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INTRODUCTION. 

This e s say describes t he liv i nn condition s of the 

Worimi Aboriginea of Port St eph e ns before a nd afte r 

. the appearance of the Europeans . The i r tale i s a sad 

one, as is the tale of countless tr ibes or nurro s or 

tribal groups throughout Australia. ,-· All of th e 

references consulted <lurinG t he co mpi lation o f this 

essay po in t to the Worimi a s hei nn of o pcnc ef ul 

disposit io n and perhaps tliis trait l ocl to th e:i. r renc1y 

ass imilat io n to the culture of the white ma n. Tor.lny , 

the number of descendnntG of the Wor i~i may nov0r be 

known. Some l i ve at Port Stephens anrl there !'.l,"lY be a 

few at Knrunh and st il l sonc at Tarce on the r cr:erves . 

On good authority, it se ems that th e only tru a Wo rimi 

would be of the Ridgeway fam ily or close rel o t ivcs of 

that family . If we cou l d onl y na t hc r these mc~bc r s 

together and ••.••••...•• 



THE WORIMI. 

At present. the Aboriginal race is thought to have 

occupied Australia for at least 50,000 years but ns the 

technology of dating bones, shells an<l a rtefact a becomes 

more sophist i cated,. we may find that their tenure mny 

' have been for anything up to 120,000 yen rs. ny foot 

and by water these early migrants reached our nor thern 

coast brincing with them their dogs (dincoes) wi1ich are 
a 

not ind i genous. A gradual migration so uthw a r ds be gan 

with some t ri bes moving into the hinterland by tlic way 

o f 1 a k es and r i v e r s an d o th e r t r i b c s set t 1 i n e n c~ :i. r th e 
! 

coast. This occurred over a very lonR period of time. 

The Worimi became one of the coastnl dwc l lin1 

tribes but the actual area they occupied has given rise 

to some confusion. 11.K. Garlcin<l o ne! J oy l.'hecl nr rl es cribe 

the Worimi 's tribal ground as , •• "the coas t fr or1 the 

Hunter River in the south to Forste r in the north , 

thence acro ss to Gloucester in the north-Hest :11111 dovrn 
lt-

to Maitlantl in the south-west." l3oris Sokoloff: s tat e s 

that 11 centred on Port Stephens w c re t: he \l o r i rn i . " II e 

a 1 so goes on to s n y ''the extent of their t e rr j_ tor y "as 

f r om t he t1 ya 11 1 o k es i n t he no r t h , t o T3 n r r i n c to 11 '1' o p s 

in the west, and the Hunter River in t he south . " 5 

William Scott however describes the "Po rt Stcpl1~111J 

tribe as thir Gringai tribe, a sub-br F-1.n ch of nu rn r:?rous 

native people that once in hob i tee! the l ower portio ns 
6 

of the Hunter and Karuah ,River volleys." Becri11se of 

the lack o f A bor isinal Fe cords as t o tr ibes, h o r <l e 3 or 

nurras and tribal grounds it is accepted that t lta 

Worimi did indeed settle at Port Stephens, based on 

three sources. They are, conversation s ui th l l r: . Ca rol 

Bissett the great, great grand dnuchter of King H i~ly 

Ridgeway, a Worimi frorn Port Stephens, another i:~ t ile 

work of Boris Sokoloff who specialised in th ~ rr~.sen rch 
'T 

of the Worimi. Lastly, arc the reference s mn <l~ nhout 

King Billy and his people by t he Aborigines Inl nnd 

Missio n mngazincr; "Our Aim'.' 8 
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Be ca u s e the \lo r i mi we r e h u n t e r - g a the re rs , t h e 

weapons, implements and utensils used were of pri me 

importance to their survival. Natural mater.inls nuch 

as stone, wood, skins, bone and shell to name n few, 

were used to fashion these important tools of subsistence.q 

Their weapons included spears, woomerus, clubs nnd 
10 

throwing sticks, boomerangs and axes . There were 

Se V e r a 1 t y p e S 0 f S p ear S , t h e ID a nl~ fa C t __ U !:" e 0 f W hi C h 

varied accordinG to their intended I use. Huntin~ or 

fighting spears had a single point where a fishina spear 

would have four pron~s. They were made from either n 

hardwood, preferably ironbark or from the stem of the 
II 

grass tree (Xanthorrea hastilis or X. arborea). The 
ironbark spear would be soaked in wate~ for thre e or 

f o u r we e ks a n d then t he t i p w o u 1 d b e h a r d en e cl 1 n t h c 

f i re o r e 1 s e a t i p w o u 1 d b c f i x c cl m n cl c f r o I!\ s t o n a , 

·~ carved wooden barbs or shaped bone from animalG or fisl1. 

The f 1 sh i n g s pea r ; a c o n s t r n c t i o n i s <1 e s c r i b e cl i n d e t n i 1 

by Scott. 

"The fish spear was made in three distinct pnrts . Tlte 
main shaft was the dried stem of the gigantic lily 
(pooloongearn), and into thi!> w1~ fi tted n second 
portion, a part of the dried flowe r stem of the p,rn:~r> 
tree (purnmirri) . The head was of four prongs mndc of 
ironbark and hardened l>y fire ••••• When the prong~ 
were properly fashioned a ntl barbell, the hcn<l would !Jc 
fitted to the shaft with fibre cord and n11r.1 fro111 tltc 
grass tree. " 13 

The length C?f these hunting or war spears rnn 3cd from 

2.4 - 3.4 metres (8-11 feet). 1
i. 

The axe heads '"ere made from pieces of roe!;: which 

had been broken down to ' sizc and fashioned into shape 

by constant rubbing n gains t n not her r o c I~ • W Ji c 11 th c 

desired shnpe was attained, fibre st r in3 01Hl ~ u1.1 Here 
IS 

used to secure the hea<l to its wooden ha ndle. 

Boomerangs, of which there were two typ es 11.'J~cl by 

the Worimi, were made from wild ~yrt l e wood . Ono style 

had a s light curve for use in huntin3 while the other 
16 

wa s more sharply curved and would return t o th e t11rower. 
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Both were ch ipped and shnved with stone ir1pl~111ents and 

finished off with shell sc rap ers . As v ith nll w r.~ n pons, 

they Here hardened in the fire .
11 

The diat of the Worimi included plenty of Aeafood 

~s is witnessed by 

fish these blncks 
"'a of the diet. ••• 

Scott. "What huge qunntiti cn of 

could eat! . They never seemed to tir e 

The canoe s they made for fishin~ 

were constructed from a single sheet of ba r !; f ro1·1 a 

stringy-bark tree. This was then passed over a f ire 

which would help in the shaping of it. Vine~ or f i bre 

strins made by the women would sec ure the ends 1"1 ld.ch 

would then be packed with clay to render them wa tertisht!q 

These canoes would carry a fire on board bui lt 11po n 

a mound of clay nt the stern. Scott can never r e member 

anyo ne sett ing out without a fire burning_ao The fire 

was there to cook the catch on the spot. 

The women too had their roles to play in the 

manufacture of items necessary in daily life. Fishin g 

lines and string for binding tools and wenpons n11cl 

making dilly-bags were the sole responsibil i ty o[ the 

Worimi women. The inner bark of the kurrajon3 t ree 

was soaked and scraped to leav e a white f lax-li !:r~ f ibre 

and this was rolled between the palm and thi g h to form 

the string. Hot ashes Here applied to the .·tlii fi h r. k in 

to hard en it for this t ask . 
.11 

Di l l y - bag s o f var i o U•S s i z a s "'e r e wove n b y t: h c 

women to carry articles.~hilst they were on th e mov e . 

Some were large enouch to carry a child. 

Fish hoo ks were marlc fror.i oy~ter or pe(\rl ~ ll e ll, 

rock oyster, turban shell, the lnrge enrshell, 1:11 111 

o y s t e r o r p i p i. A h o 1 e 1·10 u l cl b a p l1 n c h e <l i n t h Q. 13 It c 11 

and filed to the desired crescent shnpc and th r. n n 

vertical break in the s hell would be nncle to pr o rl11cc 

the form e cl hook • Pieces o £ £inc s ti !1 rl !·Hone , :::: h n l e or 
:i.a 

quartzite were used for the filin g proc e ss . 
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0 n e o f the co n ta i n e rs m n d e u y t h e \fo r i 111 i Ha s ca no e -

shaped and it was forme~ from the hark of the ten-tree. 

I t was u s e d f o r c o 11 e c t i n g r o o t s , Ii o n e y c om b n n rt o t h e r 

types of food • 
. :u 

vessels." 

" They were nlso 11.so1l ::is rlrinkin·~ 

Po r t S t e p he n s w a s n h u n cl a n t w i t h f o o d s u pp 1 i e ~; f o r 

the Worimi providing kannaroos; e1nus , wn llabie s , 9 n:il~es, 

kangaroo rat~, opossums nncl other small animals . Seaf oocl 

was also plentiful and fishinG \·10s the main re npo nsibility 

o f the w om e n a l t ho u g h t h e me rt j o i n ell i n "he n t h '.! n r ea t 
:llj. 

runs of mullet occurred. llrs . Marr rclntcrl to life in 1 362 : 

"When I was o young girl , I us ed to co out to the Port 
Stephens Heads and wotch while my mother diverl for 
lobsters. The water is very deep nnd there were a lot 
of sh:irks about; so I used to 13ive her the sicn;il 1.' IJG11 

I saw any come along. She would di vc to the bot tQ!:l 
nnd come up with ttto lobsters in enc It hand [sic], l ny 
them on the bank; and after a spell go down ncain. 
Mother and my aunts used to co out in bark canoe~ to 
a place called Brounhton I s lands, which is outsiclc 
the hends and speor fish. This is a very common 1my 
of fishing among nntive women . They cauaht tailor fiRh 
with a hook nnd no bait . They tierl the !took on n 
stick, and, throwinn it in, hooked them.'' as 

Thnt description shows a difference between t he troditionAl 

gat herin e role of the Aboriginal women of other tribes 

to the women of the Worimi who also carried out th~ 

gathering of roots, fruits, yoms , berries and s hellfish 
~' from the water's edge. It seems to be such o n rcat 

work load f6r them. 

The men, of course Iooked after the huntin ~ of 

animals, espec:il"lly the··kan ga roo which, almost e xtinct 

around Port Stephe ns these days, wns found in 3rcnt 
:i1 

numbers in the mid-lOOO's. "These marsupial::; ran in 

l arge mobs easily driven by the nimble natives to a 

po:J.,nt where t.,raiting groups could spear thern witlt ease. 

It was n very simple procens for th e tribe to ki ll 
~8 

a 11 t h e Y n e e d e d • " Be cause S c o t t 1 i v e rl w i t h t II P p e o p 1 e 

he called "The Port Stephens fllncks'', that lnst 

sentence verifies the i\borinin es ' attitude t o t l1a s upply 
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of flora and fauna used for foorl. They would t nke only 

what was needed to feed their group. C"' • ...icot t r,oP.s on to 

relate what occurred after a successful hunt: 

"It was no pleasant sip,ht to witness the hnnquet thnt 
invariably followed a kongnroo hunt. The rnen, exultant 
over the result of their prowess anrl urgarl by that 
extraordinary instinct that seems to impel an Ahori~innl [si c] 
to feed 1·1hen nnd where he cant would i m:ncdintely proceed 
to make a fire. Whatever number of animals were 
required for the feast would he selected and opene~. 
Before t asting the flesh there were other parts thnt 
furnished rare delicacies to the primiti ve huntsrnen. 
The paunch would be rippe1i open and its contents o[ 
unrligested grass devourer\ with the 8rcntcst rcliol1. 
If it ch:J.nced that the mars upial wns info::>tc<l lrith 
the lone white worms commonly f ounil i n bush anir:inl."1 , 
these repulsive parasites would he swnllowed with 
rare r,usto as the greatest delicacy of all ." ~q 

After these treats were enjoye<l, the c arcnns 11011l<l 

be thrown into the fire and left to coo k . The odours 

of the roasting meat woul<l sometimes hP. too r.rnc l1 for 

those wntchina and they wo11lrl tuck-in h~ fore t'11: hcn:-;t 

was proper 1 y cook e cl • They Gp p n re n t l y I uHl r c 1rn r '~ n h 1 c 
30 appetites. Sokoloff agree~ witli Sr:ott <'lS f:ir :1 ~~ 

a pp e t i t es a r e con c er n e rl b u t h e a rl cl s t h ri t t he buH: n r o o 

he a d s a n ct e n tr a i 1 s were h a l f -d o n e i n t h e f i r a , d i. v i rl e cl 
:a1 

up and eaten as a sort of entree. As with oth r. r tr ibes, 

carcasses to be carr ied back to camp would be ~tiffoned 

in the fire for ease of carrying. 

All of the flesh foods were eaten after bein n 

roasted in the fire, even oysters. So too were some 

o f t h e t u b e rs an d the s t a'l ks o f th e C i g a n t i c Li 1 y t th e 
3'

latter having tobe soak~d first to remove the toxins. 

Fruit which was stil l green Has treated in the same 

way while ripe fruit and insect larvae was eaten raw. 

The Wor imi shared a sweet tooth and had a ye n 

for honey • As Mrs • f1 arr <le s c r i bes : 

"We went sometimes to search for honey. The men wottlcl 
climb up the tree by cuttin8 s teps in it 11ith nn nx~ . 
and limb [sic] it and smol:e the bees out, nnd take 
the honey ·away in tins, or in bark canoe~ , Hhich 110. r n 
made of o sheet of bark, tie'l each end. These canoes 
hold the honey quite well." n 
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Fro~ the previous descriptions of the manufncture 

of weapons, canoes and the preparation of fo od , it cnn 

be seen that the fire was the most important . tool of 
' 

the Worirui. They used it for heat anrl light, wnrmth , 

manufacture of weapons and utensils but perhaps n l most 

as importantly, they used f i re to control their 

environment. Sokoloff states,, 

"there is evidence that tho vegetation structure in tlte 
Hunter Valley, as with other parts of Australia, had 
been modif i ed before the a<lvent of European settleme nt 
in ways ~hich favoured 3razinc by kangaroos and wallnhies. 
This was partly the result of <lelibera tn burning of 
the natural vecetation •••• for pasture i mprovement or 
hunting." ,,.. 

Plants are affected by fire in different ways - most 

of the trees and shrubs with goon ro o t syster.1s Ho11lcl 

survive and regenerate. Some plants would he stimulated 

to release their fruit sooner than nor mal whil e th e 

grass trees were prompted to send 11p their f lo11 e rin~ 

stems which the Wori~i used for rnat e rinl purpon es no 

already described. The 3rn::;ses recoverer.! qttic~~ly 

after a burning-off. prP-scnting younn a11cculcnt ;,!too t s 

to tempt the marsupials, kangaroos included, an d this 

i n tu r n p r e s en t e d t he W o r i m i \Ii t h o c o n t i nu i n 0 f: o o rl 

supply. Th i s practice of settinc fire to th e V0. ~ P.tatio n 

for the purpose of cont r o 11 in g p 1 o n t c r ow th n n 11 Eo r 

th e ma i n t e nan c e o f fa v o u r a b l e c o n rU. t i o n s t o e n ~~ 11 r c t he 

availability of a constant food supply has been termed, 

most aptly, fire-stick farminG.
35 

The making of fires'was carri ed out in th e followin c 

manner: 

"The fire-maker woulrl squat himself on the ground , the 
soles of his feet on the larger length of wood to ho lil 
it firm, the thinner section between the palms of Iii:-; 
hands, its tapered poi nt on the exposed pith of the 
under piece. Rubbing the palms toaether he woul<l c:rnse 
the upright stick he held to revolve rapidly, tho point 
gradually boring its way throug~ the pith beneath. 
When nearly throush, smoke would begin to rise, wltere11pon 
the efforts of the operator would be re-doubled. 
~1irling the s ticks with amazing ~peerl , its hardennd 
point would emerge from the pith, spilling a fiery 
dus t that dropped on a little heo.p of soft, fine h:1r!( 
placed to catch it. The sparks would he gently bl'11 !rl 

upon until a flame appea red, when therr.att~!:" i . . 
no t rouble to build up a roarin~ f i r o ." 3 == 
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Naturally, they a voided as much as possible the necessity 

of going through this process. "Once a fire won made it 

was kept burning as lone as could be contri~e<l, and even 

in t heir bark canoes they maintained a small fir e on a 

mould of clay so that cooki ng operations could be begun 

ashore whene ver necessary. 1131 When moving fro; one 

l o cat i o n t o a no t her , f i re - s t i ck s ( o r b r a n d s ) w.~ r e ca r r i e cl .. 
and carefully kept alight so that caulpfires co.11ld be lit 

I 

a t their . new .campsite. The number of fires at n campsite 

varied as the seasons changed and the followin n description 

of an Aboriginal camp at Port Stephens at ni c ltt in 1826 

must surely have been made in winter. "You are encompassed 

by twenty or thirty fires, each of which is attended by 

four or more Natives , according to the number of the 
u 

family." Sokoloff verifies this when he stn t cs , ''in 

colder weather fires were us ed for warmth, especially in 
3q 

the inland areas, when the nativ es s le pt besi d e tl1eir fi res . " 

The construction of the Worimi's s helters obviously 

d e p e n d e d u p o n the we a t h e r as ,., c 11 • 'f ha y ho v e b e '!? n 

reported as being mode out of 11 
•••• n f~w sheets of bnr k 

placed alongs ide a conven ie nt l ac, or hu s hes plnc e <l 
~o 

alo ngside s ome forest gia nt.'' Scott describes them as 
11 a few sheets of bark, l ea ninp, on a pole anuin s t a tree, 

[ ] h II ltl served h 1 s sic as s e 1 t er . . . w hi 1 e in Sir l~ rl w n r cl 

Pa r r y ' s d i or y we f i n d 11 
• • • • t h c i r h 11 t s h e i n G f o r m c rl o f 

... 2. 
two pieces of bark placed upright ngninst ench ot her." 

The most complex style is descr i bed by Dawson of th e 

Australian Agricultur a l Company, 

" • • • • a small hut which '.are [ s ic] i:;11ppor t e cl by thr~n forked 
sticks, about three feet lon~ , brounht to:Je ther nt: tlie 
top in a triangular form: the t wo sides toward~ t:l1r;i Hind 
are covered by long sheets of bark , the third i s ol\'/oys 
open. In winter each family has its own fire in Ero11t 
of the hut. When the wind s hifts, the gunyer is !1liiftc<l 
also •••• In dry summer \vea ther they clo not feel i.t necessary 
to provide themselves with any shelter nt all." i..l 
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The social organization of the Wo rim i , in corn~on 

with other tribal groups of Australian Abori 5ines, 

lived under a system .which had a spir itua l as Nt:'!ll as 

social s ignific an cel ihe rules an d trnditions of which 

enabled them to live in harmon y wi th their env i ronment.i.i. 

There was no leader of the tribe as such, the power ond 

·dec ision being share d amon g· a number of the tribe ' s 

oldest and wisest men . They held th~ respon s ibil i ty of 

preserving the rules, rituals a nd mythology o f the 

Worimi .~ 5 Th~ fa mily unit was of utmost importa nce 

within the tribe and mono3amy was the rule. "Once a 

couple became man and wife they were sinaularly faithful 
"i. 6 to each other.... These matrimonial unions to o k 

several forms, on one hand there was the neootinted 

settlement bet~ee n the elders of different nurr nn or 

t riba l Broups, when a brid e would be promise <l to a 

pa r ticular male. On some occasi ons th e brirle would be 

a f mere child.~7 
On the other hand, th e stealine of a 

bride would take place and should the female r ::> is e 

objection, she would be silenced by " a seve re blow on 
i. & 

the head with hi s waddy while he is car ry inn her off ." 
i.q 

"The elopement of a pair of lovers" als o to ol~ plac e 

but the reference to it by Garland and Wh eeler stops 

short o f an explanati on. 

Before a male could ta ke a wife he wou ld lt~ v c had 

to un dergo .an init iat ion ceremony to prove his 1:1n nhootl. 

This ceremony int roduced hi m to th e secret lif e and the 

mythology of sacred ri te;S a nd objec ts and gave him his 

1 !5'0 "fl p ace in society and n a~ure . '11e r e are variou s 

descriptions of such cere:no nies but the y al l ar:Tcc that 

for the init ia te, it wa s a period of l earninn anrl s e vere 

ha rd sh 1 p • Th e i n i t i a t i o n c e r em o n y \-IQ s a me n o n 1 y a f fa i r , 

the women beins forbidden to wa t ch nny of the proceedinss!' 

Another ceremony held hy th e Ho rimi Has th e corrohoree 

in which the \·/O men pa rticipat ed . There would J!c s in ning . 

dancing, orna te l y painted bo<lie.s, percu s sion s0nnds a nd 

e :v en th e traditiona l sustai ned monotones. The t11emes for 
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these events of celebration would be linked to recent 

or historic incidents, sometimes to nive thnnks for 

abundant food suppli~s such as the mullet run or a 
sa 

fruitful kangaroo hunt. 

This was the lifestyl e of the Worimi before the 

.coming of the European sett lers. Their first recorded 
I , 

meeting was the arrival of five escaped convict~ from 

Sydney. It is interestinn to note that the fo11r survivinn 

convicts, in 1795, when Captain Robert Broughton took 

them back into custody, reported, " in high terr.13 of the 

pacific disposition and gentle manners of the nntives."
53 

The cednr-getters were the next to move into th e Wo rimi 

lands. After exhausting the suppliC!S 'of ccdF.tr nroun1l 

Sydney, the Hawkesb u ry River and the Hunter Ri.vcr, they 

gained permission to begin cutting at Port Stephens in 

1821.5~ The cedar-getter s were men of violence a n<l 

murdered the Worimi when they could. This is illustrated 

by the conversation of one of them who, when polnted out 

as having killed ten Aborigines, said "he woultl kill them 
SS' 

whenever he could." 

The next European invasion began in 1826 when the 

Australian Agricultural Company took a 1,000,000 acre 

grant which encompassed most of the Woriilti's tribal 
59 

grounds. It must be emphasised that two persons of the 

company were most sympathetic towards the Ahor i3ines ' 

plight. Th~y were Robert Dawson, chief agent of the 
n company who took a humane approach towards them a nd . 

Henry Dangar the surveyor, who "was shaken by the news 

of the massacre on his Myall Creek station of n peacef ul 
• tribe of Aborigines" in June of 1833. Rightly or wrongly, 

these two people helped to introduc~ the Worimi to 

1 ab our i n th e Eu r o pea n f as h i o n • IJi th t h e i n t r o d 11 c t i o n 

of sheep and cattle to the Worimi lands, their natural 

habitat had been so disturb ed that they drif tcd into 

the white camps anyway for handouts. After 1840, the 
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Australian Agricul tµral Company "used Aboriain es as 

stockmen, sailors. oarsmen, constables, ni 13h t11atchmen, 
Stl 

domestics and prostit'utes." The latter group ,.,e re 

not listed as employees but the company ensure~ that 

adequate compenoation was paid to their tribal husbnnds.51\ 

This arrangement apparently suited both races. 

Not all of the company's employees s~owed tho some 

benevolent attitude towards the Aborigines. In Sir 

Edward Parry's <liary of th e 20th of April, 1830 he 

wrote, "understanding that it has been the practice, 

especially at Stroud, to !lend the blacks out wit h nuns 

for garne on Sundays, I gave the order to <lisconti11ue 

this pract i ce." He emphasised his disgust of s1.1c!J 
bO 

occurrences. 

The drifting of the tribe to1Hlrds the Euro!)aan 

settlements exposed them to the white r1nn 's tli ~ 0nses 

such as influenza, whoopin g cough, sma llpox nn1l the 

inevitable venereal diseases. "The role of Europ~nn 

diseases, particularly smallpox and venereal din c oses , 
t.I 

had a critical effect on th8 Abo rigina l population. 11 

Dawson commented in 1830 th a t, "catarrhs anrl th e 

consequences which frequently follow the ne 3lec t of 

them - such a inflammation of the lungs and plr.11rn, 

and bi 1 i o us co 1 i cs , which frequent 1 y carry th e 1:1 off • " ':l 

History has again sealed the fate of the Aborigines 

as it did to many, many tribes throuBhout Australi a . 

Perhaps an apt conclusio~ to this essay is a pa ssage 

from a local newspaper which states. , 

11He hove not only taken possession of the lands of the 
aboriginal [sic] tribes of this colony, and driven them 
from their territories, but we have also Rept up 
unrelenting hostility towards them, as if they were not 
not worthy of being classed with human beings, but ~imply 
regarded as inferior to some of the lower animals of 
creation .•. 
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They are also industrious on<l have completely shnken off 
the indolent habits, in \·1hich they were wont to· inrlulge 
in their uncivilised days ••• 
In New South Wales scarcely anything hns ever been done 
to ameliorate the condition of t he aborigines [sic]. 
They are left in their primeval wretchedness, neither 
the Government nor the people cori ng for them. Once a 
year they are scantily supplied with blanke ts and no~ne 
thinks more about them ••• 
We believe this matter has never been brought bcf ore 
Parliament, but we ore decidedly of the opini on it 011:::ht 
to have been; nay, we affirm that the Government i .s 
imperatively called upon to do something for the Aborigines [sic] 
We also maintain that t he public. but more especiolly t he 
Christian conununity, are cnllecl upon to airl the 0 :::111.>lc sons 
of the soil" f rom the state- of dcgradnti on into which they 
have been permitted to sin!-:." 63 

That came from the editorial of the "Newcastl e Chronicl e" 

dated Thursd3y, No vembe r 13 , 1869 ond it is a ~hnme 

that the sen tim e nts contained therei n we re no t implemente~ 

sooner throu gho ut Australia . 
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