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Since the earliest davs ot curopean settle~ent in Aust­

ral !a, pollution and environmental damage have been oauses for 

concern. T~e first white settlers brousht not only disease, 

pollution and introduced animals, but also a vastly different 

culture and attitude to the environment from that of Aboriginal 

oeoole. Though there is growins evidence to indicate that 

Aboriginal use of fire May have had a profound e~reot on the 
1. 

eco l OAY· Aboriginal peop l e nevertheless, mana~ed available 

resources with care for the future and identified with the 

land and its natural features. hey had no concept of the land 

as orivate prope rty . Europeans, w1t~ t~eir Christian trad1t1on. 

saw t~~mselves as suoer1or, w1th the r1ght and dutv to exploit 

nature. ?ropertv, oarticularly !and, was highl y re8arded. 

Because of the rapid rate at which the country was settled, 

Europeans learnt(and are still l earning) on l y gradually about 

the cli~ate and their ef~ects on the environment. In developing 

Australia, the 1moortance of econo~ic arowth and the efficient 

exDloit~t1on o f resources have usually taken precedence. 

Cono~rv tion has been ~snored or seen as a means of organizing 

resources for future use. i . 

Newcast~e besan a$ a harsh convict settl ement. lt s Rrowtn 

wa~ .ar?,elv unplanned as thE suburbs, wh1ch were lnitial!Y 

m1n1ng towns, came under t~e sphere of influen ce of the central 

c1~vJ as coal resour~eo dwindled and transport improved. As 

these towns followed the ooa! seams, the suburban pattern 

oroduced was random, ~orawlin8 and marked by large areas o~ 

~and neld by minlns companies for possib l e future explo tat on . 

Because nus~ areas we ta~en up by «ining companies out of 

crown lands . th is m~an t fu~ure -~nd for open space must be 

bought bac~. T~1s e3rlv a at1on o: most of the re r.i ons' 

!3nd means ~arks sucn ~ the Nat1ona1 Parks near Svdnev. w11 1 

not be possible near the pooulat1on centr@s 1n the ~ower ~unta 

One of the earl1~st env1ron entai !ssues i n Newca$tle 

was ~he proROS~d rem ova l of Nobbvs or Coal !s! and. Half of the 

Is.a d ~as re oved bef ore public opoos1tion saved what re~ains 

as a unique !and ark. Wtth ~o e recent deve!ooments in techno1-

ogv , industrial.iza~.1on, 1ncr~as1ns i::ioou1at1on, motor vehic!as 

and Lhe ~ro l l~e~at~on of chem1ca ~ s. pressure on the environment 

has drast1cal l1 ineraased. 

I. Bolton. G. Spo1ls ano Sooi l erz. Austra.ians Make Their Own 
Environment 1788-1980. Svdnev 1 9~1. P~ 

2 . .1.bi d. P. 112 . 
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Cons e r vati on in the Newcastle reg1 on 1s svnonomous with 

the Northern Parks and Play grounds Movement. which ls one of 

the o l dest environ~eTital orsan12atians in t he regioTI. It was 

establ i shed in 1952 as an offshoot of t he now d isbanded Parks 

and Playgrounds Movement of New South Wales i n the same vear 

th e Northumberland County Plan was firs t exhibited. The North~ 

umber l and Ois triet Planning Scheme, 1ike t he Cu~b e rland County 

Sc~eme set up i n Sydney in 1947, was des ign~d to p l an land use 

and deve l opment . In the Lower Hunter and urban Newcastle there 

was seen to be an " ur8ent need f or planning to corr ect, where 

prac t ic a ble, uns at isfactory conditions of the past a~d to 

adeauate ly provide for the future. ~3~he l on g de lay i n the 

implementa t i on of t~e Sche~e meant manv of its prooosals were 

mod1f~ed and some ~ey prooo~ais were eliminat ed. ~he open soace 

proposals have only been partly implemented and t~e Nort hern 

Parks and Playgr ounds Mo vement has worked hard for the i mP !em­

entation of these prov1s1ono. l he es t l~ate d fu nd ing t he n was 
s~ million for the aoquis1tion of all lan d for oQen sg ace an a 

roads Cother tha n countrv roadsJ. It was to be arran~ed 

through long term loan s over ~~ vears w1th matchinR funds 
from the Stat~ Gove rnment. Unfortunate ly , fu~ding wa5 not 

agreed upon a~ ~ne time and costs are now p~o~1~1t1v~ to 

aequlsi~ion. gotn the ~ort~umberland and Lu~oerland Lou nty 

Councils we~e incorporated in to the State Planning Author ity 

11'1 1963. 
- l,t.N•~ Tor ~arrell is the longest~aotive ~e~~er of the Northern 

Parks and c1avgrounds Movement. ! n an address to t~e 32nd 

Annual General Meeting {l'):: ... 1 ot tha Movement , he: recalls how 

ne ~rought the Movement to Newc~st 1e. Mr Hume, the $8Cretary 

of th~ ew South Wales ~arks and ~layar ouTids Movement in Svdney 

attended a public meti ng 1n ~ity ~all t o form a Ne~cas t le 

branc~ . 4bo u~ ~O ~e op !e attended and thoush successful , no 

of~l~~rs ~er~ elected. ~o~e mont~s later, the Newcastle Busi­

nessmen's Club form~d the ' orthern Parks and Playgrounds 

Movement with Stan O'Snea as ch a irman and Joe Richley as 

seoret arv. Joe ~as highly reso ected and gave the Movement an 

exce l!~nt ~~putat1on which 1t still re t ~ins today. 

lh e organization ls a c1t1zens group made up of vo luTit eers 

from all w~-~s of life. ! t has been cont i nuous in its actlvlties 

3. Wi l mot t, E.C. ~~ Years 01 Plann1ns i n the ~unter Va!lev . 
Hi sto ry o ~ the No rthumoer~a1d ~ountv ~Lanning Scheme jg8~. 
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over the years and ha~ been inGtrumental or 1nf lue Atia1 ln most 

! o cal en v i r on men ta 1 !. s sues s inc e· \ t was tor med • Th e Move in en t 

has worked ha1d for B!ackbutt ~eserve. ~ro~ the 8!ackbutt 

Action Comm it tee, Wh1ch brouaht together ali the Newcastle 

conservation sr oups to f ight the proposed expressway through 

the Reserve, came the push t o get ~he ~ational Trust started 

in Newcastle. Th1s was launched with the unter 2000 Pr oject, 

which beoa~e a verv influen bial document f or the whole of the 

· unter. Re~resent at i ves from all the conservation sroups 

became t~e Landso aoe ~o~m1ttee for the National Trust. Th e 

Northern °arks and 0 l aygrounds ~ove~ent was invol ved with the 

formation of the unter-Mann1ns National 0 arks Assoc1atlon 

which c o~bined ~1th a aroup in ~Ydnev to for~ t~e ~ew Sout h 

Wal es National 0 ar'<s a~~ol'..l~o" · Some of the other 

issues tnat the Movenent n~s been invo ! vad with are Glenroc~ 

Stat e Rec reation Area , the Harbour oreshore Develooment. the 

Heritsze Centre. Kooraaans ~ature ~eGerve, Short!andJ Wetland~ 

Centre, the Aw~bakal Cen tre , ~otan i c Lar dens, the re !ease 

Fort Scratch _ev to the oitv, est~~ · tsh 1ng the Fauna and F!o 

Protect i on Soc i ety, Civic Squar~ c1t y parks, the protection 

o~ a~e v.ac ~uarie and more. 

~he ehallenseo o~ the futu~e are to s~eure lar~e t.ona_ 

Par ' type r eserves witiin a 20-30 km radius of t he Cltv o 

Newcas:le, tne ~rotection o f histor i c olaces reflectlns 

Abo r-1i:; na!, c c.lon10..\ and co a l rn n1ng h.Lstory . the or ov ision of 

open spaces, ~h r -n'o olaygrounds and p lav i n~ :iel ds ar 

the healthy ma!nte n nee of the wet i and and e s tuarv svste, · 

Por t Sta~hens, the ~unter N. ver and La~e ~acQ U3r.~ '· 'he orth 

Par~c and ?layarounds ~ovement va lu es its in oendenoe. Jt 

represents t~e oubl i c i nterest on consarvatl on 1~sues and on e 

of i t~ rnaJor roles 1$ to Keep the pub l1 c .nformed, because it 

i s the c~mmun i ty- in d l vl dua1 peoole who band toaether to ~ o r 

conservat i on sroups- that ~eep con9ervat ! on !s~ues ~live. 

a. Lithe~. ~~J3 Annua • ~eport f ~~4-b. 
Nort·~~n J ~r~s and Plavarounds Movement. 
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Summary of Transcript of Interview With Dou8 lithaow. 
Gd\. ~un~ '(" IC\ iq , 

I , 
I nterview be4ins with Doug's background -

-where and when he was born. 
-where he grew up. 

- attitudes to conservation then. 

- family influence on his attitudf'!S to conservation. 

- wh~n and why he moved to Newcastle. 

- the jobs he has had. 

the influence he has had on his own children. 

Interview moves on to the Northern Parks and Playgrounds Movement, 

th e organization Oous has Mainly been inv olved with-

when the Movement was formed in Australia. 

when and why it began !n Newcastle. 

~ explanation of the Northumberland County Plann ins Scheme and the 

problem of acquirin8 public land for the Scheme. 

- the need ~ o conser ve Newcastle 's distinctive history, particularly 

N2wcastle East. 

the value of public protest in conserv~tion. 

- 8lackbutt Re~erve and how it came to be . 

- Glenrock State Recreation Area , how it ca~e about and problems 

encountered. 

a functi on of the Parks and Playgrounds Movement is to keep people 

informed and motivated. 

-~embership of the Movement over the years and s ome o f the people 

involved. 

-1ack of funds for lesa1 and ~eonical advice a problem for conserv-

ation groups. 

-the Harbour Foreshore Development history and proble~s. 

- Joy Cummin3s Patron of Movement. 

-ide~ for bicentenial Harbour F~reshore competition. 

- lack o f co-operat1on f~oM the Railways and Housins Co~mission. 

-Bovernment leaislation facilitating conservat ion such as the 

National Parks and Wildlife Service. 

-Parks and Plavsrounds influential in set tina up Blackbutt Action 

Commi ttee . 

-also setting up National Trust in Newcastle which was launched 

with the Hunter 2000 Pr o ject. 

- Doug received the Env ir onmental Achievement Award I n 1987 fr om 

Newcastle Univ~rsity . 

- he tells when and how he became involved with the Parks and Play-

srounds Movement. 
- what went into saving the Heritage Centre. 

-interest in Koorasang a nd the ~stuary and their con~ervation. 

-need for independent organizations like the Park s and Playsrounds. 

-invo lv•ent with establ1shin8 Shortlands Wetlands Centre. 

- aeneral lac k o1 governMent financial assistance to conservation 

sroups. 
-Parks and Playgrounds ~articipation in Co~monwealth Emolovment 

Sche1u (C.f.P.) 



-funding under Northumberland County Scheme not agreed to in the 
SO ' s 

-Cumberland County Sche•e operated effecti vely i n Sydney. 

-parkland not se t aside in Newcastle as in Svdnev. 

-early Botanic Garden set aside , now ~ n grounds of 8.H.P. 

- a Botanic Garden in Newcastle is a c u r tP-nt bi8 issue . 

• co~parison with Sydney. 

-Don Barnett orsan i zins Botanic Garden . 

- other projects involving the Parks and Playground s Movement 

include t~e release of Fort Scratchley, the New South Wales NatAon­

al Parks and Wi ldlife Association, the Fauna and Flora Protect i on 

Soci e ty, Greenpoint Action Committee, U. R.G.E!United R~sidents Group) 

to save Lake ~aeqarie, Bel•ont LaKe Project, Shorttands Wetlands 

Cen t re , Awabakal , Hunter Town Plannina Association. Blackbutt 

Ac~!on Com• i ttee , Glenrock Community Advisory Committee, Citizeno' 

For e shore Com~ i ttee, Caves Beach G~oup to monitor planned Gordon­

Paci f i e tourist resort. 

- background of Gordon-Pacific Company and proposed develop~ent. 

- p ~ oblems with piannins and changes to 80Vernment organization and 

legisl~tion. 

- how companies operate. 

- councils could take better c are of the public and bonafide bus i-

ness interests. 

- prob l em of the moment is speculat i on. 

- conservation i sts not liked by speculator s . 

- ove r populat i on is the real prob le~ underlying all economic and 

environmental problems in the wor l d. 

-Doua concludes with an analogy about th e swarms of ins ects wh ic h 

defol i ated all the trees around Newcastle and how they built up 

in numbers and just disappeared overnisht due to a vi r u ~ or some­

th1n~ sim1lar. He f eel s there is a l esson there for hu•an beings . 
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Trans~ript of interview with Dous Lithsow conducted by Vicki 

Neeoh on June 8, 1989, at the Heritaae Centre. Newcastle. 

Well , World E11vironment Week seems an \de~ l time to talk about 

conservation. 

Q. To beain with, where and wnen were vou born Oou a? 

A.! was born in a place called Gladesville , which is a s ubur~ o f 

Sydney i n 1933 . 

Q. Oi d you grow up i n Gladesv1!le? 

A.Oh , yes Gladesv i lle was an outer suburb when ! was a boy. Thare 

was pl en t y of bush alona th ~ river , t~1e Pa~ra~atta R; ver. Ves , 
alot of fun there. I thi~k that'~ where I probably took up the 

feel for, even i f ! ~ j ust was c owboys and i ndians in t hose days, 

of the bush. 

Q.What ~er e a ttitudes to oonservation then? 

A.I don't think anyone thought about it , but they thought there 

was lots and l ots of bush . Gladeov ille was an outer suburb, but 

if vou go bac k today there'g hardly an~in fact th~re's nothing 

it's J ust completely an inner subu ~ ~ now, and the bush is ~ i les 

and miles. 

Q. Did your famil y have much to do wi th snaplns vour attitude to 

t he environment as you grew up? 

A. Well, you know we're fro~ the country really. My home, ! supp­

ose, in a sense, is a place cal l&d G1l8andra, in wectern New South 

Wales. in t he central W$S t . 1 suppose there, even though lt was 

a farm and a aood deal of it was cleared there wer e still lots of 

interest i ns places to roam alons the Cast L~reagh River and so on. 

I suppose holidays out there wer e i nfluenbial to o. When ~ou thin k 

back, plao~ c lik e t he War umbuna le Mountgins which were a l ways 

vis i ole from where J. <was ?). I s pent a fair bit o f time there as 

a kid. Ourins t he war w& were all evacuated llaughs) . I 11ved on 

t he farm out t here, now I oo~e t o ment i on it. 

Q. Was that wi th your grandparents? 

A. With uncle9
1
grandparent s and c o on. We ~ere shifted around a 

fa i r bi~. 

Q. What about your parent~. Did t hey eive you any posi tive sort of 

thlnR? 

A. Well , I t hink my Dad was very interested ln plant9 and birds 

but his i~ter~st didn't rea ll y come to the fore until he retired. 

Vou know he ~as doin8 a s t ud y of ai l the p l ants of ~he Port 

Stephens Peninsula, f or ins tance. I think he a ot it fr om ~e act ­

ually . <we lau s h) 

Q, Can you remember any early environmental iGs ues that you were 

aware of when you were young? 

A. No, not re~llv. Bushfires and thin~s like that. I remember 
those as a k i d. 
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Q. When did you come to Newcastle? 

A. 1951. 

Q. And what brought yo u up r"lere ? 

A. My Dad w~s a po li ceman and he too k over here. In fact hi~ 

ot t1ee wa~ in this building. Aetuail Y, in '51 he wac here as 

Prosecutor. He later on cam e baok as Su~er1ntendent . 

Q. Were you ati11 attend i ng school when you moved up he re? 

A.No, I was working at Gon1nan s a c tuall y. That's wh~re I s t arted 
I 

w~ rk. I had s tar te d work earlie1than t hat though in Waaga, work -

1ne i n automotive e na i ne eri n 3, reconditioninr, moto r cars . Just 

after the war , you cou ld n't set a new motor car s o you had to 

recond1t 1on the~ , ~o there was plenty of wo r k for rebuilding 

motor oars. 

Q. And what other jobs have yo u had? 

A.Before I took up te3ching , it wag j ust general e n 8ineer1ns ln 

the N~weastle area. I sup pose Gonlnans, i worked with a f 1~m 

called Tutlt Bryant(?) which is Alio~ Chalmers now, b u 1 ld1~ 8 ear th 

moving aq uipmen t. The best job I ~ad, the one I li ked most was 

wor~; ng at the State Dockyard on build ~ n s diesel ~n s in e s. Real ly 

in terest i n g p l ace t o wor-k . 

Q. ~hen dtd you so into teachin3? 

A. I went,~~a111 il ton ivenJ.n a 6o lt egc actually, like alot of people 

who didn ' t really f 1nioh thei r forma l 9ducation . I d i d ~Y leav i ng 

there and then went on to teacher's college here i n Newastle. r 
started teaching i n '59. 

Q. And how old were you then? 
A. I can't. r-emember . (we laush) 

Q. What do you teach? 

A. I ndu~ i al arts. I followed along the i ndustri a l. 

Q. Are you marri~d? 
A. Yes, t 've been ma r ried twice actually. My f l rst wi f e died in 

1970 . 1 married agai n. 1 1 ve a~t two children froM both fam1li~s. 

Q. Aud \.lhat sort of activit.1.es have you done wit h your children? 

A. rh~y don't see enough of me actually these days . 1 li ke bush­

walkin a and takin s them ca~Qlna and thlnss lik e that . However, 

there's not enoush of i t l must admit that . Beina an act i vist , ! 

s uppbs~ . takes you to !o t s of p!aceo that ki ds don't necessar i l v 

li ke be!na. They don't like you so1ng and talkins t o other peoD l e 

Oi:" spend .ins ""~,r ti111e standing Ol"I one foot . And most of your holi­

days are spent around visiting places tnat shou l d be National 

Parks a nd thinss like tha~. They l ove it . We 've been to Frasar 

I!ll and, Kakadu. Everybody ha s th~o;:;e days<laug~s) . No , don' t Sfiet1,ou~h 

of the buo h ~~ally. I miss it a l ot 

c ont ... 
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I suppose my work with organisations l ik e the Northern Parks 

~nd Playgr ou nds MoveMent is trvins t~ make urban pl~ces a little 

bJt more li vable or m~ntaln them to see that the1~'attractive 
and that they are aood p laces to live in, in the future. 

Q. We 'l l ge t on to the Parks and Playsround$ Movement nQW. When 

was the Movement actual l y ftrs t formed in Australia? 

A. The New South Wales Parks and Pl avarounds Movement starts 

about 1930. The Parks an d Playgrounds Move~ent in Newcastle, 

which is call~d the Northern Parks and Plavsrounds Movement , Just 

to differen~~ate it fro• ~he New Sou th Wales P~rks and Playgrounds 

Move~ent was established ln 1 52, 1952 in Newcastle. It's been 

one of the most active1 probab l y the most aetive community or3an­

isations in Newcastle. It's be~n continuous in it)s activities 

sine@ that time. 

Q, And why was it es tablis~ed hare? 

A. WeAl, Newca~tte was pretty we ll regarded as a pr~tty dreadful 

place an~ after World Wa r 2, there waG a aood deal of interest 

in trying t o improve cities, not only in Australia, but a l l over 

the ~orld. There was a mn ve~entj t he town planni ng movement took 

up. Parks and Playsrounds Movement , one of it's ~ost i~portant 

Jobs has been tryin8 to suppo~t town planning i n thi s a~ea, and 

particularly; open space provisions in the Northumber l and County 

Planning ScheMe, wh i ch iG the scheme in this area. 

Q.Gan you explain that ? 
A. The Northumberland County Council was set up in 1948 in New­

castle, which inc luded represe~tatives from ~ll the looal govern­

~ent ateus l i ke Lake Macquari~, ~ewcastle , Port Steph~ns. Cessnoek 

and Maitland. The Parks and Playgrounds Movement, the year of it ' s 

formati on , was the yrar th~t the Nort~umber l and County Council 
~x h lbite d th e ir first cc heme i n l952. There ~ere quite a few very 

i~asi nat lve snd forward thi nk i ng ideas for parkland 1 for instance 

on Lake Maoquarie and on the oce~n front , parkland at Newcast le 

east, Civic Pa~k and parkland in Port Stephenz too. But ~ost o f 

~hose provisions were watered down and re~oved from the sche~e 

unfo r twnately over the years and it's been a reQl battle to keep 

the thins together. However, that 1 s not to say that alot of those 

things have not come to fru i ~ion. For i nstance th e ideas of major 

parks on Lake Macquarie a r! only c oming to f ruition now. you see 

we' v~ got the blS pus h for Gr een Point. Green Po int, it wa~ 

Cardiff Point in those days, Cardiff Point was the ~ajor prom i n­

t ory. Unfortunat ely, Gard1ff Point's besn demolished by a huse 

quarry rlsht on the point. But now, it was a lovely bushl~nd bluff 

coming ~~ght out into the Lake in the '50's. But that'll come to 

fruition, we'll 3et t~~~ in t i~a . The~e ' G tremendous support for 

~ hat now developing. 



Q. Am I right in thi~kins that the problem was the acquisit i on 

of public land for the scheMe: the Northumberland County Scheme? 
A. Well, the problem was acquisitioo. In Newcastle and the Lower 

Hunter i t was a coa l mini na province and coal ~inins i s the reason 

for our European settleMen t here and bi$ overseas companys took 

up huse areas for minina so t~at they wer.e all taken out of crown 

lands . So around Newcastle you donjt have crown lands: you don't 

have large areas of crown lands, it was all taken up b~sically 

with ~inins leazes in th~ se very e~rly days. So by 1850 •ost of 

your land area was taken up by people like Brown and the Enslish 

and Scottish Coal Company and so on. And we ve had to buy back the 

l and. Where say an area like Sydney for instance has huse area~ 

of crown land around it, that·~ why they'v~ been able to establish 

h~ge National Parks around Sydney and you don't have anythlns 

around Newcastle the s ame distance from the centre. For instance 

ihe cent~e of Newcastle to, s~y, 8e1Mont 1 ~ just how far you'd 

have to travel from the centre of Sydney to the Roya l National 

Park which has sot 15,000 hectares of parkland in it. We just 

don't have an ything like that. I t 's in te resting also to recall 

that it was over 100 years aso that the R9va1 Natlonal Park was 

set aside1 one of the v~ry first National Parks in the world, 

and Sydney was only the size of Newcast le when that was set a~ide. 

So we've got alot of work before us. The Northumberland County 

Counci l when they started wanted t o set up some larse parks in 

the ~outhern area. probably alittle bit further away than Belmont, 

say, in the Swansea Peninsula ; they wanted to set up a national 

park th~rP. but"t:a~ ne ver the pQs s ibilities. All that l~nd, even 

then l n the 1 50's, was all taken by coal companies. 

Q. Hao the way Newcastle d~veloped from a ser \ es of gmall mining 

vi llages posed any particular proble~s too? 

A. Well, it jus t s1ves you your pattern of s ettlement . Newcastle 

is ve ry interestina as the pat t~rn of settle~ent is ve ry obvious 

so it has a lovely sense of h i story about i t, whi ch l s something 

we should build on to o . Neweas~le East is the foou~ of the history, 

the Europ~an history of the area. It's v~rv s i 3nificant ~o Abor-

1ginal people to o . Ho wever it was a di s t incti ve place and when 

Sho rt land diocovered t he Hunter River he also discovered coal 

and Newcast le East, right under Fort Scratchley is where coal was 

first mined~n Aus~ealia. I t wasn ' t carefully managed or anything 

lik~ that. Ship' s c aptain~ could just co~e in and j u~t send the 

co nv icts ashore and dis coal out ot the hill, f~om under the hill. 

There's two coal seam ~ actuall y that were qu Lte vis i ble . Vou ~an' t 

see the~ now becau~e everythlng' s been s haped l nto qu ite dif1er­

ent shapes. Even oor ~ ost distlnctive !andma rk , Nobby' ~, has been 

cut down half it's or ! g1nal size and ooMpletely altered i n s hape. 
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Q. Wasn't it suppoe~d to be remov ed a l t oge ther? 

A. Oh, yes there were attempts to remove it altogether but there 

was ev~n in tho se days,the 1850 ' s , there ware al ot of people who 

were ver y c once rned about i t and they ~topped it from bein8 re­

moved co~pletely and that's why we've got abit of Nobby's left 

(co•ment : yes, lu ck il y) We l l , we've sot abit of bush left because 

people stopped Council from removing i t . For instance Blackbutt 
Reserve. 

Q. Is B!aokbutt one o f the Movements ' suec~sses? 

A. IN conservation it's an ongoing th ing . You can never say, look 

tha~'s a s ucces s , i t's something that must go on. Conservation 

is somethins that goe s on, and when conservation stops, I'm a fr aid 

it's lif~ stops. I t relies on al ot of peop !e beins in volved . The 

Parks and Playgrounds Movement has been very influenbial in work­

ins for Blackbutt. The start of Blackbut t goes r iah t back to the 

l92 0 1 s. The f1r$t area of Blackbut t , the first 40 acres of Alac k­

butt was acquired by ell the constituent councils of Newcastle , 

that used to be Newcastle. You had the Wickham Counc il , Hamilton 

Counci l , Newcast l e Council, New Lambton Council an d ~o on, Walls­

~nd Council. They all put in very small a~ounts of mon ey and they 

we re matched wi t h their f und s by t he State Government to buy that 

first parcel of land whi ch beca~e Blackbut t Reserve . All around 

it, I t hi nk i t' s t he Ens!ish and Scottish Coal Company. After 

about 1959, aftar man y, many years durin z all those 50's you had 

tr emendous pressure to t~y and sub-divide a ll that l and a rou nd 

Blackbutt Res ar ve , which is priceless bush land actually. And you 

~hink now what a dreadful th in8 for Newc as t le had that a ll been 

~ub- d i v i d ed. But 1959 was t he corner. stone year, Newcastle Counc il 

resolved to set up the Blackbutt Reserve . But even thou gh they 

re s olved it, they were still behind the s cenes try i ng t o chop it 

al l up. They wanted to sell it o ff 1or a zchoo l at one stage, a 

h!sh school. Then the roads , expr e ssways and so on. So it was a 

f ight even thou gh t he Cou nc i l had re sol ved to set it aside . And 

then of course it ' s not onl y just setting it set aside, i t'~ a 

matter of ~eeing it's manased effectively s o that you don't des­

troy lt' s natural fea tu res. That's been another b18 conservation 

issu~wh ich io coming up a s ain now. We' re looking at an act ual 

formal plan beins pr~pared for Blackbutt. A very we ll known l and­

s c ape aroh itect, Bruce Mackenz i e, is developi ng a plan for the 

Council now. I t was wr it ten up in t he paper this mornins. 

Q, We may as we ll ao on to some of t.he other t hi ngs th e MoveMent 

has e i ther i ni tiated or been in volve d with- Glenr ock? 

A. Glenrock has been another one of those parks that ) s been a 

problem. The major area o f Glenr ock is a res e r ve called Th e Fla8sY 

Creek Rese r ve. wh ich ru ns do~n and t a~es in the two wate r fa l l~ 

and Lit tle Flaggy Creek ~nd Flaggy Creek and back up to Kah1bah 

and Hishfi eld. Now t ha t reserve was set a s ide i n 1952. That was 

crown land reserve and attached to that have b e~ n th~ various 
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R~creation Area. ~gain t~at's been battles you see, to get that 

going . It took so many years 1t was Just put in to the hands of 

th~ Co uncil. Lake Macqu8rie Counc il, that re~erve and there was 

a trust set up, but the trust never ~st, All sorts of things you 
h~ve, it's just a continual sort of figh t to see that the public 

interest is served, Bec ause there hasn ' t been alot of help from 

Council, particularly Lake Macquarie Counc11, 1n that in tere~t . 

Vou see it's all Lake Macquarie. There was a major study initiated 

by th~ Neweagtle Council for the ocean front, we're talkins about 

1970., it might have been '69, somewhere aroun d ' 69 or '70 t o 

look at the ocean front for the possibility of setting up a large 

raservP., public reserve. That then turned into the Newcastle/Lake 

Macquarie Study (i nter'tiption). rhe Nawcas~le/lake Macquarie Study 

it was really. It took all the uncommitted foreshore lands fro­
Blacksmlths right throuah to Merewe-ther. It studied all those 

areas and one of it's findings was for a major recreation area 

ba~ed on Glenrock. you see. What did we do? Well, whilst these 

t h i nss are beins done offic ially , there's all sorts of thinss 

solng on in the community. People are being taken down there and 

looking at i t and writ l ns letters to the papers and politicJans 

and oo on. We all thou8ht evPrythina was ao!n 0 1i ne , these are 

the sorts of things that happen. The Study was published and you 
~ouid of thought that there'd be a State Recreat i on Area saz~tted 

but what happened was ~hen we contacted the Parks and Wildlife 

S&rvice wh\cn looks a1ter State ~ecr e at io n Areas you found that 

~hey didn't know anything about it . fhe State Government Planning 

Authoritv , whtch is the Plannina and Envi r onment Department, I 

think it was ,it might have b~en Commission( plannins and environ­

ment has had Qu it e R strange run over the ye~rs , l sh ould tell 

you about that next>. But you know, th~y all j ust forset abou~ 
these studi~s. they all just sit unles the community picks them 

up ~nd really run with the~. Any ~ay, we prepared a document and 

put rorward a proposal for ~ State Recreation Area, which we made 

sure was lodsed in the ri8ht plac es a~d the Fa~na ~nd Flora 

Society in Newc astle prepared a very detailed analysis of all the 

pla~ts and animals that live in the area. Fro~ that developed t he 

State Recreation Area 1 after a number of trips to Sydney to see 

politicia~s and s~ on . Sut Richard Face, the local member has got 

r1sht behind us and he's been a areat help in the forma tion of 

t hat State Recreation Area, which has still got a lons way to go. 

Richard Face has been really aood on the senerai thing, but he 

wasn 't very sood on trying to get rid of the quarry and s o on. 

We've had to force the issue on the q~arry. The potential of the 

quarry was to destroy a very imp ort~nt part of the State Recreat-
ion Area. And there's been other th1n3s happen, like ~he sewase 

outfall, that made a hell of a mess there . But the new sovernMent 

fo~ instance, says that thev're ~oinA to close the auarrv in a 
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few years time, and t heir puttina it, if thev haven't already 

done so, in th~ hands of the Parks and Wildlife Service . So things 

happen in the public arena in fits and starts. It,s terrib l y 

im portant for the co•munlty to realize that t here's nobody up 

there 1ookin8 after you. Ab s olutely, the community has to really 

tune in themselves and s et crackina. And that's what the ?arks 

and P l aygrounds Movement has been do i ng all this time I suppose. 

Keeping the community informed. That's been our job, keeping 

people informed, because if you wait for the powers that be to 

i nform you, well, they'll always mis-inform you, because it's not 

in their interests to keep us informed. 8 e cause let's face it 

polit i cs is a matt er of keepins yoursalf there. The less people 

know about what's really aolng on the better<laughs), from the i r 

point o f vi ew. I' m bein3 cynical there. Generally speaking it's 

better if the community is well i nformed and keeps their repres­

entati ves aware of what they really want, bec a us e the ir repr3sent­

atives are ~uned in quite often to interests., vested interests 

on l y and not public i nterests perhaps. 

Q. Do you think the seneral attitude has chansod now to conserv­

ati on? 

A. Oh . yes , I think there's been up and down you know . I ssues 

make the difference, when issues come up. At the moment there 's 

an issue developina around, s ay the greenhouse and o ~ one, wel l 

that mob i l i ze s people. People say, Oh, s omethi ns to do. Just the 

same ao i f Blackbutt Reserve, they think it's alway~ t here. They 

look out and see a ll the bu s h and they th i nk it's always going to 

be there an d it's net unless they support it and protect i t. And 

then suddenly the Department o f Mainrcads wants to put an express­

way through the midd l e ot it, people come for ward. As ions as 

there's public eroups, public s pi r ited people around to draw 

things together and ~ob l lize people. Tha t 's the only way to keep 

conservation going, because , v6u k~ow, there' s no money 1 n it. 

There' s no money i nvolved for those people that are conservation­

ists it's just headaches. 
I 

Q. What sort of membe rship has the Movement had over the years? 

A. It 80es up and down accordins to issues actually. The Parks and 

Play3rounds Movement's had a pretty constant between 100 and 150 

people. 

Q. How many activ~ people? 

A. Oh we l l , the active people . We have a n executive comm i ttee, 

I 'd say there'd be about 10 peopl e that have really come riaht 

th~oush. r think o f naMe~ like Joe Ri chley, he's dead now, but he 

was th e ! inch-pin, it you like, for many, many years. But the 

lon~est ac t i ve serving mem ber , the two lo~ge s t serving ~embers 

a re fellows by t he n a111es of · W11~ j)t?.....!5 . . and Tom Farrell. 

Tom's a marvellous old chap . I'd s av that he' s been, he i s actu~lly 

the oers on that brought The Parks and Playgro unds Movement to 
- i .A • • - • • - - - "" I - - e ... ; - - - _ ._ ....f - .//;. t ~ ,-. + Ylll • + a "9 '3 r. 
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Q. ls t he re anyone else you can m~n t!on? 

A. Oh y~s. in the organ1 z at1on at the mo~ent we've got Rod Jackson 

~hose at the T. A.F.E ., he 's a teacher at the T.A.F.E , and in land­

sca pe architecture and Jack Shie!d. Jack Shield has been anot her 
one of those member s t ha t goe s ri8ht b~ck a l ong way and has b~en 

verv act ive. Ja~k was f or som e years a c om~!ss i oner with the N.S.W. 
Education Com~tssion. 

Q. I was reading in one of ~he annual reports, about the need to 

establis h an environmental fu nd for le3al action, wh ic h resulted 
fr om th~ Nat i onal Park isoue. 
A. Th at really is one of the f ata l fl aws that conse rvation gro ups 

hav ~ l s that thev don't have the fund that they c an qu ickl y ~ob­

iliz e action, s o that y ou can get the best professio nal adviee 

on legal ~atter s and als o~n other tech n i ca l matters. 

Q, Was t he fund es tab l ished? 

A. No the re hasn't been a fund established. It takes along ~hll e ¥../ 
idea s take alon g whi l e to de velop before there's acti on takes 

place, and when it comes t o money, you ~now, that 's on e o f the 
orob!ems tha t you really have. 

Q. The Parks and Playgrounds Mo vement had a b it of a dis app o1nt ­

m~nt over ~he Newcastle Foreshore Development? 

A. Oh y ~ s. wel~the f oresh ore Oeve lop~ent let' s face i t, is one o f 

the, it is a ~os t i mpor t ant developmen t, THE most impor~ant devel­

opmen t that's taken place as f~r as the e nv ironme nt is c onc~rne d 

in the past 20 year s or More . But it had a lons 8estati on ~eri od . 

You know; I ' ve ¢O t a whol e f1 lin8 cabinet there f ull Qf Newcastle 

East and foresho ~e fi les. But the F~reshor e there've been efforts 

to try and get s ometh i ng done down t her e along the foresh ore really 

since the end of ~orld War 2. But it really comes to a head i n 

197 4 , I think it was. The i mportant turn i ns point on t he Foreshore 

was abQut 1974, ~e put for~ard t here a proposal for a harbour 

front park and a prome nade ~hat would ~xtend r ro~ Nobbys ri a~t 

down to the Merewe the r St wharf . Mow of oourse,everyone poohooed 

the idea , but that's ~eal ly when we set t he s taae and we f ollowed 

alon g that all the way~nd tr ie d to develop ln with that For esh ore 

Park our previous ideas f or a h i storlc site because of the 1~port­

anc e of this area as far as the history of European s~ttlement 

an d oo al minins is con ce rned. Wa ~arr i ed the idea of t he park and 

history. At th at stage in the earl y '?O's the re were tremendo us 

effo rt ~ to deotroy Newcas tle hi ot ory. There were proposals, I 

mean, the Council real ly wanted to flatten the whole th i n8 . Bull­

doz e it all out of t he road and set it all to modern , high-rise 

de vel opme nt, which wou l d hav e been catastrophic as far as th e 

ar~a's concecned. It wou ld have destroyed the whole oharact er o f 

t h ~ pl ace . Bu t they never aot away with it. You know , the re s iden t s 

Aroups , si nce t hose '?O's, the residents grou ps s tart ed to form 

en d ther e j s R tremendous a•ount of co•munitv involvem~~t now a bout 
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tryina to protect Newcastle East and protect the For eshore s . 

When Joy Cum~ings becam e mayor of Newcas tl e there was a whole new 

po li t i cal awareness and a new po li tica l framework in wh i ch to 

work . Because Joy really cared a bout the envlronmant and oared 
about oeople . 

Q. She was the pa t ron of the Movemen t ? 

A. She is the Patron o f the Nor ther. n Park~ snd Playgrounds Move ­

~e nt, she wasn't at that gtaae. s he has sinc e become. S o the 

Counci l de veloped the idea of a, th ey may have dona i t indeoend­

ent l y or they picked that up fro~ ou r proposal 1 I don't know , 

but they pick ed up the ide a ~f a compet i tion, a Harbour Foreshore 

comp etit i on . With the hope that by ~he time of the Bicentenery 

the whole thing wou ld be i n place. And J ov became , I th1nk she 

was Chai r~an of the State Bi centenary Author i ty or somethins too. 

She wa s very much involved wlth the Si centen~ry. Unfortunately, 

s he ~eca~e ll l and s he had to retire sick. And wh at ha ppe ned then? 

Th e Counci l was sacked, and aJ1 sor ts of things happened you know . 

Q. Consequent ly the co~petit i on winner ... ? 

A. Ves, so t he winnin g co•petiti on des i an was hav ina lo t s of 

trouble~ because it wasn' t b~ i n s i~plemented. The actual desi8n , 

what you see down there now is not the de sian that won the compet-

1 t i on, unfor tunately. The over-buildina at Queen' s Wharf was dis­

a pp ointin3, the fact that the Railways wouldn't c ome to the party 

and reduce thelr lines to t wo lines instead of fou r or fi ve that 

they've got there a t that point. The fact that the Hou~ins Com~­

iscion demanded that they come in on to t he Shortland lawn. So 

that you 10,se some cent ral feat ures of the plan. I auppose. let's 

think of it startin8 from the eas t f irst. You lost the opp ortu nity 

to have a s weep of !awn ru nn1na ri gh t up to For t Seratchley gi v­

lns a physical connect i on and a lands cape connection to Fort 

Scratchley . Vou lo~t the opportunity f or a r eal l y effeoti ve a mph i ­

theatre, right tucked way in there, instead they've pus hed a 

little amphitheatre stuck out in the mi ddle , wh i ch i s a pretty 

sad thin8. Th en you had the Housing Commissi on come down, you 

know and c ut of f the Fort fr om the Fore sh ore, which wa s disappo i nt­

i ng. Then if you so back fu rther to the Rai lways . The Ra1lway 

unions demanded that they h3ve closed-in carpark s along the fore­

sh o ~e. 38ain s t the station where you s hould have had some publ ic 

s t an d ing s~ace and a l ittle b i t o f a park whe r e people could wait 

for tra1 ns and things. You ' ve got now a c losed off car park, you 

know, which is ug ly. S o t hat' s a sreat di sappolnt•ent . And then 

you've 8 0t 3long the ra i l way line itself , inste~d of havins a 

narr ow r~il casement i n the c lty, you've still so t t he ori s1nal 

eaoement, and when the y eleotr1tied the place they di dn't try to 

make the elect~ ie s tan sions fit i n with the Foreshore Scheme, t he y 

just used the saMe old stans io ns as if t hey were out in th e 
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countys i de somewhere. You know th~y cou ld have done s o many 

marv ello~~ t hinss. But any rate, maybe that's in next 50 ye ar plan. 

Afte r all Newcast l e' s been 8 0 1nsi 1t hasn't been soing quite 200 

years yet. Now the Queen'~ Wharf, well that was supposed to ~ueh~e 

smaller than it is and it was to be with al ot more space around 

it , wh ich isn't there now. So that you've got along Wharf Rd, 

yo u 've sot j ust the backs of these build1nss where t here should 

ha ve been some landscapins. And we're suppos ed to have a concourse, 

~ pedestrian concourse coming down from the Hunter St Mall just 

going rieht down nearly right to the foresh or e which is on the 

old o)(\S. , that was one of the important 3:<ial \ \n -e.E;. of the 

city, ln the first town plan for Newcastle you had the Cat hedral 

t hen 1.md~r the Cathedral you the Cathedral park and then you had 

a bi~ open ~arkat square which flowed right down to the water­

rront, you see. Well, that's all been built out over the years. 

St ill , you've 3ot Market St, wh i ch is the bit th~t 1 s left you see. 

And th~ idea was to hold that access right through to the Cathedral, 

which would have been maanificent. So we've still aot it there , 

the potential ' s still there , perhaps i n another 100 years they 

m1aht develo p it. There was a par k there. but they went and bu iit 

the carpark 1 the carparkin8 area, Newcastle' s ugli est catpark 

bui l t ~n a park. There's a ~aanifleent old tree th e re , a candlenut 

t r ee . I can re~ember the mayor at the t1ma , he said that they'd 

taken a couple of seeds from th~ ~ree and instead of losins a 

tr ee , we'd have two trees (i~pe rs onation of may orJ You know and 

he's p lanted these t wo tre es samewner~; god on ly knows where thev 

are. And that's when he was openins the carpark. He was a delight­

ful old fe l low, Pe.rd\Je- ~ but tha th i ns ic he wasn 1 t a conzerv­

at i on is t. Altho~sh, he was a ~ember o f Lhe Parks and Playgrounds 

MovemeTit (l auahs). Same with Joh n MacNo..ugton's a good membe~ of 

ParkG and Playgrounds Movement <com~ ent:go od politician) Oh yes, 

they all belons to the Park s and Playgr ounds Movement. 

Q. A~tually , I wanted to ask you has th~re been much gov~rnmen t 

! eaislat ion to faeillta t & conservation. You know is public opin­

i on havln8 an effect where it counts ? 
A. Oh yes, there's been le ~ islation come forward. You know some 

of the most important l~g1slation was the set ting up of the Nat­

\oTial Parks and Wildlife Service, f er instance. You know Parks 

and Piaygrounds Movement p l ayed a ve ry important part there sett­

i ns up the National Parks and Wildlife Service, lobbyi ng politic ians 

and puahins for it. One of our o l d, one of our most i nf l uen~ia l 

early me~bers, Rod Earp was very active there . And Rod as the Parks 

and Plava rounds Movement first developed the plans for the Barr i ng­

ton Tops National Parle People don• t realize l 954 it was. I 954 

we brousht f orwar d the Barrington Tops Project, I think it was 

ca lled. 1n those e~rly ' 50's there was a tremendous push from 
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a number of bus1nes~ Men anQ councils ln the Hunter ~o set up a 

holiday villaae on Barrin~ton Tops. It would nave destroyed th~ 

Tops, you know, a sort of m!nature Gordon-Pacific on ~he scenic 

r!~ of the Barrinston Tops. We developed this idea for a Nation­

al Park. There was no New South Wales National Parks Association 

or anyth i ns in those days. 1954 ~e're talkina about, And from 

the Parks and Playgrounds Movement developed the organization 

called the Hunter-Mannina National ParKs Association, which then 

combined with a 3roup in Sydney, that se~ up in Sydney, to form 

the New South Wales National Parks Associat i on, which has been 

a very influen6ial body in setting up par ks in New South Wales. 

We also were instrumental in g~tting. in s etting up a body called 

the Blackbutt Action Committee. Blackbutt Action Committee was 

thB adhoc comm i ttee which brou3ht together all the conservati on 

groups in Neweast le to fight the proposed &xpre9sway through 

Blaekbutt Reserve. That was August 1966. They said they had to 

have that expressway throuah a!ackbutt Reserve in one year. I t 's 

not there now (laughs) and never will be if we have our way . So, 

from that 8lao kb utt Reserve Committee and from all that action 

around Blaekbutt Rese r ve f~om 1966 to 1972 came the push to set 

the National Trust in Newcastle . See ,the•e was no National Trust 

either. So, we brouaht forward a pro ject for the Nationa l Trust 

In fact, I su ppo s e X was instumental in that because Blackbutt 

had brouaht us in clos~ contact ~1th the National TRust in Sydney. 

So we developed a project for Newcastle to launch the ~atlonsl 

Trust. It wa s the Hunter 2 , 000 Project, which we got under way . 

It was duely l~unched and became a very inf lueneial document, 

Hunter 2,000. We brought together things like Newcastle East. We 

brousht forward a supple~ent for Newcastle East and tor Koorasans 

Island as well as this major document tor the whole of the Hunter. 

All~ose groups, representatives from all those groups, became 

the !_andscape Committee of ~he National Trust. Well, the N~tional 

Trust has sone to the pack since then. It's been taken over by the 

Chamber of Commerce and I don't Know that people trust the Nation­

al Tru~t much anymore. But a ny rate, that,s unfortunate . You know 

the wheel soes r ound. But it might pick up asain soon when a few 

more conservationists ~et involved with the Trust. But the Parks 

and Playgrounds Movement has kept it's independence all the way 
throus h and we really do va lu e our !~dependence and wei re prepared 

to speak out in the publ ic interest on all th ose oon z ervation 

issues over the years. 

Q. Now in. 1987 you received the Environmental Achievment Award 
f r om Newcastle Uni vers ity Board ot Environmental Studies. What 

did you do or was it just you~ ... ? 

A. I, don't know wha t I d i d. It was a ~hock to me as a matter of 

fact. However , I think alot of people must have written to the 

Board . When they set up, t hey had only recently se t up that award. 
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I think ~here would be only one other person, you know it had 

onl y been going dn e y~ar. So they 8ave it to me. Wel l , I ~uppose 

I have been pretty active over the past 20 or 30 years. So I f elt 

that I' d achieved for the Par ~ s and Playsrounds Movement. That's 

where I 1 ve put my major activi ty. I've been spokesperson for some 

years now. 

Q. How lon8. do you know? . 

A. Sine~ 1972 or somethina lik~ that. !~ v~ been the President. 

But before that I'd been work i ng as a co~~ittee member with other 

committee ~embers on lots of proJects. 

Q, So how far back does you r actual involv ment so? 

A. Oh. with the Parks and Play3rounds Movement i t only soes b~ck 

~o 1962. I can remem~er coming he~e, o l d Joe Ri chley was the 

President at the t im e . He was a deli8htful man. ~hey soon snaffled 

me up. I became assistant secretary at that stage very quickly . 

T~ey ~tart to get you involved an d things like that , and then 

later on secretary of the Parks and Playgrounds Movement. But I 

really had to dr op it in 1970 when my wi fe died. I was s o i ~volved 

lookins after the family and so on . Things sort of went d~wn abit 

as far as I was concerned. Did I sav 1970, I meant I was president 

since 1982 not '72. I th ink I said "72 t here(comment: not to worrvJ 

Q, So, you' v e been in vo l ved with 8lackbut~,Glenroek, the Hertia8e 

Cen tr~ here? 
A. Oh yes , I've been very active in se ttins up the Heritage Centre 

here and f i 8ht1ng to stop, . . weli , it starts alona, lon3 time 

before the Heritage Centre was ever thought of. They wanted to 

demolish this building and there's no National Trust in Newcastle. 

Stangely enou~h it fel l To the Pa~ks 3nd Play8rounds Movemen~ to 

tiaht to sav~ this building and g~t, luck ily, a f~w of the arch­

itecture students at the university to ok up the i s sue. But old 

J oe Richley, I remembe~ had to reall~initiate that j you know. 

'terri ble wasn 't it wh ~ n you th i ~k about it. We were lucky the 

building stayed. And t hen of oourse with Joh n Paynter . Kevin 

MacDonald, Brian Suters 1 John Dorman and s o~e others I've forgotten, 

we took the idea of a Heritase Centr e to Joy Cummings. Joy Cum~ i ~gs 

was the mayor at ~he time, a~d 80t t hi ngs going with Wran. There 

was lots of fights. They wouldn't sive the centre outriaht. They 

wanted to sell it off a nd then we would lease it back from a 

developer . But the developer went broke and luckilyj out of all 

this has come this Heritage Centre . Marvellous. A marvellous 

facil~ty for Newcastle and for the commun i ty. 

Q. And what about Kooraaang Island and th~ estuary? 

A. Things happen !n conservation in a Strange way. Alot of people 

like to think that they initiated things the~selves. I suppose 

w~ all do, we all do our little bit. But you know I always feel 
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that we owe a whole !Qt to a eoup1 ~ Qf litt l e o ld lad te~ over at 

Stockton who just happened to co~plain about the mess that was 

coming over and di rt yins their washin3Claughs). They took it up 

with the member here , Ar th Yr Wade, and the sovernmen t at the time 

initiated the Kooraaana Enquiry. ~nd from that ha~ come forward 

the interest in the estuary and the proposal for a Kooragans 

Nature Reserve was deve l oped ~nd so on . And now that, s where the 

Nat i onal Trust, we work&d throush the National Trus t Landscape 

Co~m ittee, we deve l oped that Koor a gan g s upplement> whic h was 

based ve ry heavily on the Coffey Report o f Kooragang. They found 

that tha way in du s t r y was developin g on Kooraaana was just no t 

r eally w~ l l planned at all and we knew that for ~long time. 

Q. Was 1t planned at all? 

A. Oh well, i t was j ust one oft, you know, as thlngs came up they 

alo~ted ~ l ittle bit of l and a nd fi!! i na went on r~ gar dle$s. The 

Public Works Department were just really mak ing a mess out ther e. 

The ro t s tarted i n 1952, or it might have been 1954 , with th e 

pas5ing i n parliament or the Hu n t er Port Aet , or somethins, wh i ch 

$tarted the Koorasana development . Vou know th e Public Works Dep­

artment was ~mpowered to buy up all that landl which was a l l 

little farms and things and star t filling the wh o l e lot, ~ll that 

~rea . They would have m~de the most, there wou l d have been pet r o­

chemical industries and everythins over the~e if they had their 

way. But, you know, that Kooragane 12..nu.,J,('I is very, v~ry 

impo rtant , even thou sh i t hasn't yet , the findings of that enq ui ry 

haven't yet been pu t in p l ace. 

(Comment:Oh. real ly.) 

No . oh, no, see this ls the thin8 as I was sayi~g th ere 's spin­

of fs from all t hese thinas, Bu t conservation is a matter that the 

community , well who el s e is ther e, there's only the c ommun i ty ­

lndividual people that band together to form conservation gro up s 

t~at keep the issues ali ve. There's still the Hexham Nature 

Reserve to be set up and the Kooras~ng Nature Reserve needs t o be 

extend'd and it's got t o be brouaht under manasement. It's all 

very we ll to have a line on a Map, bu t if nobody manage s it to see 

that i t's l ooke d after and properly con se rved 1 it can still det­

er i orate . It's lik~ 1 was talkins t o you about Flaggy Creek Res~ 

erve. Th3t was set uD and they set up a tru s t, the thing is the 

trust never meet. You s ee that's a classic method of d if fu sin g 

the public push. You know , you push f or somethin5 and they bring 

you in onto a commi tt ee. ·rhey se t up a comm i ttee that never meets 

a nd mi nutes are neve r kept or anything. You know there's all sorts 

of way ~ of sh unt i ng vou of f onto a side t rack. That's why you 

need organ !zat1on s l l ke the Parks and P l aysrounds Movement. The y're 

completely inde pendent, you know, they won~t be s ucke d- i n. Ju s t 

to keep thin8$ on the straight and narr ow . 

Q. Di d vou have any l nout i nto the Shortlands Wetland Centre ? 

A. Oh ves , we were i nvolved wit h that too. But we don't say that 
we · r~ reS Donsibl e for i t. I'm not su~~est i n a . ok v A~ ~~·vP. b~An 
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involved in lt, yo~ know, as a sroup,along with all those other 

conaervation sroups- Fauna ~nd Flora Protecti on Society very 

i~portant, th~ National Trust Landscape Comm ittee until quite 

rec~ntly has been very important. The Shortlands Wetlands C~ntre 

is just a . .. you s ee, alot of these issues you have to keep them 

a li ve over a L~ng per1od of time and then the political situation 

co~es risht for all things to come together. For instance, fight­

ing for the Glenrock St~te Recreation Area, we never called 1t 

th~ Glenrock State Recreation Area, we didn't know it ~s the Gleh­

rock State Recreation Area until quite late . We were t~en flght ins 

for the Foresho~e for years and years and years. We ll we've been 

fight i ng for ~ couple of things on the Foreshore like the histor ic 

site under the N~t!onal Parks and Wi l dlife ~ct. It's time has not 

vet come, But i t's still there in t he winss . If we set ou r historic 
park underway , h1stor i c park and open-air museu~. then th e ne xt 

step is to s ee tha~·~ i t 's declared a historic s i te, s o t hat you 

t.~t c tate and govern~ent fundins. That's the importance of hav ina 

a h is toric site. Out at Glen ... Koorasang for yearo and ye ars we 

were Jus t trying to 8et s om e sort of park in the industrial area 

vou ~now, we fousht 3Md fought, we ne ver drea~ed we'd be able to 

make this break throush . Vou see, then the climate became riaht. 

The Coffey Report s et the thinss in climate and then we were a b le 

tq br in8 forward the idea of l ook i ng aft~r the who le estuary . Of 

course , ther ejs been th i nss happening not on l y in Newcas tl~. there,s 

been th inas happen ing all round the worl d . (co1t1111ent: that ' s risht) 

Change , dyna~ic change tak6S place and y~u've just a ot t o have 

pl ans ready to take up th e challen~e when ever i t co~es . 

Q. Ac~uall y, I had a question h~re about what 80vernment fund1ns 

or other assistance can you cal l upon? 

A. Conservation 8roups can't ~enerally oall up on any assistance. 

I suppose . The Parks and Play s rounds Movement doesn't get any 

nssistaneP. , but we did run for the Com~onwealth government, a n 

emplovment s eheme ... what do you call i t? . . C.E.P. sch~me for them 1 

which was pretty hard wo rk for me, as a matter o1 fact, as l wa s 

the person who had to actually co~e here everyday to s ee that they 

were worki ng etc , etc. Because C had to sign the cheque s and 

thi~gs like that fo r the i r wages. So, it put alot of re s ponsibil­

i ty on to my little band of workers. There were about thr~e of 

us r eally , who s erviced that s chem e. So we had three peopl e ~1ork 

tor us 1or six mon t hs . That was aood, i t was good for the Mov eMent. 

However, I couldn•t possibly do 1 t a eain, it's too much hard work 

tor me individually. 

Q. And how about fundins actual propo s al s? 

A. Like park pr oposalo? (yes). In Newcastle we've been very un­

fortunate i n that the fu nd i ng, say fo~ the Northu~berland County 

Scheme which was se t up as I say 1n 1952, the fundins arrange~ents 

Out lon q-term loans over a Deriod of 25 vear s and to 
were to take ' ' 



fund r.he Scheme, to see that 1t was implemented. Buy t he lan d 

that wa s ne oessary f or roads , market s quares, pa rks and so on, 

all those pub li c fa oillties that had t o be provided. Th e Newcastle 
Council ob jected v~ry ~tronaly to the Scheme a nd obje c ted very 

strongly to any of the park proposa ls. They wouldn't have any 

parks on the foreshore. They wouldn ' t hav e any parks at Civic, 

tney didn't want Ci vic Park, they didn't want Pacific Park and 

so on. So they tried to knock them a!! out o1 the Scheme and 

t hat's where Parks and Play8rounds Movement was very influenbial 

in seeins that they stayed in the Scheme. All the foreshore parko 

were knocked out incidentally, of the Scheme in 1956 due to the 

clty council. And the city counci l wouldn't co•e into the fundins, 

beoau~e the city council at that time said that thd fund i ng would 

be too onorous. Over 25 years the interest rate could cli•b to 

4i%. they thought it mi8ht even set to that. So that all these 

parks, even Greenpoint would have been all paid for . You wou l d 

have had it all there if the funding arransements could have been 

agreed to in the '50 ' s. (comment:now it's so d ifficult .) Now the 

expense, one mil li on dollars, one mil li on pounds , sorry, two 

million dollars, it would have cost for all of the parks in the 

whole of the No r thumber land Countv. Now , I mean, they talk about 

spending a million dol lars j ust to landscape an area. Really 

politi cans can be very nesat i ve wh en they don't look ahead, be­

cause they're so i nte reste.d in ho l ding on to their seats. Had the 

r13ht things been done to ~et in motion, that acquisition fund 

and now they call it the ... the fund is stiJJ there. The fund that 

was set up finally, is sti ll there, but it's never had any money 

in it since all thos e years. The only thin s they ever bouaht with 

it was the, there' o a building in Auck land St. the corner of 

Auckland a nd Kina St. That was the only thins that was ever bought 

with that fund, the acquisition fund , basica lly because the councils 

wouldn't come to the party . Now i n Sydney you have a different 

set of circuMs tanoes, because you have alot of local gov~rn•ent 

areas . 

Q. Is that the Cu•berland County Council? 

A. Ves , the Cumberland County Sc heme was se t up and you had the 

Cumberland Fund set up. And that Cumberland fund has contributions 

fro• all the councils and the state government matches all the 

f unds , you see, which we lost. We Miss ed out on that. The idea 

~as the councils would do the i r own acquisitions etc J etc. But 

any rate we're bumbling along. There's s ome people tryins to se t 

that fund operational now , ac a matter of fact. There 's a bis 

move to ge t the fund operational even aft~r all these vears, real ly 

going . Even if i t was only t o set that ~atch~n8 fundins from the 

sovernment . In Sydney you have also i n the last 10 years you've 

had greenspace fund s and s o on. You have quite alot of direct 

government fundin8 to acqu i re s ome i•portant parks. Mind you , Sydney, 
I,m not suggesting Sydney's got all t he parks it needo. But in 

thos~ e~rly days in Sydney they set as1de magnificent areas like 



Sotanic Gardens, which is 6~ hectare~ right on the harbou r fr ont . 

Right against the city, you know, it'o amazin8. Sydney was only 

a village when that was set aside. We never had any of those 

oppo rtunities. When Newcastle was set up, all the land was taken 

up by a company called the A.A. company, and they owned everythina 

west of Brown St, s o the clty of Newcastle could only develop fr om 

Brown St towards the east, vou see. The Civic St was the other 

end of th~ city. So all from Pacific St to Nobbys was all reser ve d 

for public purpoDes i n parks and th ! nas like that. So you had this 

funny 11ttle v lla~e stuck ther~. so Newcastle was really he~med 

in by ~he A.A. company . Now th~t's the Austra lian Agr 1 c ~ ltu ral 

Company. 

Q. Was it th~n the lahd was dedicated f or a botanic park here in 

1868, was it? 

A. Oh, I can't re~ember off hand the date , but yes there w~s a 

Botanic Gardens se t aside in Newcastle. 

Comment: It never ev~ntuated . 

A. Oh, there was abit of activ ity there. I mean they planted all 

thooe t~ees and you'll see it in the grounds of B.H.P. Xt was 

Riven over to B.H.P. by the Newcastle Steelworks Act of 1913. The 

Newca~tle Steelworks Act, you know the Pre~ier of New South Wales 

big noting hi'n1sl!lf , talking to the B.H .P. lend of tape I.) 

Yo u under way now? Yep ! 

The Botanic Gardens is another areat issue. To se t the Botanic 

Gardens going fo r Newcastle. Parks and Playgrounds Movement's been 

on this push for a Botanic Gardens for a long while because, s ee 

4n Sydney, there's 1 million dollars per annum goes into the 

Botanic Gardens. That's alot of money , isn't it? Now that's ~ore, 

well , we j ust don'~ aet any funds f or any parks really. Certainly 

not in th~t s ort of leasue . But, of course that juct does~'t go . . 

that' s not JUSt at Sydney Cove, tight on Port Jackson, that's 

the Mount AnnAn Botanic Gardens and Moun t Tomah Botanic Gacdens. 
There're all annefs ot the Sydney Botanic Gardens. The 8otan1c 

Ga~dens is more than j ust a place where it's a nice park, althouah 

we use it as a park and a setting for Sydney city, it's a place 

where there' s study. There's a herbarium that's funded there, so 

\here's qu1te alot of things go on at the Botanic Gardens, not 

j ust gardening . Now, we the Parks and Playsroun ds Movemant, got 

a gr oup tosether to form a Botanic Gardens Committee here in New­

castle and Don Barnett, who was our president of the Parks and 

Playsrounds Movement at the time took up tha act i vit ies of oraan­

izins the Botanic Gardens, and he now puts all his efforts into 

that Botanic Gardens project, s o we don't see him help i ns us as 

mu~h as he used to on the general fr ont, but he's doina a magnif­

icent j ob. Of course, there's so ~any people come in on th e Bot­

anic Gardens now. But those Botanic Gardens , the actual kernel of 

the i dea, is one of those things that's s r own out of the Parks 

and Playgrounds Movement. So many things have come out of Parks 
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and Play8rounds Movement over the y~ars. You know, ~ett!na tha 

release of Fort Scratchley and s o on. But there are other eroups , 

you know you ~tart a project and other groups come in and take it 

up, then you can let them run with it . it'-:; .good. 

Q. Can you m~ntion any ot her pro jects l ike that, that we may not 

have covered so far? 

A. r Mentioned Fort Scratch ley , the release of Fort Scratc hley, 

setting that aoing we'v~ been verv much involved there. Well, I 

think the setting up of the National Parks Association th rough 

the Hunter- Mannine Nationa l Parks As s oc i ation, the Fauna an d 

Flora Protection Soc1ety, the Parks and Plavgrounds Movement was 

infl ue'l. ial in settin0 that started. And that's been one of our 

" Jobs, se ttin& people eoing on things l ik e that- the Greenp o int 
. ........... 

Act i on Committee and the U.R.G.,F. ~. In recent years we' ve started 

campa lening particularly to save Lake Macquarie. Lake Macquarie 

is Australia's largest lake and l t hasn't got a decent bloody 

park n n ~he whole of La~e Macquarie . It's unbelievable, isn't it ! 

So we've call~d a serios of public Meetinss, t hat'~ ~ow these 

thines usually start and people coma forward. We' ve started a 

pro Ject on ... Belmont Lagoon Project, th~ re ' s a com• it tee operating 

out there now on that. So Parks and Playsrcunds Movement 's been 

abit of a catalyst/in many ways. But of course, as I oaid t o you, 

nothing i s done by one pers on or another. It's just a matter o f 

a Mumber of people coming toget her at the r ight time. Shortlands 

Wetlands Centre ! s that kind of project. The Awabaka l Centre. 

We ' ve sup ported env ironmental education over the years too ... We 

did 8et n sroup 80 in g call e d the Hunter Town Plann1~8 Ass oc iation, 

unfortunately, it's 80ne by the board. Howeve r , some of these 

organizations, Vou know you're inv~lved in establishing l ik e the 

Blaekbutt Action Committee or we've had the Glenrock Co~munity 

Advisory Comm i t ~ ee. Wel l , you see they're important organizations 

and they do their work on a particular issue and then th ey mieht 

disperse. I s uppose I sh ou!d mention the Foreshore Committee. 

We have, together with a number of other groups organized the 

C1t1zen~ Foreshore Committee. That was organ i zed before the Land­

scape Co~peti tior.. The idea wa$ to set . ... well, there was an issue 

we had an issue. T~e is s ue was that they wanted to build ~ carpark­

in3 stati on on the Fore~hore, the Glty Council. We se t up a sroup 

by satherlns tosether a number of 8X'Oups and ! th i nk the Par ks 

and Plav~rounds Move-ent was inst~mental in actually doing t hat . 
. o ~ 

But we never tr i ed to take the kudos or anything for th ose things 

because we're just a part of the community. That Foreshore C~~~­

itt.ee has been reactivated presently , because of another .issue 

that's 8<> i ng on. That• s the issue of s ubd iv 1d1 rig the Park I o...nd 
There's this ooten ia l problem with s ubdiv i d ing this rail way land 

given to the city for parkland. So we've had to bring the oraaniz­

a~ion t osethe r and we've developed a whole new concept for this 

par k . In tact it's been a verv important time. That's all happened 

in a matter of months rec ently. ln fact ~hose new pl ans are on 
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display now and we're looking for publ l c supp ort. Now that's 

initlaited lot~ of new people ao1ng out and they'll be gettina 

people workins and so on. So it's a matter of throwing a stone 

in the pond and the waves 80 out you know , an d perhaps me~t w1th 

o~hers and they either so together or work against on e another, 

I don't know . Ctnerally speaking, we always like to take a pos i t ~ 

iv.e v i ew. So that when the Counoil wanted to build a oarparking 
~ 

statlon at Nobbys, for instance, we objected very strong l y, 

because it would have meant that the convict built break~ater 

would have b~come the major throushfare. We didn't J ust object 

to the carparklng area there, we turn ed the whole thing over and 

made it lnto a H is~oric .. we look~d for a hi~toric site, you see 

we dev e loped the Historic Site idea, wh ich is the thing which 

finally ended up getting the military out of the area and seeins 

that Fort Scratchley was siven over to the city. Now admittedly 

w~ didn't ~in the Historic Site because if it had have been an 

Historic Site, the eovernment would have been pay1ns, you see. 

Th e aover~ment ls very hard to catch , and thev don't l ik e payins . 

And the same down there on the lake now, we'v~ got gr oups together 

to fo:rm U.R.G.J, which is the United Residents GroupsfA"tft~'C!"'""'f>Nt 
Macquarie and thvy 'r e fishtins to save the Lake. There'v@ been a 

number of isoues come up that they've been very •. it's been very 

imp ortant that they've been operatins. Var ious iss ues, ~uoh as 

the West Lakes Sewage Scheme, to see thin8S are done properly 

there. Initiating this concept of a Nat i onal Park f or Lake Maqu~rie 

Push ins for Greenpoint, the establish~ent of a park for Greenpoint. 

Getting another group going at Caves Beach to look at what's 

happened with the Gordon Paclflc thin 0 . The Gordon Pacific plan 

was one of the terrible failu~es, although Cordon Pacific hav?n't 

built anything yet. There's s til l a l ot of activity, I don't know 

whether we've sot ths enersy to do alot thar~, but there•s got to 

be things done there. It's J ust abso l utely outra8eous what the 

council has allowed to happen. Bu t one of the troubles there la 

vou've got a new mayor, and also member for Swansea, ... Wi.lsh, 

who eame forward more or l~ss on an environ~ental ticket. People 
threw out the member there and they sot rid of the mayor. I mean 

\.1.1:-Mi 1~ . · 
mayors Lo~e their seats. So~~ - . there now and he's really not 

representing the people. He's sort of pushins all sorts of barrows. 

I don't know, it's hard to know wh at his game is . He ' s only been 

there for a short ti~e. but wha t he did with Gordon Pac i fic . 

pushing Gordon Pacific instead of seeing tne proper pla~nin8 

procedures were adopted and seeing that everybody had a fair say 

you know, so that you set a reasonable outcome. They just 8ave it 

a l l away, the who le thins. dreadful . Really is dreadful. But the 

thinz is tha compa~y, the Gordon Pacific is really an old mining ., 
company, the Gordon Pacific is really a company called Waller t"hi'ain · 

Now WallervY\i•in was the min!na co~p~ny which was previously called 



Sllver · ~"'l\e -j. Mi nerals and before that it was called Silver ·'1o.Jl~1' 
Uranium Mine~ and Silver Valley Uraniu~ Mines bought anot her 

mining company down tner~, Mawson Pacific, So what you're seeing 

is a defunct mining company that•s become a developer, They've 

sot this maanir!cent land there . They've turned themselveo into 

two companies now, there's An~n Australia or somethina and Gordon 

Pacific . And they've employ~d very so od public relations consult-
~ 

ants and s o on and~done the rieht th i nas like payins money i nto 
> 

po liti cians fisht1na fund s and things like that. They're very 

clever. they've really outsmarted the oeople. 

Q. What was the pr opogal? What did they want to develo p? 

A. They ca~e fo~ward wi th the idea that they were goins to develop 

a tourist resort, but no on e really knows what it will end up l1ke 

because tourism is t he 'in' LiJord at the mo111ent . So it was hard to 

fisht from that point ot view because you really didn't know what 
they were propos i ng. It ca~e forward as a sort of a blo b on a map 

Tourist Resort. 500 million dollars, you can't kn ock i t, can you? 

But i n actual fact, the co~pany doesn 1 t h1ave 500 mil li on dol l ars 

it barely could scrapa together 30 milli on dol lars at the ou tset . 

So what are they going to do, I don't know, But you see, the publ i c 

planning procedureo were all th r own away. You h~d a new counci l 

in and they wouldn't 11sten to the people, thev wouldn't allow 

them a hearing even. And then you've t ot a new state sovernment 

come in and thrown planning away. You mentioned somethina ab ou t 

planning legisla~ion- one of the most important thinBs is plannins, 

I s uppose, in terms of parks and trylns to look ahead at the shape 

of cities and town~. Wel! , after the war you had this series of 
I 

County Councils in Sydney and Newcast le ; that's the Cu~berland 

County and the Nor thu•berland County and they were loca l sovern­
~ent bodies really, another ti er of aovern~ent. But they were 

thrown out in 1964 and the State Plannina Authority Act was brousht 
in. The State Plannins Authority was set up. then the State Plann­

ins Authority was thtown out, they beca~e the Plannins and Envir­

onment Go~mission. Then the Commission finally went and it became 

the Plannina and Environment Oapartment, directly under a minister 

you cee. 

And now ... CQ. It's sone too has it?) 

Yes, it's all aone . Now you've s ot the Planning Oepart•ent and 

the Environment Department. But planning is under Mr Hay, the 

minister at the moment. Well, in effect the present state sovern­

~ent appears in my book,to just throw p~~~ sway completely. I 

Just think it's a mess now. Underlyins all this, is an act of 

parlia~ent, the latest thing, is the Environmental Assessment Act 

1959, i t was brought down . Now that act is a very go od act in 

it.self, unfortunately, i t al l depend s on t h~ minister, the wh llfls 

of the minister. We really don ' t hav e a statutory act that can be 

enforced. Becaus e finally when you come to enf orce s o•ethins 

which i s very good, and finally down the line, it' s Just goins 
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to be to a m1n 1 st~r to eitner decide ~hether he thinks it's a 

good thins or a bad thing. So what you have now, it's particularly 

bad now, if you can ge~ a pipe li ne through to the minister and 

see ~hat money runs. well , there you so. People; l1ke oommun1ty 

8roups, of course , don't have pipel i ne~ through to ministers . In ­
deed, if we want to rin8 the minister's department, i t costs a 

fortune from Newcas tle ; everything's STD. cverytime you want to 

s~nd a document i t costs you $5 if you want to put it onto a FAX 

or something. So, the moment you're outside the S ydney ring, the 

res1on, it's ve r y difficu l t to keep in contact with the centre 

where all the decisions are made. Any rate, 1 suppose 1 if you were 

wantins to make a millio~ dollars, there's no trouble setting a 

pi ~e l i ne thro~gh. One of the ether te~rible things that seem to 

be happenins.which may not be new, is the setting up of companies 

that are on ly $ 2 or $3 development companies. For instanoe, Gordon 

Pacific. I mean as a comoanv, they've never paid a dividehd. They've 

only been trading under the na~e ~f Gordon Pacific for 18 ~onths. 

Wheh they were Walle~t<\.ain they wer~ ei ther goina broke. there was 

no ..... 

Gom~~nt : !t s ounds abit shonky, doesn't it? 

A. Well, not so ~honky. It's qu it e leaitimate, but then again you've 

got a company, for inGtance, for Greenpoint. A company that's ao ­
ina to sive you all sorts of thinss at Greenpoint 1 1s only a $5 

company. Now, that's thelr $5 paid up capital. 5 share holders. 

r;m sorry, ther e 's 4 $1 shares. Mr Vosan, for ~nstance has a $1 

s har~ and 10 B class shares, what ever they are. There ' s another 

roup called .. . t won't mention who ~h~y are, that has another 40 

B class shares. All in all, I suppose you mtsht have $55 in the 

oomoany. You see, thev can do . .. that' s all they'v$ sot to lo~~e. 

You can't 1oose more than $55 i n a li mited liabili ty ¢Ompa~y. The 

co~pany that was goin8 to build the Tower down here, they were 

only $2 paid up company . Gompan i e~ are set up like thls and they 

can 80 alona wjth all sorts of pretty pictureg to the boardroo~ 

and you ~et a 800d public relations bloke in cha~ge ~nd they tell 
a sood story. Like Gordon Pacificqwe ' re going ~o build a Botanic 

Gardens do~n thereH. 15 million dol lars thev're going to cpend' 

fhey haven't even got 15 ~illion dollars to spend, but they tell 

you they're soina to spend it . 

Comment: Jobs. Creation of jobs. that' s a!wavs . . .. 

A. That wouldn't create jobs. What they 'ra s aying ! s, there's the 

potential to creat~ jobs, not that they're 3oins ~o create Jobs. 

Yes, so it's a matter of money might fall down fro~ heaven or 

the.re might be a nice Japan~se entrepeneur, and that 1 s the way 

they hope to finance these th1ngs. What they do, is aet councils 

to short-sheet the plann1ns rules and all sorts of things. It's 

a great sha•e there aren't a few aldermen about who ask Questions, 

vou ~now, be abit more thou~htful when these fancy developments 
come up. You know, we've seen dozens of them on the Newcastle 



~ / . 

F~reshore down he r e ...... Windward Passage-you know soin~ to build 

a a re at bis tavern on the f ore s hore but it do esn't look l i ke . • . 

in fact las t week he pulled out all together . The busineGs wor Jd 
is a difficult world, however, councils c~uld really look after 

the publ i c interest, not just after a bus iness man' s interest. 

But , there's ~ls o bonafide buslness men wh~ have larae amount$ of 

ca~ital estab li shed i n an ar ea and they r eally should be helping 

to see that they don't go under t oo and to see that they 'r. e 

~ roperlv serviced. But i nstead we s ee a l ways where there's these 

shiny dol lars in the distance 1 inst ead of golns to a consultant 

end fi ndins out what's their paid up capital or look ~ t t h ~ir 

annual reports and so on , they take them ~t fa ce value and l i sten 

to the public relat i ons blurb, instead of looking behind and seeing 

wha t really 10 there . So that's one of the things that's happenina 

recently, because we live i n a time when pe opl£ play with money. 

You don 't 1~t, unfor tunately , the big mo n ey is beina made in the 

plav i ng with the money. It's li ke a big ga~blin3 .. you push t he 

money backwards and f orwards and everytime you pu s h it back, you're 

~aking la rger investments. It's not really investing the mone y 

at all, it's just paper . Unless that money, that paper, is actually 

used to make somethinz that actually ~reates wealth or provides 

us with somethina tan8ible, i t's just paper. And come the time 

when deoosi tors aecide t o withd~aw their d~po s its or realize their 

capital, everything's al right, but if people sta~t asking for 

t heir money, the who l e thins falls to piec~s. So, i t's a li t tle 

bit o f a ... it's i~porta~t t hat local so~ernment and planning 

doesn't 3et involved i n this r~ce with the speculators. Any rate. 

that's the pr oble~ of the moment , R p e~ ulat1on . 

Comm~nt: How are we soins? There's so~eth!ne I'd Just l ik e to 

re a d yQu, I think it's interesti ng- 1~ r ecent years the e ver 

increasing awareness of the seriousness o f environmental issues 

... but the active conservationist is still r esarded as a p i nk­

tinsed, i nterferrins ext r emist <lau s h$). Do you still fi nd that 

so? 
A. Well, ! think that if you hnd a $2 company, and you only had 

prettv pict~res to show peop1e, you'd be f rightened of anybody 

who looked behind the p1c tures 1 wouldTI't you? So 1 think that 

conse r vationists in that sense, they are not liked by the 5pecul­

ator at all. There'~ no friends there. But I think that the bon~­

fide bus i ness interests , there's no real probleM. Because we're 

all working towards try i ng to •ake the plan&t ~ better place , if 
we like to pare down and see what people ar e rea l ly on about. I t's 

just that s ome bu~inessmen may feel they can do it beet their way, 

you see. But , if they 're making CFC's, I'd say they can't. Of 

course the bis issue today is that we're com ing up asalnat the 

populat i on time-bomb. Now that's reall y undcrlyins all the problems 



i n the world, whether they be eco11omio a s we ll as envit"onmen t al. 

We Just haven't realized it , tha~e's alot of pe opl e haven't 

reali zed i t. Still we 're in amongst it, lt, s happening. 

Com~ent: There' s the One Eart h Ca~pa1an that was l a unched j ust on 

the ~ieekend with ~worldwide concert. That's the first time I ' ve 

he ard that on s uch a scale though I've heard that ~essa8e before. 

A. Conservati oni s ts are on t he side of li f e a nd ti vlns th i ngs . I 

would f i nd myself qu i te at ho~e with alot of people , alot o f is sues­

ant t war, anti . .. injustice and so on. I t' s def i nitely ... we ' ve sot 

to li~it population. Now 1 do1, ~ t know how it 's d one, but i t's 

so1nething i n t his generation we've sot to do. Because ot herwise , 

we'r e comins up against that steep rise !n po pulat ion an d t he r e's 

no way t he a ar t h c an s us tain , the ra 's no where else to go. 

Comment :Som et hing ' c got to g iv e. 

A. Ther ~ · s no whera el s e to go . Once upon a ~ime they thousht 

w~' ll de ve l op the ~ pac e probes an d t h i nss l!ke \hat. We'll a l l 80 

and li ve on Mar s. No, no, no we ~re all part of the earth. You 

know our bod y is made uµ of part of t he earth, we ar e t i ed to the 

ear th , whethe~ we l ik e it or not. Thero mightn't be an u~b i llcal 

cord t here , but i n effec t it really i9 bec au 5e ou r body is c~ ~ p ose d 

of the ~ ~o~ n that come tc us fro~ the fo od we e a~ 3nd so on , and 

we ' re as a part of the earth as any t re e or anyth i n g li ke t hat. 

If we allow our par t icu lar par t of th& ~ arth .. if we a ll ow ourse lve s 

to grow to o much i n numbers ·~~ take ov ~ r t oo mo c h of t he bio-mass. 

In other wo~ds all the l i v i ng thinss , a nd we fo~ce ou t t oo many 

thinss 1 then w~ cou l d nend the whole ~hins crashina < co~ment : 

Everythinz. > Jus t t h ~ s ame a s you ae t i n . . . recently we had swarm ~ 

of thes~ l i tt l9 cuD moth lavae . Ali the trees a l l round Newo aG t l e 

we~e de foliated. The y built up ln po putation and t hen the y j ust 

disappea~ ove~n igh t , like th at. Sudd *nl yj th ere c ome s a time whe n 

th ey' ve j~at ~aken tao M~oh and a v icu~ ~r s omething soeG cish t 

throu gh the l~t.It just does the~ a l l . Y~u ~now it's a s alutary 

l~saon to r human beln8~ the re. 

T J. C"ed? 

THE END. 


