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Good morning , I'm Helen New. I al.!I interviewi ng Lottie Young , 

former teachPI" of Hunt~r Girls High School . The item i s , 

Domestic Scienc P Schools in th~ Thirties. Today i s Fri dAy, 

thf! e:>ighth of September,1989. 

( We'd better tes t it in a mi nute hadn't we .) 

The schools came into that site, you asked me why it was a s wamp. 

H. Wasn't it owned by the Australian Agricul tural Company ? 

I wouldn't be surprised. It coul d ·be and ol d Roy Davis who taught 

at fhe Junction for yP.ars and years and years , he can r ememb er, 

wher e the rac ecours e is, and wh er e -that hockey field s are on 

Union Street, t hat was all a big s wamp. 

H. What was that man' s name ? 

Roy Davis . 

H, Oh right. 

He's dead but his son was Jack Davi s who was the Inspector 

around the place for a long while . He was at The Junction f or 

years but anyrate the Education Department had that land. Now 

Central School was built in the Depression ••• and that's why 

there were staircases at each end only, ther e are no fireplaces 

in it. 

H. Oh right. 

You didn't know that did you ? 

H. No I didn't r ealise . 

There was a staircase at each end only and ther e were no fi replaees 

and what else did it lack ? I'm not sure that it lacked air v ents, 

I think that might be wrong, but ther e was certainly no firepl aces. 

H. It didn't ~v en occur to me why. 

(can we tes t that ?) Stop. 

Anyrate I can 't r emember, I'm not sur f:? when Girls High opened , 

whether on e was ah P.ad of :the other. I ' m not sure of t hat at all, 

but i t came ther e i t s ays h P r A . i t 'N rl S l<no\.;n as H P.\"Cc:i ~tle Ccn t r al 

Domestic Scif.".'nc e School ••• Ann it Wi3S t hnt until according to this 

pap er t he 36 , t hat it bPcam P. a hi gh school th P.n it was changed to 
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Hunter Gi.rls High School. I don't ·think that 1 s accurate either 

I don't think tl1ose dat~s are accurate . 

H. Home Science, doesn't it say there Newcastle Home Science 

!U p.h School ? 

No it became a High School, that's right in 58 it became Hunter 

Girls, look my appointm~nt to that school was in 46 and it was 

there as Newcastle Home Science High School, that was the name 

of it ••• And that the graduate teachers came in. 

H. Graduate teachers ? 

Yes, graduate teachers camP. in, is this thing still on ? 

H. Yes. 

Well that'll be good for )rou , the graduat e teachers came in 

because it was a high school. 

H. What did it mean by graduate teachers ? they ••• 

People who had a degree ••• degree, ,people who had a degree, 

because prior to this, the school out at Broadmeadow had been 

staffed by people who were Primary trained. There were people 

who may have done a home science course and I suppose they had. 

Now Dorothy Henson who came in there eventually as the Headmistress 

after Will, I think her name was Will Sutherland. But after she 

came in after her, she I think was primary school trained •• and 

her sister was Madge Henson who wHs Maths •• and at one stage both 
.Ll-c..1.-

of them were Principals at B~n School and they didn't speak 

to each other. They walked opposite sides of the road ••• its a 

long story, but that was that •• So the schools came in there now 

but in its early days , now when I f .irst came home in '•6 the school 

was Newcastle Home Science High School, they'd Ha:i staff training. 

Now even at that time the school was divided into two kinds of 

courses. TI1ere was a domestic sciPnce course or home science , I 

think it got it s name then , hom e science cours e and a commercial 

course. 

Now they all did their basic stuff but the home science students 

did five period s of home sci P.nc e a weelt and they did three periods 

of needlework a week . 

H. Oh yes I remP.mber that . 

And the comm erci B.l students would have done shorthand ancl typing 

and business princip~l~. Now whether they did n eedlework, or not 
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I can't remember, I have a vague idea that the whole school dld 

needl ework, I'm not r p::illy surr. nbout that. Ah if you h:3d to mRk e 

up five periods of home science you would have say, two of 

shorthand two of book-keeping and business princip~s. Yes they 

could well have done it because the timetabl e had to balanc e . 

While those people were off having five periods of home science 

the commercial people had to get in their shorthand, book-keeping 

and typing, and I think that evP-rybody did needlework, I think 

that's right because the needlework staff was a large staff. There 

were about five of them at the time, that was a big staff for 

nP.edlework. 

H. Yes there were lots of, there were quite a few degrees there . 

And the pe·ople who, who did the commercial course went: off 

afterwards if they wished to become teachers, they went off to 

Sydney Teachers College and they became commercial teacher s and 

in turn came back Bond replaced or took appointments in what was 

then been known as the3e Hom r tki('nCt' ~cl 1ool8 nnd t hP domrr: tic ki,1 s 

or home sctence, thats the n ewer name , went of£ and took appointments 

as primary needlework teachers and t eachers of home science and 

needlework in home science schools and my two sisters went to 
I 

that school and did that course •• so thats how the teacher s until 
I 

recently, thats how the placement wa~ staffed. 

H. Right, then in th e 6o •s wasn't it they , or the l ate 50 ' s •• 

L.~8 it became Hunter Girls High School. 

H. The Wyndham Scheme came . 

L. The Wyndham Scheme came i n 66 . 

H. 66 . 

L. Before that the residency got changed to Hunter Girls High, do 

you think I ~ver told you this . 

H. No I didn ' t know. 

L. Ail een T. eelown who was the Principal of the place in the 

time hact taught at NewcastlP. Girls High School ;· she was thi=ire 

whe n I was n . 
I 

Girls lligh as a pupil she wan ther e as a tE'acher 

and sh e taught Busi n1?ss Princip~ end Typing and Commerce and 

GPo graphy •• a.nd shP was the tPAch er who got jobs for thos P kids 

who l eft Oirl15 Hi gh in fourth yea r , <UcJn ' t go to th eir :flft h 
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year for their leaving certificate, but they left in fourth year • • 

• •• (not ~ucUblP) • •• She w;:is n vPry p.;oon tPnnis playGr VP-ry goorl, 

anyrate when she was appointed to across the road she always f elt 

LhAt tllr :-icliool w:rn ~rcon<l t•ntr• t11 p0oplr:>' ininns to Girls l!l r;h . 

H. Yes. 

And Aileen had a degrPe aHc1 she was a • • so she got sick of this 

home science tag on it she got sick of the school being labelled borne 

science , ah because they took for granted everyone did some cooking 

and then she had the namP changed to Hunter Girls Hi gh S~hool, that 

was why that was done. 

H. Didn ' t the students from Newcastle Girls High School go over and ? 
€.. va.tf 

That was only later wheh ~ brought in the .fact that everyone 

had to do cooking, that was later. 

H. Yes I can remember my older sisters coming from, going over from 

Girls High and doing cooking . 
fva.H 

Tb.at wos later when Clive Ev.€-P-~ put that through , but before 

and that would have been , must have been in the early 60 1 s but it 

wasn ' t , it certainly wasn't ther e becaus e Aileen was the one who 

was responsible for that , She was the one who put that school 011 

its feet . I 'll t ell you that. 

H. Yes I was ther e when that was announced I was there in 57,58 , 59 . 

Well you must have been there when I was there . 

H. Yes . 

Who are you ? 

H. Helen Wilson. 

Can ' t remember , I c an't remember , no I came I went back to Jesmond 

fifty seven I can't evP.n r emember 56 I came back to the Hunter 57 , 

58 I've forgott en . 

H. I remember you were at J esmond , I can rem~mber that. 

That ' s right I CBme back in then , well anyrate that that ' s it 

and then, some time or other Clive ~vatt had the bright idea that 

ev erybody in N.s .w. was eoing to havP to l earn to cook . So thP school 

er had to accorfodete in its rooms th e a th e crowd across the road 

the, the first formers they were only first former s from across the 

roAd and I think hy th0n it hrid b,...nn chanr,cd in tho junior ~chools 

to how much th Py had to do th0y wPrP no lon~er I don 1 t think they · 
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nearly had to do fiv ~ pPriods nn>rnore . I think that got changed , 

I cant remember when, but I think that happ1?.ned because there wohld 
M 

have been no way in the world that that school could have accomodated 

first formers from Newcastle High , Girls High and First Formers 

from all the r est in thos e kitchens. Th ey had that they couldn.tt 

have fitted i n with them doing five periods right f1·om the word 
I 

go, so they must haVP. cut down on that and I cant r emenber rP.ally 

H. And then I think it wa7' t?ither 58-59 that French languages came in. 

Yes, that thats true and I r•11 tell you by looking nt th~ maea?.ines 

if pou'd like to stop the tape for a second . STOP . 

Well that was ri~1t then the French came in in 59 And I woul~ 

imagine that one of the reasons when i t came in was that Aileen 

was very k een that the pAople who had f inished their leaving 

certificate at Hunter, whRt'wes it Hunter Girls High? I think it 

was 59 , would have bP-en eligiblP. for Sydney University , it was one 

of th@ pre requisites, was Freuch . 

H. I see. 

And you see prior to that they would not have been able to 

m~triculate, no pupil from that school untau~1t, they had what was 

a prerequ~si~e ip tl:lose days,.and th:::i.t was for language. They would 

not have been AblP to m~triculate; they wouldn't hRve been accepterl 

into University to do anything because they had Shorthand , Typing , 

Book-keeping. They had Home Science so they couldn't apply for 

University •• and her idea of ~P.tting French in I suppose in pref cr enc @ 

to Latin because I suppos e Latin was a bit di:!!ad~ by then and 

ah at thA.t time anyway to get into the ( Newcastle) to Sydney 

University remember Newcastle didn't exist . You had to have Honours , 

so that w ~1 qlc:l affirm why she did thAt. 

H. I see ••• why did you choose teachine as a career? 

Well it was what I,wanted to do you should be asking how could I 

to present it, that was a more pP.rtinent fJu estion. 

No I had always wanted to tRacl1 , ah and I got a schol~rship t o go 

to Sydney and how I got .tnto Plly11ical Educat I un , we 1rnd to chooeP. 

Rl1 option , I Cl!ln ' t sing a tun P ~nd I c ~rt:3.inly wa sn ' t eoir1e; tc: do 
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music and I can't draw so I ended up choosing to do Physical 

Ellucation as an option for two years • I did Two yP.ars primary 

I did that at the end of those two years. Broughton Young had 

arrivnd from Canada And he wAs st~rtin~ up National FitneRs 

and ah, he put in , there was a PhysicAl Education course put 

into Sydney Teachers College and four of us who had done it as 

an option were given a~ extended scholarship and got into 

Physical Education. 

H. Did you find teaching r ewarding ? 

Mm Mm Mm VP.ry much whether it was these days is another 

story. 

H. ( laugh) I think you 've just answer ed that question, the 

choice of ••• 

I'm glad to be out see when we tAught in at Hunter that ' s a 

particularly good school.it was a selective school. If the kids 
I 

were there wanted to l earn , they had brains and in addition to 

that I ended up bf'ing t\:>richinF, ••••• but you !mow thP kids WE>rt-' 

good and the staff r eally work ed for those children they w~re, 
it was a very good fltaff it re::illy was. Those kicls had a tP.rrific 
education. Aileen Treglown , she would get on the phone and she'd 
ring up so and so she ' d been playing ten11is with who she ' d 
known in her younger days . The kids got really good jobs , because 
of her, especially the promising ones , you know thP. ones who 
were leaving, what was being say , in third year. You see when 
those kids left. school in third year they l eft with a Shorthand 
Certificate saying they could do x words per minute, with a 
~yping Cerificate s aying they could do this and that and thP. 
other and they did DusinPss Princip~l~. Sure therP were no 
computers and all that jazz in the offices but they went into 
offices fully t r ained anrl they got some of the best jobs in 
Newcastle . 
H. Did you hevP thF> e ar.tr-> choiCP!'S as thP men t eachers in subjects 7 

Wben I WAS at collegP yes , yes we did I can ' t r emember who 
yes there were fellows in th~ ' Phys Ed '. Y~s we wPre yes we went 
into primary teachers primary school or sports and ah WP. w~re in 
our section . I suppose I cAn 1 t remPmlH~r but WP. all had choices 
of options , we had to do an option its callPd an option . Can ' t 
rPmember how rnEmy hours a WPFk but anyway we did and there were 

f Pllows who were in ' Pllys Erl ' , t li Prt'> were f~llow~ who werp in 
art as well , so yP.e mm. 
H. Why do you think , what do you th ink wes the purpoSP. of 

Domestic High schools , Dnrn Ps Lt<~ ~kJ P tlCP llir,h Sc hool F- a ucl \vh y 

the accent on DomeHtic Sci ence ? 



'1 • • 

BecatJAP. I think at that time they had the bright idea that 
RnyonP Rh who WnR f"Oinp: to hRVf' f"Vf'TI GPCOn<inry P,nUCAtion , 
made sure how to cook and e@w . SR~ don ' t forget as early as 

l ate as as· early ~s what sRy 23 that was after the first world -
war thf'rP woul<i have bPen very f Pw eirls who would hAVP. h:"lf\ 
secondary education and so tllP.Y would havf> pllt them into this 

to do home science . Taken for sranted that that was the thine 
t o l earn to do . They dion't need an academic course and I 

would thi nk that until this school was establ ished the onl y 
ot her schoolin NPwcastle would have been the school on the 

Hill , and after , I don' t know when Hamilton started and I 
don't know Wickham started . Nor do I know when ah what else 
was there ? I don't know when thosP two domestic schools started 

I don't know . 
H. I hBVP a little bit of informRtion about them at home I 
think , ah wel l this is a magazine when Central in 1933 . 

No well I haven!t seen that-wh~~s that say? ' . 

H. Oh i ts talking about the cottage there , its not a very 
good copy. 

Oh i ts the cottage at thG front of the school , 
H. Yes •••• and theres an accent there on ' the girls who come 
are obtaining practical knowlPntt<" of home mnking which ~re 
carried out faithfully and WP.11 now and in the future should 

aid in the buildi ng up of homes of which a new country or 

nation should be justly proud '. 
Mm bla bla bla , bla bl a bln ••• thP.re ' s th::i.t photo • • this is 

you ' ve got this out of here , haven ' t you? 

H. Yes that ' s right , yes there ' s Mrs . Chipchase . 
Hazel mm ah I thought I hAd a shot of the cottage in hAre 

l ook you know thflt just soundD so much like hi falooting 
Education Depar tment stuff ( lAllgh) because i f you dici home 

science at tne school you wil l remember that you went into 
that place anc1 alternAtely you han R turn in the cottae;e and 
al ternately yot! had a turn to do ~oolting and they used to m~ke 
the becis clPan the bathroom . Rerni:>mber you l~arned how to clean a 

bathr oom - mak~ thP bP.ds learn how to fill thf··· . mak'= toast or 
Whr3t havf' you. You know the kitchPn • • • But I don ' t think they 

ever did any r eal shoppine or Any b11clgeting I'm rlamn sure 
they didn ' t . 
H. No , no I cRn remi:>mber when •• 

They lParnP.d how to make thr~ br.;cls . 

H. we lParnPd how to m:ln:I r.ttrP our nFiils ( l::aughJ and ah sitting 
at the rl!nine tablP . 

YPS setting thP dining t ablP t:hr>t would bP right. Sitt1ne 
round thP clining room tabl~ rPrnr>mb~r that . I think that ' s 
just e Jot of you know hi f:il ooti. nr ~t1 1 ff ror th r. p 1=1p Pr or 
whati=>v f' r they wer P put ting in tJH~rr> bPr. a u .sP I wo tldn ' t hnvr 
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, thought that until thi=> sEnior school, with the Dom1?stic or 

HomP SciPnCP kldR woul~ r~Ally hAVP hRd ~ true Appr~cintion 

of InPl\U:~ ,'Jnci tF1blr lirwu m1d !.10 011 , How I remP.mber 1J€'CAUS(c' my 

two sisters in law did this ;;md I also remember it from others , 
but in thP Hiehr.r ~chool i n t hP homf' wlli=i ts i t c all Pd thr-• 

L@aving Cf'rtificatf' for t h P homr.- sci0nce studPnts , thPY h f.l<l to 

cook up a full er 8 . full, a meal , possibly e thret. cours e meal. 

They had to bring their own table linen their own glassware. 
H. Yes WP did that. 

And thPy had to do all of trrnt. That wasn't in Junior school 
that would havP beP.n in SF.n:i.or school. Thoy would hav~ lE>arned 
how to er you know do things pP.rf P.ctly. Th P-re would have been 
of course nothing wr ong because there was nothing around in 
those days and I would think -that the people who did fiv e 
yP.ars in the home sciP.nce school then, would have known a 
great deal about cookin~ and a great deal about ah I suppos e 
cutlery and glass and I suppose about cleaning and looking 
after, you know looking after silvPr and glass. I can remember 
when I, I can remember oncP walking around a first year exam, 
ahome sci ence r:>xAm , you know wlv:~t makes a g1 O::>d garbage bin , 
now that was hilarious to mP. Yes ••• I can rPmPmber onP day 
when about after a month a ,junior cl~ss p robnbly a ft rs t yC'nr 
came ov e r to P. E. clutching cRke tlns, remPmber they h aci 

cake tins and all this jazz came over Bnd I said' and what havP. 
you don e ' today' ? They said they mad e toast and orange juicP 
and washed up. It took them five periods.so you see there 's 
the other side to it too, isn't there 11 

H. YPS, 

I think that in the senior school that that cooking stuff 
was really good. It 's not n early as good as it used to be . 
H. I can remembPr having a r eally good basic learning. 

In junior school ? 
H. Yes. 

ThPy would hAve , 
H. We had a dPmonstration class in the morning. 

They would hav e a demonstration prep class and you had a 
practical class. 
H •••• and we hAd to set thP table and sit down and eat as w~ll. 

That's rlght I rememb~r thRt too mm mm. 
H. Yes And Pverything had to LP c llPcked ill thf>' drawPrs and 
ev~rything positivP.ly cleen . 

Yes and you woulci havP been taught table manners , I remP.mber 
that. But that's all gonP that hAs gone by the board, becAuse 
now th P.y h a ven't enough tj_m p And therp·• s this panic and rush to 
ge t through. 

H. Yes it ' s thP s am e with nP.r->rHework ••• the girls these <iays 
don't hav P thP skills that WP l~arn~d wh Pn we WPrP •• 

- I I "" I 

• ,, '.! 
~ ; I i • - -·' . . _......, .. 

• . . ..., • I I , 
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Yes you would hav P how to dr;:ift , that's right and you would 

havP. learned how to do ev.rPy k:lnd of se~m and st.itch and ypu 
had to do little samplPs and you had to mak e those tissue things 

rPmember that. too, 
H. We did th<'\t i n primary scl1ool s 1 w1~ 

basic stuff in primary scl1ool. 

Well I supposR if life is differ ent 

~lso learned, did our 

and i f there are a lot 

of stretch fabrics and if there ar~ better sewing machines 
then you can well ask what is th~ need? 
H. Oh well by my experience of what my children have l earned 
and what the young lass next door has learned it's, pretty 

h:cpeless. 
I think that you know, your basics are the things, but 

whether you need to spend hours and hours drafting a pattern 

when you can go and buy one I don't know. 
H. YPs fair enough, although I did I didn't particularly 
like the drafting that I can remember but, later on when my 
children were small, the Enid Gilchrist patterns wer e very easy 
to follow and it just gave you the grounjings to do t hat . 

Well you seP I'vA n ever done needlRwork in my li fe and when 
my child was small I us @d the Enid Gilchrist pattP.rns too , 
because it was shP er mathPmatic s . DrRfting is pure mRth ematics 
inn•t it. Yes so if your good at maths •• 
H. WPll that's funny I wasn't good at maths but I still managed 
to do dra f ting and differP.nt things like that you know •••• 
Did you teach mostly at the domestic sc i enc~ Rchools ? 

I began teaching in 44 and I went to Dulwich Hill Home 
Science School and I ~~~A~ttwo yeArs there and then I came home 
in 1946 and in 1946 remembPr it came Newcastle Home Scjence 

High School and I taught therP. till half way through what 50 

and then I left and I wemt bock at the end of 51. I taught there 

till t erm three in 53 and .fh8n I l eft then I came back there 
to teach in l et me think p erhaps58 •• 57-58 . 
H. There was a Miss Edmunds ••• 

At the time yes she was ther e I eaw her a coupl e of we eks 
ago, y es shP was thPre, I camP back in there in 58 and 59 . 
It'll be in the magazin es I can't r @member exactly wh en, and 
thPn I stayPd ther P unt il I \·1ent to a .. stayed there And I 
took language I did a degrPe nf ~0r that in modern lru1guagPs 

and I tFlught ther e Fltld then I went out to Wnrat ah whpr,1 the 
school wa::; co::ilr->scPd, aml3}E':i3m~.trc:l or whatf'vPr word they u spd 

tN ~ t"t'l ~C:L Ir\ . 
and fin i shrrl 011t at w~rnJ?1· sh. 59 w::is tllr answer I wasn ' t thP.re 
in 58 . 
H. Tlrnt W::J::i fon nPrly lJC'\\IC:'lf'tl c, Boys fli~h . 

Thats right . 

H. WPll clid your pET:-1pcctiv0r, ~lrnnp;0 Flftr:--r you le3ArnPd AftPr 

YOIJ tau rh t (~ r rm fin. 
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What do you mPan did my pPrspcctivPS ch~ngP , whet do you 

m0an by that ? 

H. Well from doing P. E, from tPaching :·. E •••• well did you 
J1 s vr s cJifJrrrnt outlook on Lr:lc ll lllfl Llwn at from wll<~n you 

first bt=-gan tPacr1ing. 
I think so I wouldn't have stayed that long if I had had to 

get kids through high school certificate but didn't have to 
do any Phys Ed . did you ••• Oh I don't think so I think you 
know we still worked v ery hard for them. 
H. Do you think that the sturh:nts i n the 50' s-60' s had a well 
rounded education ? 

Compared with what 7 
H. Compared with well in thP 30 ' s whPn the accent was on 
domestic •• 

I think so yes becausi=i ln thr> time tl1at I wns in there the 
kids din more maths, they were able they had time to do more 
Honours therP were differ,mt there was more Geography there 
was more History,therP. morP. Social Studies. I think .so think 
they did and thP..re were a lot more avenues open to them, because 
you know in the enrly 30 ' s , all thosa could done from that 
school if they had left with a ••• if they'd left in fifth 
form, they co ld have gone to t eachers college ah to become 
those kind of teachers we talk~d ~bout Parlier. If th~y had 
left in third form with a dPc ent certificate in typing and 
shorthand they would h~v e got jobs ::tnd 11p~rt from that if 
they I suppose if thPy'd b een homP sci Pnce kids they would have 
worked in chemist shops. 

H. Shop assistants 

Shop assistants thPy nev@r woul<i have gone into Banks I 
don't know ••• I just know this , the time Aileen Treglownwas 
Headmistress at that school, those kids got really good jobs 
you know she really hard to put those l{ids on a par with: 
Girls High across the road. 

H. Yes I remember the competition between the schools. 

Not lP-ast amongst them in sport. 
H. You mentiont?d earl.i er about the site of the school and 
you mention~d about a rac ecourse ? 

Yes I'm talking about the racecourse as J. l. is now , wherf' 
it i s in Hamilton South, th1=1t WBs swampy lAnd too. I beliP.V€' 
I'm not suggesting that it was joined to it, but Hamilton 
South was ~ very swampy arPF.L <m(i enothf?r intPrP.sting thing 

you probably don ' t lmow this either, but you know the city 

drains th~t ran along th P. school thP sid e of th e school ? 

H. J em1er Pa r ade -
Jr->rmPr Para r1 P ::ind thPll t.hriy run Blong thc:- sirlrci of tht' 

school r Ememb er ? 

H. Yes. 
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They went back behind the hockey fields down behind No . 2 
Sports Ground and round between No . 1 and No . 2 , right beside 
thf' hocl< f'Y fi< ldn ;,ncl tlwn J r' llllr'r Pnrndr onr r.nrnP. ill l.nv1nnl 

near tho s~ flats . 

H. YPS . 

HernrrnllPr' Lhat ? Wr.11 Doro t hy ll cn son Mnder ll0riaonn f:~ thN' 

was the Engine~r who was hrought out to do thosP with the 

WatE:r Board and they lived at Mayfield . That ' s what people 
that ' s the Engineer who'd been responsible fo r that and I ' m 
very you know , you find th flt out \-Ji th the WAter Board. 
I don ' t remember I don't r E>rrwrnbPr N0wcaRtle befor() the two 
schools were built on the site . I don ' t remember the hockey 
fields not being there . I r ememb er the ones nearest the 
school bPing developed but the ones on Union Street were 
always there to my mind and I c Prtainly remember thP pl~y ground 
I wi sh to god therP were s om e pic-ture!J of it . When I came 
home to t~ach b ecause ah )'OU know you coul dn ' t, lets see you 

know whf'r e the caretekP.rs cottage , I remembP.r that bPine 
built , the cal"P taker.·s cottage wafi built there , well beyond 
that or even befor e that , that ' s whE>re the school fin.lshec1 
and ther e was aniseed swamp all nown along that drain. 
H. Wasn ' t t h e l'hinese markAt g~rdens somewhere down t11£!re ? 

Somewhere dovm there . 
H. \'/here the athl~tics fielrl is now r-md they f ill Pd it UI> ? 

I don ' t remember that , WlJ 11n I went back to Girls High in 
the lat e 3 ; t s , that was a swamp . That was ;:in ana when I say 
aniseed th.qt t all anisePdy WPE>d thing. That was .a swamp , ther e 
WPr e no Chin eSP gL rd ens there . I think the Chinese gardPns 
from what I h ear Hoy Davis or heard Roy Davis talk about . I 

think the Chinese gardens 1 • .., er P. down Union Street·. I'm not 

sure wh~re they were but they wPre there s omewhere ; and how 
the Education Department a<tJuirPd that land on the other side 

If 
of Union Street !or the Coll ege I don ' t lcnow . but they mus t 

hav e at the time a~uired a hunk of land around Harnilton South . 
H. I think I did tome across something , I know t he Australian 

Agricultural Cornpany owned a lot of land, they had land a t 

Tamworth and they h a d land at Port Stephens and I think the 

Education Department bought some of th e la.tJd from thf'rn . 

In the early chys th e A. A. Company , there are a couple 
of interesting books I ' v e just bP en r1: ading Lliat , the /\. sA. 

Compani es or 'their shipment \'las at Tare<? and Por t StGphen s 
and the A.A . Cornpany • •• stop . ( end of tape ) 

H. Icame across t h i=- history of DumarPsq StreP. t the rer:tson that •• 
Din you . yes was a s urv<"yor or ;<1as hr- ::111 explo r er ?I ' V P 

forgott fln , Roy wi 11 tr->l l yo11 , I <ion ' t lmo\·1 but h P wos on P of 
thP b10 . 
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H. Yes I can 't quite r ecall now, he was a : famc>us, I think 

h~ was part of thP A.ustrnlinn A~ricultural Company to~ • 
Yes he could have be~n too. 

H. He WAS, tb ~re were A few nnmP.s mentioned. 
Yes well you see , whPn thoSP when tho SA two ~mhools were 

built, now this makes me think that Girls High was built before 
ah Newcastle before Home Science because it was built with a 

gym with a sprung floor and an Assembly Hall and when the other 
school was built they had to share there were numerous fights 
about 1 t becaus e of the timetables, and I ah and it mal<:es me 
think that the crowd from the Hill moved down to Parkway Avenue 
about 28 about 1928. I haven't got aa many Girls High magazines 
as I have of Hunter and if they moved down there in 28,(looks 
at magazines) oh there 'sthe answer, they did, right. 
H. Oh yes. 

So that school was built prior to the Depression, 28, 
Newcastle Girls High wa~ built prior to the Depressiono So 
therefore it had every thing, it had a library, it was magnificent 
were you ever in it 7 with plate , er stain glass doors on it 
with some badges on it the library. 
H. Only once or twice. 

Well it did and that ' s no longer there, but it did have 
that library upstairs in the centre.It had chimneys and 
fireplaces in every room, it had two staircases, but it wasn't 
as l ong a building as Home Science and it had wings, Home sci ence 
is a squat block, 
H. Yes. 

and th~n the kitchen tack ed out here and the cottagP. out 
the front.Newcastle was built lih:e an :;rc·cher, the science rooms 
were down one side and there was a stair there and then there was 
the centre of the school but there weren't nearly as many class 
rooms. Tho corridors weren't nearly as long and they had stairs 
and thRy h~d an eissembly hRll built in the middle of the 'U' 
and then theiy h ad a gym which was built wi-th a sprung floor 
and the <ieal we.A when this school\ ,,,,111 s WhEm Home Science was 

built in whatever it was 31 or whenever it was, that they had 

to ShAre. 

H. YPs ••• then Hamilton South that was an Intermediate Home 
Science School, that was built around period. 

I didn't know that , Ithinl{ , I don ' t know that school I 

don't whether that was just an extension of the primary school 
that was there.See that could heve been a big primary school 
in its day; and they had , morP. people \'Wt'e wanting a secondary 
education and they could hBve .just s aid r ight your going in there. 
But see as far as I can r GmG'rrlbPr Harnil ton Home Science School 

and Wickham Hom,... .Sr;iP.nc 1• Sd1o<Jl nnrl I ' 111 sure t lrn t 'd.i.c l<htlrn 

would have dP.velop ed from a primP<ry s chool to a centrAl school . 

s~e in the country ages ago befo 1~e t he war or straight after 
th@ wa r thPrP. WPI'P v r-> ry f'Pw Jli. [!.h scl1ools , t h oy wPr" rr:>nt.rFll 
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schools nnd thP pernon wllo 1t.•n n in chi:trgr of tbc:im, wns also 

in charge of' the prima1·y school , Cooks hill was like that. 

Anyway the children who came from WickhHm and Hamilton cRme 
into u s in senior school and the Cooks Hill kicjs as f'ar as 
I remember at one stage ~nyratP , had a choic e of going into 

Newcastle or coming to Hunter. 
H. Yes. 

and if they wanted languages in Junior school 
at Cooks Hill then they would have bPen going to Newcastle. 
H. There's a library book I've had at hom8 , I should have 
brought it with me but it got I think 1929 , Newcastle, stories 
about Waratah, MayfiPld and therP. 1 s mr->ntion of a f ew of the 
schools and about Lys~ght:; F.1.Tld oh just the whole dPveloprrient 

of NewcastlP, so it does have :=i little bit of the fact. In that _ 

Well I know that the girl:3 left the Hillside to come down 
to Parkway Avenue Senior th i n the boys left to go to Warrrtr:ih ­
Waratah school was built after Girls High. I don't know how 
long aftar but I know that it was and the a •• for a whil e the 
boys wc:irP. up on the Hill and then of course wh en they both 
lPft then it became a Junior HiRh School end it was a boys 
only. And it was, see the samP time now I don ' t knO\'/, I 
suppos e in about 31 when the girls left Broadmeadow to come to 
Newcastle then Broadmeadow would have been Broadmeadow Central 
school and it was a boys school s o it was having what the 
girls were having in town and then WhPn the Hill was able to 
lose its top pupils to Waratah and to Ni?wcastle, to Parkway, 
then I suppose the Hill was r!ble then to take more boys in 
a central type Situation , although that al so, they also were 
High school kids because a friend of mine had left from thPre 
to Waratah. 
H. Does that school exist now ? 

No it doesn't. E l.i)f) "'" .._ /u• 'w. ""'J ~ t..L.-t-f. ( 1 f '"T ) 

H. I r ememb er the boys coining down from there . 
But you se~ the boys, thP people who were at the Hill if 

they wanted , I can remPmbPr this too; the people who wPre at 
Broadmeadow, if they wanted to go beyond ~lRir Third year in 

those days to do their Leavine Certificate then they had to 
go out to Waratah. Now thP Captain of CPntral School was Rey 
Vintage very good at sport. HP WP.lit out to Waratah I'm surf'? 
fu r., a while, whether h<' stAyPd thi?re or not.He was very good 
at sport. h£' ended up beinl3" Cap tAi1! 

I 

but he was an example of s omebody who went from Central, 

Bro11dmer1dow to gP.t more tllan IHtPrmi=id.i.al':e Pd ucation, they 
had to go to Waratah. Now I don ' t know whether at Wnratah 
they hfld a section into which they could eo , bPcaus~ they 

were obviously , they woulc.l have hR.d no one with them. ThP.y 
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would hevP h8d all the woodwork, t rnch. drAwing ,met~l work and 
tho~H~ t lline;r:i mid t hP. k i ds J'rorn Junior Hicl1, wllPther tlwy hsc-1 

those or not I don't know, but they vwuld have also had French. 

And s 00 the kid::> f rom Cooku Hill , ot t h at staee Co oles Hill was 

a High s chool and th@ g irls from th er~ wr-rP going to GPntral 
to HomP Sci ence High or Newcastle and the boys in t own would 
have been going out to Waratah; and then the next school that 
opern~d wa s the Tech. High . Ne wcas tle Technical High School 

that opened at Tighes Hill and then it got trans f er red to 

Chatham Roa d; and then of course the other schools which were 
opened around th e town and I think Belmont is the oldent. 

I'm not sure , but -rthink i t i s. They openAd as full High 
schools offering everything , you lmow LanguagfOs end Home 
Sci E'nCE , Woodwork and all that ,j ri zz . B 11t BPlmont, I 1 m sure 

Belmont , well of course Belmont was opPned beforP the Wyndham 
that would have t o hav P bP en, B~lmont' s bP en there god lmows 

30 1 Lio, 30 years. 

H. Jesmond Hi gh s chool was a br::md new school too, didn ' t 

it open in 57 ? 

Mieht h~ve bP.en 56 I went there, in 57 I think it could 
have been 56 but the chilrlren who wer P. dP.sirrnated for JesMond 

were boarded a t other ~chools. Th Gy WPrP hoarded a t Broadmeadow 
I think Cooks Hill , I'm not surP about that arni at Wal lsr-md 

and the person who was the UeadruRstPl" Algy used to wr:1nder 
round to thPs e schools becaus~ the s chool came on upon ships 

from England in pnckac;es, It was pre~ 1ifa.~1c and until they got 

it built h e had his pupils thP..n~ . Now I went there in I think 

57, I think it was there 57, probably 57-58 so I think the 

school was there in 56. I think that's right I 1 m not su.:r'P. 
when they actually got into the building there that wa s a 

pre fab school and that's where that was. 

H. It ' s clas p t;o t hat time becaus e I had t he opportunity of 
going t h e 1, t? and I wanted to go to •• 

~ere did you go from to s:1..:hool ? 

H. Waratah , \far at ah Primary . 

~nd d:i.d WerA.t::i,h feP.d into Jesrnonci at thri.t time ? 

H. YPS yPs , I livPrl at Ah GPorgetown, 
Dirl you ? 

H. Yes I prPfPrr~~ to go i1tu NFWCRstlA Hom~ Sci ence High 
School. 

Well do you BP~ any of tl1~ girls you wPre at school with 
still , do you s~o a nyone ? 

H. Oh not v Pry oftF"n but, it wns wr:>lro gol.ng back to the 

school aft~ r no long . I ' d brr-r1 j.n t h P grot tnrls beforr:> but 

wal l{ing , oh walking b:ack into tlrnt school was , it wHs likri 
A trip bR~ k in sp~~~ , in t l m0, 

Th e Horp r.> \' c i enc 0 DF>pert10Pnt: 1 s ull the=> Ji!Ptal wor l{. 
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H. Yr:>s, yps r ~'fE'rything was ~hRn~Fd bi;t • • 

The cottage b~came thP /\rt DepnrtmPnt didn't it? 
H. I thin'L< so , where WP h~d sport, I asked the girls the 
other dny, thP.y said it's c ;\l led the-' Tr->d shecl onrl as lon~ 

as th Py 4 v P \mown it • s jur; t bP~n C8llr:'O thP TP-d s h cu tmd it's 

just got all storagA •• 
That was the gym. 

H. The gym yes 
See that was, Aileen Treglown was responsible for getting 
that too I believe because , th~re was nothing. When I first 
came home to t each there was nowhere to teach , we taught 

outside . 
H. Yes , it ' s all stored up with equipment and tools and 
different things . 

It ' s not good , now what else did you want to lmow ? 

H. I think it's prPtty well rounded, roundC?d off , there was 
music but they teach music th ese days in schools too don ' t 
they , yes and Art ? 

When I co.me home to teach tn L16, now I don ' t kno\\I who 
hAd music before that, but from all thP .time that I wos there, 
there wr:>re qualified music peoplP by thAt I mean p~oplr who 
had done their cours0s in music , their dPgre es in music and 
likewise in Art . Now I don ' t what it was l ike before that , but 
from ~6 onwara that school had what I would term specialist 
tP.echers in those areas . 
H. Those areas , well thanl<: you Mrs . Young, it ' s been inter esting . 
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Helen New . 
6.F.Australian History. 
Oral History Summary of Transcl'ipt. 

Newcastle Central Home Scienc ,., School was built adjacent 
to Newcastle Girls High School during the Depression. 
" In 1936 it became a High School and the name changed to 

Newcastle Home Science School. 
When the name changed to Hunter Girls High School in 1958, 

the school gained an influx of graduate teachers, formerly 
the staff were primary and mostly home science trained. 

In 1946 the school had two courses, home science and 
cummercial subjects, plus needlework.The commercial stud ents 
later became commercial teachers and subsequently home science 
students were teachers of home science. 

The Wyndham Scheme was introduced in 1966: Aileen Treglown, 
then Principal of Hunter also taught Commercial subjects 

and Geography at Newcastle Girls High. She helped the 
Intermediate students get jobs, she felt that NPwcastle Horne 
Science High School was viewed as second rate to Newcastle 
Girls High School; she endeavoured to change the label of 
'home science• , subsP.quently the school was• called Hunter 
Girls High School . 

Clive Everett deciden everyone should learn to cool<, so 
/ll. Newcastle Home Science School had to accomodate the stud ents 

from Girls 1Highf that scheme wns phased out before 1957. 
French was introduced in 1959 t o upgrade the standard , 
students were required to Mqtriculate with Honours to enter 
Sydney University, (Ngweaetle l'.:Jniverei'b' wa" nefl @:K~-~·b~n~) 

languages were a pre requisite. 
Mrs . Young chose teaching as a career; she went to Sydney 

I Teachers College on a scholarship and chose Physical Education 
as an option to Primary teaching . Broughton Young from Canada 
started National Fitness, then introduced a Physical Education 
Course into Sydney T.e'achers College, she and three others wer e 
given an extended schoarship in Physical Education; she found 
teaching very rewarding. 

Hunter was a selective school, the students had the best 
tuition from their teachers, with specialist teachers in 
Art, Music and those areas . Commercial students left with 
full training and certificates to get the best 9ffice jobs 
in Newcastle . 

At Teachers College the sam e choice of subjects were open 
to both men and women. 
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J 
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After the first world war , few girls had a ny s econdary 
education . In the curriclJlum of thP. Domestic Home Science 
Schools , th ey were r Pquirccl t o cl o cookine flnd sewi11e; t h e 

accent wa s on home ma king , it was b eli ev ed t hey did not 

need an academic education. At that time the only oth~r 
school was on thP Hill . 

In the cottage at Newcastle Home Scienc e School the 

stude-nts l ~ arn ed ~ltPrnately with cooking l Pssons , home 

making , tabl:e manners , meal planning, the c a r e of linen, 

silverwarP and glAsswar e and 

period and practical l essons 
end presenta·tion , Pating thP. 

eff ici ently . 

l aundry.A dPmonstr ation 
~~ . 

c ons ist:!.ng of f ood preparntion 
mPal a nd clearing up 

NPedlework and drafting skills were taught ; t oday str~tch 
fabrics and e;pod ~f'wing mAchin <?s and pAtterns ar e available . 

Mrs . Youne; t t:1ught .tn some do111Fstic schools ~nd then cornplet ed 
a ModPr n Language D0gr ee and tr-H.Jght at IJ cwcastl e Boys ' Hi gh 

School at ~aratah. 
Th e stud Pn t s had R wel l round ~d educ a tion in the 50 ' ~ , 6o • s 

compared with th e 30 ' s . They did morP MAt hs , GE"ogr aphy , 
His t c•ry and Social StucH ei=i ; fin Honours DPgr eP. wa s more viable , 
g r catPr opportuniti es we1·e opcm to them . Th e p up i l s of t he 

30 's only had teachina and of fic e job prospects , home sci enc~ 

girls procure d shop assJ;stant jobs . 
In the vicinity o.f H~mil ton South which wa s mostl y :mi s eed 

owamp , therP was a rac ecourse and Chine s e ma r ket g.qr r1ens 
were rn~ar the athletics fi eld. The city dra ins ran b ehind 

the hockey fields and no . 1 nn c.1 no . 2 Sports ground ; tbes P. 
drains were Engi n eer ed for t he Wat t?r Boa rd by Dorothy and 

Mnd ge H@nson ' s father . Th P. Educ ation Depnr tmPnt would have 
~ . 

aouired th@ land from thr> f\.ustr al ian .Agricul tur ci.l Comp?.ny . 

A.Girls
1
Hi5h wa s buiJ t prior t o Newc astl e c ~ntral anrl had a 

spring floor gyrn , an assrmbly hall and oth er faci l i ties whi ch 
thE> t wo s chools wer e exp Pct ed t o s har'= . In 1928 t he girl s 

from t he Hlll mov ed t o ParkHa y J\vcm u e and t h e boys t o 

War atah . 

As the derna11 rls gr Pw1 mor P p @ople n e ed r-rl sr:iconoar y education,, 
Af t l'"r t hP war t here WE::' r e .fpw Hie;ll s cl10ols , mostl y c en t r a l 

schooJ s . Hami l t on und Wi cklrnm woul rl lW VP gr own f rom PrimMr y 

t o C -:: n trril schools , t h 0 n r v !"n t u ally to Interrn Pdia t E' Horne 

Sci r nc r· Schools . 

'.rhr:: pupil s .rro!ll C ool<c~ : Lt 11 , lloin i.l ton :md Wi c ld wtn cArn ~· t o 

Hun LPr nr Girls l Ll g!1 t o co1:1p l c:- t 0 srn ior hi gh school, 

Rr l ,.r. t: i n!" CJir1 ~ lfi. 1~!1 fo r l. t'i ll f': ll :'1f"' I"~ . J1 r11:1d rn, •0dow rin ci llw Il l 11 

s cl1ool s l •t·camP Doy R' 11 i p:li :: c: hool ~ , ( 111r Hi 11. r-r-lwol ; !> n ow 

non - r xis t ~n-:. ) <=lnd th e boys frotn Bro '.ldrn c-fldow coinpl i? t e:>d t h e i r 

L ~avin e; t; Prti fi c t1 t: "' at \·/ an~ L:1 h . 
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NewcastJe Technical High PJcliool opened at Tighes Hill , 
t ll Pn trans1'r--rr0d to Chntl rnrn rond . Br->lmo:nt rmd o ther-0 WP!'P .full 

High Schools ofi'C?ring 1_.v e rything. \·/hem Jesmond was built the 

pupils were board ed At othPr schools , it was a pre- fab school 
shipped out from England. 

( HuntPr has greatly changed , it is now co-educational 
and amalgamat ed with Girls High and is called Newcastl e 
High School . ) 
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School Encircled b) \Tinter 
(By "Slgok.") 

••Jl.-'Tl!h for lh" 1<t11rmrlc111d11 nrocpi11i;l 

Fi
l:l urr-,!h Jo• I.he 1 nviui: 1'1111. I 
e doll earth Ollt of Ju•r 1ler.ping 

I• \\a \uine.l to hie 11i:aill. 

1I herc nre mirrors ol ery!itnl slihiiu;;, I 1 
\\ll rnp\·u tho t'lo11d-wr11ck breaks 

.\u<l ,;nu.~·c:l~rl hank" 111" I wililDit, 
A "1 ellt.h for tl1e fairr lakes. 

Lllkta ~hllt ;ire ll!1kli ln an e1Hllcn cham, I 
For the waw is out i:n tbe p ·amJ!tl \ 

3.l;JtiP! '' 
(Will H . O,;ih-lc.) 

Central School , Broa<lrtleadow, vre~cn­
• etonn,Y fPl'<\tacle. lt. wu 111.rroun· 
b)• & wbuie.nt lake which. extended 

11Ji clitetiLiuu& for b u.ndredii of pa rd•. 
ith every pos~lble entr11nct Lrom the 

dway cut oI! by a mwtcina 11tff11tn 
f -rtorm'l'r.1.ter. .Tho r11i11 pelted do,..n 
n•"Pk&b1;lv, add.ing furthef Jia,•oe to the 

lie O f d~lnliOn. Jt WSF Dnti081ltbl(l to 
. \ tLe entrance without wadin1 

throu;,b n r•1l!hiog •freanl oC ~ter, mo1•c 
ttb&n a foot tlc:.-t}•. "· ' 

The flrfit ~hool t.e«cl.er lo bi'D 1•c the 
e)lfl'let1t1 'l\""JS q1111h1tly, )et mo•l a.ppm· 1 

!.ikly garbed Lur tl1e irtormy 0('(! .. 100 . 
e m.,.fe hla way do-t1 n tbt ~ fl'Oln 

Lamb1u11 }leights. " lt11 ~n 1ttlicbe Cll5e 
tucked t ightly und~r Qne •I'm a:nd Im 
&hOi:I undc:r tbe ciiher. and hjs trou11er1 
wer-e rolled up alxwe t hf' lmec1. ' 

The hot 'tram with ii<:hool c:ilUdren.• tn 
arrh·o iu front of the i;cbool , JiJicharaed 
It& lo4cl into ~ l)ciol of n111<hll' water. 
There th11 1111p1la wer.e nrand~d: the 
t rl\m c:ontinued its journe.7 into th11 city: 
he rain !)cited dct11•n wilb unabated fuq, 

d th• water r11.l>ell In ilpoii them from 
all iidea .. Bon·e•cl", tb(' l:'hll!.r(C~noy wu 
mC't bcro1ca1ly l))f boy• di11tn.rd.ittlf 1hoea 
nnd 60¥ and cam•l1111 the girl& lo 11:.Jety. 
~I ii.oy 'ur.lt scencB 11 e~e ellntted within 
the r10L .heir hour. With the arrh·o.I of 
m lllll beril of the rtn rr. tlie liCC.11 e IJol,;i 1J1e 
more r mbarn1PRini;: Onll11mly, the men on 
t he .W,ff li£tecl I.lie ladle~~ a.nd c11r1·icd 
them tbroui:h the !!ell of waler. 
Afan~· in111111ing c11i'>O<lt;s occurred •. t.o 

tlie enjoyment of ey1Mnl11e!S<'I louk11111 

I
on i1om l!omfortnLle "a11t.c1i;c 1>uinL& 
Quite seriously, 11 &tra11ger sireet...>J mu; 
"lt'P :l yen• '''l't mornh111:, this mornl11:1, 
llso't it! ,, • ' ' \ ' e:r~· witl " I l'l'JJ!icu. 
"\°{'r)' wet indeed, isn t ii ~" "\ery °""~t 
Indeed! '' I tli;reed. •·More than u~11ally 
to, itm't it. c1·en fnr I.hi.~ time 01 ~be 

1
1 

)'1!11 tr he per~islttl. 
1 ram• 11.rul 'butt~. (!to\lded lo ~ .. pa~ · I 

lly, pu lied u11 nt thr ~ch.oc.1 to rOJllY tL~ 
panorama. One teather h1um1Jlcd (Ill o 
subm~rgP/l l>ciuld!:!r, r.011~lt1i; hi10 (air. blll · 
den to clm~ more cloul) tu Ida 11e.·I.. 
Annthrr n111l~ c4.n lor. de~ri11g lo nltu 
bi1 pci1i ticm, Ei!D~od his fai r chor,:c for a 
momeni n[l (ltle or t he gate l)O~Ld WhP.Te 
5he 1 emaine<l perilouPly, " ·hilc: tho Qll\:ll8· 
'lll'f adjuitmeut wa~ mnuc. 

NecCCAt()' is the m<ith~r <>f ipventi(ln. 
Two linreiooted ldd~ Cl .ti..ed h andR, n11d 

I 
fo1 med 11 !'\lppo.rt fut I\ 1eaeber who, ~htu 
eafc:b• Olelli~,,J. wl!;h o hug. e umbrolln held I' 
aloft. Willi conn~~·ed to hi.ti ala~gr.>om. I 

I lnride tho 11uliool bmldln:: t he &rene 
1'1DA anything but normn.I. Teachers and I 
pupila etood bo.refooled anrl remoTl!d 
d1euohed clothes £rom lheir b~ks. Fires 
'"~re lh; anJ hot c:orr.-.i wai; tirejlarsd. ~ 
for the "prllient.&." i' 

lri tbl! ci:rcu1Jl§h111r.to~. 11r.hool in Ure <ll'li· 
faJl.J}.' cen,;e wu "ol!." Oi the thonl!ll'il ,. 
pupils ou thr rolJR, leq lhrm 10 per cenL t 

p ut In an ~J?l'l'ONinNI, llnd, o( U•c~. lne 1 
m:i.jctlty 'llr\'l't' dnmchrd to the lliin. and j 
"'""" ~nt bOIJ'IC all ~n. u the t Ol'f\1 
•l"Gckf.11eJ m ~ ~~l'CMQ•. 

~<'nll ai &hwi iii aku~ •cd on unc c! 
the lo11·e1iL b·tn: iJata ot Broadmn<low 

Pl TNT TR .1.FFI\ S1 OP\>Ff) 

THE SCHOOL COLOURS 
During World War 1 relatives of the 

students and a number of teachers of 
Newcastle Central School served their 
country In the forces . Many of them 
belonged to the 35th Battalion which was 
proudly known as 'Newcastle's Own'. 

The colours of the Battalion were 
chocolate and green, a symbol of honour 
and service. 

Permission for the school to adopt these 
colours was granted and In 1925 a 
commanding officer, Colonel 8 . B. Rodd. 
V.D. A.A.I.I., presented the colours to the 
school. 

A SHORT HISTORY OF 35th 
BATTALION. 

This Battalion of 9th Brigade (First AIF) 
was the only one of the Third Division AIF 
Units to be raised and trained in Newcastle 
and was proudly known as 'Newcastle's 
Own'. 

The battalion embarked from Sydney on 
May 1. 1916 in the 'Benalla' with a nominal 
roll of 30 officers and 1000 other ranks. They 
arrived at Plymouth on July 8. · 
This page donated by Tubemakers of Australia 
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OUR SWAMP 
The School society of 1932 well remember 
the swamp adjacent to the school and the 
unpleasant odours which were a constant 
source of annoyance during that first year. 

The filling used to reclaim the land on 
which National Park is situated included 
garbage disposals, refuse from . the Steele 
Street vegetable markets and 'Night soil '. 

f 4{, (Q~ """'""' </f.L _4c(w.( 7t..a.J"r) ,;,_, ~ ;i;{L ,."4/,,;,_6; 
1 ~~ x"-~ 
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THE CENTRAL 
---:01- ---

Editorial Staff : M. MOONEY1 D. HARDING. 

Vol. 8, No. 1. August, 1933 

EDITORIAL. 
It is only titting that we should coni;icler in thii;, the lint copy 

of' our School Magazine Hince we have been in our present fine build­
ing, the new motto t hat hu been chosen !or om· School : "Nob\lity, 
Courage, Service"-three word11 suggesting the ideali; to which we 
strive. 

Kln$tsley ha11 w1•ltten :-
' 'Be goQd, sweet 111aid, and let who wHI be clever, 
Do noble de!!ds, not clreum them all !lay long." 

Whnt al'e these "noble cler.!ds" he bids you tlo? Perhaps they are 
littie "cts o/ kindness an(! uhseittshness, of obedienco to duty, and of 
endeavour t o do one's bes t in !Jpite of unfavou1·able ch-cumstnnces. 

Courage is a vfrtue you all wish t o possesi;. No girl likes to 
be thought a coward. But yot1 must remember thnt rnornl ·~o\lrage 
is even more Important than phy&ical courage. You mui;t neve1· 
shelter behind nn untruth, you must learn to say, "No" It your con­
ll<:lence so directi;, and you muiit tl'y tQ express your own '.'!pinions 
fearlessly. 

" I serve" is t he motto of the Prince of Wales, and we may well 
feel Dt'OUd that these words form pa1•t of our own School motta. Cnn 
we have any higher ideal thaJ.'I to be of service t o othet'R 7 I• t hink 
not, Opportunity to serve 1;01ne11 to you while yuu are sti ll achoo! 
girls. When you leave School and take your places in the home, t he 
ot\'lce, or the shop, greater opportunities for service ma)' cQme snd 
you will find that in urving othe i:s you gain the only lrue happiness. 

Most of you wear on yout' hat bands the Re.hon) Badge with t he 
lette1·s. N.C.S. Alway11 keep in mind that these ate the initial lctte1•s 
of NEWCASTLE CENTRAL SCHOOL, and of our motto­
NOBILITY, COURAGE, SERVICE. 

D. M. HENSON. 

--- - - - ----
FOR .-\LL aoo·r RE P.\IR SU l'l'LIES-"THE STORE" 
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