When land did become available f or lease , the miners ~roceeded to 

erect slab buts. These huts were quite sturdy and structurally sound , considering 

the limited experience and lack of tools available for their construction. After 

several years of living i n this manner, and with the improvements to 11liners1 work:i..ng 

conditions, which included t he upgrading of t heir ·4ages, the miner could afford to 

have his cottage built by tradesmen carpenters. The miner , upon returni ng from his 

day ' s toil in the hot and dusty conditi ons •ihl.ch prevailed at the mines, would set 

to the task of tending his vegetable garden and chickens , a most valuable supplement 
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to his wages. 

The women of this period of ti.me in the tiny village of Teralba also toiled bard in 

t heir .efforts to cope 1·ri. th the conditions imposed upon them. They were kept busy 

with the cleaning, ironing , meal pr eparation and child rearing duties. Mondays 

normally set aside for the washing of cl othes , which in the early days was carried 

out by boili ng the clothes i n a kerosene tin over an open fire : then using a 

scrubbing board to obtain the desired finish . Water was drawn fem underground 

tanks , which doubled as cool rooms t o keep food fresh . 11 I n or der t o iron the shirts 

and other fineries the housewife of the day was f orced. to use a flat iron and 

Mr s Potts irons which were heated on the ·f:d:de of' the open fireplace. 115 Friday 

was another big day for the housewife, cleaning the house from. top to bottom in 

readiness for the weekend activities. .A Woman 1 s lot in a modern mining town 

has vastly improved. 

Teralba ' s street struct ure and t he number of houses available for occupation has 

not changed greatl y over t he years , but for a small town it bas an int eresting past. 

With the formation of Hi tchell Library, the formation of the N. S .W. Ambulance 

aft er an accident at a local Col liery, and the forced landing by Kingsford Smith 

' and Ulm on the nearby Boolaroo racecourse being a few of the noteable inci dences"'."f"J 
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