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History records the Great Depression as beginning in L122% and
gnding in the late 1230's. howeaver for many Mewcastle people the
Great Depression began well before the 1930°'s and lasted a very
long time. RBecause Newcastle's economy was dominated by the coal -
steel industries its workforoe experienced the intermittent
unemployment which characterised thege industries throughout the
19205, During these vears many men and women had suffered a
precariows sconomic existence, before they had to face the crisis
of the sarly 192320°'s. Then, although the heavy industries made a
remarkably gquick recovery, the workforce did not, and poverty and
unamplmyment was still prevalent in Newcastle well into the
1940 g,

During the decade of depression many relief prganisations and
unemployment relist works were organised by local and state
gevernments to help alleviate the depressed situation in which the
majority of the population of Mewcastle {found themselves. The
newcastle and Northumberland Benevolent Society was one example.
This society had been active since 1884 and aimed to relieve the
destitute poor and sick. This society offered “indoor® relief in

¢

an asylum and ‘outdoor’ relief in the form of clothing and money
for meals and beds, (1) In 1922 the socliebty was “"able to saome
ertent to lessen the distress that was so widespread in the
district", distributing 1,266 pounds in relietf, (2) The Federated
Spciety of Boidlermakers, Iron Shipbuilders and Structural Iron and
Steel Workers of Australia was well represented in Newcastle and

maintained an Unemploved Distress Relief Fund. (3) These two

orgdanisations were sorely tried during the 1220°s by the enormous

(1) 8. bray, Newcastle in the Great Depression, Mewcastle, p.l4
(2) Ihid.
(3) Ibid.

Faoe 2



tide of demands on their funds, to the point where in 19829 the
Neweastle and Northumberland benevolent Bociety was taken over by
the Hospital Commission of N.S.W. The Federated Society of
Boilermakers, Iron Shipbuilders and Structional Iron and Steel
Workers of Australia’'s relief fund by 19229 could only ofter small
irpegul ar payments to thedlr members. (4) Thus all sectors were
teeling the pressure of unemployment, narrewing resources and the
downturn of the economy.

Local government aid to destitute children is shown in this
extract from the Newcastle Morning Herald dated January lst 1932,
"on the last day of 1231 the Lady Mavoress, Mrsc 4. Farker
raquested: Newcastle Relief Depot distribute liberal slices of
Christmas pudding to over one hundeed of the poor children of
Newcastle. The Z0lb puddings were made by a farmer army cook.
These children would otherwise have had little opportunity to
enjoy this usual christmas dish". (3) The Newcastle Branch of the
Australian Labouwr Farty on Januasy 6th, 1932 organised a
"Christmas chesr Benefit!" for the children of ite unemployved
members "it was a great success".: (&) On the &th January, 1233 the
Maitland Relief Commities organized a clothing distribution amorng
the needy, "The relief commitltes secretary reported that boxes of
Military clothing had been distributed to necessitous cases: 20
pairs of boots and 4 overcoats have been distributed by the
committee. Items remaining are: 11 tunics, B hats, T pairs of
bresches all of which have been held in hand until fuebher
necessitous cases werse investigated". (7) Boxing contests were also
(4) lbid. p 15
(8) Newtastle Morning Herald, Ist January, 1932,

(6) Ibi

i s

« AN daniiarEss Lok

(7) Ibid. &th January, 1933,
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organisead by the Maitland relied Commitites as a fund raising
vanture and at the same time served as a reasonably priced
entertainment.

Many public works were undertaken by the Unemployed Relief
Council. These works were made possible by grants from the State
Bovernment. I the N,M,H, January &th, 19233 "The Minister for
Labour and Industry told the Unemploved Relisef Council, yesterday
that 3,766,373 pounds hatl been made available {for unemployment in
M. &8s W the amount was to be distributed by the Water Board,
Couwncils, Public Works and Education'. (8) In the Newcastle region
the public works made available by the grant included the
Chichester Pipeline duplication from Chichester Dam to Newcastle,
Walls=end and Cessnock drainage, Cessnock baths, deainage and river
improvements at Maitland., Many men from the NMewcastle area also
worked on the road which was built at this time from the Northern
Tablelands highway to the coast, from Tamworth to Fort Macguarie.
On 30th June, 1933 a census was taken, it showed nearly %8% of the
cities male workforce was either unemployved or partly employed,
The depression left no part of life untouched. (9)

Throughout Newcastle as a result of the depressiaon distress,
makeshift howsing sprang up, and in some cases this housing lasted
well into the 1960°s. The State government was slow to take up the
responsibility for food relief for the unemployved and it virtually
refused to help with shelter. Whether they liked it or not, the
Newcastle Councils became involved with the problem of depression
housing. The usual pattern for the homeless unemploved was to
poccwpy an area of Crown or other public land and to erect some
kind of dwelling on it. Feople lived in these rent free or paid a
(8) Ibid,

(9) J.C. Docherty,Newcastle The Mabking of an_Australian City,
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Sydney, 1983, p 151,
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nominal rental to the Lands Department for ‘Permissive
Jccupancy . (10 Uremployment camps as they were known, existed at
Adamstown, Clyde Btreet, Merewsether, Flatts Estate, Flatts
Channel, Steockton, Wallsend (known as Hellywood), Birmingham
Fardens, R.8.L. Diggers at Farry Street, Mayfield West, Nobbys and
Shortland. (11) The shacks or humpies in which the camp dwellers
lived were made of any material available: canvas, corn bags,
kerosene tins, old timber or- freshly cubt bush logs, old tramcars,
cahins of disused cranes, large pipes or tanks, (132) in fact
anything which cowuld be made into a shelter. One shelter at the
Mayfielid West Unemployed Camp consisted of a humpy gouged into the
side of a sleping hill. It had & hard ground floor with guttering
made to catch precious rain water in an asssmbly of drums. The
beds consisted of bunks of bush timber, separated from the sarthen
wall by shests of tin and corn bags opened out to make a sturdy
lining. "Mot as pretty as wall-paper but a great draught

stopper'". (13) At RPlatts Channel Camp, on the river bank, houses
were built on stilts and jubted oub across the mud. The people
gained access by packed earth tracks between the houses and the
bank, At high tide water elapped under these houses. Sanitary
arrangsments were simple: Beneath the wooden tollet seat a hole in
the floor facilitated the passage of wastes into the river where

the current carried it away. Dangerous to health, but in those

discharge. (14) Tips and dumps in and around Newoastle were

scavenged by the unemployed for materials to build and improve
(10) Bray, Newcastle in
(117 L. Fox ted), Depression Down Undew, Bvdney, 1977. p%2.
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(12) Gray, Newcastle in..., pi7.

(13) Fox (ed), Depression

(14) Ibid. p85.
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their dwellings. National Parks sports ground was at first a tip
where people collected copper, brass, bones, tins, bottles and
Fags. "the police regarded ws as criminals but we bad to
Live", (15

The Carrington reserve camp was popularly knhown as Texas,
apparently because it was originally an area on which people ran
horses. One man moved into Texas in 1930, after he had lost his
job as an dronworker at the B.H.F., and stayed there, until he
moved into St. Joseph ‘s Homs for the Aged in 19286, (16) Carrington
was an area of high unemployment and low incomes and the council
was sympakthetic towards the people living in Texas. The council
attended to their water supply and resisted the Land Department’s
attempts to remove the camp. Hollywood camp situated betwesn
Wallsend and Lambton, did not receive such understanding
treatment. This area had been used for camping since at least
1220, and as late as 19248 residents weres still carrying water lLong
distances in kerosene tinsy neither Wallsend or Lambton Council
being prepared to actept responsibility for the well being of the
camp peopla. (17) Nebhby's camp situated on a patch of beach known
as Horseshoe Beach came into sxistence as a result of S5tate and
Commonweal th Bovernment assistance. In mid 1930 there were at
least 170 men camped around Newcastle beaches and because the
NMewcastle council was not prepared to look after the men, outside
intervention was necessitated. The Federal Government supplied
thirty tents and sufficient dixies for 120 meni the State
Fovernment was b subsidiss the council to cover the wages of &
caretaker for three months. Thus Nobby's camp came into being and
(15) Ibid. pBée.
(16} Bray, Newcastle ifw.., pld.

e v .

(17) 1bid.
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under the appalled sves of many Newcastle residents soon becams a
regular part of the NMewcastle scene. (18) Nobby's camp was
disbanded in 1237, a few people were nelped by the Unemployed
Housing Trust, but the majority of its pocupants went onto Flatt's
Eatate in Waratah, and some of the dwellings used then, were still
in dispute in the 1230°'s, (19

The Breat Depression in Newcastle for the great majority of
the Cit1§5 popul ation can find its origins in the 1922/23
Fecession. From thise point onwards wunemploymnent was a way of life
for many. The unemploaved campsipergiaﬁmnc@ indicates both the
length of the depression experisnce in the region and the
inability of the Newcastle City Council to take decisive steps to
hMouse their disadvantaged. The many relief organisations and
committees ohly minimally eased the unemploved persmﬁs Lot
Newcastlie was a place where hardship had long existed, and "making

do and lasting out" had become a way of life.

(18) Ibid.

(180 Thad, pEesS
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Mrs Eathieen Jdones was horn 1o Petersham, Svdnsy in
1909, 8ix vears later she moved to Newcastle wheres she has
been a resident ever since. The esarly part of Mrs Jones’ lifa
is net covered in this inbecview, the main theme being, Mea
Jones " 1d4+e atter her marrclage, amnd her pefories of el lite
in tha Depression years &8s a woman, wWite, mother and
homemake .

Dur i ng purjinterview Mrs Jones vividly recalis her
memnories of this difficult period of her lite, but as the
interviaew progresses she displays a feeling of resolve at hew
situation. The close family ties and sharing of necessities
ssem to bond the "Jonesn" family together.

As was the case of so many marrisd couples in those
times. Mrs Jones’ husband, Bill, was unemplilaoved, as she
grated “righlt from bthHe start', He deiped the dally peocession
aof the hundreds of men going to the steslworks to ssz=2 1 f fthey
might get a days work, in most casses o po avall, Mrs Jonga
recalled how for the dnemployed there was no money available
as social security, the goverpment would give thégﬁ famd |l es
‘tickets’ to buy groceries and other basic necessities,

The owning of & house for the vast majority of workind
clase people in the periocd of Depression was an impoessible
dream. Mre Jones states that most people were renting their
houses at this time, her +tirst house was rented for 9
shillings & week, Even though some houses were reasonably
oriced the majority ot people could not afford the deposit.
The rented houses wers moderately furnished as epflected the
financial situstion of the residents.

Mre Jones recalles the different things men would do to

earn mengy. Selling clothes props for clothes lineEs, rabbiil
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rabhit Brapping, and selling collected bottles., She states
"everybody was trying all sorts of things to get a few bobk',

Entertai nmeant consistad oFf going to the theatire ah
Tighes Hill,; the cost being threepence in the atternoon and a
shillling at might. Vawdeville acts at the Victoria Theabre in
Mewcastle were also popular, and not supensive. Mre Jones’
sisher, she Fstalls, often gave the %amily morney te dgo o bhe
pictures, while she minded the children. Her sister belng
enployed as a bar maid and thereforg having some noney,
helped those members of her family in need.

Bupsgrmarkets as we koow them today did not exist., There
were big grocery shops, however the littie corner shep
serviced the pneeds of the neighbouwrheood. Bakers came araund
the neighbourhood, as well as milkmen filling Jjugs at
threspence a pint. To supplement the %amilgﬁa gl et many
houssholds grew thellr swn vegetables orF kept chickens in
th@ir back yards, Mrs Jones was no edception to this
practice. she states., "tomatoss being Her hu&bamd; graealt
suCceEss in hhe gardsn'.

A11 through the ipterview the tinancial =ituwation of all
the community showed through. A more basitc life style Seemec)
to exist, an aceeptance by Mre Jaones of her situation and her
%amili*@ sibuation ls evidepnt, Mra Jongs recalls bhe alvenl
photographers another example of men trying te sarn a living.

For those people unlicky snough to have no howsinog, the
situation was extremely difficults Mrs Jones recalls, the
Hain pits! st Btockton being used for housing. The Litkle
huts bullt along the Hunter River near Hexham, and a&lso a
afanty town near Jesmond named Hol lywood. Thess peosle wepe

legs fortunate Lthan Mrs Jones {for as she atates "my falabives
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Boln Frice:

Eath Jones)
Bobh Price:s
Hath Jdoness

Hobh FPrice:

kath Jones:

Bob Price:
lath Frices:
Bob FPrices

kath Janes:

Bob Frices:

Eath Jdoness

Boo Frices
Eath Jonest
Bob Prdce:

Hath Jones:

1'm interviewing Mrs Kabth Jones., resident of Mavfield East,

an ner thoughts of the depredssion vears, as a wite, housewite

angd mothetr. F-s Jones, wecse youw borm in Newcastle?
MNepy Bydney in a place called Peltershan.
And what yeapr was that?

1209 (Nineteen hundread and nine) .

md when did yeu move ta Newcastle

We left Sydney when [ was six yvears old and came to live
NMewcastle in Maytield.

You moved straight to Maytisald?

Yas.,

Wnere abouts in Mayfield did you move to?

A little a..ac.little strest called street Littlie George
Slreet near Dangar Hark.

Ard

when did yvou move to GBormrick Stresec?

Oh well, we stayed in..stayed in Mayfield for & good while
and then we shitted to Stoackton and from there I got marcied,
and when 1 got married we came back to Mayfield,

What yvear wars vou oarrigd?

1948,

And that was the start of the depression yvears far youw?

Yes, ['d say it was, about the start. Yes and when [«ar-when
I was..everyone starting o get out of work and you couldnf
get anything going. Chap that I married, Bill Jones, he was a
M Koops +eom

baker, and the baker that employved him, &

Mayfield, he couldn't afford to pay his wages so heg zald he
was gohng get his naphew to work for him casuse he'd take less
wages, =0 he put my husband Bill off, and he was out of wa b

righnt from the start. We went to live with hiz sister betanse

we hadn 't anywhere to live and he ussed to, .8, .g0 to the
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Bob FPlrice:
Bath Jones:

Bob Frioced

Fath

OGS

sbteslworks with other men every morning, and 44 your fams wWas
called out, vou might get a day’'s work, amd i+ 44 wasn 'ty
wall vou just went home and cams bthe next day.

At those times, Mrse Jones, wWas there any sooclial sscuarity or
dole as there iz teday for unsmploved peopla?

Thers nothing like there is today. you never, at any time got
any money given to you. You used to get a tickeb-ar-maybe far
groceries, 1t might include meat but I forget that but
anvthing yow got oh that ticket, yvou had to get all at ohdey
vouw couwldadn’t like leave some of it till, for ancther weel you
had to take it all at the one time, which meant that by the
end of the ti..the~<the week or forimight or whatever i1t was
pveryihing wouwld be stale, and wm, LFf vouw never had aneugh
clothes, there was places in Town where yvou could gay, run by
the government, you could get shoes, and i€ you were having a
baby, yYou got what they call a Iayette; for nothing, <from the
government and that consisted of Jjust the bare essentials to
have the baby a dozen nappies, thres little night dresses,
thiree singlets, and that's about all..a bonnet and shawl,
that ‘s right,

You said vouw were Living with some relations when you were
first in Mayfield, did you posl the resources, those tickets
vou were talking about, did vou share them together?

Yes, ves, wae ah..they used to, they were out of work teoo and
they used to put theirs with ours and we'd do the best that
we could., Wasn‘t much thance of getting any help. My..my
mother, her husband, my stepfather, he Was a coal Trimmer,
Bul he was oub of work, but he Had & bit of money in the
banky and they could get..they could get money and when

they. «when they told them that when the strilke was over,
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Bob Price:

Fath Jones:

Hob Frice:

FKath Jones:

Baob Price:

kath Jones:

Bobh Frices

whakever they 'd..the government had given, given them,; they
wolld have to repay ity bedcause the banks were closed so you
couldn’t just draw your mongy oult, so when the, when the
things aot better, and , m..Feter, my stepfather went back to
work, ah he ah had to pay Ghe mongy back and everyvone around
where they lived at Stocktoh, becausg they didn’'t have any
meney in the bank, noneg of them had teo pay Lt badik, Uhey was
just allowed to have i1t. It was another case of thosze that
waste thelr money atways get on the best.

This strike vou were talking about, what year did that stgrs?
Was it a very long strike?

I thinky I really think that it started in 1927 because mum
used to talk about lt. That’'s what I think, I think it really
started in about 1927, A few years 1t was, altpagetheEr. The
EaHeBe were ih L4 too.

Mire Jones, yvol mentioned the government giving youw a layvelbbe
I think yvou said; for the childran.

For one bhaby. The baby that was due, and..

And yvau had ehiideen durlng the depression years?

One more. The first girl was born in 1929 and then the next
one was..and we had a real bad struggle all that time. So did
gveryone elee, and when 1 had the next ehild it was in 1934,
and by then,y just abouwt then my husband had got a job at the
steslworks. You worked one week and had one wesk oft, and
wWe. . We were a good bit better off. As was everyoneg, bub
because, you knaow, you never had anvibings; vouw really nesded
gverything to start off again. But we sort of managed firom
then, better, it wasn 't over but it was..um..better than it
Wy

With your firet child, did yvou go to the hospital to have the
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Baby?

Hath Jones: Na, I had the baby at hame, In those days, most people had
the babies at homg. There w..thers was a couple of private
haospitals, one down May%iald, twe down Mayvfield; and a Lot of
people used to go there, but the biggest majority of women
had their babies abt home, and the ﬁamtmr'wmuld aereratly be
there at the birth. And, wer...then yvou'd.  the midwife, and the
midwite, vou'd send for the midwife +first, and she was a
purse too, I suppose, and uh, than when the doctor came that
was the finish of him and the nuwrse came every day for nine
days, and youw stayved in bed for nine days in those days, and
vou goet wup on the tenth day and that was the end, the nuwrse
never came any more bult youw had to take the baby down to Lhe
doctor's swogery when you were able., to gelt a chech over.

Bob Prices Mrg Jones, these days when people bhave bables they have
dozens of nappies, baby clothes, all those things prepared.

Kath Jones: Yes, that's right, that's the way it ig now. BUt people in
the, in the days of the depression they would..a lot of them
cowldn 't believe the way things are now. Nearly everyons has
a job and nearly evervone has plenty of..plenty of time Lo
get all the baby’'s clothes together and most people, well &
don 't know anyoneg that hed them at home, just occasionally
you hear of it. Most people go into one of the big hespikals,
whare they have a maternity secltien.

Bob Pricer Mre Jones, when youw moved into Gorrlck strest, did yvou bBuy
the house or were vou renting?

Kath Jonest No we were renting the house. It was & very small one. We
never had muach furniture at that times It was a very small
house and we rented it for 2 shillings a wagk, ang we stayved

there in thalt place for abowt-oh—=till the eldest girl was

i

o
[ =

Hane



Bob Mrice:

Eath Jones:

Eob Frices

rath Jonest

abouwk L&, and then a lady across the road, that owned this
fouse that we're living in now, she..we were both renting at
that time, and she changed houses. She..wsall we gob the
bigyger one, and she toek the little oney, and then as time
went ony we had the opportuniby to pay a deposit and we got &
loan through the building society to pay the house oft.
Puring those depression years did many pepple own Lhedr own
homes, or were nast psople renting?

Most people wekFe renting, amd i+ vou..we had a couple of
chances, One good chance was i4..if yvou had 50 pounds, you
could put it on this house that was théwe, You could puk the
50 pounds on and they were gonna sell it for 500 pounds, pulb
the 50 pounds down and pay & pound a weesk. We couldn't get
the 52 pounds from anvehere. None of us had 1t. 26 we
couldn’t get that one. But, no, most people were renting
houwses. They were pretty hard te get, but more plentiful than
they are now.

The house you moved inteo in Borrick strest, to rent, was that
a fully furnished hoyse, br did you have Lo furnish it
voursel £7

Well we lived..we shifted from the little one across the
Foad, we had that furnished, but only in & very moderate way.
It had..it only had one bedroom and a sort of a dining room
and a little kitchens When we moved over to the other one,
that was bigger, and we gradually gobt extra bitg of
furniture, Some people, as they got work, 1ot of ouy
relations, they used to get things on time payvment, but I
wouwld never do that because 1 was always oo short of money,
and I thought something might bappen and yvouw wowldn't be aphle

to pay 1ty so we never got very much until later.



Bob Fricz: Yoo mentioned the little howse across the road from the ane
vouwre living in now. What yvear did you move iloto that housa?

Kath Jones: Oh, about, abput 19, .about 1920, it would be.

Hob Frice: Yeahy well that's more or less the depression years.

ftath Jones: Oh yes it's still the depregsion but it was starting Lo
improve, but net very much, there were still hundreds out of
work, and men used to do all sorts of things. They
Wawthey...in those days if..anyone that had & horsa and cart
or couwld get a loan of one, they'd go out in the bush and
Eu. «and cut treses down and sell the..make the branches into
Glinthes propsy and they'd come round singing out Yolobhas
props, p..clothes props, 2 and & eaech," and that's
What«that's how they made a living and some meEn ‘'d go
rab..rabbit trappingy and they'd come round and sell rabbite.
Pretty cheap. Sixpence gach they wera. fnd also, peop..man
eed o come round selling bottles. Nef selling botoles,
collecting bottles. A ha'penny sach they'd give vou, or else
& lolly stick. Was all sorts, evervbody was frying all sorts
of things Lo get a few baob,

Bob Pricer; During the 30's,; early 30's, what sort of things did youw do
for entertalnment? When vou..you would have bBeen.s.had young
childiren, and newly married.. —

Kath Jdones: Yes, that's right. I dom't.+I can’t just put me finger on
when wirelesses came in, but the main thing vou used to do Lf
you had. if you could get the mongy, was..we lived in
Mayfield and wasn 't very €far to walk up to the Tighes Hill

theatre on Maitland Road in Tighes Hill. That's nea

Mayfield, And youw could go, you could.. in the afternoon yo

ol get in for thraepenze; and in the night it was a

shilling. fAnd I..and i¥ you went in the afternoon, the kids,
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Hob Flhicen

math Jdonesy

Hob Pricey

Kath Jones:

BEpb Friced

Ealtlh Jonmes:

Hobh Friced

it would be get.sthrespence £o g in and & penny bto spend,
And that's mostly what pempig did, They used,,.pebp, ., the
phetur as wsed to be on twice & wesk, Wednesdays and Saturday
atternoon and Saturday night. And sometimes besides Lhe
pietures, it might be hals pictures, and Half veudeville.
They'd have a few vaudeville acts on as well. They were very
popular in those days vaudeville, vaudeville acts., Lot of
Feaple came to Newcastle, and some went and w, .combined
theirs with..with the pictures and athers went into the
Victoria Theatre and had a Ful) vaudesville show, Notbdng was
VERY sHpensl Ve

These vauwdeville acts, wers they people from Svdney o just

Local groups?

Noy they were what they call protessionsls mostly, from

Gyedney ar where sver.

The Victoria Theatre, where was that?

Victoria Theatre, 1t was in Parkins Strest. And—ah—now its
been..Mr. . the Eastham brothers sell clothes there now, but
that Victoria Theakre; as far back as [ remember, they always
hao the shows there. The full shows. George Wallsce was one
gf the actors that Used to be on.

In those times, how did vou go into Newcastle, did youw cateh
the bus or tram?

Noy therse was trams. Most of..when we.oif we wanted to o to
town, we'd moestly gg by tram,; because there was no bhuses
than, and 4% used to..ahssbo go right in, L think for an
adult, it was thregpence, and for children it was a penny, in
the Trram.,

Bid the whole family go to these shows together, or Jjust you

and the children?

Faos 8



Eakh Jones:

Hob PFrices

lEath Jonsss

BEoh Prices

Mo, mostly we went by ourseld. My sister used to do a liktle
bit o bar work and she often gave Wi Lthe monesy for olr fare
and so we could go, she’'d stay home and mind the childeen.
We.well, when we went te the pictures we ussed to all go
together. We'd whesl the kiddies up in the pram.

So in those days, it was more i+ you weren 't working, the
people who were working used to help the ones that weren't.
Yes, your relations did, My mother lLived at Stockton, and
when we %ifsﬁ..ﬂhﬁn we firaet moved into tha little house, we
never hat anything, and shs gave us some of her furndbtoes s
that we couwld make it fairly preasentable. and anyons.  anyone
that had anything, any of our relations, yvou know, everyane d
give any..anyona else a hand, And the ones thab were wWworking,
alwavs on payday, they always ga..gave s..the ongg that
weren 't working, a parcel of grocerles; o something. Might
be just & pound of butter or some Dread, but we were im a
gowmd fami by, the Jongs. Thare was guate a lob of bhemn, and
they all helped sach other. And far entertainment besides the
plctures, bhey used to play cards in each others houses. Not
only the Jones’ but'they had Friegnds. Anything To, you know,
o get & pit of entertainment into youwr lLite. You just
accepted it. Youw didn't know things were gonna get good. You
Just didn’t know the..well, I've never had it good. Never
ever, We was always..my father used to be a..gell fruit out
of a cart and we uwsed bo always be, you know, an the bread
Lines sort of.

In these days, Mre Jones, the food youw buy, there's guite a
hig variety of food and lots and lots of different items on
the supermarket shelves., In the 30's what was the food like

in those days?
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Eath Joness

Bob Frice:

Eath Jones:

Well like L. it wasn't like it is now. Ah,.well mostiy there
Was no supernarkets to start with, And the. speople wWouldn 't
have had the money Lo buy what yéu can now. | forget which
veai© the supermarkets came, but you only got the Things fran
a little corner shop. There was a couple of bigger grocery
shops, you'd get what you call your order there, 4+ you
ha..1f you were working on pay day, but there wasn’t the
variety., Thers used to be a ba..bhakers used fo come raund,
ard also milkman used Lo coame and you'd go ouwt with a jug énd
yau'd get a pint of milk &0 the..im.theyd turn a tap on a
put & pint in..bthey'd have a pint measure and they'd put the
milk im that and then pour it in the jug. Thait's Lhregpance,
And sometimnes while the,.while the chap had gone up the
ghirest a bBit, to,.um..s58rve 8 customner that hé knew had a st
amount, & woman in the street used to run out and turn the
tap on and get hers for neathing. Mrs Morton, But..ab..as..as
I said 1€ wasn ' t..it wasn’'t as much as there is now.

Um.swith regard to housawork, washing machines, dishwashers,
microwave ovens, those style of things are anly fairly medern
inventions,

There was none of those..there was none of those. From when
I..from when [ was flrst married, many years, bthere was
nothing like that. Youw had ta ah..most poeple had a gas
copper..some people. We had a fuel copper; &nd you used

to. er.achop up saap and put that in., There was

no. .ah..we..in those depression vears, there was no Rinso or
Fab o any of those sort of things. You Boil sveryihing and
then rinse them a couple of times., bMag to do everyvthing by
hand, Most people had & washing board. You'd rub the, . put the

towels orF whatever on the washing board and Fub on Some soap
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Bobh Priceds

Fath JdJoness

Bob Firlced

lhath Jones:

and then scruob em. Mostly vour nail..your fingers oot
skinned, because it was too hard.

And there were no vacuum cleaners ofF anyiEhing of et st

i

i

A
J

N..No, there was no vaculm clganers., Most pecple didn 't have
any carpet. I yvou were lucky you might have &,.8 hit of
matting wp the hall or gam@thing like that. That's most
pesple. I s'pose there was plenty of others betier off. But
ins.you know..all of the people that I knew were all on about
the ong level.

i've heen reading, Mrs Jdones, that during those times, lots
of people grew their own vegetables, Did vou grow vl
vegetables?

Yes, my husbands s ahe.dug up the yard in places and, .ah..the
main thing he grew that were a sutcess were tomatoes. He gob

that many tomatoes, we always intended that we’'d seii ThHam,

‘But a 16t of other people had tomatoes too so really; we

mostly k..kept ourseld in them. Ok but they lasted for a long
time, coming on a&ll the time, and gave them to the
neighbouwrs and to our relations, And also ac.at that time; in
those days, nearly everyone kept some fowls. We had
about, «ohy s eight down the back yard, and ah,.you knaw, you're
supposed to get eggs, but we didn't get very many gggs. It
usad te cost us more to buy the food than the eggs, so in the
finish, we got rid of them. Mostly ate them and..ah..one
time, my husbhand bmught, was near Christmas, elght Rlack
Orpinton roeoster chigkens and we kep.,+fed those and..sar, .whah
it was Chris..near christmas, we..a..we spld them for seven
an six aagh. Which wi@ didn ‘b think fthat was too bad, but I
think nowadays, vouw wouldn’t think that was any good becausea,

by the time yvou took off what you paid fer the food vou
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Bob Frloes

fath Jonesy

Rob Price:

Eath donest

didn’'t make much out af them. But still, we thought it was
all right.

The other neighbouwrs in the street, wers they all in the sams
gituation as you Ffinancially?

Oh mostly, yes. Mostly they were. There was very ftew pepple
better off. Oh..omost of. . nost of the men that lived round we,
they gradually got work at the B.H.P. And there was another
work place just over near the school. It was Lyaaﬁt*ﬁ. Some
worked there, But..ah..in the real depression years Lt was
very hard, but, as 1 said, it was gettling better. By the time
we shifted agross the road it was & good bit belbters

You‘ve been showing me seome old photos of youwr family, Mes
Jones, and the children. Was taking photos a fairly busy time
in those days? You do that very often?

Oh yves, we had..um..! had a camera. 1'd hatl it for years., 1%
was called a Brownie and it was a box camesra, and bthe
"$11lums’ were arly black and white. You..ah..never got
colowsed ‘“fillums®, they came years after. Y 'used
Eoesuimy « ytake any. . take your children mmstiy. BuL anothsr way
with photographers, if you..when you went to town, which most
people did, every now and agalm, you ajlways wors a hat,
mostiy gloves, just Lo go shopping in town. And. . um. .y were
walking along the strest and there was photographers that
used to spap vou as you came towards them. Une on esch side
of the road. Whichever way you cane,; youw'd run intn one of
these photographers, and they'd give you a ticket with a
number on and you’'d go to their studio in..in one of the
shoos in Newcastle and see the photo, and 1f you wanbted ik, I
think it used to cost about a shilling sarly, and then it

went up bto ahout three and six. We uged to get a lot of
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Bpnlk Priced

kath Jonast

Bob Priceu

Eath Jones:

Bokr Prices

Hath donesl

photos like that.

In the depression years, 1°ve been reading that there werm
quite a lot of people who didn’‘t have houses, You stated how
vau had a house, had relations, but theare must have bean same
paaple who didn’t have, oF weren 't as lucky as you. In what
situation were hhey?

Well, there was quite a few people like that., Bome cases that
I know, over at Stockton they..up near the breakwater on
A.e0n & block of lLand, or land over there, when the 1914,
1248 war was on they bBUil® gurie.ume s they called it .um. . what
is 1E? Bun. vabe .

Pits.

Al yes, gun pits, And they were underneath the ground and
they s,.1 was never in them; but it seems that they had so
many rooms where the machinery f..f..firing the guns was.
Well people used to live in thers. And do..ab..cooking on
open fire out the front. Washed their clothes wherever ThiEy
coutd, And then other people, they built Tittle huts alang
the ums.th river bank, up Hewham. There was guite a lot ofF
thogse. They b..they built them put of any old tin or matarial
that they couwld get hold of. Anything, you knew, Jjust to kKeep
them out of the waather. They were mostly people that never
had any relations that had a house. And nother..another thing
top, relations wouldn't slways give peopls a haned. Feople
were selfish then, just like some of them are now.

Mrs dones,y I'wve heard pepple talk of & place called
Hollywood, which was near Jesmond, What are your memories of
that place?

Oh yes, that was..um..on the way out to Jesmond, tHere’s a

park out that way now. Well it was beyvond the park in bush.

4
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Bob Price:

Eath Jdonesy

Bob Frices:

Hath Jones:

It was all bush there., And that was another place where
people lived, They all bhuwilt their hHouses oWt of anything )
that they could gst. There was no santiarys oF anybthing like
that. T was never in amongst ity but I knew people that

wu s that were. And beyond thaty, ah..Hellywood, there's a whole
lot of people lived there, but beyord fhat, in the bush,
there used to be a two-up scheol. And often the police’'d rFaid
it and they’'d race through and hide in the bhush..n..near this
Hollywood, and fry and grab the..er..players that were
playing. It wasz an illegal game. But..ah..that was Hollywood
all right, and that was where a lot of paople went.

The psople that lived here, the same as the people that 1lived
in the gun pits, and on the banks of the river, they had no
employmant at all?

Well, I..01°d say when they Firat went thers# they had no
emplaymnent , but they were gradually getting & day or
something l1ike that, bul they couldn’'t get a house where
they'd have encugh money to pay the rent, so they realily
lived there, some people lived there for years and ysars till
they were forced to get dut because, as thinwus got bettse,
they were made get oul and they..abh..the council sant
bulldozers in and bulldozed them &ll into the ground. But
thalt was years after. People lived there for yvears.

Were the buildings made of corrugated iron and tin?

Bome, yesy corrugated iron and anything. Bag. they used Lo do

a lot with bags, and..er..you'd put ths bags on then paint

them over with tar. Mostly though they’'d do that for the
Foof s and thab. . that wouldn 't let the rain in. Bul there was
all rates thersa. There was Austral bams and ﬁhmwigmnmﬁn ALl

that sort of thing. There wasn 't any..there wasn’'t any rew

L
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History records the Great Depression as beginning in 1929 and
ending in the late 1230°'s. however for many MNewcastle people the
tirpat Depression began well before the 1930's and lasted a very
long tim@. Because Newcastle's sconomy was dominated by the coal —
stesl industries its workforoce experienced the intermittent
urismploymant which characterised thege industries throughout the
1220°'s., During these vears many men and women had suffered a
precarious economic existence, bhefore they had to face the crisis
of the sarly 1930 s, Then, although the heavy industries made a
remarkably quick recovery, the workforce did not, and poverty and
unemployment was still prevalent in Newcastle well into the
1940 g,

During the decades of depression many relisf organisations and
unemploayment relief works were organised by local and state
governments to help alleviate the depressed situation in which the
majority of the population of Newcastle found themselwves., The
newcastle and Northumberland Benevolent Sociebty was one example.
Thise sociebty had been active =zince 1884 and aimed to relieve the
tlestitute poor and sick. This society offered ’'indoor’” relief in
an asylum and ‘outdeoor’ relief in the form of clothing and money
for meals and beds. (1) In 1922 the society was "able to some
extent to lessen the distress that was so widespread in tﬁe
district", distributing 1,266 pounds in relief. (&) The Federated
Society of Heilermakers, Iron Shipbullders and Structural Iron and
Steel Workers of Australia was well represented in Newcastle and
maintained an Unempl oved DiEtFEﬁE Raliet Fund. () These two
organisations were sorely tried during the 1220°'s by the snormous

(1) 8« Bray, Newcastle in the Breat Depression, Newcastle, p.l4
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tide of demands on their funds, to the point where in 1929 the
Newcastle and Morthumberland benevolent Sociebty was taken over by
the Hospital Commission of N.S.W, The Federated Society of
Boilermakers, Iron Shipbuilders and Structional Iron and Steel
Workers of Australia‘s relief fund by 192%2 could only offer small
Liregul ar payments to their members. (4) Thus all sectors were
fesling the pressure of unemnployment, narrowing resources and the
downturn of the economy.

Local government aid to destitute children is shown in this
extract from the Newcastle Morning Herald dated January lst 1932,
"on the last day of 1931 the Lady Mayoress, Mrsc J. Farker
requested: Newcastle Reliet Depolt distribute liberal slices of
Christmas pudding to over one hundred of the poor children of
Newcastle., The Z20lbh puddings werse made by a former army cook.
These children would otherwise have had little opportunity to
enjoy this usual christmas dish'". (5) The Newcastle BEranch of the
fAustralian Labour Farty on January b6th, 1932 organised a
"Christmas cheer Benefit" for the children of its unemploved
members "1t wWwas a great success". (&) On the 6th January, 1933 the
Maltland Relief Commities organised a clothing distribution among
the needy, "The relief committes secretary reported that boxes of
Military clothing had been distributed to necessitous cases; 20
pairs of boots and 4 overcoats have been distributed by the
committee. Items remaining are: 11 tunices, 8 hats, I pairs of
breeches all of which have been held in hand wuntil further
necessitous cases were investigated". (7) Boxing contests were also
(43 Ibid. p 15
(3) Newcastle Morning Herald, Lt Januacy, 1932,

(6) Ibids &th January, 1932,

(73 Ibhid. &th danuary, 1933,
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organised by the Maitland relief Committes as a fund raising
venture and at the same time served as a reasonably priced
antertainment.

Many public works were undertaken by the Unemploved Relief
Council. These works were made possible by grants from the State
Government, In the NM,M.H. Januwary &th, 1235 "The Minister for
iLabour ard Tndustry told the Unemployed Relief Council, yesterday
that 3,766,375 pounds had been made available for unemployment in
M. 8. W, the amount was to be distributed by the Water Board,
Couwncils, Fublic Works and Education®.{8) In the Newcastle region
the public works made avallable by fthe grant included the
Chicheater Fipeline duplication from Chichester Dam to Newcastle,
Wallsend and Cessnock drainage, Cessnock baths, drainage and river
improvements at Maitland. Many men from the Newcastle area also
worked on the road which was built at this time from the Northern
Tablelands highway to the coast, from Tanworth to Fort Macguaries.
On 30th June, 1933 a census was taken, it showed nearly 387 of the
cities male workforce was either unemployed or partly employed.
The depression left no part of lite untouched. (9

Throughout Newcastle as a result of the depression distress,
makeshift howsicng sprang wpy and in some cases this housing lasted
well into the 1R260°'s. The State government was slow to take up the
responsibility for food relief for the unemployed and it virtually
retused to help with shelter. Whether they liked it or not, the
Newcastle Councils became involved with the problem of depression
housing. The usual pattern for the homeless unemployed was to
ocoupy an area of Crown or octher public land and to erect some
kind of dwelling on it., People lived in these rent free or paid a
(8) Ibid.

(?) J.C. Docherty,Newcastle The Making of_an Australian City,

PSR AS b 2B 0 R R B S L S SRR O . R R M ol R MR S R e

Sydney, 1983, p 1851.
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nominal rental to the Lands Department for ‘Fermissive
Oeewpancy ", (10) Unemploymant camps as they were known, existed at
Adamstown,; Clyde Streest, Merewether, Platts Estate, Flatts
Channel , Btockton, Wallsend (known as Hollywood), Birmingham
Gardens, R.8.L. Diggers at Parry Street, Mayfield West, Nobbys and
Shoertland, (11 The shacks oF humpies in which the camp dwellers
lived were made of any material available: canvas, corn bags,
kerogene tins, old timber orF freshly cut bush logs, old tramcars,
cabins of disused cranes, large pipes or btanks, (12) in fact
anyvthing which could be made into a shelter, Ong shelter at the
Mayfield West Unemployed Camp consisted of a humpy gouged into the
side of a sloping hill, It had a hard ground floor with guttering
made to catech precious rain water in an assembly of drums. The
beds consisted of bunks of bush timber, separated from the earthen
wall by sheets of tin and corn bags opened oult to make a sturdy
lining. "Not as pretty as wall-paper but a great draught
stopper", (13) At Flatts Channel Camp, on the river bank, houses
were built on stilts and jutted out across the mud. The people
gained access by packed earth tracks between the houses and the
bank. At high tide water glapped under these houses. Sanitary
arrangements were aimpler Beneath the wooden toilet seat a hole in
the fleoor facilitated the passage of wastes into the river where
the current carried it away. Dangerous to health, but in those
days congidered neo more poliuvtant than the steelworks
digcharge, (14) Tips and dumps in and around Newcastle ware
seavenged by the unemployed for materials to build and improve
(10) Gray, Newcastle in..., pi7.

(112 L. Fox (ed), Depression Down Under, Sydney, 1977. p92.

(1) Gray, Newcastle ifheess pl7,
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(13) Fox (ed), Depression Down...., p84.

(14) Ibid. pBs,
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their dwellings. National Parks sports ground was at first a tip
where people collected copper, brass, bones, tins, battles and
Fags. "the pelice regarded us as criminals but we had to

Live'. (15)

The Carrington reserve camp was popularly known as Texas,
apparently because 1t was originally an area on which people ran
horses. One man moved into Texas in 1930, after he had lost his
Jjob as an ironworker at the B.H.F., and stayed there, until he
meoved inte Bt. Joseph s Home for the fged in 19846. (16) Carrington
wag an area of high unemployment and low incomes and the council
was sympathetic towards the people living in Tedas, The council
attended to their water supply and resisted the Land Department’s
attempte to remove the camp. Hollywood camp situated betweesn
Wallsend and Lambton, did not receive such understanding
treatment, This area had been used for camping since at least
19205 and as late as 1245 residents were still careying water long
tistances in kerosens tinsy neither Wallsend or Lambton Council
being prepared to accept responsibility for the well being of the
camp peoples (17) Nobby's camp situated on & patch of beach known
as Horseshoe Beach came into existence as a result of State and
Commonweal th Bovernment assistance. In mid 1230 there were at
least 170 men camped around Newcastle beaches and because the
Mewcastle council was not prepared to look after the men, outside
intervention wae necessitated, The Federal Government supplied
Ehirety tents and sufficient dixies for 120 men: the State
Government was to subsidise the council to cover bthe wages of a
caretaker for three months. Thus Nobby's camp came into being and
(15) Ibid. pBé&.

(LhY Bray, Newcasble in...s, plé.
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(17} Ibid.
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under the appal led eves of many Newecastle residents soon became a
regular- part of the Newcastle scene. (18) Nobby ‘s camp was
dishanded in 19237, a few people were halped by the Unemployed
Housing Trusty; but the majority of its occupants went onto Platt’s
Estate in Waratah, and some of the dwellings used then, were still
in dispute in the 19280's. (19)

The Great Depression in Newcastle ftor the great majority of
the cit{é% population can +£ind ite origins in the 1222723
recession. From this point onwards unemployment was a way of life
for many. The unemployed campg‘persiﬁtence indicates both the
length of the depression @xperience in the region and the
inability of the Newcastle City Council to take decisive steps to
house their disadvantaged. The many relief organisations and
committess only minimally eased the unemployed pEFSQAS Tk,
Newcastle was a place where hardship had long existed; and "making

tdo and lasting out' had hecome a way af Life.

(189
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Mre Eathlesn Jones was born in Fetersham, Sydney in
L90%. Six vears laver she moved Lo Newcastle where she has
besn a resident ever since. The early part of Mre Jdones” Life
is not covered in this interview, the main theme being, Mrs
Jones® lifte after her marriage, and her memories of hewe Lidfe
in the Depression years as a8 woman, wite, mother and
nomamaker .

Buring our dnterview Mrae Jones vividly recalls her
meamaries of HEhis difficult pariod of her Lite, bult as the
interview progresses she displays a fesling of resclve at hew
situation. The close family ties and sharing of necessities
seem to bond the “"Jones" family together.

As was the case of So many mareied couples in bhose
times. Mrs Jones’ hisband, Bill, was unemployved, as she
stated "right from the start". He joined the dally procesaion
of the hundreds of men abing to the steslworks to sze i+ they
macht et a davs worlk, in mosht cases bo no avail. Mes Jonss
riecalled how for the unemploved there was no noney available
as spcial security, the government would give these families
‘tickets' teo buy groceries and other basic necessities.

THe owning of 8 house for Bhe vast majority of working
class peopie in the period of Depression wWas a0 impossible
drgam. Mrs Jones states that most people were renting their
houses at this time, her first house was rented tor 2
shillings a week. Even though soms Mouses were ressonably
priced the majority of people couwld not atford the depows)t.
The rented housses were moderately furnished as reflected the
financial situwation of the residents,

Mrs Jones recalle the different things men would do bo

garn money. Selling clothes props for clothes linss, rabbit

"y
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rablbit trapping, and selling ceollected bobttles. She states
"everybody was trying all sorts of things to gat a few bob'.

Entertainment consistet of golng to the theatre at
Tighes Hill, ths cost being threepencd in the afternoon and a
shilling at night. Vaudeville acts at the Victoria Theatre in
Newcastle were aleo popular, and not edpepgive, M-s Jones
sister, she pecalls, often gave the family morney to go o ths
pletures, while she minded the children: Her sisier being
anployed as a bar maid and thersfore having some money,
helped those members of her family in need.

Supsrmarkats as we know them today did not exist. There
were big grocery shops, however the ilittle corner shop
serviced the needs of the nelghbourhood, Bakers came around
the neighbourhood, as well as milkmen filling Jugs at
threppence a pint,. To supplement thé-familgﬁﬁ il gk marny
housshalds glFer their own vegetabhles or kept chickens in
their back yards, PMes Jones was no exception e this
practice. she states, "tomatoss heing her husbanu; great
surecess in the garden'.

ALl throuwgh the interview the fipancial situation of &ll
the gommunity showed through. & more basic lidte style Seemead
to exist, an acceptance by Mre Jongs of her situatlion and her
@amiliés situation s evident, Mrs Jones recalls the steeeshk
photographers another examble of men trying to earn a living.

Fir thoss peopls unltcky anough to have no howsing, e
situation was extremely difficult, Mrs Jones recallis, the
Ygun pits" at Stockton being used for housing. The Titkle
huts built along the Hunter River near Hexham, and also &
shankty town near Jesmond mamed Hollvweod, THese people wers

legss fortunate Lhan M-Es Jones $or as she stabes “"my relatidves

}‘wf o) IE} fe vj".l









Bob Price: I'm interviewing Mrs Eath Jmnés, rest dent of Maytield Easty
o her thoughts on the depression years, as & wite, housawite
and mother. Mrs Jones, wWwere youw bors in Newocastle®

Fath Jones: Noy Bydney in & place galled Fetersnam,

Bob Price: And what yvear was that?

Fach Joness 1709 (Nipstesen hundeed and nine) .

Bob Price: And when did yvew move to Newcastle?

kath Jones: We left Sydney when [ was six vears old and came to live in
Newcastle in Mayfield.

Bob Frice: You moved straight to Mavfield?

kath Frice: Yes,

Hob Friced: Where sbouts in Mayfisld did yvou move to?

fath Jones: A little acvacalithle stregt called strest Little beorge
Btrest tear Dangar Park.

Boh Frice: MAnd when did you move to Borrick Dtrest?

ath Jones: (Oh well, we stayved in..stayed in Mayfield for a good while
and then we shifted to Btockton and from there I got marcied,
and when I got married we came back to Mayfield,

Bolb Price: What year were you married?

ath Jones: 19248,

Epb Mricer And that was the start of the depression vears far you?

Fath Jones: Yes, ['d gay it was, aboul the gtart. Yes and when [-ar-when
I was..everyvone starting to get out of work and you cowldn 't
get anything going. Chap that [ married, Hill Jdones, he was a
baker, and the baker that employed him, & Me Boos feom
Mayfiald, he couldn 't aftford teo pay his wages so he sSald nhe
was gonna get his neghew to work for nim causs he'd take less
wages, S0 ne put my husband Bill oft, and he was out oFf work
ridaght from the stacrt, We went o live wlth hiz sister hetaussa

wa hadn ' anywhere to live and he used to..er..g0 to the

-
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Bob Prices:

Eath Jones:

Bol Friced

Hath Jdones:

steslwarks wikth other men every morning, ant 4+ yvour nams wWas
called out, vou might get a day's work, anmd if Lt wasn’ ',
well you Just went home and came the next day.

At those times; Mrs Jonesy was there any social security ar
dole as there is today for unemploved people?

There nothing Like there is teday, you never, at any fime ool
any money given to vouw. You used to get & ticket-ar-mayvbhe for
groceries, it might include meat but I forget that but
anything youw gobt on that ticket, you had fto get all at onoe,
vou couldn‘t like leave some of it Lill, for ancther weel you
had to take It all at the ope Lime, which m2ant that by the
end of the ti..the=the week or fortnight or whatever 1L was
agvarything wouled be stale, and wm, if yvouw fpever had enough
cinthes, there was places in town where yoo codld goy run by
the government,; vou could get shoes, and 1f you were having a
baby, you got what they call a layette, for nothipg, from the
government and that consisted of just the bare essentials to
nave the haby a dozen nappies, thres little night dresses.
three singlets, and that's about all..a bonnet and shawl
that’'s right.

Youw said vou were living with some peElations when vou wers
filrst in May#iald, did vou pool the resources, those tickelbs
you were talking about, did you share thaem taogether?

Yes, yves, wa ahy«they used to, they were out of work teoo and
they wused to put theirs with owrs and we'd do the pest that
we could. Wasn't much chance of getting any help. My..my
motier, her husband, my stepfather, he was a coal trimmer,
but he was owk of work, bub he had a bilt of money in the
bammsy ame they dowld gmt.uthey'qpulﬂ get monsy and when

they..when they told them that when the strike was over,
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wWhatever they'd..bthe government nad given, glven Lthem, they
wonld have to repay it, because the banks were closed 0 you
couldn "t Just draw yvour money out, so when cthe, when the
things ot better, and ; m..Feter, my stepfather went back to
work, ah he ah had to pay the money back and evervone around
whare they lived at Stochkton, because they didn & nave any
moneéy in the bank, none of them bhad to pay it badk, they was
Jjust alicwed to have 1t. It was another case of those that
waste their money always get on the best.

This strike youw were talking about, what vear did that start?
Was 1t a very long steilke?

I think, I rFeally think that it started in 1927 because mum
used to talk aboubt it. That's what I think, T Ehink it really
started in abput 1927, A few vears it wasz, altogelther. The
Boda e Were 1n 4t too.

Mre Jones. vou mentioned the government giving vou a lLayette
I think you saids; for the children,

For one baby. The baby that was dues, and..

And vou had children during the depression vears?

COne more. The first girl was born in 1929 and then the next
one was.cand we had a real bad struggle all that time. So did
everyone else, and when I had the next child it was in 19384,
ant by then, Jjust about then my husband had got a job at the
steelworks. You worked one week and had ane week oft, and

Wi wwe were a gootl bit better off. Az was everyvons, buk
hecause, vou kndw, you [pever had anything, vou really needed
everything to start off again. But we sort of managed from
then, better, it wasn 't over but it was..um. .oetcer than 1t

W &

With vour 4firet childs did you go to the hespital to have the
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baby?
Nog 1 had the bBaby at home. In those days, most pecople had
the babies abt Rome. There W..there was a couple of private
hospitals, one down Mayfield, two down Mayfield, and a lot ov
people wused to go bthere, but the biggest majority of women
had their babiles at home, and the ﬁmctar wouwld agenerally he
there at the birth. And..er.cthen you'd, the midwlife, and the
micdwife, vou'd send for the midwife first, and she was &
nurse too, I suppose, and uh, then when the dector came that
was the Ffindsh of him and the nursese came avery day for nipe
davs, and you stayed in bed o ning days in those days, and
you got up on the tenth day and that was the end, the nurss
never came any more but you had to take the baby down to bthe
doctor ‘e swrgery when youw werg able, teo gsl a check over.

Mrs Jonges, these days when people have bhables they have
dozens of nappies, baby clothes, alli those things prepared.
Yas, that's pight, that's the way it 18 npw., But people in
the, in the days of the depression they would..a lot of them
couldn 't believe the way things are now. Nearly sveryvone has
a job and nearly everyone has plenty of,.plenty of time Lo
get all the baby s clothes togethsr and most peEople, well 1
don‘t know anyene that had them at home, Jjust occasionally
you hear of it. Most people go into one of the big hospitals,
where they have a maternity section,

Mes Jones, whan you moved inte Gorrick stPreet, did you buy
the hpuee or were you renting?

No we were renting the house. It was a very small ons. We
naver had much furniture at that time. It was a very small
heuwse and we rented Lt for 9 shillings a week, and we sbayed

there in that place for abouwt-obh-till the sldest girl was
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About 14, and then a lagdy across the road, that owned this
house that we're living in now, she..we were both renting atb
that time, and she changed houses. She..well we got the
bigger one, and she took the little one, and then as fTime
weht on, we had the opportuniby to pay a deposit and we gol a
Loan throuwgh the building sogiegty to-pay the house aff.
During those depression yvears did many people awn Bheilr own
homes, oF wWere nost people renting?

Most pecple were renting, and if yvou..we had & couple of
shances. One good chance was if..if vou had 50 pownds, you
could put 1t on this house that was théra. Yo could put £he
S50 pounds on and they were gonna sell it for 500 pounds, put
the 50 pounds dowﬁ and pay & pound a week, We couldn't get
fthe 0 pounds from anvWhere. None of s hMad $%. 30 we
couldn "t get that one. But, no, most people were renting
houses. They were pretty hard to get, but more plentiful than

Lhey are news

-
7

The house you moved inte in GBpreick street, to rent, was
& fully furnished house, or did you have bo furnish it
yoursslf?

Well we lived..we shifted from the 1ittle one across the
road, we had that furnished, but only in a very moderate way.
It had..it enly had one bedroom and & sort of a dining room
and a little kitchen. When we moved over to the other one,
that was bigger, and we gradually got extra bits of
furniture. Somne people, as they got work, lot of our
relations, they uwsed to get things on timeg payment, but I
would never do that because I was always toe short of money,
and I thought something might happen amd youw wowldn 't be ashle

to pay 1ty so we never gobt wvery much until lLatesrs,
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Bob Price: You mentioned the little house across the road €rom the ane
you‘re living in now. Bhat year did you move into that house™

Kath Jdones: Oh, apouwt, about 19,.aboul 19230, it would be.

Bob Price: VYeah,y; well that's more or less the depresgsion years.

Kath Jdones: Oh yes it‘s still the depression but it was starting to
improve, but net very much, there were still hundreds ouwt of
work, and man used to do all sorts aof things. They
U «they. .in these days if..anyone that had s horse and cart
or could get a loan of one, they'd go out in the bush and
tUe.and cut trees down and sell the..make the branches into
clothes props, and they'd come round singing out "clothss
props, p..clothes props, 2 and & sgach, " and that's
what..that's how they made a living and some men'd gp
raby «rabbit trappingy and they'd come round and sell rabbits,
Fratty cheap. Sixpence sach they werse. Antd also, peop..man
used to come round selling bottles. Not seliling bottles,
collecting bottles. A ha penny each they'd glive yvou, or slse
& loliy stick, Was all sorts, evervbody was trying all sotis
of things to get a few bob.

Bob Frice: During the 30's, early 30's, what sort of things did youw do
for entectainment? Whan you. , you would have Bbean.  bad voung
children,; and newly marrisd. . -

wath dones: Yes, that's right. T don't..I can't just put me finger on
when wirelesses came in, but the main thing yvou weed to do if
you had. it you could get the money, was..we Lived Ln
Mayfield and wasn’t very far to walk up to the Tighes Hill
theatire on Maitland Road in Tighes Hill. That’'s neaw
Mayfield. And you would go, yvou could.. in the atternpon vEuw
cowld get in for threspence, and in the night 1t was a

shilling. And I..and if you went in the afternopn, the kids,



it would be get,.,bthreepence to ga in and & penny ta spsnd.
And that ‘s mostly what pmmplg cice They @ed. .peip. . ths
pictures used to be on dtwite 8 week. Wednesdays and Baturday
afternoon and Baturday night. And sometimes besides the
pictures, it might be hald pictures, and half vaudevillae.
They 'd have a few vaudeville acte aon ag well. They were very
popular in those days vawdeville, vaudeville acts. Lot of
peuple came to Newcastle, and some went and w..combined
theirs with. with the pioetures and others went inlo the
Victoria Theatre and had a full vaudeville show, Nothing was
VENY BRpENSL Ve,

RBoh Frice: These vaudeville actsy were they people from Svdney o just
local groups?

kath Jones: No, they were what they call professionals mostly, feom
Sydney of where aver.

Bob Fricer The Victoria Theatre, where was that?

fath Jonss: Mictoria Theatre, it was in FPerkinsg Streete And-an-now ibts
been. .M. the Eastham brothers sell clothes there ndw, But
that Vicktoria Theabtre, &g far back as 1 remembar, they always
had the shows there. The full shows, George Wallacse was one
of the actard that ussd to be on.

Bob Prices In those times, how did you go into Newcastle, did youw catch
the bus or tram?

Kath Jones: No, thers was trams. Most of..when we.,if we wanted to go to
town, we'd mostly go By tram, because there was no bhuses
then, and it ussd to.a8h. .t go right in, 1 think for an
adulty it was threspence, antd for c¢hildren it was a panny, in
the trame.

Bob Fricer Did the whole family go to these shows together; oF just you

and the children®
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No, mostly we went by ourselfs My sisgter used to do a llttle
bit of bar work and she often gave us the money far ouwr fare
and =0 we could go, she'd stay home and mind the childran.
W..well, when we went Lo the pictures we used to all go
together. We'd wheel the kiddies up in the pram.

B0 dn those days, it was more if you weren't working,; the
people who were working used o help the onegs that weren't.
Yes, your relations did. My mother lived at Steckian, and
when wa first...when we first moved into the little housse, ws
never had anything, and she gave us some of et trnitlrse s
that we could make it fairly presentable. fAnd anyone. . anyons
that had anyth;ng, any af our relations, you know, evéryane'c
give any..anyone else a hands And the ones that were warking,
always on payday, they always ga..gave s,.the angs that
weren 't working, a parcel of groceries, or something. Might
be just a pound of butter or some bread, bul we were in a
good family, the Jones. There was guite a lot of them, and
they all helped sach other. Angd for sntertalnment besides the
picEurss, they used to play cards in each others houses. Not
only the Jaones’ but'they had friends. Anything o, you know,
to get a bit of entertainment into youwr jife. You Just
accepted it, You didn't know things were gonna geb good. You
Just didn‘t khow the..well, I've never had it good. Never
ever. We was always:.my father used to be a,.sell fruli ouc
of & qart and We used to always be, you khow, on the hread
line, sort of

In these days; Mrs Jones, the food you buy, there‘s guite a
big variety of food &nd lots and lots of differesnt 1tems on
the supermarkel shelves, Ih the Z0°'s what was the food like

in thoss days?
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Well like IT.vit wasn't like it is now. Ah..well mostly there
was o supermarkets to start with. And the..people wowldn 't
have had the money to buy what you can now. I forget whiah
yvear the supermarkets came, but you cnly got the things foom
a little corner shop. There was a couple of bigger grocery
shops, you'd get what you call your orFder there, 1f you
hasif you were working on pay day, but there wasn't the
variety, There used to be & ba..bhakers used o come round,
and also milkman Wsed to come and yvou'd go ouk with & jug anc
you'd get a pint of milk in the..ine.they'd turn a tap on a
put a pint in..they’'d have a pint measure and they'd put the
milk in Ehat and then pour it in the jug. That’'s thregpence.
And somatimes while the..while the chap had gone up the
street a hit, to.,umn..gserve a custamer that he Knew bhad & sat
amount, a woman Iin the streat used to run pukt and turn the
tap on and aget hers for nething. Mies Morton, But..ah..as..as
Uosadd Tt wasnttiait wasn 't oas moech as there is fow.

Umi's wiith regard to nousswork,; washing machines, dishwashers,
microwave ovens, those style of things are onily fairly modeen
inventions,

Thare was none of thosea,.there wag none 'of Lthoses From when
Lowfrom when I was first married, many years, theres was
nothing iike that. You had to ah. .most poeple had & cas
copper, some people. We had a fuel copper, and you used
tos.er..chop up soap and pubt that in. There was

N e @b sWes s in those depression years, there was no Rinse oF
Fab or any of those sort of things. You boil eveerything and
then rinse them & couwple of times. Had to do ewecytning by
hand, Most people had & washing beoard., You'd rub the. . pul the

towels o whatever on the washing board and pub on Some Zpap
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and then scrub am. Mostly your npail..your fingsrs gob
akinned, bacause it was too hard,

And there wers no vacuum cleaners orf anybhing of fthat styvie?
N..Na, there was no vacuum cleaners. Most people didn't have
any carpet. ITF you were lucky you might have a..a bit of
matting up the hall or something like that: That's most
peoples. [ s'pose there was plenty of others better off. Bub
in.ayouw know, .all of the people that I knew were all an abput
the ong Level.

i°ve been reading, M-s Jones, that during those times, lots
of people grew their own vagetabiea. Did yvouw grow s
vegatables?

Yes, my husband..ah..dug up the yard in places and..ah,.the
main thing he graw that were a success were tomatoss, Me got
that many tomatoes. we always ilntended that we'd ssll them,
but a lot of obther people had tomatoss too so really, we
mestly k..kept ourself in them. Oh but they lasted for a long
time, coming on all the Lime, and gave them to the
neighbours and to our relations. And also a,.at that time, in
those days, nearly sveryonz kept some fowls. We had

about. .oh.,eight down the back yard, and ab..you know, you'ra

supposed to det egos, but we didn't get very many agos. Lt
usier to cost us moare to buy the food than the eggs, so in the
finish, we got rid of them. Mostly ate them and..ab..one
hime, my husband bought, was neac Christmas, sight Hlaok
Orpinton ropster chickens and we kep,.+ed those and..er..whan
it was Chris..unear christmas, we..s..we seld them for seven
an six each. Which we didn’t think that was too bad, but I

think nowadays, you wouldn 't think that was any good begauss,

by the time you took off what you paid for the food yvou
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didn‘t make much out of them. But still, we thought it was
all right.

The other neighbours in the stregt. weres they all in the sames
situation as you financially?

GBh mestly, yes, Meostly they were. There was very few peuple
better off. Dhoonost of..most of the men that lived reound us,
they aradually got work at the B.H.FG AR there was dnother
work place just over near the schogpl. It was Lysaf&‘an Some
worked there. But..ah..in the real depression years L1t was
vary hards; Buty as [ said, it was getting beteer. By the tlme
we shiftted across the road it was a good bit oelhter.

You've been showing ne some old pbotos of your family, Mres
Jones,; and the children. Was taking photos a fairly busy Lins
in those days? You do Lhat veey often?

Oh ves, we had..um..? had a camera. 1°d had it for vears., It
was called a Brownie and it was a baox camera, and the
"Fillums’ were only black and white. You..ah..never got
colowred ‘“fLllums’y, they came years after. Y used

to. . umy .« ptake any..take your children mostly. But another way
with phptographers, if you..when you want to Lown, Which most
people did, every now and again, you always wore a hat,
mostly gloves, Juslt to go shopping in fown. And. um..y weres
wallking along the street and there was photographers that
used to snap you as you came towards them, One on each side
of the road. Whichever way vou came, you'd rFun into one of
thege photogiraphers, and they'd give yvou a tlcket with a
number on and you'd go to their studio in..in one of the
shops in Newtsastle and ses the phota, and f you wantesd (L, I
think it ueed to cost about & shilling early, and then it

went uwp to abowt three and six, We wvsed to get a Lot of
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photos like that.

In the depression years, I['ve been reading that there were
guite a lot of paople whoe didn’'t have houses. You stated how
yow had a house, had relations, but there must have besn somnz
prople who didn‘t have, or waren 't as lucky as vou. In what
gl tuation weEre Lhey?

Wesh L Ehere was guite a few people liks that. Bome cases That
I know, over at Stockton theyv..up near the breakwater o
a..0n a block of land, of land over fthere, when the L9214y
LG8 war was an they built gunesuma.they called it oum. owhak
is 1t? Bunu.ah..

Fits,

Ah ves, gun plts, And they were underneath the ground and
they @..1 was never in them, bukt it sesms that they had so
many rooms where the machinery f..f..firing the guns was.
Well people ussd teo live In thers. And do..ah..cookling on
open fire out the frgﬁt. Washed their clobthes wherkever they
coulde And then sbther people, they built lithle huts along
the um.. th riyver bank; up Hexham, There was gulite a lot of
those, They b..they built them aut of any oid tin ok mater al
that they could get hold of. Anythingy you know, just to keep
them out of the weather. They were mostly people that never
had any relations that had & house. And nother..another thing
koo, relations wouldn't always glve people a hand., Feople
were selfish then, just like some of them are now.

Mies dones, [fve heard people talk of a place called
Holiywopd, which was near Jegmond. What ars your memories of
Lthat place?

O yved, that Was, . wm..on the way out bto Jesnedd; thecs's a

park ouwt that way now: Well it was beyond the park in bush.
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e was all bush there. And that was anokher place whars
paaple Lived, They all Built their houses oaul of anyiilng
that they could get. There was ne sanitaryy or anything like
that. T was never in amongst it, but T kiiew people that
wywthat were, And beyond that, ah..Hollywood, there's a whole
lot of people lived there; but beyond that, in the bush,
there used to be a two-up schoal. And often the police’'d raid
it and they'd race through ang hide in theg bush..n..fear this
Hollywaod, and try and grab the..er..players that were
playing., It was an illegal game. But..an..that was Hollywood
all right, and that was where a lot of people went,

The people that lived here,; the same as the people that lived
in the gun pits, and on the banks of the river, they had no
@mploymnent at all®

Well, I,.1°d say when they Ffirst went there they had no
employment , but they were gradually getting a day or
something like that, but they couldn’t get a house wherg
they'd have enough money to pay the rent, so they really
lived there, some people lived there for years and yedrs Lili

they were forced to get out because, as things got better,

they were made get out and they..al..the council sent

bulldozers in and bulidozed them all inte the grountd. But
that was years after. FPeople lived there for years.

Were the buildings made of corrugated iron and tin?

dame, yes, corcugated iron and anything. Rag. they used Lo do
a lot with bags, and..er..you’'d put the bags on then paint
them over with tar, Mogtly thowgh they’'d do that for the
root,; and Thabt. «that wouldn't et the rain i6. Bt thelte was
all races there., Thers was Australians and Ahorigines. ALl

that sert of things. There wasn 't anv..bhere wasn 't any pew
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