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TAPE _SUMMARY

Henry and Catherine Nicholls were the last of the "sguatters" to be
removed by the Lands Department from Coon Island. They finally left
the island in June, 18989.

Mre Nicholls’® grandfather settled on the island in the 1920°s and
she has been holidaying at Coon Island since her birth. She is now
in her late forties. She recalls the house her grandfather lived in
and the times her family spent holidaving on the island. She =ays
that over sixty of the members of her family used the house at Coon
I=land at one time or another. She recollects how at one time thers
was twenty two members of her family sleeping in the house.

Mr. Nicholls talks of continual pressure exerted on the residents
of the island by the Department of Lands who wanted to clear the
island to allow it to be developed for a public recreation area. He
recalls the steps the residents of the island to preserve their
homes.

They came to live permanently on Coon Island in 1874. When their
small business collapsed, they were declared bankrupt and their
house at Wyoming, on the Central Coast, was sold to pay their
debts. With four young children to support they saw Coon Island as
their haven. At first they were not accepted into the Coon Island
community and were treated as social outecasts by residents of the
Swansea area. Their children were embarrassed to live on the island

and lost many of their friends when they discovered where they
lived.

Many times they tried to see Politicians to plead their case to be
allowed to remain on the island only to be ignored. Mr. Nicholls
believes Labour Governments were more sympathetic to their
circumstances and turned a blind eye to their occupation for some
time.

Coon Island was notorious as the home of a group of petty
criminals. The Police were regularly reguired to call on these
people for various reasons. Some of the tales Mr. Nicholls tells
about these people are rather tragic but certainly humourous. Not
all the occupants of Coon Island were of this ilk. They came from
all walks of life. Some were pensioners, some were quite wealthy,
and others were chronic unemployed. In the 18970°s they all banded
together to resist the State Government and to preserve their
lifestyles with support from the Trades Hall Council and the
Unions.

The residents formed a committee and lobbied politicians in order
to stay on the island. When the crunch came they were united and
thwarted the menace of the bulldozers. Despite the hostility of
their campaign the residents all loved Coon Island. To them it was
home and a very peaceful and beautiful place.



The Nicholls story is tragic but one feels it has a happy ending.
Bankrupt and with four young children to support they pursued every
possible avenue to acguire shelter for their family and saw Coon
I=sland as their haven. For fourteen years they fought the
Government and the local community in order that their children may
grow up together and have some stability in their lives. They lived
with the constant threat of eviction and the continual harassment
from some of their neighbours.

Today they live in a caravan on their own block of land at
Fassifern and their children have now grown up andaliving their own
lives. Despite the insecurity and drama of their past their family
has survived unscathed and. looking forward to happier and less
traumatic times ahead.




REMOVAL OF THE 0CCUPANTS OF COON ISLAND

Transcript of interview recorded 28th August, 128%9.
Intervieswer: Feter Winsar.
Interviewees: Henry and Catherine Nicholls.
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#hat is your full name?
Henry Phillip Nicholls
Catherine Mary Nicholls

Your Age?
Late Forties
Late Fortis

Khen were vou married?
1963

Haw many children did you have?
Four children

fow long did you live at Coon Island?
We were at Coon Island for approximately 14.5 years.

Can you explain where foon Island is?
Coon Island is on Swansea peninsular, north of Swans=a just past Swansea Bardens Caravan Park.

Can you describe the island?

The island it's surrounded by watar with a little bridge that gives you road access onto the
island, the rozd becomes flooded in high tides and it is sitting right on Swansea Channsl, you
have

access to fishing and boating from the island,

What do you know of the early settlers of the island?

The early settlers were granted leases, bought their leases from their war allotments and they
lived thers during the depression years and after the depression was over they used their houses
as weekenders and went back to their varicus occupations, mainly which was aining.

So what sought of structures did they build there?
tiainly boatsheds; later on they were addad top and nade livable residences but first off they were
just hoatsheds, weatherboard boatsheds with lourVe windows and that sort of stuff.

Did they have leases fron the Crown do you know?
They sere granted leases after a while and just went on from there and whatever.

When did the Lands Department first decide to clear the island?
As far as I know there was a definite trend in the sixtiss, or a definite move in the sixties to
clear the island, which was ongoing from the sixties till right up until now.

What reasons did the Lands Departnent give for clearing the island?
It was supposed to be park, recreational ground for the use of, for the public to use, for the
public ko have access to for recreational purposes,

How many houses were In existance on the island at this tims?
At the early stages there were in the vicinity of 70 houses shich ranged all the way down to the
point, to the peninsular all along the channe! bank.
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How many peaple would you say were involved?
Hell there were 70 families at least and all their relations and their relations and their
relations and it, it went on.

S0 would you like to estimate 2 figure?
Noy I wouldn‘t like to estipate a figure because I wouldn't know the amount of psople that were
thera,

Dkay
Just zbeut everyone in Swansea had something to do with the island over the years.

How do you sean, did they have relatives who lived there or friends that they visited?
They had either been associated with the island personally or had relatives or friends or shatever
living there, everybady knew about Coon Island or so it seemed.

5o what do you think Coon lsland meant to the people of Swansea?

In the sarly days Coon lsland meant 2 lot to the people of Swansea, it, well they had sither lived
there or been associated with it and they can ali recognize with Coon Island and in later years it
wasn't that way though,

How do you mean?
Hell in later years the majority of people in Swansea just were happy to get it clearsd so that
everybody would have access to if.

Right - Did the occupants of the structures have leases froz the Lands Department around in the
1970's - &0's sorry - in ather wards were all the houses there in the [940°s, were they legal?

No, I think there was an ongoing thing with the Lands Boards at that time, a lot of people, some
peaple had leases which the Lands Board were endeavouring to cancel and 2 lot of people there were
there without leases and the Lands Board were trying to clear the island of these people,

A lot of people had l=ases which were handed down from father to son and they weren't the original
lessees,

The Lands Board just didn't recognize leases which that were handed down from father to son as
milsay and these people were desped unauthorised occupants,

Right - were there any people on the island that didn‘t have to move?
At this stage there is two people left there that don't have to aove until they dis; they have
been granted leases until they die,

In say the sixties do you know how many people would have had leases for the rest of their life?
In the sixties, I don't know, in the siztiss I think the later ones were granted in the =arly
seventies to the pensioners who were allowed to stay until they died.

8o it nas pensioners only who were zllowed to stay there?
Yes, to the best of sy knowledge ves,
Pensioners who didn't have another home and that was their only home.

8o how many of the eriginal houses were proposed to be remaved?
The Lands Board wanted to clear probably as many as 30 or &0 people from the original 70 or so.

And what did the residents think aof the Lands Department decision?

Mo one was really impressed. No one was really impressed at all there was deponstrations and
deputations to the Minister, all sorts of action being taken for a reprieve...... to try and get 2
reprieve to stay on the island.

What steps did the Lapds Department take to reamove the residents fron their houses?

They broubt in contractors to flatten the houses and it just didn't go down real well cause the
Trades Hzll got behind the residents and the unions got behind the residents.

The residents barricaded tha dozers which werz to remove, to push down the houses.

It just didn’t work out at all as far as the Bavernment was concerned or the Lands Bpards they
just didn't get very far at all,
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So they just landed on the island with the bulldozers ane day and expected everyone to move did
they?

That's ahout right - yes they landed there and met 2 wall of protesters, Finally the contractor I
think he went back into negotiations with the Lands Boards, I think he gave up.

The unions placed a blackban on the island and the contractors weren't alipwed to doze any of the
houses,

It was just the residents of the island that blockaded the island or the loral cosmupity as well?
No, mainly the residents of the island and their relations were involved in whatever action they
had to take to stop the dozers frop pushing down the houses. There was no consideration given at
that time they just wanted to clear the island and get rid of everybody. They thought they were
going to do it but it didn't work out that way,

S0 what happened after the big confrontation, the cantracior threw ia the job, what happened then
did the Lands Department go away ar did they try other seans?

Well the Minister granted leases to the pensioners that were living on the island fulltime to stay
there for the rest of their life and the rest of the people just...... they were just going to
nove them as soon as possible,

#hen did they take action, did they just contipue to lob up ther2 and kick psople out or?

It was pretty well ongoing in the sixiies and seventies and until they got a2 lot of the houses fo
go as soon as people would go hose from the houses and come back find vandais or comeone flattened
the houses, knocked the windows in, knocked the doors down, kicked the places down, It got to that
stage that you weren't game to go heme or you weren't game to go away from the place. Anytime you
turned your back someone was breaking into your house or knocking it down on you, Who the persons
responsible were never caught but there were suspicions of where the action had come from hut
aainly put down to vandals.

These vandals were they locals or did they cose from qut af the area?

They came from out of the area, as a result of 211 the nzwspaper coverage of the happenings on the
island a spate of visitors came to the island, mors or less sticky beaks and at night they came
down and broke into the houses and took 21l the old fashionad furnishings; furniture, old
fashioned brass beds and all those type of things.

How did the residents feel about this publicity?

They did asverything possible to keep the island, some were of the opinion that they had to gat
media assistance to keep the island but on the cther hand with everything being highlighted in the
papers it brought trouble to the island froa peopls, from people out of fown, visitors, sticky
beaks, anyone pilfering the places; it, it works hoth ways,

Did the residents take apy action to try to prevent this pilfering and vandalisa?

Well, finally the houses, well some of the houses, probably 25 or 30 of thes were left in that way
that they had fo be finally pulled down anyway because they were just bashed to pisces, §o, the
northern end of the island just went in a matter of a couple of years, probably 25 or 30 houses
mainly fros which the publicity had brought undesirable visitors to the island from time to time.

What the Lands Departnent just ment ip there and cleaned up what was left did they?
The Lands Department just went in and cleaned up what was left, yeah!

Were any of the residents physically thrown out of their houses.

Yes, there was two families thrown out in 1988, there was a couple of families virtually,
physically thrown ocut. Tha Lands Board turned up with the police and the electricity mob and
everything else and gave thea forty five minutes or three-quarters of an hour to get out of the
place and just started bashing the place down as soon as the furniture or belongings were out.

S0 the people left, they didn't resist in anyway?
I don’t think they had a chance to resist. I think the police were there to stop it and just tell
then to go.
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How did you feel about that?

T felt I was probably happy to see one lot of the people going but possibly not happy the way it
was done. The people were...., I know everyone's got to live their own life, but the people wers,
they kind of lived by night and they wers, they were always around, you'd go out any hours of the
night and there was always people walking in or walking out, which concerned us greatly and but
possibly there should have been another hody in between to give them a chance for other..v...
okther accompodation, rather than just he thrown out on the street.

Why do you think they threw, they phvsically threw the people out of their houses, these peaple?
There was so many of these people living in this particular house from fime to time and they just
lived by night, The Police were down there twa or three times a week and sonetipes two or three
times a day. So as far as 1 can see the Lands Board possibly received 2 complaint from the Police
and acted upon it.

Were these peaple typiczl of the occupants of the island?

Thay were, no they wers not typical of the occupants of the island. These peopls, thers was just
so many of thes from time te time, they were just ackive all night and other people went about
their business in their own way. Various different lifestyles but nothing compared o these
people, of one particular house. In one instant one of the fellas from the soccer club pulled up
putside our gate and said "Do you know of anyons down here that would break into the soccer
canteen?" They'd, people had evidently broken intoc the soccer cantesn the night hefore and they'd
taken all the drinks that they could carry, which was quite a lot because there was a Iof people
attached to this house and they left a trail of cans halfway down the island, where they were just
walking along and drinking the cans as they went along and just threw them on the ground. 5o I
just told hir to go as far as he could and have a logk there, I didn’t actuzlly name any names but
you know you just had to go to the last house. He spoke to them and then I belisve he went to the
Police Station and the Police just knew of ther straight away. It was just because the Police were
there all the time. They just gave the place such 2 bad name and I said to the guy in one case if
he didn't pull his shoes up he'd get us all thrown off the island cause he was just doing nothing
for the island whatsoever.

So these peaple, they were feared or hated on the island by the other residents were thay?
They....they didn"t do anything fo us in anyway, e had a couple of close calls with wood just
about to disappear; firewood that is, but they were always there and ithere was cther people that
had things had gone missing and they had more or less pointed in that direction, they were
suspected of the goods going in that direction.l know that they gave the or I heard that they gave
the local caravan park a hell of a hard time too, they were always up there and going through the
park and whatever they, Living in 2 hostile environsent as far as the Lands Board were concerned
you don't really want anyane there to cause trouble bacause it only limits your tise there,

Yau were on the island for fourteen, fourteen and 2 half years, I think you said wers you?
Fourtesn and a half years we were on the island permanently for.

When did you first go to the island?
I first went to the island about 1960 which I liked it very much it was only on the holiday basis,
now to now basis that we went there and I really liked the place then.

When did vou go there, first go there Mrs Michalls?
I first went to the island, well actually I went thers when I was born, 1 was always associated
with the island from the time I was born, actually,

8o relatives af yours were there, was it relations of yours?
My grandfather, my sothers father went to the island in 1922-23 and sy fanily had been associated
with the islznd from then on.

Hhat were your earliest recollections af the island, can you describe those for us?

The island was, well it was my second home, We went there during Easter and Christmas. We swam and
went rowing and fishing, did all the things that kids wsually do in their holidays it was really a
beautiful place,
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Can you describe the house your grandparents had?

Well it was a very old weatherboard; well a converted boatshed and during the sarly years thers
Was no electricity, the only service available was the pan service for the toilet, it had an old
iron roof which Ieaked during the rainy times, thers was no bathroos, a fuel stove, which [ can
remenber snuggling up close to, to get warm during the cold weather, great big double beds which
were full of a hay type of stuff, the walls were made of, the internal walls were made of like a
hessian and pasted over with old Womens Weekly's.

80 haow =amy meabers of your family would you say used that house,?

I would say there would be close to, from the time they first went thsre there would be close to
60, even mare than &0, I don't think I could put 2 figure on it actually. At one tipe we would go
there for holidays and there would be 22 people staying there and some of us used to sleep under
the table on mattresses.

S0 the island abviously meant a lot to your family?
Yes guite a lot really, Eventually the house did burn down in 1974 and my father said that it was
the snd of an era and well it was to all of us really.

How did the meabers of the fasily fessl when the house burned daown?
Very, very sad, very upsat.

And later on you went to live there permaneatly?
Yas, 12 months later we went to live at No. 1B,

Where did yau live prior to that?
lie lived at Wyoming, which is near Gosford.

Can you explain the cirrusstances of how you case to live at Coan Island?

We came to live at Coon Island because we had a saall business, we lived at Wyoming, we had a
small husiness which we went bankrupt and we didn’t have anywhere to go but to Coon Island. We
lost our heme at Hyoming.

How old wers your children at this stage?
The eldest was 11, 9, 7 & 5.

How did you come to buy the hause?

e had to borrow money from 2 close fanily member or they actually, what happened they borrowed
the maney through Waltons for us to buy the house and it was bought in another family mesber's
name. He were unable to borrow money or have any money because we had been bankrupt and you lgss
averything you have and you can’t barrow noney unless you get approval of certain peopls,

You can't have any property in your name mither.

You can't have any property in your name; that's right and the particular person that bought fhe
house at Coon Island far us it was in his name and he worked in the Public Service and the
pressure we had fros time to time with the Lands Board he was worrisd about his name getting in
the paper and hin getting the sack. It made it a rather difficult situation.
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B0 did you look far any other housing?

Yeah we looked for private accomsodation and we had spoken to the Housing Commission and you
kindly were informed that you don't get a second chance with the Housing Commizsion. Once you lose
once you don't get a second chance. Normal places, Real Estate Agenis or whatever of renting a
house, once they know your bankrupt or were bankrupt you just didn't even get a hearing it was
very hard we just had zhsolutely nowhere to go at all.

He had no finances either, we came here with our tail bhetween our legs and just.... you know no
money at all, none whatsoever.

So a relative barrowed money for you to buy the house, cam you give us ap Idea of how much money?
I think it was only around $500.00 at the tipe.

Can you describe the house that you bought?

It was a weatherboard place l=aning to the north and the constantly southerly winds had put 2 lean
on it one way, iron roof, cause it had originally been a boatshed added onto a room here and room
there before we got it. It was pretty rough but it was shelter, we were guite happy in it.

¥han you bought the house were you aware that it was o be desnlished?

Yeah, we were aware that when it had to go, it would be on us to move it.

The old people had told us that they hadn't seen the Lands Board for years, so there wersen't any
worries really.

Right, 50 %as there some sort of fear was thers whensver the Lands Board came down to the islapd?
The Lands Board wasn'f very papular, they, whenaver anyons saw thea coming down or heard that they
were down there, they were always wondering what they were up to next or what they were going to
do, they just weren't real poopular,

When you first went to the island were you accepted intn the Coon Island coemunity?
o, we eyen though we had been associated with the island for quite a long while we wersn't
accepted by all people a few that did but a lot of people didn't raally want us thers.

Could you =lzborate on that, what did they indicate or how did they indicate that they didn't want
vau thera?

Oh vou 7elt it when you were talking to people or you saw people, you feel these, you pick up
those feelings and also you hear things from diffsrent people, so and so says that such and such
should'nt be living on the island and all these sort of things.

Right and haw did your children feel about living there?

The kids had a really rough time for a while particularly at school, they were accepted at school
until the kids found out where they were living and what the house looked like and then they kind
of had friends today and no ona tomorrow, that went on for several years until they established
themselves in sport and school and in general school activity or sports they were kind of wanted
then cause they had sporting ability and different; showed different lavels of ability at
different things and different clubs were quite happy to have thes but there was still people and
their children from higher income brackets that loaked down on use and the kids and made it a bit
hard for living.

And how did vour children react to that?

1t didn't do them any good, thev were not very impressed cause when, we had an old car, a multi-
coloured car at the time and taking them to school of 2 morning we had to stop half 2 mile from
sthool so that no one could see the car that we were driving in, they just didn't, it was just one
thing on top of another, like living in an old house that was falling down 2nd a funny coloured
car, it was just, it was pretty hard on thes.

I think that they also came fronm 3 securs environment to something which wasn't really secure,
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Do you feel that people in the local community rejected you personally or was it the accupants of
the islznd generally?

1 think in later years I just felt that the island should be cleared of all people and it should
be open for the public but then while getting this fesling I also felt that they zlso wish to live
their too, that they felt that they were missing out on a lot of things by not living on Coon
Island and in 2 way they were sorry and trying to take revenge on us for living there cause they
couldn't.

And what was it zbout Coon Island that you think made people jealous, what was so spectial about
the place?

Coon Island was just a unique place, you have water, tidal water rushing past the front door and
supmer time temperaturs you have to really close the front door cause it gets ¢o celd, you go up
to Swansea and its forty degrees, you come back home and it's about thirty degrees with a nor-
gasterly blowing straight in the front door and you had to put a jusper on and close the front
door to keep warm. You zre right on the water, you can fish, just walk out your frant door and
fish in there, you know just tie your boat up at the front door virtwally.

And what type of people was it that resided on the island in your tise?

There were people, there was various people there, there was pensioners and people froam various
walks of life, some psople had money they enjoyed it as a3 weekender and ane guy that had 2 place
dawn towards half way down the island, he cape out there one day and found that his oven was on
and on investigating he found that there was a pie in the oven and the ones next door that who in
ny opinion wasn't a real good, wasn't of real good character, he found out that they had their
power cut off so they broke into his house and put a pie in his oven fo heat it up to cook it for
tea and he stood at the window for two hours waiting for the gquy to come back to get his pie, he
wasn't real impressed and said he was just an idiot for doing it; so he went out and grabbed hold
of the other fella and said now listen here, I don’t know what case of that but I don’t think he
used the oven again.

Yes - ihat did the pensioners with the leases think of the squatters generally?

Thay thought that we or they were of the opinion that we the squatters generally brought or the
unauthorised occupants brought the Lands Board to the island and made it harder for then.

They thought that they had fought for the island and we case in and reaped the benefits.

When did you first realise that you would have tg leave the island?
We were there a couple of menths in 1973 about Jupe ‘75 we got there and a couple of sonths after
that se were told te sove.

Can you explain how you were tald?
I think we had 2 visit from the Lands Boards representative and he, I think suggested we write a
letter detailing our position and see what happened from then, ! think that's what happened.

And haw did you feel when you found cut you had to go?
Oh, we weren't terribly impressed because we'd virtually with help to buy the place we had to
repay the money and it kind of left us where we were before we started with nowhere to go.

And did you start looking for another houss?
@t that time we concentrated on nsgotiations with the Lands Board, just to see what happened from
that,

And what steps did the Lands Department take to find you another houss?

Well they assured us that they were not in the habit of finding accomsodation for people, but
after we had haen thers for about two or three years the Lands Board representativa sarched me off
to the Housing Commiszion office to put in a Housisng Commission application.

Right - and what were the aotives for them doing this do you think?
To get rid of us, to they were sick of us because by this time, we'd had a lot of ongoing
correspondence,
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And what action did you take to stay on the island?

We just approached our Local Member and asked for his help in seeking a bit of time until our
situation improved and this was pretty hard because we had to keep on running for help every
couple of months and which it wasn't our way of living at all, we just didn't live that way, we
didn't, we never used to live that way, put it that way and suddenly we come into this situation
where we've got no money and nowhere fo go and we had a Lands Board breathing down our necks avery
couple or months telling us to go.

We just couldn't get on with our lives.

It was just, it was very very hard.

How did you feel havipg this over your head, can you describe the fesling?

He felt that we always had our head on the chopping hlock, just like a guillotine waiting to coae
down and decapitate you.

At one stage we got 3 lstier from the Minister and T think if came about in the last week of the
month, telling us te get out at the end of the month.

8o what action did you take then?
I think I went and got a handful of money and went down and rang the Sydney Dffice and had 2 bit
of talk to then.

And what did they say?
He said he'd, I think I spoke to the Minister's Liasion Dfficer who agresd to have a talk to the
Winister sbout our situation.

And how sany letters would you estimate you got from the Lands Departzent saying that you had tao
ga?
Probably a couple of dozen,

And what did you do when you received these latters?

Well everytize we got the letter we'd shudder because we knew it would only be a couple of months
extension at the most, if thai, if time wasn't just about up when we received the letter, thers
was no security there at ail,

We spant most of our lives writing for help,

Right and you want and saw Ministers and Politicians often did you?

The Winisters that helped us sost [ fesl were the Lzbor Ministers, Liberal Governaent helped us in
the early stages a month here and a month there and then if it hadn't been for a change in
governzent we would've been forced out sarlier in the piece, but due to syampathetic considaration
from the Labor Minister, they kind of closed there eyes to us I think for 2 couple of years.

e didn't actually seen any of these Ministers, we weren't allowed to see them, we only went
through our Local Member who at that time was Mr Harry Jdensen who was the Mesber for Munmorah, the
first Minister we were associated with was Mr John Mason and then Fisher ang finally Wr Crabtres
who was a Labor Minister; we felt that we had better dealings with him, better treatment from hia
than any of the other Liberal Ministers.

He kind of; I think they kind of closed their syes and we got a couple of years out of them, until
the sarly eighties.

And what do you think stirred up the issue again in the sarly eighties?

We had problems with a neighbour and he was incensed with getting riqﬁ ot us because he always
said he had anather place to qo to and we didn't and he just contactdd everyone from Council
through to Church people through to the Lands Board anyone that he could call to make a nuisance
or to make it hard for us he did and he called the Lands Board and informed them that we had made
some alterations fo our house to try to nake it weatherproof, so this stirred up the Lands Board
again.

fnd what did they do about that?

They sent us a letter and said that all repovations had to cease forthwith,

find a little while after that they offered us Perzissive Occupancy until we had a Mousing
Commission house, until we'd heen granted a Housing Commission house.
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Did you accept this Permissive Dccupancy?

We were not in a position financially or any other way to accept the house, accept the Permissive
Occupancy at that stage. We were tied up, it was very hard, very awkward for us and we had to try
by 2]l means to delay the Permissive Occupancy being signed.

So when did you actually fipally leave the island?
We left the island in June 1989.

Can you explain what happened or the circumstances which led you to leave?

We in November, 1989 we were fold to vacate the island in a month, November 1988 rather I'm sorry
and this we had a bleck of land at this stage which we were paying off and we were still in no
position as to, to where to go, primely because we didn't have any money and committed to
repaysents an our block of land, so we still had to buy eore time to try te get accosmodation,
sone sort of accommodation, there again the Lands Board still made it oretty hard, we got a couple
of months from that until the end of February [ think. He seeked an extension from the Minister
for Lands Mr Causley, who flatly rejected it, he gave us to the end of the month and that put us
in an even worse situation, casue we were unable to go anywhere, we didn't have any sort of
accommodation and we were financially committed,

e tried to sell our land to gt money to buy a house, but nobody seemed to want to buy at the
tine.

1t was on the market for such z short time that it's very hard fo sell something in a matter of a
month or six weeks ynless it’s really cheap; really attractive and we were not about to give
anything away when we were in a desperate situation.

So how may houses remzined on the island when you left?
Tuo houses remained op the island when we left, they both have leases till they die [ beleive,

8o you were the last of the squatters to leave the island?
We ware the last of the unauthorised occupants to leave the island.

Looking back what do you see as the highlights and the lowlights of your life at Coon Island?
The, it was a very hard time, Coon Island is just a place where you could really enjoy yourself
under different circumstances, you'd get up and the sun shining in the front door, the waters
beautiful and green, blue all the, the, the, it was just a part of our life that had to be, it's
very hard to say, what was gond and what was bad.

I feel that the lowlights were the constant harassasnt from the Lands Board, in the beginning
possibly not being accepted by other pecple which we had never known that before we case to the
island. The highlights I think are the y=ars our children were growing up, the racing around with
them to different sporting activities and school activities, the fact that they turped out okay in
spite of all our problems we had on the island, actually when you think of Coon Island you think
of the afternoon breeze in the aiddie of a heatwave, it was really beautiful, I think as soon as
we started to live on Coon Island we, we got an injection of saltwater in our blood and we just
found it very hard to leave.

Do you ever regret gaing thers?

No - we had ta go there, we had no other cheice, we, it was very hard to accept the conditions
under which we lived under but I no I don't actually regret going there.

No - T don"t regret going thers. It may have been very hard but it was beautiful really.

Okay - I think that's about it, I'd like to thank you very much for the sffort and the time that
yau have put in, on behalf not only of ayself but also the University, thanks a lot.

Thank yau.

Thank you-
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“"The Removal of the Occupants of Coon Island.”

Coon Island is located at the northern tip of the Swansea
Peninsula on the Swansea Channel, Today the island is
almost completely cleared of any human existence. Twenty
vears ago the island was inhabited by some seventy
families. Most of the houses on the island were used as
holiday "weekenders", however, some were occupied
permanently. To the residents, the island was a unique
place of peace and tranquility and a very relaxing
holiday atmosphere prevailed.

However. this peaceful exterior was only a facade. Coon
Island was the centre of a bitter fight which lasted for
many years. 0On one side were the island s residents, a
proud group of people, of mainly mining stock, prepared
to go to anv length to preserve their occupation of an
area they considered paradise. On the other side, the
State Government, determined to see the residents removed
and the area developed as a recreation reserve for the
public at large.

Around the turn of the century the island was popular
with picknickers and campers and amatuer race meetings
were held on the island s crude racecourse.l After World
War 1 people began settling on Coon Island as it was a
popular location for fishing, boating and helidaying. The
early settlers were mainly miners and their families from
the nearby Coalfields. They built small weatherbord
"weekenders" or boatsheds which were occupied at weekends
and holiday periods. In 1320-21 the Department of Lands
began granting tenancies, known as Permissive
Decupancies, to the owners of the structures, to
authorise their dwellings.

During the Depression vears many people went te live
permanently on the island. Due to the prevailing economic
climate there was no suggestion of evictions by the Lands
Department at that time. The residents began adding
additional rooms to their houses to make them more
conducive to permanent living.

1 Laké Macguarie Herald, 10th June, 1971.



In September, 18944, the Minister for Lands, J.M. Tully,
advised the residents not to erect additional substantial
structures and that further transfers would not be
permitted. If the occupants so elected, they would be
allowed preference in obtaining sites in the nearby
Swansea subdivision.

The island was zoned as "Recreation” in the
Northumberland County Council’s Planning Scheme in 1952.
The Minister for Lands at the time, F.H. Hawkins, met a
deputation of Coon Island residents and advised them that
the older residents (pensioners) would not be disturbed,
but the younger residents should look for alternative
homes. He further advised the residents that it was the
goverment s poliecy to clear waterfronts of occupations of
this nature and it would not be possible to grant any new
tenancies on the island.

In 1885, Tom Lewis, Minister for Lands, announced that
the Government intended to to clear all waterfront
reserves of oeccupations to permit free and unimpeded
access to the publie. The Lands Board at East Maitland
sought the co-operation of Lake Macquarie Shire Counecil
in demolishing the buildings on Coon Island once the
original Permissive Occupancy holders were dead. An
inspection of the buildings by Council’s Chief Health
Inspector in 1888, revealed that none of the buildings
complied with Council’s minimum standards for residential
buildings.Z2 Despite this the Council deeclined to assist
the Department of Lands in any way.

The president of the Swansea Branch of the 0ld Age &
Invalid Pensioners Association, Mr. W. Quinn, threatened
demonstrations and protests by the Newcastle District
Pensioner Council, the Newcastle Trades Hall Council and
residents if any attempts were made to remove residents
and demolish their homes. It was reported that there were
more than 100 people living on the island at this time,
many of whom were descendants of the original settlers.3

2 Newcastle Morning Herald and Miners Advocate, 27th
April, 19B6.

3 Lake Macquarie Herald, 27th February, 1989.



The mosgt significant move came in April, 1970. Mr. Lewis,
the Minister for Lands, terminated all Permissive
Occupancies on Coon Island and the occupants were
directed to remove their homes within six months. The
decision provided that fresh Permissive Occupancies be
offerred to the nineteen pensioners in permanent bona-
fide occupation. These oaccupancies were not transferable
and expired on the death of the holder. FProvision was
also made for the other occcupants to be given the
opportunity of applying for blocks of residential Crown
Land in Swansea. Only eight of the re=sidents chose to do
so.4

The island’'s residents formed what was called the Coon
Island Reprieve Committee with Mr. W. Standing, a retired
miner and former union leader, as its President. The
Committee sought a meeting with the Minister and
forwarded an eighteen point circular to the Premier. Mr.
Askin, Mr. Lewis, and all northern Federal and State
Parliamentarians and interested organisations. The
Premier conveniently side-stepped the issue by sayving it
was not possible for him to meet a deputation of
residents dus to the pressure of duties with the
forthcoming session of Parliament and preparation of the
budget. The Premier advised the residents that it was
appropriate for representations to be directed to Mr.
Lewis.5

Mr. Lewis did receive a deputation in November, 1870,
comprising of residents and Mr. K. Wilson, Secretary of
the Newcastle Labour Council. The deputation sought to
gain a reprieve for those residents who were required to
leave the island. The Minister assured the deputation
that only permanent residents who were pensioners would
be permitted to remain on the island.8 The Minister met
another deputation of residents with similar results in
September, 1971. A small minority of residents did comply
with the requests of the Lands Department to vacate their
homes, however, the majority stood firm and refused to
leave.

4 ' Lake Macguarie Herald, Bth August, 18970.
5 ibid

5] Newcastle Morning Herald and Miner =& Advocate, 5th
November, 1870.



On 7th July, 1972, a contract was signed by Messrs.
Jackson and Ellis of Kurri RKurri to remove thirteen of
the houses on the island. Early on Monday 10th July,
1972, Mr. Jackson arrived at Coon Island, to commence
work, accompanied by Mr. Col Redman, a Lands Department
Inspector. They were greeted by a group of angry
residents supported by the Secretary of the Newcastle
Trades Hall Council, Mr. Wilson, and several other union
representatives. The residents had barricaded the only
bridge onto the island with a car and stood there
defiantly waving placards and shouting =slogans. Several
residents explained to Mr. Redman that the work had been
blackbanned. Mr. 0’Beirne, Northern Organiser of the
Builder ‘s Labourers Union threatened to call a strike of
the union and get the men to act as vigilantes and turn
over any equipment the contractor tries to bring in.
Mr.Redman and Mr. Jackson then left the island to confer.
Mr. Jackson returned to the island and told the residents
he was not going to proceed with the work and
ceremoniously tore up what he claimed was the contract.?

The Lands Department later entered into negotiations with
Mr. Jackson in an attempt to get him to perform his
obligations under the contract. On 17th July, Mr. Jackson
returned to the island. Watched by a large group of
residents and Police he commenced removing furniture from
some of the buildings in preparation for full scale
demolition. Mr. Wilson again threatened to picket if
demolition began. The following day the residents and
volunteers replaced the furniture and trade unionists
picketed the island. The Police were again in attendance
to keep the peace. Mr. Jackson then abandoned the job and
handed the residents a statutory declaration to that
effect.B8

o

Newecastle Morning Herald and Miner ‘s Advocate, 11th
il SRR

8 Sydney Morning Herald, 19th July, 1972.



The residents” action received a great deal of media
coverage with significant consequences. The publicity
brought many people to the island, and houses which were
vacant were vandalised and furniture stolen.9 The Police
were powerless to prevent this vandalism. A number of the
residents became scared and decided to abandon their
homes. Other=s "sold" their homes to demolishers for
materials only to find other people moving in. The
majority of these "squatters" were no-hopers looking for
a cheap place to live, however, a few were yvoung families
who had fallen on hard times. The Department of Lands
continued to monitor the situation preferring to remove
houses as they were vacated or upon the death of the
occupants, rather than confronting the residents and
unions with large scale evictions and demolitions.

By 1985, there were only twenty remaining homes on the
island. The Manager of the adjacent Swansea Gardens
Tourist Park, Max Gallard, complained to the Department
of Lands, Lake Macquarie City Council and the media
claiming the squatters of Coon I=sland were driving
tourists from the area. Mr. Gallard claimed the squatters
were using the access road as a speedway and in summer
they had late night drinking parties. 10

This adverse publicity signalled the beginning of the end
for Coon Island’'s squatters. The Department of Lands
began regularly visiting the island and applying pressure
to the sguatters to leave. Notices to vacate were issued
and gradually and steadily the houses bhegan to be
removed.

In September, 1988, the Regional Manager of the
Department of Lands, John Osmond, arrived on the island
with demolishers and ordered the occupants of two houses
to remove their belongings to permit demolition of the
houses. The sguatters offered no resistance and
demolition proceeded unimpeded watched by Police and a
number of residents. Mr. Osmond indicated that the
cccupants had failed to comply with Lands Department
orders to vacate issued twelve months sarlier and it was
hoped that the action would give the remaining squatters
an incentive to leave.ll

9 é}dney Morning Herald, 20th February, 1974.
10 Newcastle Herald, 24th May, 1985.

11 Newcastle Herald, 3rd September, 1988.
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Removal of the remaining squatters and their homes
proceeded with little resistance. In June, 1989, the last
of the remaining unauthorised occupants, Henry and
Catherine Nicholls and their family, left the island.

Today, there(is )two remaining homes on Coon Island,
cccupied by pensioners in their nineties under Permissive
Occupancy from the Lands Department, the only relics of
the hundreds of people and generations of families who
once enjoved their weekends and holidays there.
Development of the island as a recreation reserve has
still not commenced.
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. THURSDAY, APRIL 28, 1966 ]
Shire Council on
bad ground

LAKE MACQUARIE Shire Council has taken
a peculiar attitude on the Lands Depuriment's

uest for “coopermion™ in the removal of
buildings from permissive occupancy sites in
the shirc on the expiry of leases. The Couocil
decided on Tuesday night to have pothing to do
with these demolitions, even after the accom-
modation has been vacated and contenu
removed

In the Council's view, the Siate, having
ended the tenancy by mol remewing the leae
on the death of the original holder, ang not
recognising heredity title or right of transfer,
should se¢ the process through by tearing down
the structures,

The Council's
might be strictly correct in terms of lcgal
responsibility, the shire nol having been the
source of the permission to occupy. Bui the
righteous stand is also self-defeating.

The Lands Department has no urgeot
interest m getting build off the 'und and
the sites made available the development
of parks and playgrouads. It is the Council
that bas the clear stake in the hastening of

.access to land for community purposes. |

The department’s request for “coopera-
tion” (the officiai way of asking the Council
to undertake demolitions a8 buildings become
vacant) was based on the reasonable assump-
tion that the councillors would appreciate the
strict enforcement of the Icase-termination
provisions by a remote asuthority and be eager 1o
sce that the resulting advantage grafuilously
given wouid not be lost through delay.

By rejecting the departmenti’s request, the
Council went against the advice of its Health
Department, the officers of which sec the

~ wisdom of gaining control of the timetable for

clearanc:.

hend-washing  decision
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If that could not be
done, other preventive
action would have to be
examined.

He would have talks
with the District Surveyor
(Mr. Higgs), the Minister
for Works (Mr. Hughes),
and ILake Macquarie
Shire Council.
Mr. Lewis said if croded
sections of the retaining
wall in the channel could
not be restored he would
consider altering the system
of permissive occupancies
to allow children of present
owners to remain in occu-
pation of homes on the is-
land, =

However, this was most
unlikely, he said.
Mr. Lewis met a deputa-
tion, introduced by Mr.
Stewart, M.L.A., and which
consisted of the President of

Committee (Mr. W. Stand-
ing) and Mr. I. Harrison,
President of Swansea branch

Harris) and Cr, Toby.

which is a public recrestion

1s.
Mr. Standing said that once

the Coon Island Residents'|'

of the Liberal Party (Mr. G.|!

He inspected Coon Island, |

; reserve ares, and met resi-|
¢ar | den i

MINISTER SEES
EROSION TOLL

The Minister for Lands (Mr. Lewis) said yesterday
that he would find out whether Government money
could be made ayailable to build up “break-through”
sections of the retaining wall on the Swansea Channel
gide of Coon Island.

the residents were shifted, the
measures taken’ to  prevent
eroslon of the channel would
end, and water would swedp
over much of the reserve.

At their own expense, resi-
dents had built along the
channel bank a rock wall set
in concrete to hold back tidal
water,

“Once the houses are gone,
the water will take over
quickly,” Mr, Standing said,
_“Evidence of erosion and
silting is seen in the narrow-
ing of the entrance of the
backwater stream from the
main channel.”
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| Mr. Lewis

L] AWEEP  across

On the opposite side of thiy
stream & road ond footpath
ga been  eroded, IcuvinE

omes standing on the brin
of the channel.

After seeing the first major
break in the retaining wall
about 150 yards from 1hs
eastern end of the chanmel,
asked  whether
council could help.

Cr. Toby: Council will not
heve money for the mext 20
years to stone this arca,

Three bad sdreas

Mr. Standing said thers
were 59 buildings on Coon
Island. A husband could pass
on the occupancy permit 1o
his wife, and vice versa, but
once they died the building
had to be demolished.

In discussion with residents
the Minister was told thai
most of the homes had started
as  week-enders.  Ome  oc-
cupant had lived on the island
for 46 years,

One family had paid $200
to provide a protecting wall.
There were three major areas
where  erosion  had  swep!

high tidal water
crossed the island's sole road.
It also gtill sceped under the
verandah of one home.

Mr, Stewart supported the
claim to allow the occupancy
pass on to children,

He said the councll would
not develop the area fot
recreation for many yeam.

He agreed that once the
people were forced off the
island tidal water would soon
the old oak
swamp into the reserve,

Mr. Lewis said the frontage
to the dwellings would have
o be improved. He would
ask il the work would be ex-
pensive and what money coul |
he made available to mend the
hroken sections of the wall.
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Plea for people

on Coon Island
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Mr. Stewart, M.L.A., will*ask the ;

Minister for Lands (M.

Lewis) in}

Sydney to-day 1o withhold action thats

threatens to evict
Jsland, ‘Swansea.

These people: occupy
dwellings on  sites that
are perpissive - occupan-

the
Lands - Department.
Departmental policy does
not permit the-lease to be
tarnsferred to next of Kin
on.the death of the lessee,
Mr. Stewart said the fam-
ilies ‘affécted at'Coon fsland
had been 'told |ha1 unicw

some people at Coong

they vacated the area hy
Friday, their property wnuld
be demolished.

Mr. Stewart sald:. "'I'h
is u policy that tho depart
ment has persisted - in foz
several years, ‘and ‘ndw
number of penaloncrs ang
involved. i

“The n*nsmncrs bought
those dwellings , YEIES apo np
knowing the Jense * wiis
transferable. e

‘Some may " slny}

MTo make niatters ‘warse,’
-.ccm-u thut  spmle ~ Ocgupi
have he-.-n given p:rmlmou
stay on,'

Mr, Stewarl said rtlic l’rg
vdent of Swansea, Tensione
If\\\ﬂtlﬂl[ﬂﬂ (Mr, W, Qui
had expressed concern al
threat ‘to . Coon Island;
‘denls.. .

Mr. Lewis had inspecled lln
homes and had -agreed’ Uy
were well k

“1 will urge that the pe
be ‘allowed - to_stay. there .
cither  the. Government
Luke Mucquarie *Shire 'Ce
cil spends b lot of mompy
prevent the island frorn bei
submerged," MY, Stewar{

"The. island s lnll ]
only because . -the  occupig
{have built retaining walls
counter the swilt-moving tidal
waler in Swansca Channel, i

*1 will ask that the -
trict Surveyor be directed
withhold action till a‘i fidkl
ministerial decision is made,”
Mr. Stewart said.




THURSDAY, FEBRUARY 27, 1969.

‘PLEA TO

SAVE
COON IS.

HOMES

Any attempt to
Coon Island would be

demolish homes on
met with a mass de-

monstration of protest, Mr W. Quinn said.

Mr. Quinn, President
of Swansea branch of
the Old-age and Invalid
Pensioners’  Association,
was referring to an edict
by the Lands Department
that some people on the
island must vacate their
dwellings by to-morrow.

The dwellings are on
permissive occupancics but
the lease cannol be trans-
ferred to next to kin on
death of the original hold-
cr.

Mr. Quinn said  fouwr
familics had been told they
must have (heir belongings
out of the homes by (o-
morrow, for it was intend-
ed to start demolition of
the dwellings on Monday.

"I have reported this
threat of action to New-
castle District  Pensioners’
Council and Newcastle
Trades Hull Council,” Mr.
Quinn said.

People angry

“If anything is done to
these occupants, there will
be a combined demonstra-
tion of protest on the
island the day demolition

starts.”

He said the people of
Swansea would be  angry
at any cviction action. It
was  believed that other
people  would face evie-
tion later.

More than 100 pcople
were living on the island
and on land north, of Wal-
larih-street, all covered by
A permissive  occupancy
lease, Mr. Quinn said.

Safe access
to road

A sofe pccess 1o ML War-
ing-road  via  Jindalee-street
hid  been muade  possible by
reconstruction in that  street
and closure of the top end of
Cook-street,  Toronto  West,
Cr. Smith said yesterday,

The closure would remaln
permanenl 1o end a  long-
stunding hazard ot the Inter-
section of Cooksstreet and Mt,
Waring-rond, Cr. Smith said,

Residents  aware  of  the
dunger ook precautions  but
often  strangers  unknowingly
took risks,

Construction wns  stifl In
progress, involving a substan-
tinl amount of earthwork,

This work included raising
the top end of Jindalee-street
to creale a  buarrier agninst
wrong traffic movement,
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amendment, and report adopted on motion

ADJOURNMENT

PERMISSIVE OCCUPANCIES: COON [SLAND

Mr McCAW [12.17 a.m.]: 1 move:

That this House do now adjourn,

Mr J. J. T. STEWART (Kahibah)
[12.18 am.]: 1 wish to raise a matter of
vital concern to invalid and age pensioners
and their families occupying Crown land on
Coon Island near Swansea. These people
have been living there for many years but
now, by direction of the Department of
Lands, their permissive occupancies have

- been terminated. Permissive occupancy

leases are terminable at any time. Often
we hear from the Government benches
what Labor did and what Labor did not do
in its (wenty-four years of office. I assure
honourable members that since the early
1940x, throughout the twenty-four years of
Labor Government, it was the policy of the
Department of Lands to extend leniency to
pensioners occupying leases in this area.
No attempt was made to terminate these
leases. However, in the short space of five
years this Government, through the Minister
for Lands and with the assistance of the
burcaucratic public servants in his depart-
ment, has resolved to remove these people
from their occupancies, On 25th Octaber
the people about whom I am speakeing
held a public meeting to discuss what they
might do about the matter. In the past they
have held several meetings about it. They
decided to form a deputation to present
their case to the Minister for Lands. Last
week on their behalf I spoke to the Min-
ister and he agreed to meet the deputation
tomorrow. | thank him for his courtesy in
this matter. These people have nowhere
else to go. They have received a notice,
which says:

To_the occupier,

Permissive Occupancy No..oo.oviien. ..
feldl By, e T R i resnect of
this structure was terminated on 17th Anpril,
1970, and the occupants advised thev should
be removed bv 17th Octaber, 1970, Now take
notice that this structure is claimed to be
abandoned and it js proposed to demolish it
without furth=r notice. You are hereby directed
to remove all contents and personal effects
from the structure forthwith and vour failure
ta remove same will result in the contents
being claimed and sold and the proceeds being
umud towards the cost of demolitipn,: ;

H&m Cas Cj

7-11-70



Wair-- .20 am—1. J. T. Stewart
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What a wonderful way to treat aged
pensioners! T appeal to' the Minister for
Lands to mive these people a reprieve until
after Christmas, which is only seven weeks
away. If this plan is put into effect, these
peop'e will prokably be sleeping in sleeping
bags round this area from now until Christ-
mas. People in -their eighties would be
snending the Christmas festive season sleep-
ing out under the trees. I suggest the Gov-
ernment does not intepnd to develop this
land. The Minister for Lands and the Gov=
eriment, in an attempt to bolster the Gov-
ernment’s finances, will subdivide the land
or will probablv give it to some big de-*
velopers to subdivide it

1If the Government wants to show its
sincerity, it could develop perhaps 100
acres as a recreation area and leave the
houses intact until the whole area has been
deve'orad. This would take twenty-five
years, bv which time these people will not
be worrying ‘about their permissive occu-
pancies. The Government could then say
to these peopls, if anv of them are livina:
“We have developed all that land. We now
want to demolish vour premises and we ask
vou to remove all the contents.” T do not
think anvone would object in those circum-
stances, [ saw a sorry spectacle with other
pensioners at Swansea Heads. A contractor
put a wire round the residences and, with
heavy motor lorries, pulled them over.
They are still lving there. No attempt has
hezn made to develop the arca at Swansea
Heads, and the same thing will happen to
the land to which T am referring. At a
ruhlic mee‘ing on 25th October, Councillor
Tohin said that the Lake Macquarie Shire
Council had no plan to usc the area as a
fecreation space,

Mr HugHEs: On a point of order. T sug-
gest that the honourable member for
Kahibah is completely out of order in rais-
ing this matler on the motion for the ad-
journment. He has already intimated that
the Minister for Lands has agr2ed to receive
tomorrow afternoon a deputation on this
issue. Presumablv the honourable member
and the deputation will then have every
opportunity of putting this matter before
the Minister. 1 submit that the honourahle
member, is simplv using the motion for the
adiournment as part of a Labor Party cam-
paien to attack public servants. He has
made most derogatory remarks about per-
sons whom he calls bureaucratic public
servants. and to officers of the Department
of.lands, | submit that this is part of a
well-plannzd campaien by Labor to attack
the '‘Police and public servadts in evepy
department. .

%
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CUMMING XXX-12.25 HUGHES: LOQ.

I submit that the debate on the motion for
the adjournment of the House is not an appropriate time

to launch attacks on public servants, especially as the

-

. = :
lgsue with regard to pensioners athoon Island is to go

i

before the Minister for Lands tomorrow. A moment ago the

. ?fm for m_liahibéfj said that he appreciated that the

Minister for Lands was to meet them ., Surely what the h m
is saying in this deb;te is the material that will go.
to the Minister for Lands tomorrow. I submit that it is
out of order to use the adjournment debate to attack public
servants and I ask you, Mr Speaker, to rule that the h m is
ouF of order.

L:Mr Speaker: Order! There may well be considergble

¥ ¥ ' il )

subotonce in whal the Minduwtor for Iublic Worka/ has to uauy,

but I 4o not think it amounts tJa point of order. /
26!

~
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Mr J.J. T. STEWART: If it is offensive to the

‘ / %
" Minister I shall withdraw ;gz;szzi;:;::;%;ublic servants.

I appreciate the action of the Minister of Lands in meetin
these people, but it is wrong for an&)ﬁévernment to demoli,
these homes while the pensioners are occupying them.

If they were to ak .demolish the whole lot it wopld be all

right, but if they are going to demolish one here, one the:

and another somewhere else, there will be no room for them
to develop the land where the remaining houses are, so

they might as well go ahead and develop the part where

there are no homes at the moment and Xmxam leave the homes
infact for these peopdhe to live in.

(@otion agreed to.

) Z House adjourned at 12.27 a.m., Wednesday?}

/
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Coon
Island

oroup . -

sees
Lewis

“The N.S.W. Minl
ster for Lands (Mr,
Lewis) this afternoon
received a deputation
from residents of
Coon Island, Lake

Macquarie,

The Minister gave an
assurance that all permanent
residents who are pensioners
would be allowed 1o remain
or the island.

He said restoration work
would have to be done on
the island's waterfrontags.
Assistance would be give
to the pensioners involve
to retain the waterfront.

Mr. Lewis promised that
engineers would visit the
site and that restoralion
work would be started ia
the.neat financial year.

The deputation included
the President of the Coon
Island and Litle Coon
Cilizens’ Reprieve Commit-
tee (Mr. W. Standing), the
Secretary of the commitles
(Mr. C. Lamb). the Assist-
ant Secretary (Mr, G. Hal-
let), Messrs, N. W. Hallett,
W. Russell and the Secre-
tary of Newcastle Labourn
Couneil (Mr. K. Wilson).

Coon Island s zoned
“open space-recreation” in
the Northumberland Plan-
ning Scheme.

The deputation was to
piotest to the Minister about
the proposal (o remove
from the island all residents,
both permanent and parts
time, who were nol pen=
sioners permanently resid-
ing there.
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' ’l‘llm, f
repriove . !}m‘]

mlug ks ) ai-

Island  “snd Lmle
Coonfe, Svamq, Mr.
Stewart,” H.[..A., ‘said

“This : - had been made
clear ' by\MrJ Freudenstein,
acting,, tor. ‘Minister for | ceq
'Lnn&i “#(Ms. ' Lewis)," now
ovmpw 1 ‘.;. Prusa e '\,

"M, ﬁmudemlcin em re-
‘plying to requests by a
putation’ received at P
mh} unu- op-. Nbumbar

\

g

Pem:bnm

indefinite reprieve for, oc-
cup!hrll of - igrmnisnw‘mu-
-pancies faced with. terming-
tidn'of ‘tHeir leases 'md‘feo
moval of structures, includ-
m their homes. -
Mr. -~P:eud=nstsln sald
ihn decision then -indicated
‘Was MV confirmed: ' That
- pensioner “bona-fide perma-

lcnt residents would -be /al-

»"ﬁw"ﬁr

mh@r than. _pem 1

yesterday, .. .. . |

£ Mhe: dcp;iiihonhodgﬁh inr

-, hofiday. . premises and

or. l’ Jiving’ on the
two islan would -have {o
Licave! luordms to di
llonu already given.

)" One u;amber of ;Hedcpu-
iallpp ecguu o- 8
&mr; ﬁg
allowed lwo yehrs .10 ,Te-
eithhilkh ”Iill house at. ‘Swine

The Hﬂlnk ‘f“;;"" .ufd
erosion

probiem ﬁqlv’lng’ Sm:is‘;n
~| Chanpel was concerned, gn
en r'  would  inspect
Cﬁﬁm nd Little' Coo-
nieand mend on re-
M‘rmnn*\vm eomidered

Mr: S .Uiml said: the re-
5.’ mennt that people other
ll'l’ﬂ-llﬂoﬂ!lil vlnznld just
r-the final day. .

v’hf?{ wﬁ- a chance of
what happened at Swansea
Heads repgalmj iiself: de-
molishers ©engaged by the
Government pulling homes
and . otlier +buildings down,
créating heaps of rubble in
plages  where, families had

——ived for many years,



THE LAKE MAQUARIE

th conjunction with
the Public Works De-
partment,  the I.cmhr
.p-';-mncmwn gon-'
ducting. " surveys ' of
Coon Island and Little
Coonie, 'near Swansea,
the Minister for Lands
(Mr. Lewis) sald.

One punpose was o
ascentain to-what extent, if
any, erosion woukd ‘take
plw‘n at Ooon Iskand if
oocuplerns did ol contimae
preservation work,

‘He was referning  to
claims of Coon Istand ‘Re-

prieve Committes thel once
families Jeft the island

tidal activity in Swansea
would rpesuk In serious
‘eroslon. : ‘

nder :

HERALD 27th MAY 1971

survey

'l‘be résidents, ‘who for
ydm have "oocupied the
island on penmissive ooctu-
pancies; belicve this part of
the channel coulkd eventu-
ally dluppe-ar undeiss rock
walls were malotained, -

Poople living on the two
places who are not. pen-
sioners have  been o!ﬂ'umd
to. quits !

The bime lmit has ‘%x-
pired, and the department
has warned that urless the
obeyed premises
oved will be publed
m at]

stay on the island till they |
died. He had been asked
why could oot others re-
tain their permissive ocou-
pancy till all penﬂom
had ‘died. |

Find sites

“If we allowed this, some|.
people  would themselves
become pensioners before
the last one died; thus we
would have a conlinuing
problem,” he said,

The depariment had of-
fered to find alternative
building ~sites for those
forced to go,

Mr. Lewis said the future
iof the area had not been
forgotten. The surveys
bcmg undertaken, in addi-
tion to making a- dttermmu-
tion on.the erosion -issue;
would also plan develop-
ment of the vacated and
adjacent arcas as public ‘re-
serves,
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‘Residents of Coon Island and Little Coonie are anxiously
awaiting the result of surveys by Government departments on o

10th

Je

THURSDAY, JUNE 10, 1971

substantial area of swamp close to their ploce of settiement.

MG

. A big area of mainly tidal swamp or thick grass-
land with a motley collection of swamp oaks; some are

. beginhing to topple over with age, the area is estimated

S

velpp
- An: inspection o Mon-
day by the President of the;

Reprievé - Commities (Mr.
W. Standing), who has lived
oa Copn-Island for maay
yzars and has an extensive
knowledge of Swansea, re:
vealed “that reclamation of
the low-Wying swamp and
mpmw of the land
sections, ' once  popularly
known as Wallsend Camp
and “Scotties, could provide
a‘ first-class - recreational
park gnd camping spot.

. Mr. Standing raisad the
question of cost. He said
one  tonscervative estimate
for full reclamation and de-
velopment was $500,000 and
be asked -which povernmeat
depariment would be pre-
pared to spend 30 much on
such a project.

“The general belief around
these pacts is that the area
will be made available o a
hn.d developer; after all

3:! been done to

promised park-

hu:f at Swansea Heads since

the ques wex demolished
there,™ he

[ “There were 21 homes
along the foreshore in

Wallsend camp section till
the Government forced
them off in the 1950%,"
he said.

“There werc other build-
ings, and the whole place
was looked afier. What has
happened since?

“Nothing. Apart from a
section of the rpark at the
eastern end, the area has
been neglected, resulting in

wild growth.”
Mr. Standing said that
many years ago the area

was popular with picnick-
ers, More than 60 wyears
ago, there was a small race-
course for amateur meet-
ings, followed by a trot-
ting circle and then a dog
COurse.

After the Government
survey had been com-
pleted, the Mimster for
Lands- (Mr. Lewis) bhad a
motal responsibility lo pro-
duce a plan of develop-
ment, he said,

He said people first set-
tled on Coon Island in
1924, which would have

‘residents

‘to be too costly for a local authority to reclaim and de-

been washed away bul for
the protection provided by
to prevent tidal
erosion by fasl - moving

‘|water in Swansea Channel. §

“We invite the Minister
and his advisers {o come to
the island to test the valid-
ity of residents’ ¢laims of
saving this area,”
ing said.

Erosion

“In November, Lake Mac-
Macquarie Shire Council
did some rock wall work for
the depariment; but already
there are signs of erosion.

“Weé claim the rock
boulders placed in line,
without adequate bindinz,
are not able lo resist the
erosive movement of tidal
waler now washing through
big cracks on to the land.”

Mr. Standing said the
council had also construct-
ed a small boat ramp along
the channel wall of Coon
Island in November. Though
the area was shallow, the
tide was washing sand in-
wands — 3 slart of bank

erosion.

Mc. Stand- 2

Thishaviewof&eswmpyhndhbereﬂalﬂl.ﬂi
RSSTY the area formerly occupled by hmuhg‘ml

{ tracks in the background. The low-ying dres # |
foregromund is subject fo dGidal - waler and

Coon Island from the mainlapd,




like a football match, with
the residents of both placea
as. footballs,
I have a map of all the
area in .dispule drawn up
by ‘the Lands Depariment in
| December, 1942, The area
nofed as Swansea North in-
dicates the houses and own-
ers nlmod at that time, with
a mention of a 100ft, re-
servation. . Fhis suggests a
gaine of Probables and Pos-
sibles being played, remem-
bering ‘that 14 years ago
at Jeast 20 siructures were
removed. .
The um of this match
1lt£|1 ‘exist, and still the area
|has not been developed.
.Notations such as mud
flats, fairly firm sand, ford-
able at low tide for medium
[{traffic, = foreshore  badly
eroded and other remarks|’
not decipherable
how slowly the- department
works {0 prevent erosion.
‘The Minister’s statement
that the depariment had of-
fered tc find aMlernate
building sites for residents
forced to go sounds nice,
but he omitted to say 00
compensation  wak being
paid and the affecled per-
son musl acquire land for
speciai lease, A large per-
centage of these people are
cither mine or aged pen-
sioners whose average age
exceeds 65, Purchase of

¥ 3 ¥ ! , 1. et hww ¢
LEWM): thal “hit: depariment
b i

. 8" pm ent,
was cooiﬁudhn] ‘of
Coon .. Jsland :nd Liule
Coonie reads to all involved
in’ "this conflict "soméewhat

{new environment. .

illustrate ]

v !""‘f‘.
BALL"

) iy T
PSR o winan LR |
land .and ‘frafefes. of cexls
lﬁf ‘bulldi q‘é _llbgr‘;:?ﬂ
" Like” Macqlagle’ :E
ounil, are, ﬁbﬁd'. wi
problems, «It_would be ak
most Impossible o these old
péoplé to get money from a
bank or building - society.
There is “also !h anxicty of
people . of - this' age grovp
becoming: established in a

What does the Ministér
seek to achieve? Placing
more tesponsibility on the
counc!l lo maintain apd de-
veiop this area,’ " when Im-
provements Are at
many -parks under the conn-
cil's control,.

We believe sufficient ovi-
dence is visible to show
that' An ' erosion” problem
has existed”in , ‘the:
Coonie and _Cobn
area &t all times; it'Is doubi-

fulthtmnwuultHIbe

“The Minlmr
[} pouible mtln

blem if non-pensioners were
allowed to stay until pen-
sioners died, Early this year
a meeting of people with
permissive . occupancies de-
cided to press for new
leases for all; that pension-
ers with a structure and
nol in permanent residence
be given conditions enjoyed
by permanent  pensioners;
that persons other than pen-
sjoners satisfy the Govern-
ment that on their death
their structures will be. re-
moved in the same way as
permanent  pensioners are
required. :

We have tried to find a
satisfactory solution, but it
is nol easy to meet the
Premier or Minister in such
a siluation, We agree with
the Premier that all people

should have security and
stability; that is all we have
sought.
We hope all details of
the surveys will be made
public. We are pr
to let the public declde
where social justice lies, —
C. E. LAMB, Secretary,
Coon Island” and Little

Cooriie Reprieve  Commit- |

tee. N

ol exist]
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Coon. Is. demolition” check

Coon Island and Little
Coonie Reprieve Committee
is checking reports that the
Lands Department might
soon ‘demolish gome build-
ings and jeltm qi Coon
Island. * :

A number of buildings
have ‘been under ‘threat of
demolition for some time be-
cause ‘of thelr permissive
occupancies (leases) not hnv-
ing “béen renewed. . !

TR LAV

ATART S

The Secretary of lhe
committee (Mr. C. Lamb)
said .reporis reccived from
residents in-the area suggest-
ed that at least one cone
tractor. had made a prelim-

'|inary survey of the area to

ascertain probable costs.

It had been sungﬂled Ahat
5ix homes ‘and jetties would
£0, a3 A start, .

He had discussed the
matter with the. Secrefary
of Newcastle Trades Hall
Council (Mr. K. Wilson),
who assured promised tr e-
union support, ~includi
pickets, would be given at
‘the . lpproprmln time, .« .7

e

RALD 174

lnqmry pledged

on islands

'I‘hg “Minlster. for Lands
“Lewls) has promised
Mr Jensen, ML A, o
makq " new inquirics about
the 6ccupation of Coon Is«
land and Little Coonle near
Swansea. -
Mr. Jensen had asked Mr.,

Lewis to meet a deputation|

T
1

40



COON ISLAND AND LITTLE COONEY |
Mr JENSEN: My question is directed to
i she Minister for Lands. Did be inform a
delegation of residents of Coon Island and
Little Cooney, at Swansca, that he would
not permit most of them to continue with
their Crown land occupancies, some of
which had been of long duration and des-
pite evidence that the voluntary efforts of
the occupants of the Jand had held back the
adjacent Swansea channel and prevented the
water submerging the land that they occupy?
Have the pensioners, who, the Minister has
stated, will be allowed to stay, expressed

concern at their probable inability to hold
back the channel in adversec weather with-
wout the help of friends and neighbours |
whom the Minister proposes to evict, a.ndi
«loes this endanger their lives and property |
as well as the subject land? Has the Minis-
ter refused to receive a further delegation
from those affected by his announced deci-|
sion, despite requests made to the Minister
both directly and through the Premier? Will
he again reconsider his decision on this issue
and see a delegation representative of those
concerned, so that the anguish of those
affected may be alleviated and a more sym-
pathetic attitude towards their problems may
be discussed?

Mr LEWIS: | should think that some of
the information the honourable member
conveyed in his question is correct and some
of it is incorrect. I did receive a deputa-
tion cither carly this year or late last year,
consisting, I think, of three members of the
Opposition and of residents of Coon Island.
For a great number of years Coon Island
was occupied—I think since the time of the
depression—by miners out of work and by
other people who were adversely affected
during the depression. Ministers for Lands
in prior administrations—the Hon. K. C.
Compton, the Hon. J. M. A. MacMahon,
the Hon. R. B. Nott, and the Hon. F. H.
Hawkins—all had exactly the same palicy,
that pensioners would be allowed to retain
their property and their spouses would be
able to retain occupation until death but
that any other person who inherited the
places or wanted to pass on or use these
houses as weekenders, would not be allowed
to continue to do so.

Previous administrations and my own ad-
ministration offered alternative sites in the
area and these offers were extended time
after time. These people were asked to take
up permanent blocks in the general area of
Coon Island; some accepted the offer but
others took no action whatever., The policies
of all administrations will continue during
my administration. These pensioners who
have been assured of retaining their pro-
perty until death will continue to have that
assurance—and 1 am sure any other ad-
ministration would agree with that view.
Other people who are using the Crown as
a convenience by occupying weekenders on
these blocks, will not be allowed to continue
to do so.

EXTRACT HANSARD GALLEY PULLS - LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY - 15th SEPTEMBER, 1971.

The other point raised by the honourable
member has seme substance, but T remind!
him, as 1 believe 1 reminded the deputa-
tion, that should it be necessury to obtain|
additional finance 1o hold back the waters
to protect the properties of the occupants
who still remain in the area, the Crown
will find suflicient money to meect the cost
of stabilizing the floreshores so that their
properties will not bz endangered. Ulti-
mately, as the honourable member might |
know but the House might not, it is in-!
tended to restore this area generally to in-
crease the reereation facilities pf the area.
I am not aware that I have refused to
receive another deputation. 1 shall look into
the matter, and if the honourable member
wishes me 1o receive another desputation,
in spite of what I have just told the House,
I shall certainly comply with his request.
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—| ISLAND REPRIEVE |-

" Coon Island homes bave
recelved - mhothér reprieve
from demolition,

A contractor. for 'the
Lands . Department and
. sub-contractors declded last
night not to coatinue with
_the . demolition of nine
homes on the island, near
Swansea.

The coniractor (Mr
Jackson)-sald he would talk
with Department of Lands
officlals today about the
contract,

All of the lsland’s 38
residents other than pen-
sioners,, have been given
eviction notices by the

Lands Board.

Most of the houses were
bullt 40 years ago and
since have remalned under
permissive occupancy.

Yesterday the demolish-
ers removed furniture from
some of the housen (sce plc-
ture) , after breaking dowm
the doors with a sledgeham-

mer.




BEHIND A PEACEFUL
ARE ON THE BOIL

. From a Staff Correspondent

Coon Island on Lake Macquarie. An old lady in a red
bonnet sits in the sun near a row of weatherboard houses
feeding the squawking gulls. Nearby, an old man with a
Rangoon rod‘baits a hook with dough and prepares to

catch some mullet,

It ¥ moon, and the island
is still, a place of peace,

But appearances are de-
ceptive, for Coon Island,
& swampy, stretch of scrub-
land separated from Swan-
sea by a tiny creek and a
rattling wooden bridge, is
troubled ground.

Last week amid placards
and angry words, New-
castle trade unionists won
another round to keep the
Lands Department from
attempting to demolish
34 cottages which face the
mainland in a long tattered
avenue,

When a departmental
officer

and the demolition
contractor arrived on the
site 1o begin work last
Monday, they found the
hﬁ:g: ::-Iqeked by a car
and a large gathering of
irate residents and union-
ists,

They were told the job
had been declared “black.™
Soon afterwards the con-
tractor made a ceremony
of tearing up what he
claimed was the actual
work document. A little
later the two men Jeft,

] department plans
ultimately 1o rid the island
of all dwellings, and to re-
serve the land as a public
recreation area. Only the
homes of 10 old-aged pen-
sioners, without alternative
accommodation, will  be
spared—temporarily.

The 13 buildings involv-
ed in the current tender are
occuipied only at the week-

ends and during holidays,

o _—— e — .

Mr G. HALL

but these will be followed
by 21 other houses used by
permanent tenants.

Typical of those affect-
ed is Mrs Barbara Parkes,
the mother of two
small children.

father and a $l-year-old-
built 55 years ago, the
first on the island.

In common with other

family held a permissive
lease  which

was temable from husband
to wife to son, In 1969
sons were excluded as
lessees. A few months
later all leases were can-
celled.

Said Mrs Parkes: “We
can't afford to get another
place, we've got no money
and nowhere to go. I've
been here since I was two
vears old. Coon Island is
my home."

A few doors up the
track- are the Halletts.
They have lived perman-
ently in their comfortable
waterfront cottage now
for the past 12 years, and
estimate it will cost them
$4,000 to move, including
the price of transporting
their modest home to a
new block at Swansea,

“We think it inevitable
that' these houses will be
demolished,” Mrs Joy
Hallett said. *So we are
taking the only way out
and are preparing to
rehabilitate ourselves
while still young enough.”

Her 18-year-old son,
Graeme Hallett, an Arts
student at the University
of Newcastle, is strongly
opposed to leaving. He
became actively involved
in the Coon Island Re-
prieve Committee, and is
itm: itsspo;ecmtary and
eading esman.

He claims the depart-
ment has no real reason to
clear the island. “They are
just moving us for the sake
of moving us. IU's a case
of creating hardship
where it is not necessary.

EXTERIOR, TEMPERS

P s ;?}«

Some of the threatened houses on Coon Island. -

The houses only occupy
an arca of 13 feet by 66
feet in one line along
the island. * That's certain-
Iy not stopping the public
from coming here.”

One of the oldest pro-

testors on Coon Island is.

pensioner Mr Bill Stand-
ing, a resident for 40
years and a former miner
and wunion leader. Al-
though his home is ome
that will remain, it was he
who organised = the Re-

“I don't like the
thought ‘of losing all my
friends,” he said. I don’t
like it at all.”

He pointed across a
brief area of back lawn to
a stone wall against which
an incoming tide Japped
quietly,

about this wall. . My
friends dnd neighbours
built it along this avenue
to keep back the water,”

he said, “Without this
wall the island would be
worn away. Who among
those remaining will be
sicong enough to con-
tinue maintenance?” he

met the Mmister for
Mr Lewis, but

found his "attitude uncom- . and
- promising.

“We medified our origi-
nal demands @nd asked
him not to take any action
against residents until we
old-timers were gome,” he
said. “We're all over 80
and havent that long to
live. But he furmed us
down fiat, reckoning
they'd find other reasons to
stay on."

A nporthern spokesman
for the Lands Department,
said there would be no
change . of - plans, “The
demolition - will continue
one way or another™

He said places like the

island were occupied when
it did not appear it would
be necessary to keep such
areas. “But mow all that
is changed, and the pres-
sure of wurban develop-
ment and population
growth makes such occu-
pancy untenable. The land
can be vsed later for park
a_recreation area,
with Lake Macguarie
Shire Council as guar-
di "

an.
Yesterday afternoon two

* sub-contractors broke into

several vacanf hounses on
Coon Island and started
moving out furniture in
preparation for full scale
demolition today. $

A Jarge group of police
and pensioners stood by
while the men worked.|

. The secretary of the New-|
“castle Trades Hall Coun-'

cil, Mr Wilson, has
promised to picket the is-
land to make sure the men
do not begin demolition.
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Island
homes
receive
reprieve

Thirty-four houses on
Coon Island, Lake Mac-
quarie received a temp-
orary reprieve from
demolition yesterday,
when a contractor pub-
licly announced that he
had abandoned the job.

The contractor, Mr Les
Jackson, of Kurri, averted
an angry confrontation
when he handed residents
of the island and picketing
Neweastle  trade-unionisis
a  statufory  declaration
promising he would not go
ahead with the work.

Six police, including the
officer-in-charge of the
north-eastern police  dis-
trict, Superintendent F.
Bradstreet, and three in-

- spectors, watched the pro-
ceedings.

The Lands Department
plans to clear the island of
all dwellings and to re-
serve the area as a public
recreation zone.

A departmental spokes-
man said Iater that the job

 was not going lo die.

"We will prokablv make
some further attempt to
carry oul the order,' 'he
said, ‘

Failing this, the depart- |
ment would approach the
Minister for Lands, Mr
Lewis, to reconsider the
issue.

The coltages on Coon

- Island, mostly weekenders,
were held by permissive
occupancy  leases  until
1970 when they were can-
celled and the occupants
given eviclion nolices.

: Only 10 old-age pensio-
ners will be allowed to re-
main.

| Last week the Lands

| Department let the demoli-

, tion contract, but a large

¢ mroup  of residents and
trade-union officials. carry-
ing nlucards, barred access
1o the island,

The project WAS
declured “black.”




ASK
ANY

INTERNATIONAL CASSETTE CLUB

1A

It you don't know one, ring ws and we'll glve
you over 1,000 members fo confact,

THEY WILL TELL YOU
ABOUT ALL THE BENEFITS
ASSOCIATED WITH BEING

A MEMBER OF I.C.C.

_BENEFITS LIKE —

s NO MEMBERSHIP JOINING FEE—
(Just your monthly Library rates)

% JUST BORROW—DON'T HAVE 10 BUY

v FREE CASSETTE PLAYER OF YOUR CHOICE—
(Car, Porlable or fape deck)

< FREE CASSETTE CARRYING CASE

s YOUR OWN PERSONAL LIBRARY WITH MORE
THAN 2000 CASSETTES T0 CHOOSE FROM—
(From pops fo classics)

c FREE CAR STICKERS

“c FREE PARKING FOR MEMBERS AT OUR CITY
"SOUND LOUNGE"

~b. ANEY CCULM NAVE A VLD
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T;icket
lines

save
nine

homes

NEWCASTLE, Tues.—A man

today repudioted his

confract to  demolish

nine houses at Coon [3- !

land, near Sansea.
His decision followed the

opposition of residents|

and unionisis,

People living in the
houses — on a permis-
glve occupancy basiz —
were given notice two
years ago by the Lands
Department.

Bome of the houses are
used as weekenders,

The department plans to
convert the area Into
parkland.

Resisted

The only residents
Cacn Islnnd who will be
nllowed to remain are
pensioners with no other
accommodalion,

Plcket lines last week re-
sisted o move to demol-
ish the houses,

the contractor
for the demeliticn
moved furniture from
some of the houses inlo
one bullding.

Today, loca] residents and
volunteers carried back
the furniture to the
clher houses,

Yesterday,

Pollce Superintendent F.
Bradstreet, and other
police slood by today
while opronents of the

demolition discussed|
with |

their  complainls
the conlraclor,

Unjon representatives will
allempt to  arrange &
conference  wilh

at

the

Lands Depailment,



Lake tourists
driven out by
‘squatters’

By DONNA GERSBACH, Lake Macquarie Reporter

ILLEGAL 'a-quattai‘s' at Coon Island have been accused of
turning an access road for a Swansea picnic spot into a speodway
which 18 driving tourists out of the area.

And Lake Macquarie City Coun-
cil has bee;yhlnmad for helping the
squatters regulu-l maintainin
the ‘speed track’. y :

The gravel road, which connects
Wall 8t with a plenic area on
the point and with Swansea Gar-

dens Tourist Park, was last up-
graded the week before the May
school holidays, creating feara for
the safety of holidaying families.

The mahager of the tourist par
Mr Max Gallard, has complain
that the council’s work has hin-
dered the operation of hia park,
while assisting the Coon Island real-
dents who contribute nothing to
council’s pevenue.

The council confirmed that only
five of the 20 residents had Land
Board approval, while the remain-
der were squatters who paid no
rates to council, but had water,
power and telephone laid on.

At the request of Mr Gallard,
ward aldermen vikited the area on
Wadneodageﬁo assess the problem,
which he believed could affect the
long-term development of tourism
in that part of Bwansea.

Area ruined by a
‘few locals’

The Issue is expected to come u
for discussion at next weok's cauncﬁ

meeting
+ Mr Gallard said it was unfortun-
ate that a ‘few locals’ were ruining »
beautiful area.

“Touriem is big money for Swan-
sea, and it is8 the ratepayers who
will lose out in the long run,' he

gaid.

Mr Gallard said some of the
Coon Island residents were causing
a major problem in the way they
drove past the park.

Unleas action waa taken to com-
bat the problem, he believed it
would be impossible to maintain
the current trend of increased park
patronage.

During the busy summer period
the council had done work on the
access road and the Coon laland
road, while the caravan park waa
full. Mr Gallard had tried unsuc-
cesafully to have the work stopped,
only to be confronted with a similar
problem this month.

With the achool holidays then
due to start, Mr Gallard said he
could only wonder at the timing of
the work.

On the other hand, the council
had assisted the squatters by recon-
structing a bridge to the island
which used to be a slow-down point
for them,

Mr Gallard ssaid it was the
younger residents of the area who
were uging the road as a spesdway
and driving at high speed around
the parking area at the point.

Unruly drinkers
disruptive
The problem occurred st all
hours of the day, but was particu-
larly prevelant at night, and the
noise disturbed people who used the
park,

, People using the park campin
area near the road were confront
with the added unpleasant problem
of dust clouds, which worsened each
time work was done on the unsealed

Further headaches were caused
during summer by Friday and
Saturday night drinking parties,
which resulted in piles a? rubbisgh,
broken glass around the swimming
area, and foul language which car-
ried clearly to the caravan park.

The only saviour during the
May holidaya waa the wet weather,
which at least eliminated the dusat
problem,

Mr Gallard said he did not know
what the final answer could be, but
he believed the problem might he

relieved by sealing the road, inatal-
ling nﬁaﬂy humpa and declaring a
speed limit of 40km/h.

Newea 5‘“9- .

Herald
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Lake takes
cautious
approach to
eviction

By DONNA GERSBACH, Lake Macquarie Reporter

PROPOSALS to evict

" road on an isolated stretc

uatters and close the access

of land at Swansea point

known as Coon Island remain in limbo, with Lake

Ma
to wi
the area.

The council has called for a
further report on ways to control or
femove the island's inhabitants and
will take no immediate action to
close the access road.

It was believed that a publie
outcry could result from the closure
of the road, which is used not only
by the island residents but by
«lgitora as an access to the
foreshore.

. Suggestions for the closure
hrought a strong reaction from
Swunsea  Advisory  Committee
which told the council it was quite
adamant that the vehicular access
should remain.

The council adopted this week a
‘motion by Ald Shields for the
tolneil to prepare a plan for the
:rcma road which would be put into
eifect when Coon Island was
‘dedicated as a reserve.

- Ald Shields said he believed the
«cpuncil would get a considerable
amount of flack if the road was
£losed now.

¢y Although a number of residents
mve legal occupancy of the inland
~girtll their death, plans to turn the
v&rda into a reserve date to,1968.
~*'~The homes occupied by the legal
Jreiidents will be demolished as they
‘4fpebme vacant, in preparation for
J¢€ ure BR A reserve.

* The remaining residents who
have no legal rights fear they will
he turned out with nowhere elke to

a.
The eouncil originally believed

the island was occupied by 20 reai-

.
-t

uarie City Council adopting a cautious approach
t has become a touchy issue with resiganta of

dents, of which five had legal
occupancy rights.

In an up-dated report this week
the council was advised that of 22
dwellings on the island eight had
rarm‘mwe occupancy with the
A4and Board.

The area was inspected last
week by ward aldermen, council
staff &nd representatives of
Swansea Advisory Committee after
complaints from Mr Rex Gallard,
the manager of the council’s
Swansea Gardens Tourist Park.

Humps, speed limit
approved

Mr Gallard told the council that
the un-named gravel road which
served the tourist park and joined
the Coon Island access road was
being used aR a speedway, which
wis damaging te tourism in the
ares.

The ecouncil hus agreed install
speed humpa on the section of rond

nenr the tourist park and limit the |/

speed to 10k/mh in an attempt to
overcome the apeeding problem,

A report on last week's
inapection of the area maid the
tourist park had the potential to he

one of the best drawcards to the |

City of Lake Macquarie.

I'he report continued that
cloging the access road to vchicles
would not deny public use. 1t would

be only a short walk from the ||

parking area to the water.




Any person who clalmg to
have authority to erect, main-
taln or uu‘“or clalms any

al
Interest in tructures ra-
farred i gc‘uedulc .,
horeundor. or any part o
ald structuras urlctod o
rown land baln ou'far‘.l
of Reserve nnzf lle
Rg;’rntifn. notifl th July,
%P wnniu. ar-
ish arah r‘
Nnrthumborllﬂd and
trict Nawcastie, Ity I.aue
Macquarie, known as Little
Coonle. wansea, Is hereby
required, pursuant to Section
254A (3) of the Crown Lands
co sol ntlon Act, 1813, to
ellver to th inlnor for
ands & :tltlmlnt In writing
slnncd I:y such person stating
lld' nr t that parson
ertc enll led to main-
taln or ule he structures re-
ftrrtd tou’n s:n ule (1) or
‘ urucl:uru
¥y what authurlw that per-
son tialms any Interest in the
structures r-hrrid to In
Sthcdnln (1) or any part !
the structures. NOTE:
513 flect of Sectlon
AA ( Br s that nnv erson
who, within one mont nl’m
publication of the above no-
tice, falls to dtilnr the state.
munt referred to ?hore n to
Mlniitar. shall have no
:ln m ng nst the Minister, o
any other person‘removin
the structures referred to In
S:hndul- (1) or any part of
he sald structures, or the
:on nnu hereof under the
sectiol e address for the
r unmcnt Is: The Mlnlsgcr for

Lands, 2 8 treet,
633, 031 Undar Sec:

ivdn?ﬂ ) e "M.i;ls::r

may r I:D e any court o

:omp-tent Jurédlulon. éu-
penies Incurre he re-
moval, d :Iruction. ul- or
torage o g z:ralc!ures re-
erred to in Sc ule (1) or
any part of the sald structure
or the contents thereof.
SCHEDULE (1) (a) On the
land described as Block 28
Little Coonle on the Lands
Dlplrtmm!i_;pllﬂ M 353 sign-
gosu as lace and
[known as Mo 16 Littie Coonle
,adllcent to the Council Car
P A weatherboard cot-
srt on concrete piers with
vanised Iron roof; low
ston e shed 4.2m x 2m ad-
acent to rear; fibro tollet
1.2m x_1.1m; concrete slab
5mx 2 Tm and concrbte path
7.4m g .9m. (b) On the land
escribed as Blaek 31, Little
oonle on the Lnnds Depart-
ment lan MD known as
Little Coonln begin-
nln? 12 metres north of that
s lga slgnnnsted as Gray's
ace! weatherboard and

plers with galvanised Iron
rool‘ nllv nised iron tollet
1o m; 15m long clo-
thes Ilna unenclosed by fenc-
ln ; 51m pll!n’g tlntlnevlnd

m assorted fencin
K V.’ Director of Crown

s/ 3

nsbeslm cottage on concrete |
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By Anne Lee

. THE last few remaining unauthorised .residents of Coon
: Island are being asked to relocate by the Department of
- Lands - and the dwellings demolished, :

Department of Lands regional manager John Osborne told the Gazette that of
the eight dwellings remaining on the island, only four contained authorised

residents,

"“These authorised peo-
ple will not be moved, but
as they pass on or leave of
their own accord, the
dwellings will be de-
molished,’ said Mr
Osborne,

He said the authorised
residents had “permissive
occupancy” and were
paying rents and council
rates, while the unautho-
rised residents were
paying nothing.

i Unauthorised

i “At one stage there

- were 65-70 dwellings
occupied by unauthorised
EeOple.' said Mr

sborne,

‘ “As one group of peo-
ple moved out, others

* moved in," he said.

Mr Osborne said the
land was Crown Land ear- -
marked for public recrea-
tion, s

T  When all dwellings are

B ——————

(0 OME of the old houses on Coon [sland which is to be demalished.
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By a Staff Reporter
Depression hangs
heavily over Coon
Island. It's not the fact
that the 34 shabby,
clapboard cottages on
the four-acre tidal island
18 miles south of New-
castle are survivals of
the depression years.

It's the fact that the col-
tages, which line the fore-
shore of Swansea Channel,
are doomed to make way
for a recreation area.

The residents cast the
Lands Department, which
has resumed the land, as
the villain of the piece, as
one resident, Mrs Ella Jen-
kins, explained: *There
could be a knock on the
door this minute from a
driver with a bulldozer
waiting out front.

“The department is just
playing a waiting game,
It's 18 months since the
people here got scared and
started to leave. They felt
they were breaking the law

“Once a house looks
abandoned, the vandals
come along and break
everything. There's noth-
ing we can do about it,
becauss the police say a
complaint must be lncr;cd
by the department, not the
residents.”

The residents claim that
the department also knows
that, with the houses in a
derelict condition, they
would not be able to rally
support for their cause
from unionists, politicians
or the public, It was only
this support, especially
that ef the Newcastle
Trades Hall, which
stopped the department
from demolishing the
houses 18 months age.

The department, on the
olther hand, argues the
land is needed for recre-
ation. Lake Macquarie
Shire Council will be given
the trusteeship of the land
to develop it as a caravan

nark  lokssida waelr aad

Mr Hallet and Mrs Jenkins on Coon

WAITING FOR BULLDOZER DRIVER'S KNOCK

Island,

Coon Island’s
outlook one of

unrelieved gloom

On the beaten track

and

"Vandals go u
down on motor cycles and
in cars all the time,” she
said,

“One
down from Charlestown

woman came

on a Sunday and spent the
day cleaning up her cot-
tage, When she returned
next afternoon every win-
dow had been broken.”

Mrs Jenkins, 56, and
her hustand, Trevor, a
Water Board meter
mechanic and president of
the Coon Island Reprieve
Commitize, spend seven
months of the year on the|
island. They return to
their outer Newcastle
suburban home at West
Wallsend when the cold
creeps in between the
cracks in the old weath-
erboard cottage.

Now, as Mr Graeme
Hallet, the reprieve com-
mittee’s 20-year-old secre-
tary, said: “It's only a
matter of time."

homes or passing them on
to friends of relatives. Mr
Hallet says they hve been
determined 1o stay be-
cause, “let's face it, where
else can you build right on
to a deep channel and in
these conditions?”

There was no need for
him to explain the condi-
tions he had in mind, Hav-
ing driven down from
sweltering Newcastle with
sweat pouring from me, I
understood.

The nor'-casterly breeze
coming from the water
was instant relief. The
tiny, swaying boats
moored along the bank
and the pelicans swimming
along the channel relaxed
the tension built up in the
Pacific Highway traffic. A
fisherman proudly dis-
played his 121b catch,

It was the atmosphere
of not knowing when they
were going to be moved
that made Mr Hallet and
his parents, move their 13-

year-old fibro cottage half
2 mile to Swansea flats,
The new block of land
cost them $6,000 and the
moving $1,800.

Mr Hallet is a trainee
teacher but almost all the
residents worked at Cess-
nock mine. They fre-
quented the island not
only because of ils attrac-
tions, but because it was
accessible for their three-
week annual holiday.

The residents include
M1 Thomas Turnock, 87,
& retired, underground-

mine manager, who began
visiting the island 50 years
ago with his wife Ella, 85,
One of the island's oldest

residents, he said: I
retired here because |
liked catching fish. 1

thought it would be a nice
way to spend the rest of |
my life.”

His wife interrupted:
“But now, I guess, we'll
spend the rest of our lives
in a nursing home."”



By a Staff Reporier

Depression hangs

! heavily over Coon
Island. It's not the fact
that the 34 shabby,

clapboard cottages on
the four-acre tidal island
18 miles south of New-
castle are survivals of
the depression years.

It's the fact that the col-
tages, which line the fore-
shore of Swansea Channel,
are doomed to make way
for a recreation area.

The residents cast the
Lands Department, which
has resumed the land, as
the villain of the piece, as
one resident, Mrs Ella Jen-
kins, explained: “There
could be a knock on the
door this minute from a
driver with a bulldozer
waiting out front.

“The department is just
playing a waiting game,
It's 18 months since the
people here got scared and
started to leave. They felt
they were breaking the law

“Once a house looks
abandoned, the vandals
come along and break
everything. There's noth-
ing we can do about it,
because the police say a
complaint must be lodged
by department, not the
residents.”

The residents claim that
the department also knows
that, with the houses in a
derelict condition, they
would not be able 1o rally
support for their cause
from unionists, politicians
or the public. It was only
this support, especially
that  of the
Trades t.hHiﬂ::‘. !

ped e department
m demolishing  the
houses 18 months ago.

The department, on the
other hand, argues the
land is needed for recre-
ation. Lake Macquarie
Shire Council will be given
the trusteeship of the land
to develop it as a caravan

lakeside and

thing and boat-launch-
ing areas, s

residets pay the

department $6 & year
Wgan thelr battle whhnllllb
department reached its cli-
max in July, 1972, the
residents barricaded the
island's one road, which is
tholed and unsealed,
en the. demolition con-
tractor afrived to begi
work he found the ratt
which

wooden  bridge, |

links the to
ke o
'8 Car.

Eventually the Minister
for Lands, Mr [Lewis,
umdt that the lgid‘pe;
manent pensioner residen
woul?l‘bu Issued with new

leases so could stay

.on the island until they

died. He had revoked ths
i other residents’ permissive-

Id
'wth‘:“m tohmtlmn Wﬂl:z on
the island alone.

Mrs Jenkins described

Coon Island’s
outlook one of
unrelieved gloom

On the beaten track

*Vandals go
down on motor cycles and
;u:] dca.ru all the time," she

up and

“One woman came
dewn from Charlestown
on a Sunday and spent the
day cleaning up her col-
tage. When she returned
next afternoon every win-
dow had been broken."”

Mrs Jenkins, 56, and
her husbtand, Trevor, =z
Water Board meter
mechanic and president of
the Coon Island Reprieve
Commitice, spend seven
months of tha year on the/
island. They return to
their outer Newcastle
suburban home at West
Wallsend when the cold
cree in between the
cracks in the old weath-
erboard cottage.

Now, as Mr Graeme
Hallet, the reprieve com-
mittes's %O-ye?r-old nslecre-
tary, said: “It's a
matter of time.” -ReN

It's hard to believe these
are the words of the sam
young man who once |
lhgo mfcéenﬁm m
who took a s
* Government,
even though he way think-
ing of sesking Liberal
P endorsement 28 &
l'ct;dlw&-'(l the last State
clection. (He won pre-sé-
lection ‘but was defeated
by 2,000 votes), :

“T'simply didn'f ag
with Mr * Mr
et said. “I couldn't see
any point of moving the
residents until all the per-'
manent  pensioners had
d!d.n 3 $

Mr Lewis's argument
was that the residents
would find another excuse
to stay. on after the pen-
sioners died. A

People. flocked to the
island in the depression’
years because of its natu-
ral attributes, including sn'|
abundance of fish, prawns
and crabs. To help them
through the hard times,

the ds | r t
granted them  permissive-
occupancy. tenancies, -

The people  stayed,

many using the cottages

homes or passing them on
to friends of relatives. Mr
Hallet says they hve been
determined o stay be-
cause, “let's face it, where
else can you build right on
to a deep channel and in
these conditions?”

There waz no need for

him to explain the condi-
tions he had in mind, Hav-
ing driven down from
sweltering Newcastle with
sweal pouring from me, I
u tood.
The nor'-easterly breeze
cominr from the water
was instant relief. The
tiny, swaying boats
moored along the bank
and the pelicans swimming
along the channel relaxed
the tension built up in the
Pacific Highway traffic. A
fisherman proudly dis-
played his 121b catch.

It was the atmosphere
of not knowing when they
were going to be moved
that made Mr Hallet and
his parents, move their 13-

year-old fibro cottage half |
a mile to Swansea flats,
The new block of land
cost them $6,000 and the
moving $1,800.

Mr Hallet is a trainee
teacher but almost all the
residents worked at Cess-
nock mine. They fre-
quented the island not
only because of its attrac-
tions, but because it was
accessible for their three-
week annual holiday.

The residents include
M1 Thomas Turnock, 87,
& retired, underground-
mine manager, who began
visiting the island 50 years
ago with his wife Ella, 85.
One of the island's oldest

residents, he said: "I
retired here because [
liked catching fish, [

thought it would be a nice
way to spend the rest of !
my life.”

His wife interrupted:
“But now, I guess, we'll
spend the rest of our lives
in a nursing home.”
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"PLACARDS WAVE AS
CAR BLOCKS WAY

A e ——— e
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=3:= COON ISLAND STOPS
cated teir ome e vty IIEMOLISHER

and with placards, angry words
and the help of trade unionists won
-another round in the fight against
a demolition order on their homes.

ing to stay vary. Some|and transfers bad beer
claim that if they can be|granied without hint of evic-
assured of the island being|tion in the past five years,
properly kept for public use | he said.

they will happily leave.| Since they were given
They point to adjacent|notice the residents have

|
The Lands Department contracted to




[t}

s wa

demuolished.

It says the land is needed for open
space. Despite numerous protests, work was
to have begun yesterday.

Early yesterday morning
residents parked a car
across the wack that winds

“|past the 34 small cottages
and waited for the demoii-|

tion contractor and Lands)
Department  representative
o arrive.

With them waited the
Secretary . of Newcastle
Trades Hall Council (Mr
Wilson) and several other
union representatives,

Barricade

Soon  afterwards, the
contractor, Mr Johnson,
and Mr Redman, a Lands
Department inspector, drove
up to the barricade. The
residents waved their pla-
cards, while several spokes-
men conferred with the
contractor and Mr Redman.

They explained the aifi-
tude of occupants of the
first nine houses scheduled
for demolition and told

them the job was “black.”

After about half an hour,
the contractor and Mr Red-
man left for a conference.

In his absence Mr
('Beirne, Northern Organ-
iser for the Builders' Lab-
orers’ Union, said his union
would strike if one mnail
were pulled from the houses,

“If they come back to
start and won't listen to
reason, we will call men in
lo act as vigilantes and
turn over any equipment
the coamtractor lries to bring
m.H
Mr Johnson returned an

hour later and said he was |

not going on with the job.
He tore up a document he
claimed was the contract.

The residents and help-
ers removed the barricades
and dispersed.

Later a Lands Depart-
ment spokesman said the
work would starl today.

“We have a contract with

the demolisher and he will
start in the moming. The
resumplion of the land is
in accordance with depart-
ment policy to provide open
space areas. Places like the
island were-occupied when
it did not appear it would|
be necessary to keep such|
areas. But the préssure of
urban development and
population growth ~have
made such occupancy un-

tenable. The land can be|,

used later for park and re-
creational purposes  with
Lake Macguarie Shire
Council as guardian,

Accommodation

At present all on the
island, except 10 pension-
ers with no alternauve ac-
commaodation, have receiv-
ed eviction notices.

The present demolition
contract is for the mine
most  mortherly  cotiages.
They were built about 40
years ago and were used
for holiday and weekend
purposes. The present occu-
panis have been paying
about $55 a year in coun-
cil and land rates.

Their reasons for wml-k

and covered with litter.
“You could prenic by the

not even get to it because of

State Government and local
bodies.
ranging from

People
| Trades Hall officials and

Northern parbamentarians
to Swansea Liberal Party
branch and 2 former presi-
dent of Lake Macquarie
Shire, Cr K. Semith, have
expressed sopport for the
islanders' stand.

A deputation of Coon
Minister for Lands (Mr
Lewis) about & year ago. -

“We pot asbsolutely no-
where, Mr Lewis said if
we made 100 much of a fuss
the pensiopers would go,
too. Bot we will make a
fuss and we will stay,” Mr
Graham Hallet, who led the
deputation, said yesterday.






