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sSummary Paper.,



The summary ‘of an interview with Mr. Ray Cumminge husb:ind
of Joy Cummings, the first woman Lord Mayor in Australia.
Nr. Cummings spoke of his wife's activities and highlights
whilst in the Newcszstle City Council ‘

Mirs. Joy Cummings was born on the 23%rd. December,192%
in the Sydney suburb of Arncliffe and living in the Sydney
area until the transfer of her father to Newczstle during the
war,

Priday night dances held at Tyrrell House brought Ray
and Joy together, culminating in their marriage at Christ
Church Cathredal, Wewcastle in February, 1946. The family
of three daughters and one son kept Joy active in the com-
manity.

' Joys involvement in the Australian Labor Party was
instigated greztly by two generstions of stazunch A.L.P.sup-
porters, her pzrents snd her grandparents.

Following her husbands interests in the Newecastle City
Council, who was then an Alderman in North Ward in the early
19608, Joy beczme convergént with the affairs of council and
e ivic events. Ray moved out of the City Council not seeking
further re-election. Joy moved in.

The issue of the eliminztion of the bezutiful Moreton
Bay fig trees in the Islington Park, offerd Joy the opportunity
a8 a candidete to join the City Council in the Trienniel Elect-
ion in 1968 in Fast Ward. Eust Ward consists of Mayfield,East
Tighes Hill , Islington, Wickham, Carrington and Ytockton the
industrial suburbs zand she was elected quite comfortableg.

Environmentalppind conservation wagntt considered of grest
importance at the time but to Joy it w.s something Newcastle
people should become convprﬁght with.

The destruction of the avenue of trees in the Birdwood
Park, the Highwzy 23 through Blackbutt Reserve were two of
muny controversial issues attacked by Joy.

Consternation of the unemployed young women in the area,
produced a change of he.rt amongst the big companies in the
employment of these young women. Establishments such a8 New-
castle City Council, the abattoirs, the Rod Mill section of
the B.H.P., and the Tax tion Office are only a few of many
who became involved with the issue of the unemployed young
women in the area.

September, 1974 found Joy the successful candidate rom=-
inated by the /.L.P. Caucws for the role of Lord Mayor of



Newcastle. Australia's first wom:n LOrd Mayor, where she
remained fép hine out of the next ten years. %Elected to
Lord Mayor three times with overwhelming majority.

Nominated in 1974 for the Order of Austrzlia and received
the award from the Queen in Canberra in 1975. Only one of
many awards to be received by Joy.

The conversion of Hunter Street for the Mall, the rest or-
ations of Newc.stle Surf Club and Nobby's Surf Pavilion,
the development of Pacific Park, Warabrook fstate, the new
Conservatorium of Music and the cosy 1little Hunter Valley
Theatre Co., are small in comparison to the Foreshores Devel-
opment of the East End of Newcastle bestowed by Joy to the
populace of Newcastle.

Serving on the College of Advanced Education and the
University Councils, Joy set up "Friend's of the Universityr
Which still operates to-day.

Patron of over five hundred c¢lubs and organisations in
Newcastle and district, attending e ach one at least once a
year.

The relationship 6f the sister city of Ube in Japan was
established in 198l. The Mayor and a group of Aldermen from
Ube with some powerful industéﬁlists came to Newcustle to
cement the rel=zstionship.

Newc.stle has the lurgest collection of Jupanese Art
in justralia, Japznese sculpture hzs been placed in our parks
and gardens. The teaching of Japunese culture to the stud-
ents at llewcastle University.

A tremendous welcome received by the M.rching Koal.s
Band on their successful trip to Jupan.

The untimely decision of retirement was forced upon
Joy Cummings, who has suffered a deb4TIting stroke, affecting

the use of her right arm and leg also impairment to her

speech.
Her formal pesignation of Lord Mayor of Newcastle and

ilderman of East Ward was received by the Town Clerk on
Monday, August 13, 1984,
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Australian History Class.

Wednesday Eve ning.

A Tr ansgcription of a taped interview
with Mr. Ray Cummings, husband of Joy
Cummings, former Lord Mayor of Newcastle,
forst woman Lord Mayor in Australia.
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RESE RCH PAPER OF,
An  interview with Mr. Ray Cummings husband of Joy Cummings

first women Lord Mayor i Agstralia und former Lord Mayor of

L
Newc.stle for nine years . Of Joy's highlights and activities
whilet Lord Mayor of Newc.stle.

Joy Cummings was born at Arncliffe, a southern suburb of
Sydney, on 23rd. December, 1923. GShe was the eldest of two
children and lived with her parents and gr:ndfather in the
Sydneyares, until the transfer of her father to Newcastle,

Joy's family moved to Telford Street, the inner city, to
Adrcourt Flats, which is now the site of the besutiful fount-
#in in Pacific Park, the year wus 1942,

World War 11 was well advanced, Newcastle h=d been shell-
ed by Japznese submarines and Fort Scratchley had replied with
their 6" guns. During the attack a shell lznded in Parnell
Place, fortunatelyupon impact it did not explode, No landing
had been attempted. The night skies were 1it up with the blaze
of sesrch-lights, sc.nning =nd probing for the enemy overhecd.
Grest rolls of barbed-wire and pyramids of concrete one metre
high (tank traps ) were strategically placed on the beaches
in an cttemnt to prevent an armoured landing under the cover
of darkness.

Social evenings held #t Tyrrell House, brought Rey -nd
Joy together. LTyrrell House a stately multi-storey building
costing £41,500 to build in 1922. Hamed after Bishop William
fyrrell, who wes Bishop of Newcastle from 1847-1879, who w=s
consecrated in Westminster Abbey s the First Bishop and on 30th.
June 1847, he was installed in the Christ Chruch Cathedral at
Newcestle.

Unfortunatly, with progress the beautiful Tyrrell House,
the s,mglican nerve centre of religious life of Newec=sgtle came
to 2n end in 1981,

aﬁbout forty home units and town houses replaced the hall,
which is only a few yards from the beach. The facade of the
building was preserved.

In the same Christ Church C:thedral, Ray #nd Joy were
married in 1946,

The family of three dsughters and one son kept dJoy active
in the community.

The move to eliminate in 1968, the avenue of the besuti-

ful Morton Bay Fig Trees (Ficus Mzerophylo) in Islington Park,
these trees stood 20 metres t sl1l, were planted in 1879 by the

1, Anglican Year Book of 1922. P 49.
2. Ibid. P36,
% ,Newcastle Sun, 3rd Februsry, 1981.

4.Ibid.
5.Newcastle Morning Herald, 2nd November, 1935.
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late James Croft. Payment of 1/- (16¢) for each of the 68
trees with stipulstions that they were watered until estab-
lished and the cutting of every teproot in order that the
trees become of large girth and spread generally. A stone
wzs placed under the taproot in order to make this practic-
able. Some of these trees have since been removed to make
way for the Bowling (Club at Islington.

The elimination of the trees was an issue for Joy.

A local alderman on the council was due to retire at
the Trienniel Election in 1968, Joy offered herself as a can-
didate. Upon winning, she entered the Newcastle City Council
@8 Alderman for E«st Ward, Alderman Doug. MecDougall was Lord
Mayor at the time.

East Ward consisted of Mayfield East, Tighes Hill, Isling-
ton, Wickham, Carrington and Stockton. Voting for local coun-
cil was not compulsory in those days. A tremendous amount of
work w.s put into the effort to get sufficient people alomg to
record their votes.

"There are many great things we can do for this eity,"
commented Joy.

The decision to put asix lane expressway through Black-
butt Reserve resulted in a loud outery of protest.

The gfiginal area in 1932 was known as Blackbutt and was
held in Fee simple, by the Scottish Australian Mining Company.
Then was purchased by the Newcastle District Returned Soldiers
Memorial Trust, for the purpose of making furmlet holdings for
teturned servicemen. This project was dropped.

Thé approach of %1tizens to the New Lambton Couneil, cul-
minated in the constituent councils of Adamstown, Wickham,Walls-—
end, Merewether, Hamilton, Waratsh, New Lambton and Newesstle
contkibuting £900 to purchase the area., Later, a Government Grant
of £2,500 permitted the addition of further land to increase
the acreage.

Blackbutt Reserve is our largest perk in Newcastle and is
unique, becausejihree g unarters of 1t contain over 82 species
of Australian native trees. This specialized forest community
eannot:be replaced just anywhere. The?project was abandoned.

Her i§passionate speeches on parks and trees earned Joy
the nickname of "weeping willow",

1./Neweastle Morning Herald, 2nd.November, 1935.

2.Tbid. 5th.September,1968.

3.Ibid. S5th.January, 1932.

4.10cal History and Archives Dept. Newcastle Reg. Tibrary. 1983
5. Thid.

g;ﬁgigéstle Sun, 1lst.December, 1968.

*35th.November, 1985.



The invitetion to Joy in 1973, to become = trustee of
The World-wWide Life Fund of Australia, resulted from her pleas
of prot est about the needless slaughter of whales.

Each year sees the migr.tion of whales to warmer waters
to breed and forsge for food. Returning south the True Right
vhales with their calves can be seen in the waters surrounding
Newc:stle from time to time.

'ﬁoy'a support of Womens' Lib. Any movement that tries
to free women from pots and pans =nd give them the same opport-
unity as men would hzve my support E'm in gemeral agreement with
the principles of Women's Lib:‘

%*Dhe Lord Mayoral robes szre splendid,evénif the chain is
¢ bit heavy, remarked Joy ~t the end of her first :fternoon in
the City Hall, The position of Lord Mayor of Newcastle was
filled by Joy in September, 1974, then again in 1977, following
that in 1980 with 66% of the votes.

The fact, that’iby's overwhelming populsrity .mong the
city folk have forced Hey to do her weekly shopping at
Cessnock. Where the shopping sets done.

The restoration of Nobb¥'e and Newc .stle Surf Pavilions,
which had fallenm into disrepair and the projects of The Mall in
Hunter Street and the Foreshore Development , which enhance the
ezst end area of Newcretle are visions of what the future holds
for the city of Newcestle. o

Nobby's S$.1..5.C., now in it's 66th. year of service, and is
responsible for the safety at both the be:sch and the horbour
entrance, The name Nobby has been loet in history - some histor-
fans say it w.s called after 2 Mr. Nobby Clark, but, there is no
evidence of proof. -

Newcesatle Surf Pavilion wes established in 1927, build as
o memorial to 24 members, who died in World War 1, that same yeaR
187 members of th;tfg;rved overseas.

“phis building replaced the little wooden shed which had
been established as a surf club in 1908 after the death of three
from drowning at Newcustle Beach.

The Newcszstle Market Sq uare and The Hall Development in
the inner city of Newoastle,’&esigned by Epe Queensland company
Kern Corpbr.tion Ltd., and officially by Premier N.Wran on Nov-
ember, 1980 provided aq;amtracttve invitation to invest in re-
tail in the area. The cost of #500,000 ' 7o beautify the area

1 'Newcastle Sun, 27th.September, 1971

5 Newcastle Morning Herald, 2nd.October, 1974.
%,Ibid.19th December, 1974.

i.Post, 26th. August, 1987.

5.0bid. 28th.December, 1957.
GIIbid'..".......'.‘...

7.Tbid. 17th.’ovember, 1980.
B‘Ibidnoo--o-vtooqilnoc

g.Ibid-'llI‘lll' PR I I



with it's pavings, lamps,shrubs, trees, hanging baskets and
the conversionof the City Council owned properta$which had become
quite shabby wesManey well spent.

The Foreshore Development was opened on May 7th. 1988as a
Bicentennial Project by Queen Elizebeth ll,resulting from the
demolition of the o0ld Z:ara Street Power House, the removal of
the old delapideded buildings plus the restoration of the beaut-
ful Custom House, Creating,a spectacular penoramic view of

great beauty with wide sweeping lawns, lamps,paved walks,
benches and festooning flags a suitable entrance to the Port
of Newcastle. 5

To Joy there is not "a place" for women in society. But,
a womans' place is in the world,

The presentation by the "Queen to Joy in Canberra in 1976 &F
the Order of Australia, an Australian awsrd for her services
to the community, following upon her successful etection to
Lord Mayor, the first woman Lord Mayor in Australia.

‘Newcustle City, covers a great are a. The Fora Mayor of
Sydney, has about two square miles to worry about and the Lord
Mayor of London only one square mile, But Newcsastle has a tremenda-
ous area #nd a large number of people to represent and to wvisit.

In 1984 the Citly Council awarded Joy The Freedom of the Citﬁ
a traditional English honour, this rare award wz:s given for 'out-
standing service to the city and to loca 1 government.

A debiliteting stroke suffered in April 1984, reduced Joy's
power of speech and movement and forcing her into an early re-
tirement.

Ald.Cummings le aves the Lord Mayoralty with honour and
knowledge of gre:at achievement.He r life-long love of parkland
and trees were second only to people in her aldermanic life;
ashe made friends among and drew political support from all sides
of the city. Her strong sense of social justice and compassion
marked 411 years of her public life.

A thunderous applause at the afternoon grdduation ceremony
at Newcastle University in May, 1985. When the former Lord
Mayor of Newcastle, Mrs. Joy Cummings, was awarded an honour
degree of Master: of Arts, presented by the Chancellor of the

University, Sir Bede Callaghan.
As we journey through Islington, we will see the Moreton

Bay Fig Trees still standing.....

1.Newc.stle Morning Herald 14th September, 1977.
2.1bid.1llth. December. 1976
3.Ibid.25th.September, 1975.
4.Ibid.17th.October, 1987.
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