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History records the Great Depression ~s beginning in 1929 and 

ending in the lata 1930's. however for many Newcastle people the 

Great Depression began well before the 1930 ' s and lasted a very 

long time .. Bsce11..1se Newcastle · s economy wa-s dc::imj nated by the c::oaJ. 

steel industries its workforce experi e nced the intermittent 

1.m@.mp 1oyme n t whicl1 characteris~cl thes (;; ind1 .. 1strie~:; throug 1·1out tl1e 

1920's. During th~se year s many men and women had suffer ed a 

precarious economic ex1stence 1 before they had to face the crisis 

of the early 1930's. Then, although the h eavy industries made a 

remarkab l y quick recovEry, the workforce did not, and poverty and 

unemployment was still prevalent in Newcastle wel l into the 

1940's. 

Duri ng th~ decad~ of depression many relief or g aniaat i ons and 

un employment relief works were organised by local and stat~ 

governmen ts to help alleviate the depressed a itwation i n which the 

majority of t he population of Newcastle found themselves. The 

newc:astle a nd Northumberland Benevole11t Society W{Els one e:·:ample. 

This soctety had been a~tive since 1884 and aimed to relieve the 

dPstitute poor and sick. Thia society offered 'indoor· relief in 

an asylum and 'outdoor' relief in the form of c l othi ng and mo n ey 

for mr=als a1;d b e d s. <U In j922 the society was " abls to some 

extent to lessen tha distr~ss that was so widespread in the 

district '' ~ dist r ibuting 1 7 266 pounds in relief. (2) Th e Federated 

Society of Boilermakers, Iron Shipbuilders and Struc tural Iron and 

Steel Workers of Australia was well represented in Newcastle and 

maintained an Unemplcysd Distress Relief Fund . (3) Thsse two 

organisations were sor-ely tJ'"ied clurir1g tile 19'20's by t h e enormous 

<1> s .. Gray? ~§~£~§t!g_in_thg_0C§§t_Q§QC~§~iQQ 1 Newcastle, p.l4 

( 2) J.Ji!i.£!" 

( 3) 1~i9. · 
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tide of demands on their funds, to the point where in 1929 ths 

Newcastle and Northumberland bensvolent Society was taken over by 

the Hospital Commission of N.S.W. The Federated Society of 

Boilermakers, Iron Shipbuilders and Structional Iron and Steel 

Workers of Australia's relief fund by 1929 could only offer small 

irregular payments to their members. <4> Thus ~ll sectors were 

feeling the pressure of unemployment, narrowing resources and the 

downturn of the economy. 

Local gover-ntnent .:\i cl to de-sti tute c::lii 1 (::Ir-en j. s shown in this 

extract from the Newcastle Morning Her•lci dated January 1st 1932, 

"on the 1 ast day of 1931 the Ledy Mayoress, Mrsc J . F'ar-ker­

requested: Newcastle Relief Depot di$trjbute l iberal slices of 

Christmas pudding to over one hundred of t h e poor children of 

N~wcastle. The 301b puddings were made by a former army cook. 

These children would otharwise have had littls opnortunity to 

enjoy this usual chri$tmas dish''. (5) The Newcastle Branch of the 

Auatralian labour Party on January 6th? 1932 organised a 

"Christmas c:hee1'" Benefit " for the chil.d1ren of its unemployed 

members "it was a grselt surc:ess". (6) On tl"ie 6th Jam .. l<ffy, 19;:;3 the 

Maitland Relief Committee organissd a clothing distribution among 

tl·ie ne~dy. "Thi-:i relief committee s!E!c:n~tml,..Y reported that:. bo;H?s o f 

Military clothing had been distributed to nece~sitous c•ses: 20 

pairs of boots and 4 overcoats have been distributed by the 

committee. Items remaining are~ 11 tunics, 8 hats, 3 pairs of 

br-~eches all of which have been held in hand until further 

necessitous cases were investigated''. (7) Boxing contests ~ere a l so 

(4) lgig. p 15 

(5) Newcastle Morning Herald, 1st January, 1932. 

(6) !~l~· 6th January~ 1932. 

(7) l~i~· 6th January, 1933. 
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organised by the Maitland relief Committee as a fund raising 

ventur• and at the sam~ time served as a reasonably pric~d 

ente1~t.ai nment. 

Many public works were undertaken by the Unemployed Relief 

Council. These works were made possible by grants from the State 

Gove1""nment .. !n the! 1\1,.M.H. ,J~~nuary 6th, :L9:;::;3 " The Mj n ister for 

Labour and Industry told the Unemployed R~lief Council, yesterday 

that 3,766,373 pounds had been made available for unemployment in 

N.8.W. the amount was to ba di~tributed by the WatRr Board~ 

Cotmr.:ils 7 F'ublic Works .:1 11 ci Education 11 
.. (8) In the l\lewca~;tle region 

the public works made available by the grant included the 

Chichester Pipeline duplication from Chichester Dam to Newcastle, 

Wallsend and Cessnock cirai n age, Cessnock baths, drainage and river 

improvements at Maitland. Many men from the New~astle area also 

worked on the road whic:h was built at this time from thR Northern 

Tab 1 el ands h j ghway to the c:o<;tst 9 from Tamworth to Port Mac: quari e. 

On 30th June, 1933 a c:en sue ~as taken, it showed n~arly ~8% of the 

cities male workfcr c:e was either unmmployed or partly employed. 

The depression left no part of life untouched. (9) 

Throughout Newcastle as a result of the depression distress, 

makeshift housing sprang up, and in scmm c.:1ses thts housing lestad 

well into the 1960's. Th e State government was slow to take up the 

rmsponsibility for food reliPf far the unemployed and it virtually 

rmfused to help with sheltar. Whether they l i ked it or not, the 

Newcastle Councils became involved wi th the problem of depression 

housing. The usual pattern for the homeless unemployed was to 

oc~upy an area of Crown or other public land and to erect soms 

kind of dwelling on it. People lived in these rent fres or paid a 

<8) I2i f!" 

<9> J.C. Docherty~~~~~a5tl~-Ib§_~~tlog_gf_~U-0Y§t~lii!Q_~i~~~ 

Sydney~ 1983. p 151. 
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nominal rental to the Lands Department for 'Permissive 

Oc~upancy'. <10> Unamployment camp s as they w~re known? existed at 

Adamstown? Clyde Street, Merewether, Platts Estate, Platts 

Channel, Stockton, Wallsend (known as Hollywood)~ Birmingham 

Gardens, R.S.L. Diggers at Parry Street~ Mayfield West, Nobbys and 

Sho1rtJ.a.nd. (11) Tlie s l"lacks 01r h1.1.mpies in whic:h the c·amp dwel:lers 

lived were made of any material available: canvas, corn bags, 

kerosene tins, old timber or freshly cut bush logs, old tr~mcars, 

cab i ns of disusad cr~nes, large pipes or tanks, <12) in fact 

anything which could be made into a shelter. One shelter at the 

Mayfield West Unemployed Camp consisted cf a humpy ~nuged into the 

side of a sloping hill. It had a hard ground floor with guttering 

macim to catch precious rain water in an assembly cf drums. The 

beds ccmsisted of bL1nks o ·f bush timber, 1.:H::>pc,;i;rated from ·l:.t1e earthen 

wall by sheets of tin and t:orn bags opened out to make a. sturdy 

1 ining. "l\lot as pretty ~s w<al l-pape1~ but a great. d1~.a1.tght 

stopper '' . C13) At Platts Channel Camp~ on ths river ban k, houses 

were built en stilts and jutted 04t across the mud. The people 

gained access by packed earth tracks between the houses and the 

bank. At high tide water Elapped under these houses. Sanitary 

Qrrangement s were simple; Beneath the wooden toilet seat a hola jn 

the floor facilit~ted the passage of wastes into the river where 

th~ current ca~ried it away. Dangerous to health, but in those 

days ccmsi clered nc:i more poll 1..1tant than tl'"ls st~el wc1~1r.s 

discharge. C14> Tips and dumps in and arcunrl Newcastle wers 

scavenged by the unemployed for mater 1 ~ls to build and improve 

c10> Gray, ~§~~~~tl~_io~~~' p17. 

C1J) ~. Fox <eci> ~ QgQt§§§iQO_DQ~O-YD~~~~ Sydney, 1977. p92. 

C12> Gray~ ~~~~@~tl~_io~~~' p17. 

<13> Fo~ Ced>, Qg~~~~~i~a_QQ~n~~~' 

C14) lt:!i.f! . p 85" 

p8Ll. 
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their dwellings. National Parks sports ground was at first a tip 

where people collected copper, brass, bones, tins, bottles and 

1··ags. " 'l:hl=l poJ ic:e l,...PgaJ"'decl us .as c:; 1··· :i.m:i.nals b1..,~t we h.?:'d tr.:i 

1 i ve " . <:L 5) 

The Carrington reserve camp w~s popul~rly known as Texas 9 

apparently because it was originally an area on which people ran 

horses. One man moved into Texas in 1930, after he had lost his 

job as an ironwor ker at the B.H.P. ~ and stayed there, until he 

moved into St. Joseph's Home for the Agerl in 1956. (16> Carrington 

was an area cf high unemployment and low incomes a n d the council 

was sympathetic towa~ds the people living in Texas. The couneil 

attended to their water supply and resisted the Land Department's 

at tempt is to remove the carnp. Hol 1 ywood camp situated between 

Wallsend and Lambton, did not recejve such understanding 

treatmen t. This area had been used for camping sjnce at least 

\920 9 and as late ~s 1945 residents were still carrying w~ter long 

distances in kerosene tins; neither Wallsend or Lambton Council 

being p r epared to accept responsibility for the wall being of the 

c a mp people. <17> Nobby's camp situated en a pat~h of beach known 

as Horseshoe Beach came in~o existence as a result of StatP and 

Commonwealth Government aasistance. In mid 1930 there were at 

least 170 men camped around Newcastle beaches and because the 

Newcastle council was not prepared to leak after the men, outside 

intervention was necessitated. Thm Federal Government $Upplied 

tliirty tents and sufficient di;<ies for 120 men, the State 

Sovernment was to subsidise the council to cover the wages of a 

caretaker for three months. Thus Nobby's camp came into being and 

( 15) lQ~Q- p86. 

<16> Gray, ~§.!C;l!:.sa!:le_i!J..:..!!...:..' p:l.4. 

(17) ll;!i.f!· 

Pao!? b 



1 • .:I 

• 

under the appalled eyes of many Newrastle residents seen became a 

regular part of the Newcastl• $Csne. <18) Ncbby's camp was 

disbanded in 1937~ a few people were helped by the Unemployed 

Hm.1sing Trust 9 b1..1t the majority of its oc.-c1.1pants went ontt::> Pl.:\tt 's 

Estat~ in Waratah, and some of the dwellings uaed then, wer~ still 

in dispute ln the 1950's. (19) 

The Great Depression in Newcastle for the great ma~ ority of 

the cit~s poµulation can find its ol""igins in the '1922/23 

recsssion . From this point onwards unemployment was a way cf life 

I 
for many. Th~ unemployed camps persistence indicates both the 

length of the depre;.ssi on e:·: per- i ence in the n;:gi on and the 

inability of the Newcastle City Council to take decisive steps to 

house their disadvantQged. The many relief organtsattons and 

I 
committees only minimally eased the unemployed persons lot. 

Newcastle was a place wh~re hardship had long existed, and '' making 

du and lasting out 11 hC:\d bec:om~ a way of life. 

( 18) 19!.f! . 

(19) 1.~iQ.. p20. 
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jVjr-s KnthU~r:.·n JQMPS> \-'JCIS b1:.irn in f• ;==ter stH1rT1? Sycin==y ). r·1 

!909. Si i-: yea1~ s 1Ai::e1'" she moved to Newc:astlr~ wh~?r· e she ha1?. 

heen Cl l"'e$icle-nt e ve1r sinco. ThP. ea!'"ly pi:\rt n+ .~Irr:. ~!!::IMP·~· ·, 1fC1 

is not coven'~d 1n th:i.c::; in'l:ervi.ew, tht:J rnBin tl1eme bt=;;,nq, Mt•s 

Jonel". ' 1.1+1~ ai · t.c~1'" he~:- mar·-r-1age~ atnr1 hr~1~ memcw.to~1 o·f lier ~'tfE.' 

in l:hc D~prei.;!;;ir.m VP.=\l'"S ns ;O\ wr.imr.1n, wi.fe:h mai:.her and 

homemrd:•er .. 

n1.1rir~~! oui- :interview Ml"'c> t'Tones vi.vtc1:i.y n:n::Rlls t.r•r 

11121o 1orie~ d·F this dt~fii::ult: t:iei~:tod oF ht=.:r li ·fe, bL1t B'5 -ChF. 

1nterv1aw prcqresseA she displays a f~eJi n Q o4 re$olv~ h~ h~r 

si"i:.u;::i.t ton . T l"le rln~P .f,'7!mily t:~r::ls .;,1nrl sh.:1r:i.r1g pf ne~t=-!='ls.itios. 

s.~tc>m to tJond t.li~ " Jr.:in1?s 11 family 't"'.age"£:11er. 

As was the ~ase of sn m~ny m~rried couples in those 

ti mm=.. t-lr-s Jones' husbE,nci, B1 l l ._. ~-Jas 1memp1 ayEd, B1'-~ sl\1? 

i:;t.nted i•1,..lgl1-t-: fn:im the starl.'. 11
• He jo1.11ed the clr.\Lly p1'"ocess~:tr . .m 

r.i.f the l1unr.lr-Pds of mel"1 goi nq b.:i the ~!-eel workn tn sP.8 'I. f 'i ~ hEt) 

m:ight: girt R c::IF.iys wr.:w·k 1 111 most l'.:C'.l!;Jr:~$ tn no avr.\i 1" 1 11t~s li.:i1"'li=!S 

rt.'?c:;i l \ PLi how f cw the 1 inemol oyi:~d there wat-1 nn money .O.\Vi:\'l. ~ abJ. e:­

as s nrial secur•tYv the go~~rnment would D1Ve tM~se famlli~c 

· tt ckets' to bL!Y groc:~rl. es and othtu· l:>Rs~. l: nec:eSfH -c 'l rm. 

The owning of ~ house fer the vast majority of wo~k\nQ 

~lass people in the period nf Depression w0s an impns~ibJ­

dream . Mrs Jones states th~t m~st peorl~ were ronttnG th~ir 

ht:.use~; "'t th1 s ti m~ 1 her f ·irst house was rran'l'.erl 1ro;- 9 

shjllings a week. Ev8n though some house~ were reasonably 

pr~cad thE msjority o+ people coul d nnt ~fford the deposit. 

The rent.ad houses wen~ moder-a tel y f11 r-n i shed c.1s n·1-f 1 ec:tc:'d i:..!11;J 

f inanc1.a1 s1tuation cf the r esidents. 

Mrm Jones recalls the different thinas men woutci rio to 

earn money. Selling clothes prcpa for clothes , L"eB, raib·~ 

• .:. ·1-1n1~- ' .":' 



1-abbLt trapr:i.-nq, and st;ll1nq col1er.:teci Llol:tleh. She state~. 

''evE'rybndy was try5 ng All stJrts r1f h•ngs 

Entel'" tai 11m~nt r:om:1. ~tNI r:i-f tio.t ng t,t> 't: t1·H?c\t" 1"' .'.;\ 

1i0111 .. f, Hi'.~ 9 tllP 1:01::>t. be~. nc:1 tht'et)Oenr t?. l. n n -"\ft'. >Jl"'rmr.in "'nc:i 

shilLing ~t night. Vaucioville act• Rt the Vi~torla c•c.d:r1:;: 

Newc:.'.'\•'~t~.e wer-t> cil~o pcipulal"', ~nc: not ~~q.:it'nGlV \.l PM=:>--· 

s:i.~>1:~1~.1 sh[!) 1'"9<.:C1l ls.1 ooften aavr,~ chi:::· f<:urd :ty m•,r1ey to go t 

pictures, while sne mlnda~ tne children. He Pr UP~ ric1 

e.1mpl<:Jyed as a bi::\r m.::\irl 1:\li(I tli121~i:nr.i1'"'E: ht::iv.l no som~· !n1:mt·y .1 

hc, ~r;;iFd 1:1111s<:1 memh~;··s of h~~r f."1m:i.J.v · n neod. 

Stq:1Eirme1d.:ets C\~ wr :-mow t.riern t:rirl<\y r.ii cl rmt Gild. s~ .. 

we~e big groce~y shcp~? hcwevPr thP t't: 1 e cnr:-ner she) 

serv·i. r:~r.l tl"ie rH~ec::ls o-f t.11e nP.:i ghbour1·1clod. 8;,1~~er~-; Cf:\mH i31-r1L .• n 

tha neiqhbourhond, as we~l as m1!kmon ~ ~~ n 

threr~penc:f?l '"' pi.nt. T<.:i s11pp i. ement 
; 

t1·1t:1 ·r:ami .I . .l.J ~-= d'l.2t !T1C.ll1 y 

hous~hol di;:; greciw t:,e:o•:i I own V9Cjt?tJ:i!:' ~ P.S t.:JI'"" ~=!r{H'. c:hl c:·::en•.=.. 

tl11~i r b,:\ck y~rrl£'l. 1"11 ... ~ .7oric:::!::' w~s 110 e:·: 1::ept, i. on to l '\ .. !?i 

pracr ~- ce· ~ sh11 st;;\te.s 1 
11 tr)mr~tc12c:; ng hi' 

sul:Cf.:?Ss in the c.JC:.ll'"Ch~ri"., 

All thrOUCTh th~ interviPW th• financ1al situatlon of 

l:l1e c:omm1mity sl1CJwi.:.:1d i:M1'"ough. (-) more t:i~ s:i.c: \ife sr.yle S,e..e"'-c.>d. 

t·.o e:o st· 9 an ace J? ·1+.~mce by f'il~s .Jon Of h?r ..-, cu-

,: C\m:· f , ,c; ''H'l!t.t,;,"\t 'I OP s rvtrlPnt. Mr~ Jones reca~i~ h 

~1hot11gr-;;pherCj anc:iths1- nxampl I? CJ·f men t1~y ·~ nq '.:a earn a V l 11l' .. 

Fo1~ those i.)eOpl~ ltnluc•ky f:mnugh to l'HW(;~ no hc:rns1.n 

5l"t:Ut.-d~ion L~ e:ts c-=:d:remely c:Uf7jc;ult. • Joneh 'C:c:1 

"q1.1n pit.s" at S·\:nck·l:on o~nnq usecl for ,m.('l'l.t1<~. Tb e 

11. f'· b1..nl'.: ~lt:JPi:'.I the Htmter F'\:i, Vt~I'" neat" 1-le}d·i;~m" an 

sh~nty town near Jesmonci named Hollywood. The~~ WC-t· e" 

1. ess -F or"'tL1n ~tr;:· T.ii8n Mn:. Jor1es ~·or <'";\s slia ,,,'t',:P.S "my V'f:.. 
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Bot1 F'r-ic;e~ I'm J n t e 1 ... v1ew1ng Mrs ~(at:.h Junes~ r~i:;ide11t. o+ 1'lc:tyflf!ld F~.-::1s;t, 

on h~r thoughts on the depres~ion ye~rs, ~5 a wife, housewt~e 

and mother. l'ir-s Jones., we1'"e you bcwT1 in l\IEWi_.astle? 

KaLn Jones: No, Sydney i n a place cal l ed Petersham . 

Bob F'1'":i c;ey And what. year ~-.ias thet? 

K~th Jones~ !909 CN~neteen hundred anci nine). 

Bub Pri~ec Anci whGn did you move to Newcastle? 

hMch Jones: We left Sydney when I was s1~ years old an~ came to liv2 in 

Newcae~le in Mayf islci. 

Bob Price: You moved straight to Mayfield? 

l<ath P1-:i. c:er. Yes. 

Bob Pr1ce~ Wnere aboute in Mayf1~ld did you move to? 

l<ath Jones: A little a . • a . • l ittle street calleu street Littlo George 

Street near Dangar Pa~k. 

£.ob P1'"ice: f.)r1tl when d.i.d yoi..1 movP. tr;i 801'"1'"ick St1-eei:.".' 

Kath Jones: Oh wi:ll, we stcayed i n • • stayec:I l.n Mayfield -Frn,- a good wl1tlP 

and then we shifted to Stock ton e.~nd from i::here I got:. mr.11·-r i ed .1 

and when l get married we came ba~k to Mayfield. 

Bob Price: What year were yoµ married? 

Kath Jone~; 1928. 

Bob p, ... i r.:P-~ And t hat war~ the stc::11-t of tl\E dt~pn>~e::ii on yi;;·i':\n:; for· yrn.1"r' 

l<ath Janes: Yes, I'd say it wEis, ~bot..\l:: ·!:he: start. 'ves and when l'.-C:"1r-1.>Jh~? 11 

:C was • . evt'!1~yt:ine start j, ng to g et ou-~ of wo1·· t( and yL-:iu co1.1l dn 't 

ge<.. anythin~ goin~J· Chap l.'.hat J ma1'"r·ied, 8111 donF?s, hP. w.-as a 

baker 1 and th~ baker that employ~d him, a Mr knos +rem 

Mayf1~ld, he couldn't afford to p~y his wages so he said he 

Ha$ gonn~ get his nephew to work fur nim cause he'd t~km le~ 

weg~s, 50 he put my husban d 8111 off, and he w~s out of war~ 

r ignt from t h e start. w~ went tc live with his sister because 

we hadn't anywh~re to live and he used to •• e r .. go t o t h e 

F'E•ge ~ 



Bob PrlC:er. 

steE1l wo1,..ks with other men every rnc:i1··-rii ng 7 and :1. ·F your name w.:\s 

called cut, you might get a day's work, and if ' 

well you just went home and came the naxt day. 

1vc.11:m ' t , 

At those times, Mrs Jo11es 1 wa~ then~ any soc:i.al sec:urity or 

dol.8 ~s then~ is tciday -fo1,.. uni;~mployed ._:)eople? 

Kat11 Jones: There nothing like there is today, you never, ~t any time got 

any money given to you. Vou used tu get a ticket-ar-maybe fer 

groceries~ it might include meat but i forget that but 

anyt.liinc;J Ydl..t ~D1:: (jn t.1·1.::1·\: ticket, you had ta i;j8't: al'L at OflC'.8~ 

yo1..1 1:;QL1J dn 't like l save som e~ of it 'Li 11, for ancd.:hElr· wei?I( you 

had to take it all at the one time, which meant that by the 

end of the ti .. the-the wRa~ or fortnight or whatever 1~ w~s 

everything would bR stale, and um, if you never had enough 

c:lcrthes, thP.re: was places i n town when? yo1.1 1:01.1ld <;;;Ci·, r-1..m :1y 

the <.;JOVEffnment, yoL\ c:oL1l d get shoes, .and if you were r1E1v1 ng .::1 

b<ii1by, you got: whe.t they call a layeb:C?, ~a1'· notturig. from tl'1c> 

government and that consisted of just th9 bare S$5enti~ls to 

have the baby a dozpn nappies~ three little night dresses, 

three singlets, and that's about ~11 .. a b9nnet and shawl, 

tha:\: 's rigl1t. 

Bol') 1::·n. ce; You s~id you w~r~ living with soms relations when you were 

first in Mayfi~l d, did you pool the resources, those tick8t6 

you were talking about, did YOtJ share them to9ether? 

•~th Jones: Yes, yes~ we ah •. thay t1seci to~ they were out Df work too and 

they useci to put theirs with ours and we'd do the be~t tt1a~ 

we could. Wasn't much thance of getting any halp. ~ly •. my 

mother, her husb~nd: my stepfather, ll~ wa~ ~ ~b~l trirnmsr~ 

bwt he was out of work, but he had a bit of money in the 

bank, and they could get •. they could qet money and when 

t hey .. when they tolci them that when tho strike w~s ov~r, 
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wlial~i::ver they'd •• the government ~iad g;i.ven, qiv~n ti-1em, they 

would have to repay it, b ecauae t h e banks WPre closed sc you 

cou ldn t ju-st draw you1~ mon~~y c.1l.d: 7 so 1"1r1en the, wMen tne 

things got batter, and , m •• Peter! my stepfather went back to 

work 1 ah he ah had t o pay the money b~~k a nd e ver yo ne around 

where they lived a t Stoc kton~ becaus~ they ci1dn't have any 

money in the b.;:;.nk, none of them had 'to PC:'\Y i ·1: bC:IC:k, tht:?y Wt:\• 

just allowed to have it. lt was ano~ner came cf those th~t 

w~ste their money always get on the best. 

Bob F'1~:i.ce~ This strika.• you were talki n g abr.iut .c what yea1" c11cl T..hat stt!\rt., 

Was it a v~ry long str i ke? 

Kath Jones: I th:ink, l n~ally th:irik 1:l1at it started i n t<:;>:d7 be1.:a.use rill.It'll 

u sed to t alk ab-QL.rt. il: . Thcmt's what I think~ r U\ •lrik :i.t rt"~ll'f 

i,;>l: .::~rted in aboLtt l 927. A few yee:11'"s i{: We\$, nl'i::.ogt.:othr.w·. T1"12 

E1.H.F·. vH?r·e 1 1'1 it l.oo. 

Bob F'1-i ce~ Mrs Jones, yot.1 ms:inti oned the government giving you a l r.1yC't te> 

I tti i nk yo1..1 s.si.ici 1 ·For the t:hild1"e11 . 

J(ai.:11 J ones= Ft::ir one haby .. The baby t:hat vu:ts r.iL.le ~ and •• 

Bob Price: And you had children during the depressi.on years? 

t:~ath Jonr:?s~ Onra mars.. The fl rs t g i rl wa'=> bor·n :t n J. 929 i\Mc:l 'i:h&m thR newt 

ens was •• and we had a real bad struggle ~ll th~t time. So did 

everyc~rH:l i:lse.1 .::rnd whe?n 1 h ,:;tcl the newt child il: 1..ias H 1 1934, 

and by then, just about then my hu~band had got a job at the 

ste-::~lworl~s. Yo1 1 wo1-ked one week a11c.I hC:11.:i oni: we:H:=l~ off 1 ant:' 

we .• we were a good bit better off. As w~s everyone, but 

because, you knew, you never had ~nything, you really n eedeo 

ever~yth l nc;i to start off .m c;Jai n. BLtt we so1~t of mancig£~d f1-0111 

the11, b~tt.e1~ , i t: w.a iif>n 't. ov1a1·· but it. ~·.•as •• um •• o~'t.tltlr- ti1~n 1.t. 

Wi~,r:~ H 

Bob Price: With your first child, did you gp to the hospital to have tne 
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baby? 

f=~.:;1th Jc:1rH:.''.:;; No, l had the b<\by at hc:Hne?,, In t1·1ose dilly%, most t)FmplF.: h;;id 

the bab:i.es at home. There w ... there was a coLtple of pr:tvatP. 

hosp~ta:Ls, 01ie. down l"lay·Held, ·two do~1n Mayf:i.Rln 9 and a :.cJl o.f 

people used ta go there~ but the biggest maJa~1ty of women 

hac.l their bab l es at l1orne 1 and the~ doc.tor t-JOtl~ d gon~~ral 1 y b'-" 

there ~t the birth. And •• er •• then you'ci •• the midwife, and the 

midwi-t:i:=., yo1-1'd send for the rnir.lw:i·fe +;lnsi:, <3nd st1e was C.\ 

nurse too, I suppose, and uh, then when the ci~ctcr came that 

was the finish of him and th~ nurse came evury day for nine 

d~ys .1 and yo1-t s'c..ayr~ci .i r1 bed ·for n :t ne cJay~ 1 n t h ose days, encl 

you got up t.111 th~ t ent t1 day an ri that wat:> t.he er'ld, th12 nL.U .... tal? 

neve~ came any more but you had to tak~ the baby down to tne 

doctor's surgery when you were able! to gat a ~heck over. 

Bob Price: Mrs Jonps 7 these days when people have bab~es they have 

doz~ns of nappies, baby clothes~ all tnos~ th1~gs pre0ared. 

Kath Jones: Yes 7 that's right~ that's the way it is new. But people Ln 

the, in the days of the depression they wauld •. a lot of them 

t:Ol.il cin 't i:Je.l i E)VS t. h e way th i nqs are l'ldW. Ne.:11·-1 y evf!)ryon~ h.:.\s 

a Job and nearly everyone has pl~nty nf •• p~enty of time to 

get. al 1 t.h1::~ baby 's c:lothos toi;:iethor- 1:1nd mcrst p~opl 'ri, w~l l r. 

don't know anyon~ t.hat had 'l:: h em at: home, J1-1st occ:i:1s:i.oria11 y 

you hear of it. Most people gc into onm of the big hospitals, 

where they have a rnat~rnity se~t~on. 

Bob Price~ M~s Jones~ when you moved into Garrick stteet, did yo~ buy 

tti"-1 house 01H we1~e you rent ing? 

Ka th Joneatl No we were renting the house. it was a very small one. w~ 

never hr;1d rnw:;h fUt-nltL11~e .;.t. that time. lt: .,,i~s a ve1~y small 

ho1..t15c.1 .:rnd WE1 1~~nt:~cl :i.t For 9 shilli.r11Js el wr:=!ek, and WR sl:ayt~d 

thei~e in th.rd: pJacE:? for abo1..1t -01·1-til.l i;he eldest g~. i-l. WC:l.!3 
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about 16 7 anci then a lady across the rRad 7 that ciwneci this 

house that we're living in now, she •. we we re both renting d 

t hat tim~ , a nd s h e changed h ouses. She . . well we got the 

bigger one , and she Look the little one, anc then as time 

went on~ ~.,t~ had the:~ opportun:i t.y to pay c:1 dt:·posi t and WE? ~1ot w 

l. can through the l:i1.d. l ding st.-:ic:j P-t.y to pay the house of+. 

Bob Pr:i. ce: Dur-i ng -Chose c:lep1··es:d on ysars c:lid many people O\·ir. tho). r ow-1 

l"\ome!::i ~ or· WE're mos·!:'. people re11t:L1ig? 

l<~th Jone:.1'5~ Most people Wf?t-e rentinr,i, O:\t'1ci '.i.f yc1..1 •• t>Je hc.1ci i::1 c:o1.1ple o-F­

chances. One good chance was i f •. if you had 50 pound~~ y~u 

could put it on this house that was there. You could pwt th8 

50 po1..mds on c."tnd they we1~e gonrio:.1 sel 1 it fen~ ~on j'lounds, p1.1t: 

the 50 pdL1nds down and pay .::\ poL111 d a w1~ek.. ~~e coul d 11 • t gl·::!t 

the 50 pounds f~om a ny where. None of us had st . So we 

i:crn1dn 't get that one. But~ i-10., most peoplP vJE::n-:> 1-eni:1ng 

1;01..tses:. They were pr· et.ty ha1"'d tCJ gt:.:it, 11Llt mr:ire plentiful than 

they are now. 

Sob Pd. ceg 1"he ho1..\SP. y o L1 moved into :in Gor-r·i t::I~ str~H·::t. .1 tD re11+. •1 W::IH thtn. 

a h.1lly fw·ni5l'lsd hm.1se, or t.iit:! yo1..1 have tn ~:w-11i.sh it:. 

yoursel+? 

fC:.~th .J1:mes: W~ll Wf:? lived •• w1o~ sh:i.ft.ecJ frorn the :1.:~tt .. te orie c:1i:r'ni-~.~ the 

r- oeici, we had chat ·furnished. but only in a very mooerC\te wc:\y. 

It had .• it only had one b~circcm and a sort cf a dining room 

and a little kitchen. When we moved over to the other one~ 

that was bigg~r, ~nd we g r adua lly got eNlrb bits Qf 

f urn itur s. Some pe~ple, ab they got work, lot of our 

i-1::1lations:;, they use:d to get: i:l1inys on b.rnc: payoH.=nt, but I 

would never cic th~t because I was always too short of money, 

and I thc:>L1ght scJme·i::tung might h c;1ppe1·1 ;:,u·1d y1,1.1 l'IC:lLL.dn • t ae .:tb.l. r:.· 

to PAY it, uo we never got v~ry mu~h un~il latar .. 
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£.~ob F'l"'i c:~: Ym,1 me11t :i ont:.~cl thF~ little l''°Ll~i::l Ci\c:r·oss ·tl,e roiad from the one 

you're livi11g i n now . Wh~t year did you move into tn~ 

l~ath Jones! Oh, about, about L9 •. about 1930, it wo~ld be. 

ht:>us&1 

Bob p,~1 ce: Yeah, we.l. l the.t 's mon: or l ss!!; the c:3epressi on years. 

kath Jon~s~ Oh yes it's still the d~pression but it was starting to 

i mprc:lv~ ~ but not VL'!1··-y mL.tch, the1'"e were st-i l 1 l1wuh·c:·d~~ (:>Lit Cl 

work, and men 1.1se>Li to do all sorts of thJngs. TiH;:•y 

L1 •• they .. :i. 11 thc·se days if .• ~nyone that l1ad ti horsE· and i.::ar l­

o!"' c:oL11 d get a t t::Jan of one~ they'd qo 01-rt:. in the bt.1i-:>t1 iilnd 

cu .. and cut trees down and sell the •• make the branch~s into 

c:l oth1;:s r>rops ., and tl1ey · d cotn1? 1 ... 01.1nd SJ. nq.L ng 0L1t "clothes 

props, p •. c:). ot.he5 pl" ops~ 2 nnd 6 each., '1 .:ind that - s. 

wh•t •• that's how they m~de a living ~nd some men'd go 

r-ab •• rabb:i. t tnlppi ng ~ arid thoy · d r.:omr~ round arid St7'!1 l rc1bbi 't!:'.i. 

Pr~tty ~he~p. 81xpenc~ each they were. Anci also, pecp .. man 

LI&~d to coma round selli ng bottles. No~ sell~ng bottl~s 

c:ollec:ting bottles. A hc=\'penny l:!ach they'r:t g.:i.ve yoL\ 9 01- t?lUe 

a lolly stick. Wa5 ~~J sorts~ eve~ybody was trying A~l sort8 

of things to get a few bob . 

Bob Price: During the 30's, early 30' s, what sort nf thlnqs a1d ynw 

fc1r c.m I~ertr.:\i. nment:? Wh~n yoLt •• yc:ill wo1.~l rl h.;.1ve bt:·~m •. l10;1ci yov.nn 

childr~n, anJ ngwly m~rried •• -
l•::o'\th ... 1c.lni:!s: Y~s, that's right .• don 't .• I can 't just put me finger on 

wh~n wjrelesses came in, but the m~i11 thing vau useo to GD if 

you had.,if you coulci g~t the monoy, was •• we livsd in 

M~yfie.d and wasn't ~ery far to wal,k up to the Tigh~s H~ll 

t~ie~tre on Maitland Road ln Tighes Hill. Th~t's near 

May1·:Le:Lci. Anrl yoLl could go 9 you cot.:li:l •• in the c:.dt IClOM yC:1U 

~culci gat in fo~ thraepen~~w and in thG night it was a 

shllling. And r .. and l~ you went i n t he afternoon~ the f~ids, 
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it wou ld be get •. threepence to go in and a penny to spend. 

An d that's mostly wiiat peopl.!=! dj cl,, Thft.!y utsed. , p~1op. , t:l 1e 

p.i.1:t1..1r c~s w:;rati ·1:1j Q-0 on t.w~. r.:e Cl WE?i.~k. 1.>Jedm::::~de1ys e1nd Satl.lr"Piay 

~ftqrnoon and Saturday night. And some~imes besides thu 

pi. ctl.t1 .... es? it might be hal -F pi c"l:ures 1 .:;1.-1d 1·1el f v&Lt<jsv1 l .l t). 

They" d h c,1ve a f t-1w vaud~vi U. e acts on as wc:1l l .. Tney wert? VfiWY 

populai- :i.n thnsfJ ci.:.ws Val.ld?.ville.1 Val.tdev:tl.Le acts" Lot of 

peoplR came t.a l~ewcastl e ~ and some went and w .. i.:c:irnb;.11e1J 

t heirs with .. with the picture~ ~na othorm went tnto the 

Victoria Theatre ~nd had a ~ull vaud~ville ~how. Nothin~ WdB 

vP-1 .... y e}:pens:lve. 

Bcib F'h c~:: ThesP. vaudeviJ.1E~ acts 1 we1-e tl-iey peoplt0 from Syrlnt?.·y or just 

l 1::ic:al g1~oups? 

Kath Jones: Ne, they were what they ca1l pr~fessionals mostly 9 from 

S~dney or whe~e ever. 

i:'.lob it'1··i .c:e~ r11e Vi ctoria Tliead:.re~ whs1~.s> w.si.\a that? 

l<.=i.th Jone<:;: V'i. c:;tor·i.;;, Theatre~ it. was ·in Perkins St1··eet. Arid-ei.1-1-now ;1. ts 

bee11 •• tvl1•·. ,. l:he Ee:\stham broth1;?rs !E',e), 1 c:: l otl1es thers nc.lw, bL'. 

that Vlc:tcria Th9atre, as far back ag i remember 1 they always 

h~d the shows there .. Th2 f1.1l l shows, Gc::ici1·· g1? t.i,l,ml 1 f:\C::'? ~a. 1=:. 1:me 

of th~ ~1c:tr.:w·s l:h""t used to b~ .on. 

Bot. ~'r- ice~ lri those time:s 1 l1ow did yot.t go :i n to l'llGwc;astle.; d1d y1:Ju C:C:.h .. i:..l"l 

the bus or tram? 

f<Glth Jones~ No, thr.?i"P. was '!:r·ams. t'losd:: o ·fo •• 1\lht:?n Wt? •• ;i -f- we Wi:'.nteo to go t.o 

town, Wt;:!' d mor;t. l y gq by tr-;am.,. bec:.al.\S!e ther-·e v~as no bL\SES 

ti1(;:n ~ ,.._r\t:"J it l.\Sed to •• ah . • to go t'"iOh·c i1'I" ! t1i'i.l1k for .Oin 

"1ciuJ.t, ~t Wcis U11'"Eepence, antl for- r.::tvildreri it 11¥•:\:3 .::1 penny~ tri 

the tram. 

~ob Priee~ Did th~ whole family g o tc these shows together, dr Ju5~ you 

and the children? 
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~ath J~nes~ No? mostly we went by ourself. My sister used to cio a litt;~ 

bit cf bar work and she cften g~ve us the monray for ou~ fsre 

cnci so we cau'Ld gD~ she'd stay home and mind the children. 

Bob Pri cc·~ 

W •. well~ when ~s went tc the pictures we ~sad to all go 

together. We'd wheel the kiddies up in ths pram. 

So in those days, it was more if you weren't working, tho 

p~ople who W8re working us~ci t~ help the On8S that weren·~. 

l<ath ,Jon'.:s: Yes, your 1-t:J.a·i;ions did. My motrlar lived a'\.: Stockton, unci 

when we first .. when we lirst moved into thw litt18 house, we 

neve1~ had anything~ and shs: gt<1Vti! LIS some o-f ht:!r" ·h.1rnJ tura so 

tnaL we could make it fairly presentable. And enyone .. anyona 

t.11ai:: had anything ., any of our relat ion·~, yo1..1 i~now, eve?r-y•:>nt..: 

give any •• anyqne els~ a hand. And the ones that were working, 

.::11.ways 011 payd.~y, thi?y i:-\:1. w.:1ys ga~ • gavP s •• t11e oneH t~1mt 

\rJ&rc:n't. wor-ldng, a parcel of ~p-bc:~ries, m· somet"hir1t;J· Might 

be jus·~ .::\ po1.tnd of bLrl:ter 01'" some bre<:l.C: ~ b;.1t· we 1.,iere in d 

t;;Jood fami.ly, the .. 1ones,, Thew~ 1111.:~s qLd.'c.e r.:i. lo~: o·f: b»rcm, tHHi 

they all hel p~·cl e.:.tch other. f-klc:I f 01~ ent0rtai.~ n1ri~nt bE!si ci~s the 

µ1ctureg, they us~~ to play cards in e~ch ethers houses. Not 

only the Jones· lJut Lhey had f ri snd.s. Anyt.hJ. ng to? you ... ~now, 

to get a bit of entertainment into your llfe. Yau Ju~t 

ac:1:eptecl it. You di cln • t knoi-~ things wt=1··~ gc:ir-1i--:c.1 g~t 1Jt.1<:>c:J.. You 

Just dldn't know tha •• well, I've never had it good. Never 

ever. We w<:1s alw~1ys". my father· use<.: ·i;c be rn•. sr?l l f·ru1.t •1U­

of a cart and we used to always be, you know~ on the bre~Ll 

lineJ sor .. l". of. 

Bob Pr~. c:E:.•;: In tl1e.se days~ Mr-~ Jc:>nes .1 the food you buy~ tlm1e • 5 qui to c.\ 

big var-iml:y c::if -food and :Luts C:.\l1d lot.so; o·f t:ll ·Pferen·t items on 

the supermarket shelves. ln tha 30's wnat was the food like 

in 'l:hm:;e days? 
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Ka'i:l"l Jont:!s~ ~<JeU like L.it wc:1sn't.: .1.:i.ke it 1s now. Ah • .ioJ~ll mostly thei"·e 

was no supe1"'ll1.:\t''l:,r.;:t,ra to sta1-t witl'l. 1~)nd ttH~~ .pmople wouldn 't 

have had the money to buy what you can now. I f ct get which 

yea1 the supermarkets c:ame, bl.It you only got the th1 ngs i ram 

a little corner shop. 7here was a ~0~0le of h1gge~ qrccery 

=.hops:, you'd get wr1at you t:t?.\l l ym.\r 01-rJer· t.,lle1-e, if y13u 

ha •• if ywLt were working on pay r.!ny, but there. w.:;sn "I: th~ 

val"'iety. Thei-1;;) 1.1st?.d to be a ba •• h.:H~ers used to come ra\.-nc:.:.-, 

and .'.'\l mo rn:i. l kman used t:.o t:ornc1 ::ind yo1.1 'd go out with c:1 jug and 

you'd get a pi~t o+ milk in the •• in •. they'a turn a tap en a 

put a pint ln • . they'd have~ pint measur e and they'd put thP 

mi 11=: in t.hci.t and then pCJLW it 5. n th~· ji.tg. lnat '!~ t:hr r~epc~n 

(~11ci so1nt:>b.111C:1s while the •. wh:i.18 ·the c:h.:ip h::.!cl gone 1.1p t:he 

str~at a bit, to . . um •• serve a customer th~t hm knew had a set 

amcunt 9 a woman in the street used ta run out &nd turn the 

tap on and get hers fo~ nothing. Mrs Morten. But .• ah .. as •• as 

l s~~d it wasn't .• it wasn't as rnu~h as thmre is now. 

Bob Pr·ice,':~ Urn.·.w:i.th r-c::?gc3rd l:.o liausc-:work~ 1t~1:.l!sr1ing mach:i.nes 1 dts!01washers, 

rnicro wc:ive ovens , those s.tyle of thinCJs an~ 011ly fi'.'\.l.r-ly modewn 

inventions . 

f(ath Jones: There was ncns cf those .• there was none 'cf those. From whan 

I .. from when I was first marr i ed, many years , therm was 

nothing like the\4~ Yc::iu hnd l:.o ah •. mo~;t po~ple hao a ge.s 

coppf.~r •• sc::irn~ pec1p11;:. \:Je had a fu~1 c:oppe;-, and you used 

t.o •• t~r .• c:hr:ir up socip a1 '1cl (.'.>Llt: that i.n. The1'"e ~'lies 

no •• ~h •• wi:;, .• in those depr~siSion years, ·1:1·1 1:-.:• rt:.~ was no R:t.nso o 

F' ab or any of those sa1-t of things. Vol.1 boil everytt1.J. ng c.n 

thmn rinse them a couple of timea. Had to do every~hln9 by 

hand. Most: people hqd .::i ~~~~;;h:i.ng boc::1rd .. Vt:iu 'd l'"Ub thr;; ... put. t'1t 

towels or whatever on the washing board and rub on somo soao 
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and then scrub em. Mostly you~ nall •• ycur fingers got 

sld.nnec:i, bt?t:::C\Ll8Ci! it t'-1<'.\5 tot) 1i·e1r·d" 

Bub Price: And there were no vacuum cleaners er anything of that style? 

l<ath Jones: N •• i\lo 9 t.here was no Vc1c:1..1um cl~ ... 1nf::lrs. Moi:;t. people d:i.d1~·t: r.c.-1•/P 

any cal""pet. If y(jL\ wert'.~ l w:ky you might h.:1'1e a,.-"' bl t of 

Bob F'r :t t.: f.? ~ 

rn,.d:t j ng up ;'he hc.:.,l l 01"' some.1th ing l 1 ke thett. That'~· m1-;i1::»i: 

people,.1. :r s'pos1;· there 1"'as plenty of o·ch~lrs bet1:e1- off. 131.\..;. 

in •• you know •• all of th1:? peopl ~ tt1at l knew hiei .. c iil l on C\bout. 

tt-iE one level. 

I've b~an readi ng~ Mrs Jones~ that during t~ose t1~es, ~ots 

of people g1rew their 0~'1n vegetables. r1ici yOL\ i;:irovi YOLll' 

ve9etwblS!s? 

l ~ ath Jones~ Yee~ my hucband •• ah •• dug up the ya~d in p~a~es ~nd •. an •. ~ 

m!lii n th:i ng he grew ·chat were 21 sL1c:r.:1:;i:;s wena r.omatr.ips. He t'1P\. 

that many toma~oes~ wi~ ~lways intenrled ·i:l1.:1t we'd sr:J.l them, 

but a lot cf ether people haci tcmatDes too so ranlly, w~ 

J11(.)St ~ y k,, • kept ou1rsel-f in them. Oh bu1: 'l~h'""Y l as{;ec.1 for· a '., u"'ll~ 

time? com:i.n~J on al 1 tht: time, <."\nd ~l<:\Vl1 them tci the 

ne:tgtibour-s a1·1d i:.o our 1•·e).ati ons. And also a ... at. thal! timP, ·n 

those ciays 1 nearly evmryone kept som~ fowls. We hBd 

.;ibout •• oh •• ei glYi~ rjown the back yr-l1-d ~ .;ind ah,., you ~~f"ow ~ you' f'1:! 

suppos~rl to get e0gs, ~ut we d1dn't g~t very many eg~s. It 

used to cost us m~re tc buy th~ food than the eggs, so in th~ 

·fin.ish,1 WE! go~ d.d of t.liam. 1'tostly al::e them .rind •• ah ... one 

"c:\me~ my IH.l!;.:>band bought, wa~; rH~i:'I<"' Cl11-i.s'lf11<;"1S .; ight Bla<.:;, 

Orpinton rooster chi~lcens ~nd we kep .• fed those anc .• ~r .. wher 

it was Chris •• nea~ chrlstma5 9 we .• a .• we sold them for seven 

an six each. Which wm didn't think that was tan bad, but I 

think nowadaye~ yoy WdUldn't th1nk that was any QOQd bsc~usB~ 

by the tim8 you took off what you naia for the fooa you 

P Ci\ ~H:?' 1 (l 



didn't make much out of them. But s til l 1 we thought it~~~ 

all right. 

Bob Prj ce~ The other neighbcura in the st~eet: were they al: in 

situ~tion ~~· you finan~i~lly? 

f' ~f\ITl 

~a~h JonGs: Oh mostly, yes. Mostly t l1 ey were. Theru wa~ very +aw peo~1£· 

better c11=·f . Oii .• rno!:.;l: of •• tncist o-f t:hr.·:~ men that .t. .;_ vncl rt.iur1d u~ . . 

they g1-.;:\dl,U!\l l y got wr.ir k at tne fj .. H.P. Arid then.! w:-a;; C\ilD'i:.hP.r 

work pl ~~ce just c1ver riear the schooJ . .Ct w.t1s Lysaf1: 's, Some 

worked ther~. rut . • ah •. in the real d~pr~ssion years ~ t we~ 

very l1.:i.1'"ci 1 bLd:, ir\~ :L s.:\ic:I., it wc:1s ge:ttlng b8l'\'.:r~1'". \3y th(!! ·t:une 

we shifted across the road it wa~ a gond blt bett~r. 

Bub Pd.c:e: You've been showin<;;J me ~ornP old photos o-f. your fanrily, Mrs 

Jonc!~s~. <:ind ·t:he children. ~JC:i.s tak1rtg phott-:i!.· n ft'\l.rly ousy 

in those cimys? You do that very often? 

f(at.1 Jones; Oh yes, we :ic:u·.i&.um •• I iirtd .-l r:i:.tm1:11~a. I' d hat! it for yP-an,. 

w~s ~al led a Browni~ and j t was a box camera, and the 

'fillums' w~rs only black and white. Y~u .. a~ •. ncvar QOt 

c:o:~ oured "F:1. l l ums', they c::.:--nie Y~·••i..;i·· ·s aof tr-'!1'". V 'usecl 

to .. um,. ,take any •. take your ~hildren mostly. But nnoth~r w 

vJil:l1 phol:ogrCi\phsrs, i·f you •• when you wsnt to l':C"lwfi, Wr:tt:'.1 IT:CJS_ 

people ciici, every nQw and aga1n, you alw~ys wore a ~at, 

mo<l:ri:ly qloves, Just to go sht.:1ppi.111.:J .l.n town. Arid •• Llili •• y'~>Jeri= 

wal k:i ng al 0119 t.1"11':' ~tr~c:it ancl the1'"e wa=> phtltc.~gr-apher~ thr.o.t 

usecl to snap yo~ as you came towards tnem. One on each sicie 

of t:h a road. Whichever way you c~me: yqu'd run into one of 

t:1e::if? f.Jl101.:01;it'· .:.:pi"'lct·s ~ Glnt.:i tl12y · (.I <;] i. ve you a t:Lc:ket \'Ill t:.h c.' 

nurnbor on and you'd go to their studio in .. in on~ cf 

e;.hops ln Newcastle a11d se1!·l the photo 1 .'3nd ;i.f you want~u i!:., 

think it used tu cost about a shill1ng early~ &nd then it 

went up ta abo1.d: -i:h1~r:c:e anc:I su:. We Ll~ied to <J<:'Jt. '°"' lot of 

Pi!:\c:~t · ! 



pho~us like that. 

Bob F'r :L Ct:?~ In thD dapression years, 've bi3!Qn l'"eac:.i:l ng that: ·i:.1·1G.'l"'Et we1" E 

quite a lot cf peopl~ who didn't h~ve houses. You stat~d h~w 

you had a ho1..1s.-;, hi:\d i- elations~ but the:n-e mur.t. hdve been t ,C'imo 

p~opla who d1dn't h~ve, or weren't as lucky ~s yew. In whac 

situation were they? 

Kath Jonesn Well, therm was quite a few people like that. Soma ca~es tt1~t 

I know, over at Stoc: ~~ton Ll1ey •• up ne.:w tne bl' ea~t."1a·b:2r O.l 

a .. on a block of land, er l~nd ovar there, when the 19l4: 

19.!.8 war wa~ Dn tht:.'y b1-d.l.t gut1 ... um . • ·l:.lwy callGd it .. uni .... whc•t 

i :;:; i t? Gun •• al1 •• 

Bob Price~ Pit~. 

b~.:ith J cm~s: Ah y!=!s i gun p i't' s. Arid t.!"ley wen= underrief.\i.:h thl::l g1•·01.mi:-J ant:I 

tliey s ... I w.~~ nevE1r in tl1sm, but: i ·t seems th.;rt 17.hey had so 

mi=IMY 1-or;;ms whe;-e tl1e mac. l"iir'lt."r-Y f •. f •• firing t'lt: t:)L.IM~, w~f,. 

Well people used to live in there. And do •. ah .. cccklng on 

op~n fire WLlt the f n:int. l~Jashed tl1e':11" c::l otirn5 wl1F.w evE1'." thr:::y 

i:oulci. (·ind lhen othe1- people, l:hey bwl 1. \:: 1. i tt I. e r1uts al ang 

tMe um •. th rlve~ bank, up Hexham. There was quite a lo~ D 

tho5e. They b •• ~hey built tham out of any old tin er mater\~l 

tr1at tl'H."C\Y C:DL.t~d gni~ hoJ.d oof. Ar1yt1~11ng, yqt.1 IH1ow~ jL1st to t;m-.i~ 

thum out of the weather. They were mostly people that never 

h'"ld ~ny rel ati ans l:hat· had a hr.11.lt::ra. And no'i:.he•"' •• w1oltier 1:11, ni; 

too, relations wouldn't always give people a hand. People 

w•iw·e sel+'l.E;;h them~ j1..1r>l: J.ih? sc:irne oi- them etr(? MQW. 

Bcb P1~ i. c:e: r1rs .Jont-:!S ~ I've hF..u.\rr.I j:.len1p le talk cH '""' pl <:\en r.a'L led 

Ho:i.lywood, which wa~ nel.11'" ,Jusmond .. What ,;1~e y0Lt1~ mLlm•->rit?t.i cit 

tl11:,t pl ace? 

~<a~t1 iinnr.~s: Oh yes, the:rl:: was .. ,1.1n1 •• on the way out to Jef.)rncmd, there's .:1 

park out that w~y now. Woll it was beyond the parl= Ln bush. 

F'i:i(:JE! 
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Lt was ~11 bush there. And that wss another place wne~L · 

pt?op le l i veti.. Thay ~u. LILii ] t t hei r- hou!?es out o+ c:inyth;;. ng 

l:hr..1t t h o y c<:H .. 1l cl get. Ther:~ was 1'10 san:i. t~r-y ~ or· C1nytht .,g ·~ i i<e 

"l:h~t. J \IJas never i 11 amcm~~st i l:, b1xt: I knc~·w pecip1 ~ t.hBt 

w •• that were. And beyon d that , a h . • Hc llywood , t here's a whol e 

J. o it'. 01: peop l f? li v G!t:I t hi;:rt?. ~ b1..1t bS?YtJrid t11'"\'\_, .!.fl t'.l1i:,! bL.l~! 'l~ 

thera used to be a two-up school. And often the police'd raid 

it anc1 t11ey'd race l:h1 .. ougr1 .'"\11cl hide in t.r1E1 busri •. n • • ne.ar"' th1s 

Hollywood, and try and grab the • . er . • players that were 

playing. rt was an il l ega l g amEt .. :But •• ah •• ·t.11t.d:. w~w Hou.ywcit-:ic 

all right ~ and that was whero a Lot of people went. 

Bob Pric0: Th~ people that lived hrare, the same as the peop l e that liv~~ 

·~ n th€: ~~w1 pi ts .1 t1nd o n t l1e ban ks of the r- .i. v<=r- 1 tht;?y h .:\d no 

dmployme nt at a ll ? 

k.1t.h Jonei::;~ Wsl l ,, '.i • • l 'd ~i:\Y v1i-.eri they fi rat w1-:mt thore they hac.i rio 

emplnyment, but thoy were gradually getting a day c 

samothlno like that , but t h ey couldn't get a house where 

they · d have e1-.cu gh money to puy the rent, so they re.:1::. l ~, 

lived ~here , gome psoplo livod there For years and years till 

thi=y Wet"'C! fL1:-cr>cl to qi;t dut because ., as th~ nr,::.in gt:i'l; o~U. e!' , 

t l·it:1y w~n.·-:! made get out an ti they •. e.,1·1 •• ·~he c;1J1..mc:i .l sent 

b u lldozer5 in a n d bulldozed them all into the g~ound. ew· 

lM~t was years ~fter. People lived there fer years. 

boL'.J Pr i en: Wf~ro the bu5. l c1:i. ngs made of ctirruga'l..:f:ld ~. ron ~nd tin( 

1<"'1.th Jones: Some , yes, c:or-r-ugatso iron <:.\lir:l anyth111g. Bag. they useL• tu cil.J 

a 1 ot vd. th bs:\gi::;, and •• e1,.. •• you'd put tl1e b,:lgr. on the::in p a i n·c 

thrnn ovHr w.1 th tar.. i"lostl y ti·iougl-1 thcty 'd do that f o r t he 

roof~ and that . . that wouldn' t let th~ rain in. But ~nere ~as 

all rac2s there. Thera WQS Australian~ and Abor-ig1nEs. Al 

·t h at ~ort. o+ thing .. Thl?i-t:"! WL'$n't: e.ny .• t .ie1- e \\lasn ' l any 1·11=.·vJ 

PC\IJP. -... 
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Hi story ret:ords t.ha Ck eat Depression e:\s bsg i. nn i ni;;J i Ii 1929 anti 

endi ng in the late 1930's. however for many Newcastle people the 

Great D~pression beQan well before the 1930'& and lasted a very 

long time. Because Newcastle's economy was dcminatsd by the coal 

steel industries its workforce experienced the intermittent 

Ltnemp l oyment wh i t:l1 chara.cteri sed tl1es e i nd1.1st1~ j es tl"'lrougriout the 

1920's. During these years many men and women had suffered a 

precarious economic ex1stsnce? before they had ta face the crisis 

of the early 1930's. Then, although th~ h eavy industries made a 

remarkably qLtick recovery, tl·\e workfon:e dl.d 11ot, and poverty and 

unemployment was still prevalent in Newcastle well into the 

1940's. 

During the decade of depression many relief organisations ~nd 

unemployment reljef works were organised by local and state 

governments to help allevi~te the depressed situation in which th~ 

majority of the population of Newcastla found themselve5. The 

newcastle and Northumberland Benevolent Society was one example. 

This soctety had been active since 1884 and aim~d to relieve ths 

ciestitutP poor and sick. This society offered ' indoor' relief in 

an asylum and 'outdoor' relief in the form of clothi ng and money 

for meals arii::I beds .. (!) In 19Z2 the society was 11 .able to some 

extent to lessen the distress that was so widespread in the 

district'', distributing 1~266 pounds in relief. <2) The Federated 

Society of Bcilermaksrs~ Iron Shipbuilders and Structural Iron and 

Steel Workers of Australia was well represented in NewcastlP and 

maintained an Unemployed Distress Relief Fund. (3) These two 

organisations w~re sorely tried during the 1920's by the enormous 

<1> s. Gr~y? ~~~£i§tl~_io_t~g_§~~~t_Q~QC~§§igu, Newcastl~, p.14 

(2) 1!2if'1· 

(3) l!:;!iQ. -
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tide of demands on their funds, to the point where in 1929 the 

Newcastle and Northumberland benevolent Society was taken over by 

the Hospital Commission of N.S.W. The Federated Society of 

Boilermakers, Iron Shipbuilders and Structional Iron and Steel 

Workers of Australia's relief fund by 1929 ~ould only offer small 

Lrregular payments to their members. <4> Thus all sectors were 

feeling the pressure cf unemployment, narrowing resources and the 

downturn of the economy. 

Local government aid to destitute children is shown in this 

extract from the Newcastle Morning Herald dated January 1st 1932, 

"on l:he last dety of 11731 the L.:il:'.ly Mayoress~ Mrsc J. Par-ke1~ 

requested: Newcastle Relief Depot distribute liberal slices of 

Christmas puciding to over one hundred of the poor children of 

Newcastle. The 30lb puddings were made by a former army cook. 

These children would otherwise have had little opportunity to 

enjoy this usual christmas dish''. (5) Th~ Newcastle Branch of the 

Australian Labour Party on January 6th? 1932 organised a 

"Christmas cheer Benefit" for the ~hilclr-en of its unemployed 

members 11 it was a grG!at st.u:ress" .. (6) On the 6'l::h J an1.11':\l'""Y 9 '.l 933 the 

Maitland Relief Committee organised a clothing distribution among 

th!?. ne~~dy. "The relief commi ·l:tt;i~ secn~ta1,..y repOl""t.E~cl that boiH'.'!!s of 

Military clothing had been distributed to necessitous cases; 20 

pairs of boots and 4 ove~coats have been distributed by the 

committee. Items remaining are: 11 tunics, 8 hats, 3 pairs of 

breaches all of which have been held in hand until further 

necessitous cases were investigated ''. (7) Boxing contests were also 

(4) 1.t!.i.9.- p 15 

(5) Newcastle Morning Herald, 1st January, j932. 

(6) l~i~· 6th January, 1932 . 

<7> lbi~· 6th January, 1933. 
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organised by the Maitland relief Committee as a fund raising 

venture and at the same time served as a reasonably priced 

ent.art<ainment. 

Many public works were under taken by the Unemployed Relief 

Council. These works were made possible by grants from the State 

Government .. In tl1e N.M.H. January 6th 7 193:;:: 11 Tt·1e l'1jniste1r for 

I aboLLr and Indust1ry told tl1~ Unemployed Relief Council, yesterday 

that 3,766 7 373 pounds had be~n made available for unemployment in 

N.S.W. the amount was to be distributed by the Water Board, 

Coun-cils.1 Public Worl::s and Education ''. (8) ln the Newcastle region 

the public works made available by the grant inclucieci the 

Chichester Pipeline duplication from Chichester Dam to Newcastle, 

Wal 1 <=:lend and Cessnoc-k clre:1i na<;Je; Cessnock baths~ dra) nage and 1ri ver 

improvements at Maitland. Many men from the Newcastle a rea also 

wor kad on the l'"Oad which was b1.li J. t at this ti me fr-om the NorthErn 

Tablelands highway to thm coast? from Tamworth to Port Macquarie. 

On 30th June, 1933 a census was taken, it shewed nearly 38% of the 

cities male workforce was either unemployed or partly employed. 

The depression left no part of life untouched. (9) 

Th1'"0L1ghout Newcastle as a result of the depression di st1'"ess ~ 

makeshift housing sprang up, and in some cases this housing lasted 

well into the 1960's. The State government was slew to take up the 

n~spons]. bi 1 i ty fol'"" food n=~l i e·f for tlie L1nempl oyed ancl it vi 1rtual 1 y 

refused to help with shalter. Whether they liked it er not 7 the 

Newcastle Councils became involved with the problem of depresston 

housing. The usual pattern for the homeless unemployed was tc 

occupy an area of Crown or other public land and to erect some 

kind of dwelling on it. People ljved in these rent free or paid e 

(8) 19.!.9.. 

(9) J .. C. Docherty,~g~~s~tl~...ln§_~§tLOS_Qf_~n_BY§iCmli~D-Git~, 

Syd ney, 1983. p 151. 
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c 

nominal rental to the Lands Department for 'Permissive 

Occupancy', (10) Unemployment camp& as t h ey were known 9 axistmd at 

Adamstown, Clyde Street, Merewether, Platts Estate, Platts 

Channel , Stockton, Wallsend <known as Hollywood)? Birmingham 

Gardens, R.S.L. Diggers at Parry Street 9 Mayfield West, Nobbys and 

Shortland. <11) The shacks or humpias in which the camp dwellers 

lived were made of any material available: cpnvas, corn bags, 

kerosene tins, old timber or freshly cut bush logs, old tramcars, 

cabins cf disused cranes~ larg~ pipes or tanks~ <12) in fact 

anything which could be made into a shelter. One shelter at ths 

Mayfield West Unemployed Camp cons isted of a humpy gouged into the 

side of a sloping r1i l 1 • It had a hard ground f 1 oor- with gutter i 11g 

made to catch precious rain water in ~n assembly of drums. The 

beds c:ons:i sted of bunks o ·f bush timber· ~ separated fr-om the ear·l:her1 

wall by sheets of tin and corn bags opened out to make a sturdy 

l inir1g. 11 Not as pretty as wal 1-paper- b1..1t a great draught 

stepper '' . <13> At Platts Channel Camp~ on the river ban~, hcw~es 

were built on stilts and jutted out across the mud. The people 

g a ined F.\c:r:ess by pat::k:E?d e.;trth tr-acks be·t:.ween the houses and the 

bank . At high tide water ~lapped undsr these houses. Sanjtar-y 

at'"rar1gem~nts wP-1 ... <:: si mp 1 e: Bene.uth the wooden toi 1 et.. seat a hole in 

the f 1 ~101,.. ·f ac i l i l:atecl the p13ssage of wast~s into the river wher·f? 

the cur rent ca~ried it away. Dangerous to he~lth, but in those 

days considersd no mor-e pollutant than the steelworks 

disch•rge. (14) Tips and dumps in and around New~astle were 

s cavenged by the unemployed fer mater i als to build and improve 

{10) Gray? ~g~~~§1!~_iQLLL9 p17. 

<11> L. Fox Ced>, Q~Q[g§§iQn_QQ~n-Yo~gc 1 Sydney, 1977. p9~ . 

C12> Gray, ~!~£~§tl~_io~~L' p11. 

(13) ~ex <ed) ~ Q~2t§~~i~o_QQ~Q~~A ~ 

(14) 1!2if!- p85. 
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their dwelling~. National Parks sports ground was at first a tip 

where people collected copper 1 brass~ bones, tins 1 bottles and 

l'"ags. " 'l::,he police regardecl 1-1s ~;:\s c:;1'·imi nals bL1t w12 had t.o 

1 i VS I i • ( 15) 

The Carrington reserve camp was popularly known as Texas~ 

apparently bscause it was orlginally an area en which people ran 

horse"S. Ona ma.n moved into Te:·:as in 1930, after- he had lost his 

job as an ironworker at the B.H.P. 1 and stayed there, until he 

moved in t o St. Joseph's Home ~er the Aged in 1956. (16) Carrington 

was an araa of high unemployment and low i ncomes and the council 

was sympathetic towards the people living in Texas. Tha council 

attended to their water supply and resisted the Land Department's 

attempts to remove the camp. Hollywood camp situated between 

Wal ls~nrl and Laml.:l'l:on, di cl not 1~ecei ve such 1-mde1rstancii ng 

trestmant . This arsa harl been used for camping since at least 

\920 9 and as late as 1945 residents were still carrying water long 

distances in ker-osene tins; neither Wallsend Ot'"' Lambton Counc:il 

being prepared to accept rPsponsibility for the well being of the 

camp people. <17> Nobby's camp situated on a patch of beach known 

as Horseshoe Beach came :into ~xistence as a result of State and 

Commonwealth Government assistance. In mid 1930 there were at 

least 170 men camped aroun d Newcastle beaches and because the 

Newcastle council was not prepared to leek after the men, o u tside 

intervention was ne~essitated. The Federal Government ~upplied 

thirty tents and sufficient dixies for 120 men; the State 

Government was to subsidise the council to cover the wages cf a 

caretaker for three months. Thus Nobby's camp came into being and 

( 15) I.Q,!.g. p86. 

< 16 > G1·-ay? ~!a.~!;;.t2§:.\;l «:>_ i Q J!...!!..-'!.. , p :I. 4. 

(17) 19.iQ· 
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under the appalled ey~s of many Newcastle residents socn became a 

regular part of the Newcastle scene. (18> Nobby's camp was 

disbanded in 1937, a few people were helped by the Unemployed 

Housing Trust~ but l:he majority of its occupants went onto Platt 's 

Estette in Waratc:\h, and some of ·the dwell in gs used then., we1"'e sti 11 

in dispute in the 1<75o·s. 09) 

The Great Depression in Newcastle for the great ma J ority of 

the cit~s popLtlation can f:lnd its 01"'ig1ns ir1 the 1922/2::::: 

rscessicn . From this paint onwards unemployment was a way of life 

I 
for- many. Tl1e 1.memp 1 oyed camps persi stenc::s i ndi cat es L':lotl"1 the 

l (:.;)ngth of ·l:h!'t! clPpt"'essi on t;:l:q::ieri enc<? i l'l ·l: l·ie region arid ·l:l;e 

inability of the N~wcastle City Council ta take decisive steps to 

house their di •advantaged . The many rel ief organisations anci 

I 
c:ommi't:.tess only minimal ly eased the unemployed pF.ffsons lot. 

Newcastle was a place where hardship had long e~i stmd, ~nd ''making 

do etnd lasting out '' hac:I become a way a·f li ·f(~. 

( 18) lt2i.9 . 

( 19) l~id. · p20. 
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Docherty, J.C., 

~§tlt:1£S1ail~.tL-I!:l~_!j@t.io.g_gf_.eo~B!d21r.:~1~§10._.~J.i~, Sydney 9 1978 .. 

Fm; 7 L. (eci), 

ggQC§§~iQD-~Q~D-Yn~@t, Sydney, 1977 .. 

Gray, S. 9 

~~~~g,0a~ca: 

Newcastle Morning Herald and Miner s Advocate 9 January, 193?. 

Newcastle Mor-ning Herald and Miners Advocate, JanuAry, 1933. 
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Bevan, Mr . T~ of Jasmond? 1989. 

Jones, Mre. K, of Mayfield, 1989 . 
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?ith Aug usl: 1989. 

J.:gg_.kc. c 



Mr~> KE1.'th"teen Ji:1nE?s w.::.s borri in F'1'?ter-;:-.h~m, Syclney iri 

t909. S1.x yean:;1 l r-1t.er sl1e moved l:L1 l\lpwc-r:\~tle wh~?n:::: slie h<·H> 

t11"e1~ '" rGsicii:?nt ever- s:.ric:e. The e;;;rly par-I: C:l'r \Yl1'1 • • tonp·5 lfl• 

1 F. not r:ov=-1~ecl 1 n th:i. "'"• i nt~rvi ew, th:: 111r:-1 in th,.,.me h•"::?i ng, .r ..., 

,Jones ' .lift= a-fhar hF.)i- m.::\r-r-:i.a<;JE•.1 c\nr.J her- nu?mr:11 :Les o-f t1er ·1+P. 

in thP Depl'"ii:!S'.l;ion ye.;;1r-s as ~ woman, wi·t=e, mD·l:l11~~- ,"'\nd 

homemake1 .... 

Dur:i ng c:n.11'" i nt~1~vlew l"1rs .Jciries v:i:v:ii-!1 , . rec:a~ ls lit::r 

rn~1r11::iriss oi: th;s cJ f.f.1.c::ult: per-i.nd t:;f iH:=-r llf1:;•, nu1" tis ci-1e 

j11~erv · ~w rrogreSbPS slim rlisplays a fePling o~ rra~oJvr at her 

situation. The r.:lase ftrndl. y t:i.es <mrl sn81~J.ng o.f nec:e!!.~3l.tl.P""• 

seem to Jtmd the! 11 Jones" fam1.1.y 1ogrother-. 

As was the c:.,\.;p m+ so m.=.ny m.:\rri ed c:oup.l. es j, n "t.h<.:•SE: 

times. f"lri;; Jones' r11.Asl:l;;;nc:1, Bll1~ i'Jt:\c;;\ llf"llaltn!1Jr:iy1? c:I, pg sl1P 

Stc:\tt~ cl "r i l;)hl: frnrn l:he start". He• joi n!!!ci (he 11cti .. y µ;· OC".ai::..,,~ on 

of the hundted5 Df mr-:m gging tr.i tl1E sti::e•work11 tn s: 0 P if Lhey 

m:i.gr1t qet -=1 d<:1y"'> work~ ·1,n mnst c:ases to nn <.'ilva11. ~lrs J1::i1it;;.1s 

rr~t.~a l 1 ed hcwJ t 01'" the unemployed l:hRre Wi:\S no money ,1v~"J. 1 1b le 

as sor.:1al ser.:1-.1r-1+-.y, the c_iovernmont woul-u g.1.ve t.11~~~-;e t~m1'1""c; 

'ti. c::kerh:;' i:o buy gr-ocnr:i. es c:1nr1 r::it;her bas~.'= 1~ace•.::n 1 ~'s. 

n·ie Oltlr\ing of a hDl\'3P ft:lr' the v.:.1ist rn&Jnr·1 Ly 1:1-f 1t'Jf.:!r-'k1,l1(:'1 

r·lr.i!".l:":: pm:1ple l.n tii~ fJt~rio<:i nf ner1-ess~cm wa1::> an !rn..ir;i:;r.;1bJ -

onet:\m. Mrs Jones stc:rt:e~ i:hat most pecJri e wp1-e 1-i=nt111c;i t:hE:.''.i.r 

ho11s(:?s at this t.1mP~ her -t:rst t1nusG1 Wc"":\t;;; rr->ntt~rl io1~ =i 

c;hi .. t 11 ng~ <:l \tJt::)er~. F.:vr;in thaugr1 !5(~Jinr.,;1 houses v-Jer· e re~!f:;cin~hJ. y 

p1·:1.ceu t1·1f'"t mc:\jority o+ peopJe r.mild not affc~,..:;f t.hi::. depo• ~.t. 

T h e nm<:.P.rl hou=:>es ~·Jrc•rti tnoc:ieratPl y frn .. r1i aher1 C\S r-et ec::t.r::!c:l '.he 

fi11aric1al s-d.·11.:;\ti.on of the reE".:i.c.i~nts. 

l"h-s .Innes l'"t:11:al 1. s the i:h ·f.+er1::mt ·t:hi n~J-<.::· nrn•n wr:1~1. •. d do l:.o 

earn ffiCney. s~111ng ~JoiheS props +Or C)otheG l&re·, re i) 



Ent~rlainmPn rcnsi .t~d o~ go nq o t 

T · r.1, r· ""· ,-lJ ] 1 , U lF.J r:c1e:. l 11 11 ~+·• urnoon anu "' 

1 (! ..ir. n;i.ghl:. Vc.\Ur1t vi le ac:t.s C'\ t i' h l? V .1.C"l:or i.i\ T • r~l rt:: n 

, nftPn ~ave ~he f~mily mon to o t 

c s st lie ng 

P. p. 

we .. ·e b:t g 

as m, km.>n : 

I 
f.J <1: \PP l e 1nent t ,,..,. f flmi .I. LJ '-=: CJ t •Y 

su1 C:8s•;; J n th g 11 rJ =:r1". 

A 

to e;;J c;t, an acceptann'? by f-!r ·- ,Jont=1 ,_f l1e· 

f.;.m .r r{ ::; Sl'l 11~;i.i: 1 nn 

phci ns,r hFrs ano hear e>· amp e o1 men try 11 to · •rn c1 V "': M 

Fr:n-- t h clse peool.e:• w1luc:ky 1?11011oh ~o ltc:•V<·" r1r:i ho tstn : l ~ 

h11 r.: l l 

snan t y t nwn n~ar 1'Je!:3tnOnd n .'.ilmPrl Holl VWOCld" rhe 

II 



r<rllJ f~rniJ.y H~~re 1?.lWc:"\Y~ -up:-:ior-tiVt.;t 11"1 'i..11L::."»c· C.:L1 ''i1• 1 ~~m1.:< '. 

,vu~::;; .Jr:i1110~s· m:?!Ylrl\'""~1·£, c:if o.t.: Oepr8~L1.i;1n yet1i ·~·~ r.w1~ ti 1.:. .,,,~ 

+i::it."t:t. nf tit"'' wtH1"E.! wl:c:_, .... y,, O:r:.•r L.lF1.ql.1ce 1-t"''t-;nJl~r:t.1.on, arE r1r.Jw 

'"''..:·· r9;.;,5;L t> l t.= 'c.iJ .;,\l 1. whw nzc;1d th:i. s orfl'J. , J. s·i:or-y r:k1c::1.1me1 l L., 

}'i!ILL t 
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I!:.M2£C},.!2}.~ -nf~lr:rt.!:il:.Y.i.e!:LY.".!l:.tb r: 

Mrs k;d~h\een Jones, ot 4 Gi:11-r:i.r.1<; ~1t1~f?et. t"lc:iy-F;i.sld f.:RsL 

l\lr->~>1cast1e. 

l Q~~r:~i~§.£._~Y. :: 

Bnb Prlce" 

llpen Foundrltjan 5tudent.. 

University nf Newcastle. 

29i·h (-~l.tgttst,1 ~9fll./. 

~~!J.J~r.:_:ti: 

{~11st.raJ i an H:i stc:wy-R1!!!<3:i nrlF.iJ Hj story PrOJCh. ~ .. 

ID!!_.is= 

The G~e~l DepresRjon~ A womans memori8G. 



l'tn Jnterviewlng M1·-s ~<al:h Jones, t'"'E?$lae11t ot MayfielCi £:.ast 

pn 1·1e1r '1-:houghts tm the deprc-:~::·>sion yRe:\l··s, i-1:-; Ci\ W.Li·e, l10LtSl!:lW 1.f~ 

Mnd mother. Mrs Jones~ were you born in N&wcaYtl~? 

l:;.i!1't:h Jones: No 1 Sydney in .;i, pl<B.ce? r.:al LerJ Feters~1C1m. 

Bob f·1·1c::e~ And wh,;\t. year was tiiat? 

1<.at1·1 cJon~sr. l9Cl9 iN'Ln~c~en l1uncwed and n.i.ne). 

Bob Pd ce~ And ~"Jlien d.id yoL.1 move to Newcas·l.:le? 

Kath Jones: Wn left Sydney when I was six years old and came to l1ve 1n 

Newcastl~ in Mayf1~ld. 

Bob Price: You moved ~traight to Mayfield? 

l<ath f-·1~1 c~: Yes. 

Bob Pr1c::e~ Wn~re abouts in Mayfield did you move ~o? 

Kdth Jbn~s= A little a .. a .. little street called street Lit~1e George 

Street near Dangar Park. 

Bob Price; And when did you move to Garrick Street? 

Kath Jones: Oh well, we stayed in •. stayed in Mayfield for a good wh1 P 

anti then WE~ sh:i.fte1d to &!tockton and fn::>n1 thE?n~ .1. g1:1t ma1"lrl..::d, 

and when l get married we came b~ck to May,i~ld. 

'3ab Pr1c:\O!: Whi:\t yea1~ were you marrie.d? 

K~th Jones~ 1928. 

Bob Price: And that was the start a+ the depression yearfu tor you? 

l~ath Jcn~s: Yes 1 I'd Hay tt was 1 about the start. Yes and when I-ar-when 

I was .. everyone starti ng to get o ut cf work and you ~ou d~ ~ 

get anything goiny. Chap that L married, 8111 Jones, he was d 

bak•r, and the baker that empl~y~d hjm~ a Mr Kues trcm 

Mayfield, he couldn't afford to p~y his waqes so he ssjd he 

was gonn~ oet his n8phew to work for him c~use he d ~~ke les~ 

w~ges, so he pu~ my husband Dill off, and he WAS out of war~ 

riqr1t f1· cim t.he.> start. We went t.o J.iv1:1 w).th hi-5 s:i.ster br•i:.~ause 

w1;,i hacin 't anywhere to l i vs and he used t o .. er, • go to trie 



stee:.11 work5 w:i. th other- men every rno1~ni n~J ., ~ntl l f yr.:iLu- n.:.HnE was 

t:ciJ).od out. , yrJu m~.gl1t get a d.;\y's w1:J1-L:, ia11r.I J.i· u: (4Ja\Sn"t, 

well you Just went home and came th~ next day . 

At tho'£le times~ Mr-s Jones, v-Jas there .omy soc:ial ser.ur.• 1.y or 

dole as there is today For unemployed people? 

~ath Jones~ There nothing like therm is today? you never, at ctMY time got 

ctny money given to yoL1 . Yo11 1..1..,ec:I to <Jet <'.\ tic:ktrl:-,;;\r-m;.iyhC? fi:Jl­

grcceries, it migh~ include meat but I forget ~nat bu~ 

anything you got on that ticket, you haci to qet all ctt once~ 

you couldn't like leHVE"'!l st)m<i? o -F i1.: till, fc.ir anotne1· W!'•;I'. ";'l;n,1 

l1ad to take :i. t. .:.\l l .r~t the one l.: i me, wi1 i ell me"'n'c. ·thc:\t by th 0 

encl of the ti .. the-the week or fortnight o~ wnatPVer it ~cl~ 

everythlng woulci be stale, ancl urn, if you never had enough 

c: l othes, ther"e lf~<:ts p 1 <;1c:;es l . n town whene yuu could go~ ruri 1 y 

the quver-nment, yo1..1 c:oul d get sl"1oes;. .:;ind l f you wp1~e 11av1 rig c.t 

baby, yoLt go·t. what they call a laye.·ccc2 1 for ni:!tiung, from the 

government and that consisted o·f jq~t ~hP bare essentials to 

h~VI? the baby a dozen nt.\pp).es? thr-i:;ie u .. :tle 111gr t.: C!'"f=>SSPS~ 

t111~ee si1H,;ilets, c:1nci i:hat's abo11t ~111 ... a bonnf:1t <illd s11r.:,wl, 

that's right. 

Yoq s.:.n d yc:HJ we1-e living with some rel ati oi-1s wl·•F..m you wr~1 e 

first in Mayfield, did you pool the resources~ those t1cket9 

y ou were talking about, did you share them together? 

Ka en Jones: Yes 1 yes, we ah •• they t.1Bed to, they we1~e out c:1f weir!~ i:oo and 

they 1.1sed to µLtt 'i:h~~Jrs wJ i:.h OL,tl''S and 11-JE•'d dri ths bes·t tl1C\~ 

we c:oulci. Wasn't muc:l1 chance o·F q~tti.ng ,';;lriy he.1.p. My •• my 

mother, her husband my stepf athe1~, he WE•S a cr-iaJ ·,_r- i miner, 

but he was out of work, but h~ had a bit oF money in Che 

t>an k, aric:I ·i: hc::.1y c:o1.\ l d gei: . .. they coL1l cl gi1.•'\.. mnney and 1"lli1::::i 

they •• whan they told them that when the scr1ke WdS over, 



wl,'\tevt:?r they'cL.l::he government. had 91vEm, i,.J1ven ~liem, tl1E:>y 

we11..1ld hav8 t.o t·epay it, b<~t::~H.1 $E1 t he bar1kP war-e closed"'' . .> yc1..1 

cou ldn't J ust d r aw yo~r money out, so whe11 che, wnen tne 

things got better, ano , m •• Peter . my stap~ather w~nt back to 

work, dh he ah had to p~y the money back and everyo ne around 

w1·1el'·e tr1ey 1 :i. Vt"d <'.;\t Stochton ,, b ec:au 1:H1 ti 1e:~·; ci:i. dn ·1.; h.:1ve .::my 

money in the bank, none o·f tr1em har:I 'l~o pay it bc-.ck, ttH y wa · 

Just al~owed -i:o have '.!.t. It w.a::. <motner- case o.f ttir.1;.,1;;i :hc·d­

wnsta thEir money ~!ways get on the bes~. 

Bbb Price~ This strike ycu we r e t a lki ng abou~. what yraar did that st~1 t? 

Was 1t a very long strtke? 

1~.atl1 Jones: r th1nl:;~ I 1-eally think i:hat it stai·ted i n 1927 brar:.::i.1.1se 111um 

1..1s ed t o ·t a.L k abc11..rt it. That's what I th~ nk" I !:hi nk 1 L r~a 11 y 

s tarted i 11 about 1. 927. l::i few yeei.1·- s i "i: l-Vc\5, eJ. tc19~t11c1"·. Tr1r:;i 

B.H.P. were 1n it too. 

Bob Pric=: Mrs Jones: you mantioned the aovernment g1v•no you ct laya~·t' 

[ th i n k you sai d , for lhe children. 

Vat h J o 1"\e$: For t:>nl'-J h.:1hy .. i'he baby t11~;1t w<'.\s cit.le., anrl .... 

Bob Price~ Anrl you had children duri110 ~he depress1on years? 

Ka~h Jones: One mors . Th e firs t g i rl wab born in 1929 and then tnt• ncx~ 

ons was .. a nd we had a r~al bad struggle all tn&~ tlme. So d1d 

evei-ycme e'.l.S<=J.i .omcl whi=n I had -!:he 11e>'t child it wc:1s in J.934~ 

a nd by th•:m, Just about the1i n1y hll!:$band had got a ·Job .;,t t 1e 

stef:?lworl::s . You wor-kecl on e week and 11;.;d one wee': off~ c:n10 

we." we we1re a"\ goocl b'i. t bei~ter- of.,: . As WC:\S 1·'1VE?~"'yonE1, tlL1t 

be~ausa~ yc1A know, you neve~ h~d anything, you really needed 

everythlng to start off agai n. But we s ort of managed Fi cm 

the:ri, oetter, i t. wasn 't over b1.d: i"i.: Wf.AS •• 11m .netter- t:h.;;n it 

Bob Price= W~th your ~ir·st child, did ycu go to ~hR hospital ~o have 1he 



baby? 

f(<:\t.h Jones: l\lo, 1 h ad t i 1e bc::1by c:1'l: home ,, J.n those day~, must pe:op 1 ~ had 

the bab i e5 c;1'1: home. There w •• then::i 1tJio1'=> e:\ r.oLtp I 8 of pr ,J, vate 

hospitals, one down Mayfield, t wo down Mayf1ela. and a ~ot o~ 

peop 1 e u sed to go i:her-a 1 b1-1t tnP. bi gges'c. ma.i 01- ~ c. y Ci f wr.irn<=>rt 

harl l:hei 1- babies at home .1 01.nd 'tl1~ doctor 1 . .,io1.1J d qene1 al 1 y be 

triere ~1.t the bi1-t.h. And •• er •. t.>1en YOLt'cl ... the> mi. dw:Lfe, c;\Tld the 

midwife, you'd send for the m1rl wife f1rsL, dnd Bhe wcs a 

n u1'"se too 1 .[ s1..q::ioose, nnc:l 1.th 1 tht:n when l:hc.1 doctor c::.::{me ti i._d:. 

was thr~ fj, n ish of him and 'l::he nurse:r 1:,,imP E-:ve1'"y day for n:i.n~ 

d<:\ys, ,'3.nd yoLt stayer! ;i, n bed for n:i. ne rlays in those d i :\YS, .:\n et 

yoLt g<.:>t up on the t eri th day a n d ·that WctS Lhe r::nd 1 t 1e LU"SE:l 

never c::C:tmt::.1 any more but. yo1..1 had to ·i:aks th~ bal.':'y down to tt1~ 

dot.:: tor ' =. s1..11-g(;lr y wh1-:m you wer-~ .::1bj ~. to gr~~t a c:heck wver .. 

Bob F r-i. ce~ Mr-s .Jor1·.~s, these d<WS whan peopJ. e hc?.ve bab.•. es they h.-ave 

do"' ens of napp :i. es , baby cJ otl 1es ~ all those th1 nus pi- =- :;c, E.'d. 

l<".nt.1··1 Jones: Yes, thal::'s 1··i.ght, "Chat':> the way it is ncno.J. t.•1.1t pec:>pl8 11"1 

tl·1~1 , in the days o·f the dt=:j.lre5sion t h e y wo uJ.1j •• a le.it of ti1~-·fit 

could n 't believe t h e way thi ng& a r e now. Nedrly everyone hg~ 

a Job and nearly everyone has plenty of •. plenty or tim~ o 

gRt ~ll the baby's clothes together and m~$t µeople, woll i 

don 1 'l.: ~mow .::.nyc:me ·t.ha·L: had i:hRm .:;;t h1Jme, JL1St c;i r:.1:l1<:>:i on1o\L \y 

you . ht?ar of it . Most people ga -L nta 01·ie of the tn g hosp 1 La2 '5, 

where they hav~ a maternJty section . 

Bc:1b 1::.rlct~~ l"I~ s Jonr::~-t;",, wh<71il you movec:I .~nto f:Jonrir::k si:rl·?t!~t~ did YOL\ buy 

the house or were y ou r en tin g? 

Kath Jones : No we wer e renting the house. it was a v~ry small one. W8 

never had much furni~ure al that time. It WctS a ~ery small 

hoL1s1;.1 and wt-:l 1~entecl 1t f o r 9 s h i11i.nqs a w1-=~k, and we sl:ay1~d 

the1-e;• in that p).ac:::e for ielboul:.-oh-till U1e) 1:.•,,,dP-Sl. g:i.rl was 



about 16~ and then a lacy across the ruadj th~t awned th15 

l10L1se th.;1t we 1 1--e l j v:i ng in now, slis, . ws wer·e both ren l: i nq c;\C 

that time, and s he changad housas. She •• well we gDt ~he 

bigger one 1 aiH.J she took the lit·cle one. a11c.:1 them C\S 't:llllP. 

wem l: on~ we had the oppor l:uni l::y to pt\y r.:i c:Jepos:i. t: anti wt:~ qot. <-( 

i.oe1n th1~011gh t.he l:luJ 1ding soc..J sL:y to pRy the house c:if+. 

Bcb P~i~e: During those depression yea~s ciid many people own th~ir own 

homes, or were most people re11t'.Lng? 

1-ath Jones:: l"lot:>t peopl~ were 1"emt1ng~ anu i.f you ... we had 21 couple o-f 

r:.:ha111:es . lJnE• QOOCi c l1.:r1111:;~ Wf.:\S :l ·I' n • j f YOLI had 50 pounds~ you 

could put 1t on this house that was there. You could ~vt the 

50 pc::i1.u1ds:. on and they wer 1: gonna sel 1 l. t f r.w 500 pt.:.it.mds, put 

tho 50 pounds down and pay K pound a week. ~e couldn't g~t 

thP. ~O f•o1..mds from .::1ny 1..J h~1,..e .. !\Jone o1 L.ls h.;\d it. So wm 

couldn't ge·\:. l:hC\i: one. E<Llt 1 no~ masc. people wer·e ; .... i=i1t::1.11g 

houses. They were pretty hard ta get, ou~ more plentiful than 

l::.hoy cffe now. 

Bob Fr:1 ce ~ The house you moved 1 n t.c) in Gorri c:k street., to r P-n·l. v w:.'\£1 thc.1 M 

a fully furn1ohcd house, or did you hav~ ~n furn.sh ~l 

yolll"'SE! Tr;~' 

Kath Jones: W~ll w~ lived .. we nhift8d from the l~ttle one aero&~ the 

road, l..Je had ·C.t1ot -f1.ff·n·ishscl, but only in •it v~r-y mc.1derc:1te v1.:1y. 

It had •• :i.t only had one bed1·oom e.nu "'sor ... of a dl.n.!.ng rriom 

and a l:i.ttlc:o• ki'l.:i:::hc~n. Whc-.::n we moved over to the otner om::., 

the:\t w;ac;; ~)), gge1-, and vJe grad1..1aJ. 1 y got e;·:tr a bJ. \..S of 

f 1.1rnl tun~.. So11H::! p(;'..•opl e i ;,\s thoy 9ot wei1 ... ~', 1 ot ot: ot..11 

rel ati ans, t!'1e:y 1 .. u=iccl to get -t:ID. nqs on 'C:L me:? p.'.'lyment ~ bLrt .t 

l\l(.')Lll d never do that because I vJas C\ l w.:\ys too short of money, 

.!Ind I tho1.1e;,l-i-I: some·th1ng m1ghi: happen anc.I yc>u Wt1uld11 't be ab f.'· 

to pay it 7 so WC? nev<"?r- gol: VE1ry muc:h u11t.i. l l e:rte1-. 

F'aqe 6 



You menc.io11ed thH little l1ciuse across thG! road ·from tile one 

you'n~ living in now. t;Jhal'. ye.:ar d::d y1:iu move ntc:i r.h .. 1 h<JL.t!:'.:e .. 

l<ath Jones~ Oh., aoc:>1 .. d:, about Lct •• C\bOL.1l·. l9::.o, "Lt would we. 

E.ob Ph t:e: 

KaLh Jon~s: Oh yes it's still the depression but it was start1ng ~c 

i mpr-r.:ive, but no"l· Vc:!I" y m1Jc.:h, {:her-e we!~e. st1 l: hunt:lrr->cli.:,;. 011 t r.i·f 

wol"'k, and men 1..1st;:1d to do ;::\] l sor'.::5 of d1:il1\:JS. Tl1~y 

u •• th<?y •• :i. n i:l1ose days if- •• anyon e t h an: hi-::\d ,, nurse: .,,nd i..:a1 

o r c:o1.1ld get Cl loa11 nf on~, they'd go oul.. lll the bL\S'1 anc 

r.:1..1 •• ilnd cut trees down .. "\nd %e:t :L t.l·1e •• 1nC:\~· ~ :..ht:l 1::1.~~nch(';l" , nt.o 

cl otht~s nrop~i arid \:hey'd come rouncl ::.:r1y:i.11g 01..n: "clatr1e~, 

µops, p •. c:J.o'l:he!:; p1~ops, £.and 6 sach.1
11 and '12.:..·~ 

what. , the:\t 's how they m.e:\dr-3 C\ l i v:i. ng di 1d 9C:•rn~ m~n · d go 

~.:1b •• rci.bl:i?.t t:1~<:\ppjng~ a11d tr1ey'd c:.om~ ro1•nci anr sell ratil:nts. 

F'rot.ty c:;ht:?.;;.p. Su:penct.1 t.1ach tt1ey wF.we. AncJ nl:::io, peop •• man 

L.l~r:~d i:c> c:;orne r-ound selli11g bottles. l~oi: Sl:'. l ng bot· E'.! 

c.:0Jle1:ting bottles. A h~·,1'pc:mny r?.r.1r.:ll they'd gi•.'EI ya1..l, c:l;~ else 

~ lcilly stick. W.::1~ .• alJ sod:s, evs:"ybody ~·ill.lt.> 

oF th1nqs tc get a few bob. 

·y· rig d.I l SO\ LS 

DL1ring the 3n's, early 30's, wh.:tt ~ort ai \'.1'1•.ncw d d yi:1t.t do 

·for &.mcertainmemt? When yow •• yo1.1 WOL1ld \'lave l1£:!£1n •• h::11:3 yo ina 

chJlQren? and newly m~rri~d • • 

don't •• I can't just put me finger on 

l'llheri 1rJj r- el asses came in~ bL\i: 'tlll? m,.d. n t.u ng you ll"'E1t:. to o 

you had • . if you coulci gat the money~ was .. wG · vet'I 1n 

M~yfield and wrasn't very ~a; tc walk up 1..0 Lhe Tign~s Hil: 

cheatre on M<.;11 l:l and Road in 'r:i. gl1es Hi 11.. 1 hat's nl=)•:tr 

Mayf;i.eld. And yot.l could go.i yo1t <::OL• 1:1 •• i11 th~ ~·ft._rntJ1:Jl1 Yt•ll 

<:t')U 1 ci g i:.11~ in ·f <:ll'" t 11 t El~p 2li C~) 'I .. ;ind in t 1·1e 11 I l;Jh l~ i t Wr::IS c.\ 

sh1l:L111g. {~nd I. .. -111d if you v-Je1d:. l.l"l the C1·foterna1.Jn. t:ht? k:i.d - ~ 

-
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i t would be get .• threepence to go in and a penny ~a sppnrl. 

An d th<:'\{".'s mostly what peoµle did. They uni:~d •• peop •• i:hi.-;! 

plctur~s used to be en twice~ week. Wednesdays and Saturday 

afi:erneion a1id S,1\:L11-dc;-,y night. And somet1nws bt"'s.,c:.es tl"iP 

pictures, it might be half pictures, and h~lF vaud2v1lle. 

"!'hey·· d have a few vaudevl 1 :1. e ad::s on .;1m. w2l", T11ey werrt vt:.1ry 

pop1.11ar in 'l.hase: dews vaLH~iev1 L l.e.1 vaudeville •!\C:ts. l_ot of 

pe!Jple i.:ain .. " to Newcastl e, and som~ L...ient and w •• 1:orrt>l,neo 

theirs with •• wi~h the plctur~c and others went into ~he 

Vic:l: c:it"':la 1'11~~.·~d:n;;-1 and had a ful 1 'li:'ILldCVlJ.11? ~.hmtJ .. l'J.oth1ng 1..ius 

Bob PricH~ These vaudeville acts, were they penpl~ from Sydnoy o~ JL1s~ 

l Pt:;;\l g1-L1l.lpS? 

l<ath J1:mes~ No, t:!1ey we.1~~ Whi:\'L: they ccHl p1··r.:i·ft?<;;1!$1 onia) s m1:is'Ll y .1 from 

Sydney or wh er e e v e r. 

Bob Price: Th e Victoria Theatre= wherE was that? 

l<ath JC1nes: VJ.c:toria Tht·~atn2., :i.l: was in F'e1'"kins E>·tn::icn:. And-ei-1-now "t:.s 

L1ee11 • • Mr .... t:he L::r.1s·tham b l'"t:'.lt!·H~rs s;el l c] athee ·i.:hero ne>w .1 bt.\' 

that Victoria rheatre 1 as far back as I remombet- , 'hey alway3 

had the shOL'llS the1-e .. The full shows. Gco1-ge Wn. :. ace ~'Ilea~, on<? 

o·f the c1c:tors \~h~t 1.lsed '\:.r;:i be on . 

In i:hr.>se U.mes, how d3.d yo1.1 go i n to 1\lewc<:i5tt0, d .. u you c:at.i.:.I, 

the b us er tram? 

~~.;;,th Jones~ No~ th er I.'? wl'\s ·i:.1~ams. Most of •. t·Jhen we. ".1 f 1•1t: wanted to 'Jr.I t.e> 

tol>'in? wea 'd most: l y qo by t r r.:i rn , l:i PcFlu s~~ U 1ere vJ.:H:l no l::H.\ses 

then.1 2 11d ii! u seo to •• ah •• to go r1yht in~ l th:ink for ar1 

aclul t, it Wc:"\S i:hroap1?111:e, aml for c:hi l d1 ... er1 it was ~1 i:ienny ~ t n 

tl10 tr-am. 

Bob Priceu Did the whole f a mily go to these shows together, er Just you 

.:11·1d the chi 1 dr en? 
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Kach J~nes~ No~ mostly w~ went by ourself. My sister ~ls8d to de a little 

bit of ba1~ work a ri c! s1·10 Clft:en g.;,we us the money ;=or 01..r %o r.W 

anl'.I so we r;;o11lcl go, she'ct stay home and m •. ni:J the chil1.!1 en. 

W •• well~ when we went l:.o the p:i.ct1..11··Gs WP i.tsed t.o all gi:; 

tonet 11er-. t'.Je'd wheC?l the ldckli.es u p Hl the prr.1111 . 

Bo in t hose days, it was morG ~f you weren't work ng, ~hR 

people who were working used t~ help the onE5 tha~ weren t. 

t<ath JDiH=~Jc Yes, yoL.tr i-r~l .,,t1 ons dl.d. My mc1\:.her 1 i ved at Si:.u..:k on, O!'\CJ 

when we first .. when 1rJ.f'.l first. moved intc1 the .LittJ.s hol.I.::>., we 

n 1:iver h~t:i ~myth:•ng 9 and st~t=: gave us snmt~ a{ l"it?1'" f1..11 m. tt.11 e sci 

t11int 111e c;ould make lL fai1 ly ptr·eis~!ntaiJ1e. And anyone .... myo11E:! 

that had anyth.i 11g, ~ny of OLll'" re l .:i.ti ons, you lmo~v, "-'Very n(~ 

gi ve any • • anyone else a hand. And the ones tn~t were ~or~i1 g 1 

aJ. ways on payrJ.:1y, they al 1vr.1ys i.::Ja ... '.a<"·1Veo1 f,, ... the at"lt.!S 'I. IH:lt 

weren't working, a parcel of grcc~ries, or something. M~ght 

be just a pound o~ bu~ter or some bread, bu we wsre 1 a 

gooJ fam i ly, tha Jones. There was quite a :al of them, ~· c 

they all helpPrl each other. And for ~nterla nrnent ~es1des th~ 

p:i.c:t.Lu'-Ps, they used to play c;.,,1rds in each oJi:hE:.•rs l1oust?s. Not 

to get a blt of entertainment into your 1~fe. You JUat 

. ' 
l -: .. 

just didn't ~now the •. well, r·v~ never hao ll good. Never 

line.1 sor·i: of. 

b :lg VC\r ie:•L:y of food and lo~s .::\nd lots cif ci:i.ffl;;l;-enl: ltems on 

ths supa~mclrket chelves. ln the 30's wnat wa: the f0od lik~ 
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Ka\:h ,Jones~ Well lilrn L.·i-t wC:\sn't ltke ii'.: ls now. Ah •• well mostly th.::·re 

wns nCJ sup~:!rma1~kt'i.'t:s to sta1~t w:i ti-I ... Anr.I the •• people wouldr"l 't. 

h~VD had the money to buy what you c an now. t forget which 

year the superrnad~ets c:ame, but you only got •h12 ·.:.ung~, fr-011 

ci l i l:l:1e c:on1er shop. rhere:: Wl\s f.\ c:o;..1pl.e of nig1Jei" qroc:e1 y 

shapf.5 ~ yi:".lu 'd g1~,'\:. wl1."l·l: yc>L1 c:.::il J. your order~ t.1·1ere, L f yt:i1 l 

ha •• i+ you wenr:- work~ng on pay day 1 bui~ then.~. wasn't the 

variety. lher-e used to be a i..J-. ... f:1..:;k<3r-t. 11se.d to .:::ome roL. c ~ 

and .~.I. so mil l<ma11 used to c:orno and you'd ~JrJ out with "-' j1.1q .:1nlj 

yot.1'd get~ c:\ pJ.nt of mill-' J.n i:he • .in •. ·l.'.l1t:'-~y·c1 ·t1.1rn a tap c:Jf'l "'' 

put a p1 rit .i. n •• they'd have a pint 1T1e.1'\su r e ancJ \:hey' LI put tn(.:'? 

mi~ k in that. a n d ti 1E:ln pour it in the .:iug. Thc:1t 's th ep~ nr~ • 

f411cl sornct;i.mt-$ while tl1e •• whdo ths c:h..:ip 1-1.;u:I l;;JDn~ up the 

i::-l:.ror."'·t:. c?. 1::>:1 -t.:, to, .• um .• -serve a c:ut.·i!ome1- i:hat llP- kne1...i hc.\i::I 4'-~ et 

amour1t:, i::\ wortl<ln in the street:. used to run out. ~nd tl!i-n thr:; 

t.{)p on and get he.1~:. for- nothing. Mrs l"iort.011. Bu~' •• ah •• 1:\s. ,.21!:> 

'1' said l I:. \l'JC\911 • I:. ... it wasn 'l': as mLtth as the1•·c" is now .. 

E:ob Pr-ic:~~ Uin.".~~J.th 1egan:1 c.o housi~lwa1"')(~ W.;,\Sh1ng maU·1:!11e:::; 7 d:i.s wasn · s'J 

rn.L c 1'"'owave ovens~ i:hose style:: t:>f thi. ntis a1~c dilly f .0\l 1-1 y moclern 

inventions. 

fi~.:1th Jones: Tl1w1'"e wc-1t? none o+ t.hos<::?.,. thc1-o 1•J<J"\!3 rH .. H1e '1Jf tl10.~e. From when 

X .... ·~1,..001 wh1:0n I was f 'i r'"'st ma1'"'ri ed, tn<-).J1y yc:~a.1'"'s, then?. i...Jc:ts 

natln ng :i. i ke t.ha·t~. You had to c.1h., rnost pt.:it..:pl c;; had d gt!\• 

copµer •. som~ penple. We had s Fwal copper, and you uqed 

l~u •• 1~r .• c:;l1c>p up stic:\p a11d pi.rt; t.l·11t\t in. Tl1<=:r-e was 

no •• ah •• w8 ... 111 u·1ose dspr<:?ssi o n year-s ~ there was nc1 Fnnso 01 

F ab or- .:1ny of those s01·t of l::h:s. ng~. Yot.1 hu1 l everyl:.t1.1. ng an J 

than r1nse th~m ~ couple of times. Hctd Lo do everytning by 

hc.~nd .. l~L)"Pt peop:11::~ had a wa~ilhinq boC\1"'d, Ytx1'd l'"Ub the ... put i.hf' 

towel~ 01~ whatever an the wash :i. ng boG.'\l ... d and rub on ~om~ SG,:;..p 



and tnen scr'Ltb cm. Mostly yOl.11"' natl .• yoLw fll"\OE·;,...s gr.J't 

~~u nnl!lc:i, br:1cca1.1sl;;! l t: '"as tou hi!\l"'ci .. 

81.;b Pi-ice~ f~ncl chere wer"e no vaC:L.lllm c:l1~.:;mer% or anythir1g of t.h."'·r. :;\;:)-·' e? 

f<ath Jones: N •• f\lr.i? thc:::'re wa°" r-10 vac1.11.1m c:Jear;ers. l"ln5t people d.i.dr1't hc:1ve 

any car?~~- tf you wer~ lucky you m1ghc have~ .a b_l of 

mat tJ ng up thr:) ha l. l 01- somet:h 11i g l u~ e ·t: h r.:1 J~. Tt1e:,'\.. · 5 mt:Jc,'i.: 

people. T s'posi=:· ti1er1? w.::t::a plenty of al.:.hP.l''S bett:o1- off. But 

in •• you h:r1o~J ... c.\l l o{ thP p~ople ttia'I: I l•n w wer.-= ~.tl on aboLd: 

the c11 1e 1 '1lvol • 

:t've been 1,.e21Ll:tng 1 Mr$i. Jcin!:H3, that du1•·).n<;j t.l1os~ ·dmes, lot.ffi 

of people gre~·J their o~"n v1~?getahles. Did yo1-1 grow YOlll'" 

vegetabl :::.-~? 

:,·.ath ."Jmi1~~.: Ye:h my h\.tEband •• ah •• ciug up the ya1~d in plat.es eind ••• 9,h •• t 

m~.:1in thing he gn,·1w ti1at wt7?1""e 1<1 succ:t~ss "''ere 1·01n,,1-r•P"i. lie ot 

that many tomatces, we always intended ~h~t we'u sel~ rh~m 

b1.1c cl 1.ot of either pet:ipl1~ hcH1 tom<'.'l·cr:ies i:oci so rec:d:ty, w0 

mcJstly k •• kept uur <:;i::ilf in i:hGm. Oh but tl1ey '.:.a!::>b:?o f·or· c.1 ong 

time~ coming on al 1 the time, end gav8 them to thP 

neighbow·s e.rid to 01.u- r-~Jations. r~nd C\l~o ~ •• a- that time, 111 

those days~ nearly everyone kepL ~om' fowls. We had 

about •• c:ih ... eight dowr 1 Llie b~c: k yar-d, ancl ah, .• you !:.nc:w. ~ )"O 1 • -r. 

supposed 'Lo get e1;.igs 1 b1.1t 11m cl1. dn 't ~~t ver~y m.~ny f:?QCJ£:;. rt 

used to cost u~. mer~ ta buy the foe~ then the egg~, so ln the 

flrii~h., ~·Je got rid oi' tl1em. Mo~tly e.\l:o chem ancJ •• al1 .. . on~ 

{::imp~ my husbc:1nd bought 9 VJ <~s nP..C\1- Ch1·J.si..mC1tt 1 eJ. gnt BJ.ar:r• 

Or-pint:r.m r~aost:e1·· c:hit:H~11s .nnci we kep •. fi::~d 'l:.ho!:~s ~nd • • or • . wh1=:1i 

ii: was Chris •• 11E.1ar c:hr-istmas, we •• a •• t'-le so.i.d them for seven 

an ~t>: eac:h. ~~hich ~-le didn't l::hink that was too bad, bLtl: I 

'l:l1i 11~~ now~days .1 yau woul dn ''l:. 1-hj nl~ -\:h.=d: ll'lc.~? ,:my g1 rJd bect1L1.s-1;.;, 

by the tiffiE) you 1:001 ~ 1:1ff wh,;;d: you pai c:l Fc:ir c.he l·ciacJ you 
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cildn't mak~ mucll out of them. But stil1 1 we thoughl i~ W~b 

all right. 

Bob F'r1 c:t::?: Thi:: other- nei ghboun.i J. n the st1'"eet ~ Wl-'~t' '=- they ._, l ). n l E! =>.:IO!E!' 

s1tu,.\tion as yo11 fi.11~11c:icilly? 

1 .. :e:\th Jt1r112si Oh m1;):;1 ·c:l.y, yt.:s. Mosl.:ly t.h~y 1tH:.>1·e. There was v-:..'1~y ft-w -eo~ G: 

bmtter of~. Oh •• most of .• most of the men tnat ~:v00 roun ~s. 

th~y gr.>'ldUa.1. l y got wo1~k at thE f, .. H.P. Ano the1 1 w.:\t> C\nci·i:.hi::ir 

wort... pl;;.\u~ JU t over nc:.:-,:ir th~ schoi:il. It ~i."i\S Lys.a~ 's., Some 

L·Jor!..ed thl'i.'1'"Ui. 1:3t.\t.. <:1h •• j n the 1~eal rlepr·~ssion ye ~r i-1c: f 

very h~rci~ but, as I said, lt was getting b~tter. Sy hL t 1 a 

1tie ~h:i .f'Lelj aL: d".::>S ~ 110 t o. \d l t ~°'a;~ a good Li· t. DEd ~· e· • 

Buh Pr Lem: You've been showing me ~ome old photo~ of your fam1 Ly, Mrs 

Jones, and the c:h:tldren. l•Ji:\~1 'La!::J.:1(;) pl;ot.:.tJ!'j rl. t\l.r y w·~y 

in t1Hjse days? Yo1..1 tlo ·l:.t1~t ve1.-y ofte1"l? 

was callsd a Brownia and it was ab~~ camera, and tho 

'fillums' were crily black encl white. You .• 0h •• nev r go 

col OL\r'!':)d • f :i.11 wns · , they cw me years af ..:er-. Y ·used 

l:o .. u1n 1 • 1 'l:~~h~ ariy •• 'l:al::e ym.tr r.;hildren mostly. But ilnbl "" 1 c:y 

~~il.h ph<Jl-.ographers, i-f yoL1.,wl1en yoL1 want. to ~Pwn, WhJC:n m1::1s_ 

p~r.iplP. r.l1d.1 ever-y now arid aga111, yo~.l e1l1>J::i.yo l\le>ra a .;l ., 

mostly glovr:?s, just:. to go shopp'i.rit;i in t.owri. And •• Lt111 •• y'1r11:::re 

we:il l~i ng a.Jang t:liP str-eet and tl1l7lre wa~> r}hol:.L'.lg1 c. pl,E? ~ 'l-:h ... \t 

used to snap you as you came towards them. Ona on ~ach &1de 

of the 1-oad. \l.Jhi cheve1" ltiny yuL1 c.alliE? 1 you'd run J.. n to one o+ 

ciies!':'.l pl 10LD~rt\pi1ers:; 1 and i:llsy ·cl c;ii va you a t L c.keL w1 Lh :;i 

number on and you'd go .o their stud~o in .. in on of he 

shops in Newc"'$'C.le i:\1'lci ~~1;;:i ths ~ihot.cJ.1 .':1.nci.., you wc:mteu :t.t 

1:.1"\i nl~ it utrnd t.r.:i cost c.u:1(:>Ut ,:\ shi l l:i. ng ea1 1y 1 .,1r1c~ the1'\ ~ l! 

want up to about three and six. We used to get o lot of 
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Bob Pr i 1.::1:;.- ~ 

pholos like that. 

In tl1c depn.::ssl cm ye.:,u·"s 1 1 'vr. bG1en rec:.1c:fj.1HJ ti 1at ·Lhe1' ~ werr=.' 

qu1.l:e c\ lot of pcopte who didn't hav1=.• l1ous€!s. Yo1.1 ste:1t.1:;.·d hr.>w 

yaLl hat! a ho1 lb~, h,c1d n-?l ati ons, but t.l1Pr ' rnus1. h vr:.. ..3P~n • orr 

people wh~ d:cin't have, or warcn't as lucky as yo~. In wnat 

tiitL\f.11 l.on '"'~1· e t.l1ey? 

~ath Jones~ Woll 1 lhGr~ was quite a f~w people like that. Borne cases ihat 

I know, over al Stockton thuy •. wp nenr t e breclbwatcr a. 

~ •• on .-.,, b'Loc:k of I c:i.nC!, or· L.:md ov~1~ th~::re, wh 1~r. the 171 I, 

i9:t8 W81r· lLJas 1..lll thc;:.'y b1.1:Ll'17 g1.1n •• um ... ·i:.hE.:-y i:°'\1.l~d iL.um .... wt.n'i_ 

:ts ii·'~ 8L1n •• ah •• 

9ab Price~ Pits. 

Kath Jones~ l=)h yP.s, gun 1n ts. Arid they wen"' underneath th<=) g1• OLmd .. -rnd 

l:lley ~ •• ! w.3s; rn.::vru- in them~ t1u·l: it seems t-.h~t they hr.id so 

m:my 1~ooms where the mac..h inr:ry f •• f •• fi1-ing .... ne gt..ti•J w s... 

~Jel 1 people useci tc1 l :i. ve .1. n th1:;1r1?.. 1~nd co •• ah •. C:(:JOI:: ng 01~ 

open fire uut the from· •• ~lar:;hec:l th1?.i1'" c:lol:hr•s wh;;;ir·ever i:t·.r::y 

c~ould. And tl1<~n other- peCJple, l:l 1sy t:iuiJ.t l~'ctti= huts along 

t i1e um., ti1 r-:i. ver ban~~, u p Ha:·;i1<lrr:. Thei-m ~-.ac q1.,1.1 te c:.1 t o 

those. They b •• Lhey bu'.!. l i· i:hom out of any o · d ": i ~ or- mc\t. "l'°l c.tl 

t.llc1t tln~y c:ould get hold of. AriythinQ, ym.1 l~now .. j1.1st to f:~!?.ep 

thwn ot.d: o.f the 1>11~ather .. Th<2y wer .. e mosl:1y pFmple )C.h;;\t never 

had any r .. el ati ons tl"1a'\:: had e ho1.li:;o. Anu not.hr-=r •• ariallir;r r. il 

too, r-e.!.atio11s woulc!i1't. a.lways <;;1:1.ve p1:1ople a hand, FeopJ.e 

were self:1sh i:l1s1) .. jL1st. lil~ra srJme o.f thc.•m ~rt? nc:1"'J. 

Bob Prir.f.n Mrs Jt>r1F1s, !'vt) ht?a.rci pet.>ple tr:;lk crf a plm:e called 

Hollywood, which was near Jnsmond. w~at dre yo~r m-mu ~ o 

l;l'iat pl dCE!'? 

;<aLh ,Jnnes: Oh ye!:;, tl1c1t: vJc.1u •• 1.1m •• on the way out to ~"Juf.~mond, ther~ 's ,J 

pad~ 01.\'t the I: way now" W~l 1 .t !:: w.:.\s beyond ti1e fJi:V'I~ tr• b1..1 -h 



.[ i: w1:1s "-'J. l b\.\E>h ther·e. And ti·,i;,L: VJ<::\S .'Olnothe1- i:• .:.h ... E' wl"ierr:: 

p~opl EJ l; ved.. They all iJLli J 'I: thei 1r hous·:-'b t'Llt ... t.'f rmythJ. 118 

thr-.d:: t:hey <:dL1lcl get. The11-e was 110 sa1iit.:.;r-y, or 1Jnyt'h'Ln~. l.1.1<..e 

tha l. I wa.s never :i. n amonq!:>t :i. ·I:~ but :r k:new people \:ha L: 

w •• that were. And beyond th~t , ah •• Hollywcod~ there's• whole 

l. nt r.)f peopJ ~· l j vr:.>d -!:hers, but beyoncl th.-.\t., in the 1L1Sh, 

thc"!~·f.'J Ltsmd t.o be a t:wo-up sc:l1c:>ol. And nft.17?ri tl1e pol L c:r.o> · d 1~<:\~. d 

it and they'd race through ~nd hide in the bush •. n .• n~ar this 

Hol!ywnod 1 a11d t.1-y .:1nd gr-Bb the. uer •• playwr·s the:1t. w&n'"e 

p1ay:ing. rt was r.:111 j11egaJ. y atne .. B1.1t. •• .;.ih •• tnat ;~a=- Hol.i.yNrJut.J 

c:dl 1right~ .'And that \/'Jas whero a lo\. of people L'Jent. 

Bob P1,.:it:e:!· lhr: pec;ple U1at 11ved ht.?1-e 1 -the same c:.\s 1.. l1e peopl.e that lVet: 

in l:11e g Lui p:i.\~t;i and on the banks o-F th~,, r-.i.ver- 1 t;1ey had '10 

employml::!11t e\t li\lJ.':' 

t'.c.1t~1 .!wr.es-:: \.>Jell., i .• ['d ~Cly ~·hen i.'.hey f.Lrst wen.l.. r.11Qf"l=l tney h • .-d no 

employment .1 but t.l1~y wi;;)re g1 adu.:\~ly iJ ett.:i.ng ~ day or 

l::>omel:h ir19 1 i kt? t~hat ., but tt1e.·y C:Qul dn • t 'JiS:t 21 hou~:,e wh~1~e 

l:.ht:.•y • d have enough money b:i fJ•'.1Y t.he ren 1:, so tra.:?y rec:· t 1 y 

lived th~re, sume peopla lived there fer ;ears and years till 

they W?re forced to get out becauss 9 as thJngs go~ b~t~&r, 

they were made get ou~ and they .. Dh .• the c:ounc~l sent 

bulldoz~r s in and bulldc~md thPm all into lhe ground. BuL 

that was Y8clrs after. People lived ther~ Fo~ years. 

)3tl~J P1ri ce: Were tl1c:; bu~. ldings made D{ c.:eirr1.:gated ii-on c.Uld U.n? 

~ ~ath .Jon ~$~ Sonw.1 , yes.1 C:<:ll'TLlt;F=\tsd i t·on C'llici anyth.i. 1 1~,J· 8,!lg. til""Y •15.1l3d tu do 

~lot wlth bags, and .• ~r •. you'd puL thti bclgs on then paint 

thetn over'" w:i. th tc:\r , Mtis t.l y ti 101 .. 1gh th~1y 'd do that for- t he 

1·uo~=, and th.::11: •• ti·1at v~m.1ldn ' t. l 12t UH~ rcdn 1n. 'Rt.it t.her-e \-JC:\:.> 

al.I races l:hel"'c=.-. Tli<?n·'' W,;:\S A1 .. 1'"'t1'"~:\lii:'ilf 1 f:.i Lmd At:;HJ l'"UJJ.nes. A 1 

thc:lt ·.=.or-t o-f Un ng " Th er F! ~1~.sn 'L any •• l:here t'llasn 'L ar1y new 



A\..tsl:.ra.L:i.an~ 'the.11.1 i..lke t\1!-;;1na ·is now. Thr.r1t fr:1r b;C1c;!:: ::: mean" 

DoLl F'1 i~e~ Th~nk yoL.\ v~ry muc:il Mrs Jr'.lnes -ttir sh.:w~Mg s1;,m12 uf y1:;u1 

memo1 ~~s of tMe dep~ession ymara ~n Newc~stte. 
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I , .... ~ ... f.!t.~ .... .f.<.: ....... ~1.~........... ....... . ...................... give my 
per mission to ....... f!:!..G. ...... tf. ....... fl.!.t; .. ~~ ............................... .. 

to use this interview. or part of this interview, for 

research,publicalion and/or broadcasting (delete one of 

these if required') and for copies to be lodged in 

lhe ........... f!.f.l.tM.~~1..ff ...... ~.C ........ :r1..~.~~.~(.f;.,,,,.,,,,,,,,, ........ . 

•••••••••••••••••••••••••••• •• • , •• • •••• • •••••••• , ••••••••••••••• • 11 •• • • • ••••••••• • •••••••••• • ••• • ••••••••••••••••••• ' ' 

for the use of other bona fide researchers. 

Signed 

Date 

Interviewer ........ v __ . ..... ~ .... : ............................................. .. 

c 

. ·.I 




