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The summary of an i rit0rvi. e\" ·11 i th ~ . Hay Cummin s hus b· nd 
o.f Joy Cummi r1es , tn 1 fi' r.st womc- n l1o r d Maver i n ti.ustrr.lia . 
. ~.r . Cumming s spllke of' his wife ' s activities .md h i ghlipht s 
whilst in the Newc. stle City Council 

Mrs . Joy Cummin~s w~s horn on the 23rd. December,1923 

in th~ Sydney subu r b of Arncl~ffe . nd living in the Sydney 
area unt~l the tr£.nsfer of her f;;.. tl1er to Newc · stle duTine the 
W;U' • 

Fridd.y night a , nces held c-it TyrreJ.1 Fousr-' brought Rci.y 

-md Joy together, culrn1ngting in thejr mH.rri=i,ge at Christ 

Church C.;thredal, ifawc,,st l e in Febru ... ry, 1g46 . The fami l v 
of t hree druehters ~nd one son kept Jov a ntive in the com­
munity . 

Joy~ i nvo l vement in the 1rnstralian Lribor .P ~rty was 
instig ted ere. tly by two penerc-·tions of staunch A. L.P.sun­
porters, her pcrents ; nd her gr~ndp<rents . 

Following her husb;.:tnda interests in the Newcr-istle City 
Council, wt10 wa s then &n .A ld Prm~m in North V/wrd in the f' rly 
1 960s, Joy bee · me convers-erlt with the ~ ff~irs of council ~nd 
c ivic events. }{c;1.y rn oved out of the City Council not seeking 
further re-el@ction. Joy moved in . 

The issue of the e limination of t h e b e~utiful Moreton 

B&y fig trees i n t h e I aljneton ~ark . offera Joy the oo~ortunity 
R S rt cand1dl te to join the Qity Council in the Triennial El ect ­

ion in 1968 i ·n J :-ist Ward . E at Ward cons i sts of M:,yfi eld . E~st 

Tighes Hill , Islington, Wickh. m, C~rrington and ~tockton the 
industria l suburbs and s l-ie Weta elected quite coinfortablJ . 

~nvironment~ lf'\ nd conserv~tion w . §.n.J..t considered of gre? t 
import~nce , t the time but to Joy it w s something Newcastle ,. ... 
people should ~ecom P conv~~ent with, 

The a eetru.ction of the HVenu e of trees in the Bird wood 

Park , the Highwcy 23 through Bla.ckbutt Reserve were two of 
mo.ny controversial i ssues attdcked by Joy. 

Constern~tion of the unemployed young women in the ar e ~ , 

produced a ch;1nge of hec..rt cunongst the big companies in the 
employment of these young women. Esta blishments such 11 s New­
castle City Council, the ab~ttoirs , the Rod Mil l section of 
the E .H. P . , and the Tax tion Office dre only a few of many 
who hec~me involved with the iss ue of the u nemployed young 
women in the are1::1.. 

September, 1974 ! onnd Joy the successful candida te r om­

inated by t he ' .L .P. Cauc~s for the role of Lord Mayor of 



Newcr~ stle • ..\ust'l"F-!lia ' a first womr·n LOrd Mayor, where she 
rema ined f~D nine out of the next ten yeqrs. Elected to 

Lord Mayor three times with overwhel.ming majority. 
Nomina ted in 1974 for the Order of Aust~~ lia and r eceived 

the award from the Queen in C~nberra in 1975. Only one of 
many awd.rds to be received by Joy. 

The conversion of Hunter Street for the Mall, the rest or ·~ 

a tions of Newc. stle Surf Club and ~obby ' s Surf Pevilion, 
the develo oment of Pa.cific Park, Warabrook ~sta te, the new 

Conserv~torium of Music and the cosy little Hunter Valley 
~heatre Co., are small in compdrison to the Foreshores Devel­
opment of t h e East End of Newcastle bestowed by Joy to the 
poµul «ce of Newca stle. 

Serving on the College of Advanced Educa tion and the 
u 

University Councils, Joy set up "Friend ' s of the University , 
Which still operPtes to-day . 

Pa tron of over five hundred clubs and org;:i nis t;~tions in 
Newca stle and di s trict, Attending e ach one a t le~st once a 
ye[,r. 

The rela tionship 6~ the sister city of Ube in Japan was 
estnblished in 1981. The Mayo~ and a group of Aldermen from 
Ube with some -powerful indust~alists came to Newc .. stle to 

cement the rel~tionship. 
Newc ,stle ha s the l 1r geet collec"tion of J apanese Art 

in Australi a , J apanese sculpture he s been placed in our parks 
and g~rdens. The te - ching of J~pL nese culture to the stud­

ents a t Newce stle University. 
A tremendous welcome received by the M rching KoaLs 

Band on their successful trip to J pan . 
Th~ untimely decision of retirement w~s forced upon 

Joy Cummings, who ha A suff ered a de~ng stroke, a f f ecting 
the use of her right •"'-rm and leg also impdirrnent to her 

speech. 
her formal E esign~ tion of Lord Meyor of NewcHstle and 

..11.lderm:=i n of EHst Ward wc.-t. s received by the Town Clerk on 

Mond:• y, August 13, 1984. 
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~E~L RCtl PAPlR 0£,. 

An interview with Mr . Ray Cummings husband of Joy Cummings 

first womr..n Lord Mayor i j.,J jlBtralia L nd former Lord Mayor o:f 

Newc - stle for nine yea rs ~f Joy ' s highlights and "cti vi ties 
whilst Lord Mc.iyor of Newc ... stle . 

Joy Cu:TlIDings wa s born Rt A.rncliffe, a southern suburb of 

Sydney , on 23rd . December , 1923 . She w~s the eldest of two 
children qnd lived with her p~rents and grrndfather i n the 
SydneyareP, until the transfer of her f ather to Newcastle. 

Joy ' s f amily moved to Telford Street, the inner city, to 

Aircourt Flats, which is now t he site of the becutifuJ fmunt­

r: in in Pc.1cific Park, the year w .. s 1942 . 
World Wgr 11 was well advanced, NeWCJstle had been shell­

ed by Japenese submarines rind Fort Ser tchley h a d replied with 
thei't' 6 11 guns . During t he c:l ttack a shell l '"' nded in. Parnell 

P1e1.ce, fortunatelyupon impa~t it did not explode . N"o landing 
had been attempted . The night skies were lit up with the bJaze 
of seFrch-lights, sc nning ~na probing for the enemy overhe ~ d. 

Gre t rolls of barbed-wire E~d pyr~ mide of concrete one metre 
high (t r. nk traps ) were strategically placed on the bLrches 
in c. n ~ ttem":>t to prevent an a r ·noured l anding under the cover 

of d.:1.rkneAs. 

SocjQl evenings held ; t Tyrrell House, brought ~fY nd 

Joy together. '·Tyrrell House c:1 etd.tely .nul ti-storey building 

costing £41, 500 to build in 1922. ~}rarned after Bishop "'il] iam 
1.ryrrell, who wt s Bishop of Newc~stle .from 1847-18791 who W'"S 

consecrated in Westrninater Abbey GS thP First B1shop and on '0th. 

June- 184 7, he w· s installed i.n the Christ Ch-rt1ch C' .-;.thedr::d at 

Newc Rtle. 
Unfortun tly, w1 th rrroeress the beau t1 ful Tyrre] l House I 

the SM.nglicr-11 nerve cPntre of religious life of r ewcPetle C<'l.me 

to ~n end in 1981. 
~bout forty hone units ind town houses re-placed the. h ?ll , 

which is only a few ynras from the be&oh. The fac~~e of the 

building was p~eserved. 
In the s ·::ime Christ Church C thedral, Ray ~nd Joy were 

ru(;l r!'i ed in 1946 . 
The fami l y of three d F ughter~ end one son keot Joy uct ive 

ln the community . 
'fue move to elimin te in l q68, the dvenue of the be· iuti-

ful Morton Bc:i.y 'Fie Trees (Ficus M~ crophylo ) in Isl~gton J>ark , 

these trees stood 20 mP.tres t a l l, were ~l anted in 1879 by the 

l : .uiglicd.ll Yeatr Book of 1922 . P 49. 
2. Ibid . J>36 . 
3 . Newcas tle Sun, 3rd Febru~ ry, 1981 . 
4.Ibid . 
5.Newcastle Morning Herald, 2nd November, 1935 . 
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l ate JdJOes Croft. Payment of 1/- (16t) for ea ch of the 68 
trees with etipulFtions tha t they were we tered until estab­

lished ~nd the cutting of ever ' t~ proot in order tha t the 
trees become of l ar ge girth and spread genera lly . A stone 
w~ s placed under the taproot in order to mtl.ke this practic­

a ble• So 11e o;f these trees h<:.1.ve since been removed to make 
way for the Bowli ng Club Ht Islington. 

The elim.L nation of the trees wa s an issue for Joy. 
A lo ca l c1.lderman on the council wns due to retire a t 

the Trienniel Election in 1968, Joy offered he~self a s a c..m­
did ate. Upon winning, she entered the Newca Atle City Council 
2 s Alderman for E<- st Wa rd, Alder.man Doug. .AcDougdll wa s Lord 

M~ yor dt the time. 
Ec1,st WC:!.rd consisted of McLyfield E;,iat, Tighes Hill, Isling­

ton, Wick.ham, Carrington and Stockton. Voting for local coun­
cil Wd. S not corrrpuJ sory in t hose d::iys. A tremendous amount of 
work w .s put into the effort to get suf ricient people alomg to 

record their votes. 
'' There i:;.re lJl,my gre a t t l1 i ngs we od.n do for this city, 11 

commented Joy. 
~ . 

The decislon to put a sj_x l ane expressway through 131 a.ck-

butt Reserve resulted in a loud outcry of protest . 
3. 

The orie;inal ~rea in 1932 wns known :=i s Bla ckbutt and wqs 

held i n Fee s1 m ple, by the Scot1 ish .ft ustrn. l.ian Mi ning Company. 
Then w~Hi purch~ s ea by the Newc F'I stl e Di s t-ri ct Return ~d So1 cl i ers 

MPmori d.1 rrr ust, for the purpose of m:.1king f o.rmlet holdings for 

:Ce-turried servicemen. This pro jec L w. s dropped. 
'I-· Thd 8 ppro dch of citizens to the New La mbton Council, cul-

minated in the constituent councils of Adi:!mstown, Wickhn.m, Walls­
end, Merewether, Hamilton, Warr- t , h, New Lambton -md Newc ~ stl e 
cont ti bu ting £900 to -rrnrch wse t hP ...i.req . Ldter, d Government Grant 

of £2, 500 pe"C'ml tted the addition of furth er 1.:1nd to incre ~ se 

thP n.creage. 
Bl<lckbutt Reser ve iA our l rireest pe r k in Newc1stle and is 

unique, bec;:rnae ~hree q u a rters of it contei.in over 82 sµeciee 
of Aus trd.1 i an n c1.ti ve trees. Thj s ;·pec1 a ) i zed foTest community 

7 
e r: nnot be Teplaced just nnywh ere. The project wr.:t.s abandoned. 

Her i~p~ ssjonate speeches on parks and trees e~rned J oy 

the nickname of "weeping willow". 

1 .'wewc ns tle Morning tler alcl, 2nd. November, 1935 . 
2.Ibid. 5th.September,1968. 
3-Ibid. 5tb.January, 1 932 . 
4. Loc~l H~ story and Archives Dept . Newc a s t le Ree . Libr ary. 1983 
5. Ibid. 
6.Ibid. D b 1968 7 •. N~~cH stle Sun, 1st. ecem er, • 
8 .'lOl0 ·3oth . November, 1985. 



The invit. tion to Joy in 1973, t o become · trustee of 
The World-Wide Life Fund of Austr~ li a , resulted f rom her pl ea s 
of prot est about t he needless slaughter of wbal es . 

E~ch yer:.i.r sees the migr~tion of whales to wcirmer w~ters 
to breed and forege for fo od. Returning south the True Right 
whal es with their c ~lves c 1~n be seen in the waters surrounding 

Newc stl e from time to ti~e • 
•• Joy's support of Womens' Lio. .~y movement that t~iea 

to free women from pots and pans <nd give them the Sfl me opport-,, 
unity ~ s men would h~ ve my support , I' m in gener al 8ereement with 
the nrinci pl es of \~omen 1 s Lib .'' 

2· The Lord M·1yoral robes t re splendid, eir~nif t he chain is 
- bit hecvy, remarked J oy t the end of h er first i fternoon in 

the City Hall, The position of Lord Mayor of Newc;astle was 
fi l led by Joy in Septemher, 1974, then again i n 1977, following 
th ~ t in 1980 with 66% of the votes . 

•.f'he f ;;;..ct, th"l t -;oy ' s overwhelming populm-i ty mong t he 
city folk hcve forc e<l liap to do her weekly shopping d t 

Cessnock. Where t he shoppinv aets done. 
The restoration o~ Nobbf ' a and Newc stle Surf P<vil i ons, 

which hc-1d f i,;i.llPn into disrepc. i T c1nii the Ot'O jects of The Mr;il l in 

Hunter ~treet and the Foreshore Develo pment , which enhclnce the 
e ~ st end are ,. of Newc. stl e -:1.re vj sj ons of wha t the future holds 

for t he city of Newc<stle . 
~-

Nobby ' s S . J •. S . C. , now in it ' s 66th . ye ,. T' of s ervice, nd is 

resn onAible for the Sd.fety C:l t both the bePch ,lna the h rbonr 
entran ~e. The nam e Nobby ha s been lost in history - some histor­

i ans s a y it w s called ~ fter a Mr. Nobby Cl~rk , but, there is no 

evidence of proof . 
Newc- e stle Surf Pa v i J ion w. s established in 

~ memoridl to ?4 members, who died in World War 
CA.tt6 

s . 
927, bui l:b f;l S 

1 , th ... 1.t same yee!l:R 

J.87 members of the " served overse;.A. 
'·This building repl acea the l ittle wooden shed which had 
estdblished as ~ surf club in lgQS after the death of three been 

from d~owning , t Newc stle Bedch. 
The Newc st1 e M' rket Sq Ud.r e ..-:1.Ild The '~all Develo:pment in 

1 · the inner city of Newcastle, designed by the Queensldnd company •• Kern coruor tion Ltd., and officially by Prenier N.Wran on Nov-
ember , J 980 provided an ~ ttract:tire invit~ tion to invest in re-
tail in the d.re;-1 . 'Che ' cost of ~ 500, 000 1o nef~utify the area 

l.'Newc,1stle Sun, 27th . September, 1971 
2 .~ewcastle Morning Herald, 2nd . October, 1974. 
3 . Ibid.19th December , 1974. 
4, post, 26th . August, 1987 . 
5 .~ bid . 28th .Decemb er , 1957. 
6 . Ibi d ....... . .... .. . . . . 
7 .1bid . 17th . ovember, 1980. 
8 . Ibid . .. ... . ......... . 

9 ·1bid····· .·· ·········· 



with it ' s pavi ne;s, lrimpa, shrnbs, t1"ees, h.:ingiTig' b<:tskets c.i.na 
the conversion of the City Counr.il owned propertfi,s which h d d become 
qu:i te sh c:1 bhy !f"'T/fdbney well spent. 

The Fnreshore Development wa.s opened on May ?th . 1988as a 
Bicentennial Project by Queen Elizebeth 11., resulting from the 
demolition of the old z ~ d~a Street Power House , the re~oval of 
the old deld pi~e~ed buildings plus t he reAtoration of the be~ut­

ful Custom House. Crea ting , ;. spectacular panor~mic view of 
erea t beauty with wide sweening lawn s , lampa,paved walks, 

benches ano festooning flabs Cl. suitable entrA.nc e to the Port 
of Newcastle . . ~ 

To Joy there is not 11 cl. pla ce " for women in society. But , 
a womans ' pl~ce is in the world. 

The presentation by the <lQueen to .Joy in Ccmberra in 1 976 op 
the Order of Australia , an Austr2 li~n awcrd for her services 
to t he community, following upon her successful e~ection to 

Lord Mayor, the first woman Lord Mayor in fius tralia . 
"Newc. stle City, covers a gre<' t a re d . The ~ord Mayor of 

Sydney, has about two square miles to worry about cind the Lot"d 

Mdyor of London only one aqudre mile. But Newc:- stle ha s a tremend~ 

ous a rea i.1 nd a l arge number of people to repre:~nt and to visit . 

In 1984 the CiLy Council ~warded Joy The Freedom of the Cit~ 
a traditional English honour, this r Rre [ Ward w s given for ' out­

standinB service to the city ~d to loc ~ l government. 
A debilit<ting stroke suffered in April 1984, reduced Joy ' s 

power of speech and movement and f orcin.g her into an ee:.r l y re-

t iremen t. 
6". 

Ald.Cummings l e aves the Lord Mayoral ty with honour a.Nd 
knowledge of gre t ~ chievement . He r life-long l ove of parkland 
and trees were second only to people in her alderm~nic life; 

she made friends among r nd drew political support from all sides 
of t he city. Her strong sense of social Justice and compassion 

marked all~~years of her public life. 
A ~. . 

A thunderous applause a t the ~fternoon gr aduation ceremony 

at Newc~stle University in May , 1985 . When the former Lord 
Metyor of Newcastle, Mrs . Joy Cummings , wa s aw, rded an honour 
degree of Ma ster: of Arts, presented by the Chancellor of the 

University, Si r Bede CaJ.laghan . 
As we journey through Islington , we will see the Moreton 

Bay Fig Trees still standing •..•. 

l . Newc stle ;,,orning Herald 14th September, 1 977 . 
2 . Ibid.11th. December . 1976 . 
3 .Ibid . 25th . SepteiJ ber, 1975. 
4 . Ibid .17th . October, 1987 . 
5.Ibid .15th. August98 1984 
6 . ILid . 6th . May, 1 5 . 
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I ,.:.~.n.-.yrr.-.~ .. ·.} . .d. ...... .. ~ .... J .. U.)~.\n.1 .. cl .. G' .. ~:.. .. .. .. .. ... give my 
per mission to ....... t\~. ..u . . ?.i.~ ,. .... lr.b.~ . ; ... t:.\-:.ct.'ij.j ............. . 

Lo use this interview, or part of this interview. for 

research,publicalion and/or broadcasting (delete one of 

these if required) and for copies lo be lodged in 

lhe ........... tL:.h.~. , . . ~.1.\~ .... J.l.n.;.~. ~.\:. it.~J ....... !1.1 .. J;\.;,v .. t ... .. 

Cor the use of other bona fide researchers . 

Signed .... .. .... .. .. . E..: .. , :(; .. ... ~ .. ,h~.~r.r.n.. . .. ;:') ........ , .............. .. 

Date 
- ll \. 

................ ::J ......... ~ .. ~~, ..... \ .... .. .~.~·'- · ... -~· .. .I .~.~;~ 

Interviewer ......... ~a ...... ~~#.,r.?./f..: .......... .. 




