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My name 1s Gloria Hig~inbottom , the date is the e1 e-ventb 

of August , 1989 and I am about to interview Mr . Colin 

Johnston of Johnston ' s shoe store , Maitland . 

Question : Mr, Johnston just a few questi ons bo begin with, 

' ah ' would you l i ke to tell me when and where you were born? 

An~ : Well1 it was on the seventh of June , 1917. at my parents 

home in ' Runerstone ' Stuart Strt?et , Lom, Maitla.nd . 

Question: Ah , where we r e your narents and grandnarents born? 

Answer: Well , my father was born in Maitland , and he died 

in Maitl and} and no doubt 1 111 do t ~e aa.ne thing . My mother 

was born tn Hi nton, and she died in Ma.itland . My father ' s 

parents ; his father was born in scone , and his mother was 

born in Maitland . 
I My mothers parents , her fa ther was born in 

Ireland . He came O\.lt here with a family of thirteen and he 

was the youngest and the only boy . If I can i nterpolate a 

litt le stoLy here that, back i n Ireland they seid, sunposed to 

have said to his parents when he was t•orn , which one of his 

sister ' s does he look l ike, and they said we aon ' t know we 

ha.vn. ' t looked a t hi s face yet(laughter) but ' ah ' an then my, 

his wife was also born in Hinton and they come in here settled 

in Hinton , and t ',ey were farmers down there a t ' Rosemount '. 

(intPrjec tion Oh , that's lovely). 

~est ion : lfould you 1 i ke to tel 1 .ne a little bit about your 

childhood memories , and where you went to school? 

Answer: Well I ' ve go t lots of childhood memories, perhaos 

I can go back to before I went to s chool. I was one of the , 

not in the initial stages of Nillo schooJ , but my father had 

a lot to do with the establishment of Ni llo school an infants 
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school in Lorn , only firRt and se cond cla.i=:s be=:ore you 

we~t on to ~rimfry . Pe wa~ the chair~an of t he lorn 

Proarers association who were resnonsible for the eAtriblisment 

of thE-.t school in lorn, and a few ,years fll""O they celebrated 

their sixtieth annivers£>ry . Wel J I think I was in the 

se cond or third clr~R to FtO there. -nut I do remember a bi t 

earlier thaJ1 thifi p:oinv; round to Lorn oerk and \'/~tch.ing my 

father nley cricket . He brou~ht a counle of teams un here 

from an old scho0l friend of his who wes a very femous 

Atrntralian cricketeer na.Med Charlie 'V' cAr t !ley , Mz i tlend b0rn 

a.no A.cknowlea P-ed a s be ine- one of t he arPatef't cricke t ee r ' s 

Australia hes ever nroduced , and I can remember very well 

indeed, being in 1922 it was , as a matter of fact , wPtching 

them nlay at Lorn nark and I ' ve been an avid follower of all 

snorts thElt were nlayed i n Lorn nark ever since . In fact 

my ~other , she used to worry about me . People wou~d say to 

her, has Colin ~ot a girlfriend ' oh ' she said, h.im, t is was 

whe~ I , as I say she wes startin~ Lo worry about me, she sata 

Coli.n ' s l!Oina to marry Lorn 1c-rk , that ' s whohe'11 marry.(TA.UP'hter) 

I "lever quite got around to that ; instead of t l1a t I married 

Maisie June Card , who ' se now carryin~ the basket into the 

bedro 11m(laup:bter) in 1951. 
) 

Q.ue~tion : Um, and d id you go to school at Mai t land Poys Hi11h 

School? 

Answ~r : Yes , t wo yeacs at ~·illo , and then went to l\'aitlcind 

nrirnary school, went throu~h the various third, fourth, fi fth, 

sixth class . I 1 ve go t some great memorieA of t r1a t, Fame of 

t he teachers that were t '1ere , some wonderful teachers , 

es~eciaJly a cha; named Pat Cunningham . I coonec olenty of 

cane from :.>et in fourth cle.Rs , but he waf.i one of the p.;rea t est 
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men thr:i t 1 ' ve ever known . I never ever worried anout 

q;ettin~ the cane from him what ever I got it for I deserved . 

Rut I do re rue1bcr one thing about him , he had left the Achool, 

for another $chool , He ceme back lat e r as headmaflter of the 

nri m.ary s choql at f ast t>."ai tland , he died f13 r too youngi and 

I becane du.x of MeJtland Jrimary school , of the s;rirls and 

the boys, and Pat Cunningham wrote rn e a letter of conP'ratula tion 

and he a l eo put in an annual report which I ' ve st i ll F-ot, 

shows a ~ood snirit in sport . (Tepe ~2s s to ~ ed for a moment . ) 

Questi on : I believe you mentionAd earli er that you went 

to school with a chary that had been awarded e Rhodes 

scholars'1.i n , 'falter Hu1Thes? 

AnE-iwer: YeR , yes, Walter Hughes and I s t arted i n MP. itle.nd 

Hirrh School in firBt term of 1929 ; we were in the AB~e class 

we ' ve been , al though no t clo?ely al=lsnci F> ted , be cauRe he ' s sn~rit 

most of his life , most of his workine; l i fe anyway in 

MA ryborou.rrh 1n ~uee1sJ cind , but hP- was, hf' ' s e rf'mr:- rka le man 

he becar•1e e Rhoa es schole.r. We kids st s chool we ti 'rned him 

to be a 'R ' odes scholer when he was i n second year because 

he was so 1rill iant acad e. 1ical l y . We had about five f'el 1 Rrs 

there , T \·1on 1 t ncntion t heir names , but they al, thor·ouP"hly 

nese'l"ved to he duY of IY'!aitland hiP.:h school in the ve.rioUR 

yf'ars ae well , hut Hur>"hes always befl t t 11am, yet .. , ou never 

sa1'/ h im readin~ a hook , he just knew it , and he could , he woe 

a gr0 at cricketeer , RTeat footba ler , ~reat snort~Man of all 

norts and he thorouqhly deserve rl his Rhodes schol?,rshin , 

Ttecently , it may he of i nterest t o you they 12de hir.i, on~y a 

cou~le of months ~Ro at a , what ao the , c~ ll that ceremony? 

Tflhe 8 n-rrdue.tion ceremony rt ~·ewcastle , they co"lf'err.ed unon 

hiM ::rn hono~rary degree , a t.ono~rary doctor· te in e11pineeril1g 
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and he was abso 1 utley thrilled , because he was originally 

B NPwcastle boy ; he travelled to Maitland every day to po 

to school, and he was absolutely thrilled about havin,g this 

latest honour thru~t u~on him. 

~estion : Um , woul d you Jike to tell me what Maitland was 

like? I believe there we re trams . 

Answer: Oh, yes there were trams alright. I remember riding 

on them , when I was ~oing to pri mary school , but t ~ ey nrobably 

in mid 1920 1 s that they ceased oneretion, being rep _aced by 

buses , but i n thos e days of course there were .. Maitland 

itself , which used to be known as We•t Maitlend and East 

Maitlan~ . East Maitland was the town, that was the government 

town, but West Maitlancl grew up willy nilly . The cedar 

petters , this is the story that , as I unoerstand and its 

sounds lo s.sical to me, would camp on the river lank at West 

Maitland and theyd ta.ke their load of cedar lof"S the ne.Yt 

day down to Morneth . They would unload there , collect their 

own su"Opl ies for the next f Pw months and come back , and t-t) 

Ac:- ve making a new ca1:1p , they would se t up in the one t r ey'd 

lef't the night before in the banks of the Hunter river in 

West Maitland, and t hen the famous , nrobably with a que s t ion 

mark , or notorbus if you like , Moll y ~organ started her 

busi1ess th~re and the town began to flourish and High street , 

as i s to-day , with the possnble excepti >n of the addition of 

the mall in November 17th 1988 , was just a bullock track, and 

it ' s still a bullock track, but East Maitland did not develop 

commercially until the las t few years with Lawes street p.;oing 

ahead and with the Green Hills shou 1 )ing complex , but a t the 

name time it' s been accompanied by a huge growth i n population , 
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and I don ' t t-1ink 1 ' m mistaken in sayinP-: thc:it ;r.· itlsnd is 

now the fifth b i ..... p;est city in T. J . ltl . and I don ' t think thaTs 

a fa C't thal1 s lei-1m·rn or a rmreciP ted by too :nany neo n1 e, cause 

we ' re to close to Ne 1,1ca' tle , we ' re dorninfited by them and 

in f? ct if ' s probably even fair to say i r1 the not too 

c'liAtant future it will be a sattelit c suburb of NPwcastle , 

but I ' 11 tell you what , it wi 11 be a tJretty stronp- and 

distinPUished suburb if that hapnens . Fut my earlie~t 

recollections of these Metters , theI·e 1vere full tilown 

municinalities in East lraitland , Wes t Maitland n.:.1d Morneth . 

They all hcd their own mayor's and local "'Overnment set u"1s . 

rhere was Bolw~rra shire council 8nd t here was ewer Hunter 

shire . Well a t lr~ t j ust a.f' t e:>r the WaI' they amal1n=1mated the 

l ot and thr-1t wafl one of the nes t moves thE1t ' s ever been na.de 

in the district, beceuc;e there nulling together now as 

Meitlend in~tead of oeing , we1J, f euding suburbs so to speak . 

guestion : And your famil y start ed a business , I believe over 

a hundred years ago , did they? 

Answer: Ye8 , my gr andfather and grondmother , a perently they 

had been i n businesB i n Tamworth and :flouned , they ' d been in 

business in Newtown because their t wo eldes t sons were bor n 

there , and then thi:=iy decided to come t o Mrii tland i n 1885 to 

se t u1 a shoe store . Well thrt wor ked, and we ' re still there 

which we ' re very ~roud a~d pleased about . Ah , the story is 

th<) t my grandmother, al thouP-:h my fathe r was the youn~est and 

he was born i n that same ye er , 1885 , ah , she had t o r ? i se t he 

thr ee boys , they lived over the ton of the sho~ , and then to 

sunnlement the farnllj.cs lnco11e , 1riy r:randfather became 

represent~tive on the road , go i ng travelling throu~hout the 

country of N. S. W as a renresentative for McMurtries , they were 
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the largeRt retail , ah , manufacturer ' s and ·/holesalers of' 

f otwear in the Ftr.te, and thEtt of courne , was to suoulement 

t '1e family income, so it ' s my grandmother in the family 

that always been given CI·edi t of having established the 

reto.i 1 business of Johns tons i n HiJTh Street , Mai tl~..nd , She 

was supnosed to have been the business women . 

Com~ent: women ~ower once more, you see. 

Mr . Johnston: Women uower , yes even then in those days. 

Questi :m: £hey ' ve been four ,ge'1.erations tt ere, now have th~ re? 

Answer: That ' e true, we ' re in the fourth generation no 1• • 

Queotio~ : I believe you've been an ~lderm?n on the city council? 

Answer: ~· 1el1 ' yes , 1 always had a a e~i ('9 to ;ro i.nto local 

~overnment and my fe Lher always used to tel1 ·1e no, you 

can 't inix loca1 t-tovern~1ent and be in busi1ess ct the FJame time . 

In f · ct I was armroached several ti er: ·)rior to standinfl 

A.nd hecauAe of my fathers wishes , well I always said no 

I w~n ' ~ -t2nd , but now I very much reEret it , because my 

c2reer in l ocal POVPrn~ent was o~etty l a te in life, and I 

think I s nent eight years there and i enjoyed it very much 

indeed , and I can say in tho s e eight years that I never had 

exryerienced any of the troub les tha t my father mi~ht hnve 

e ~ected , you Know , nhone calls i n the middle of t 1e night 

to fix a ~ot hole or somethl~g like tha t . I think I could 

couLt t he number of phone calls I had on one hand , so that 

there was n 1t trouble from t he t no int of view . So in that 

resoect, a1 tho 1 R:h 1-i.e was a Jrreat man , my father , was 

~en0rally ri~ht I think he weP wrong in this one . 

CoriMent : 

Que~.!!_!. 

Answer: 

'¥ell you •iroved him wro ng . 

I he1ieve you have been awci rded an M. B. E . ? 

Yes, I was lucky enough to do that , an honoured 
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enough to receive it back in 1977 . It was given to me 

because I'd been a lon~ time ad~inistrator and nlayer in 

cricket and I ' d been in all sorts, a.part from loval government, 

all sorts of co mmunity efforts , fo r instance, in 1949 I 

hapuened to be the nresinent of rotary when the big flood of 

thRt year occurred a.nd I offered my rotary services to the 

town clerk Mr. Stan Dunkley who was in my humble oninion 

the beF1t town clerk we ever had, and I did the job then and 

then when the really big flood came in 1955 , well I simnl y 

took over as treasurer, then again and of course there have 

been many other lesser ones . 

QJ!estion: 11hese flood were the ones t b.a t initndated all the 

shon~ing centre of Maitland weren ' t they? 

Answer: Not all of it. I well remember I still lived in Lorn, 

after we got married, we ' were marri ed in 1951 as I think I 

might have said , we lived in Lorn, we were there for !our 

years, 1he family was starting t o increa~e , we on1y had a 

two bedroom very nicle little place but only two bedrooms and 

ah ' we just couldn ' t get over the bridge, the Belmore bridrre 

into 11gh street and I lived , my wife Maisie she came out , 

she was nregnant with David , son David at the time , She went 

to oton with friends at Bol w&rra and I stonped at home, in 

the place where I was born, in the nara1l el strPet to where 

we lived , and in our house we manarred to get ?alf an inch of 

water but A till the same dama.2."e and trou.ole caused as if you 1 d 

had six fePt , and I stoonea with my narents , who also had 

another friends of thel r ston ling with them and you could see •... 

I k~ew where our s~on was in relation to their place , and I 

thought , oh well , she ' s flooded got t o be six feet of water , 
in there , so you can imagi ne my Aurnrise and joy when the firPt 

time you could get a.cr oss to Maitland , was it wasn 1 t flooded 



at all . It turns out we ' re on nretty well the ~ighest spot 

on high street(good heavens) . Although if you drive alon~ 

High street you think its ~erfectly flat , but if you stand 

outside the front of our shop there now, you can look to the 

west and you can see there's a good six feet f a.11 , which is 

very strr9rising(very) and there wa< the approximate l y the, a 

triangle , I used to call it the flood fr ee triangl e, which was 

f r om say , Church street to Bourke street , along Hi~h street 

and down to about where Penders used to be, t 1a t was flood 

free, so then and I can remember another little incident t hat 

might be of interest . I drove over that day , and when I found 

everythinP-' was right as far as we were concerned, well I he- a 

a movie camera and just went round t aking shots of various 

s pots that mi ght'·have been of i nterest , but when 1 went to go 

home, drive home, they wouldn't l et you drive across the 

Pe1more bridge , there had been a sudden rise in the river 

and it had nrevent ed tra ffic ~oing across it . so I wal ked 

home . Well it took two or three days before the river went 

down again and I could get back , In the meant i me they ' d 

started dropuing food parcels on t his flood free area of 

Hi~h street and they were dropping right in fron~of our shop , 

where J i d uarked my car , and of course there were hundrP.d s and 

and hundreds of other cars there , taken the o ~portunity of 

parki ng there and I thought oh, gosh , one of theAe oarcel s 

has to ~o throURh the roof of the car, but I don ' t know what 

hanpened from t hat day to this , but I ' ll always be grateful to 

them and I 'm sUI'e t housands of, or hundrPds of other car owners 

w'10 were par ked there would also be grateful that the people 

t nt were livi ng in Hip;h s treet , and there were hundreds of 

people in the ur}~tairs of the various buildinirn ' the hotels 
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and AO Oil, had li Ved therethrouahout the flood , End they 1 d 

pot to~ether with st> o~ eight peonle, thi s is what I 

im2pine anY\'1ay, , and lifted P.Very one of t hose ca.rs onto 

t1e footnath under the shoo awninas , so I just, exnecting 

the wor('.ot I agFtl n p:ot n very nleasnn t su.r-oriFle ~nd juRt 

simnly drove over the gutter and came home . 

Question : :?eon e of tllFitl?nd are like thi:-t thow;rh :-ren ' t they? 

AncwPr: - - Well , I don ':t know . I sunuose they would do 

it everywhere, hu t I've often thoup'ht the re must h2ve he en 

a leader , somehody sc-id come on , let ' s nick these cars un 

c.nd they were ju~t nicked u..n, but ! 've never ]<-.,own who it 

was . (Comment , th~t'R intPrerting) 

Q._uestion: And juP.t goi ng hack a littl"', you've been a 

sporLi ng man , I belir>ve you ' v had ai.1 i te a lot to co with 

cricket? 

Answer: Oh , yes, well I menti oned earlier a't Lor11 Turk 

they nl2yed rugby union anc'l cricket at Lorn nark , so all 

the lorn kid "-I usPd to go ro ind to Lorn ·'e.rk and t iey oleyi:>o c 

cricket and rugby union . I 've often thou~ht Lhat if t~PY 

nlayed tiddlewink find draughts at Lorn oark , wel, , t~rnn I'd 

have 'heen ~ tid r1l~wj nk and draughts nlayer , but they \1•ere 

'<Cod enought to call the !'Javil lion , after me , the new 

pavillion there e few years afo , the Colin ,Johnston '10.vi 1lion 

for which I war very honoured . 



T~.PED INTERVIEW 

with 

MR . cor,nr JOHNSTON , 11th AuguBt , 1989 . 

Mr . Colin .Tohnston is the head of a fa.roily business the t 

ha8 been in oneration tn High Street , Mait1and s i nce 1885 

' .Tobnstons shoe store . The family, r'lr . John~ton says have 

always given the credit of the malntaininF of the first 

s t ore to 111-s grPndmother , Sarah Johnston who manap;ed the 

business ... while her husband travel led throurhout Tlfow 

South \'!ales as a relJresentative for a leadinp_; shoe 

wholesaler , ~cMurtries . 

Mr . ,Johnston was horn at home i n ' RupercitonB ' Lorn , a 

suburb of Mai tle.nd . rre ha.s snent all his life in 

Mflitland and has many fond memories of hi8 schooldr-'lys 

which beaan at an infan'ti::i school in Lorn . He went to 

primary school at Maitland , travelling on the tr'1mf.l that 

ran the le'lg'th of Hirh 5trPet , until well lnto the 192'J's. 

r.irr . Johni=lton he.s retained the 1:ie:nory of his fou:rth Frade 

teacher ~'!r . 1at Cu mingha.m for over siYty years . IIis 

secondar11 schoo ing was a t M~ii tland :Boys Hi c-h , anc1 he 

rclste ~ the story of a school friend , Walter Sughes who 

became a Phodes scholar . 

Mr . Joh.nst,.,n tells ~he e: tory , es he Wldersta 1ds it, of 

how lli :rh stI·eet , the main street of Mai tla.nd , 1°1hich wcs 

nreviously known a.a ·lest r.1::i i tland began as a bulloc'!· track end i s 
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emphatic in saying it is still a bualock track , becaus e 

of its narrow asnect and the way it curves . 

Mr . ,Johnston had a keen interest in local governmen·t and 

served some eight years as f' city e.lder:nan . Ile was able 

to explsin that M~itland as it is known to-day , was 

first a camp ~i te for the driver ' ~ of the bullock teams 

tha t came from .farther u o the valley with loads of cedar 

logs, for the ryort of Morpeth . He maintains that West 

Maitland j ust grew un wiJly nilly . Maitland as i t is 

known to - day was made uu of several different councils, 

each with their own lord ~ayor , ~ast Maitl~na that was 

1rnown as the government tovm , Wes t 1V12i tlaxid and Morneth . 

These amalgemated ~t the end of world war two , which Mr . 

John~ton feels was the best nove t hey ever made . Ile 

.feels s t rongly that Maitland has been dom.inc.i ten by 

Newcastle and in the near future i t could well become a 

satel ite su~urb of Newcastle . 

He relates stories of some of the major floods thet 

inundated -the majority of the shon,.., ing centre of Pi gh 

3treet , and the fact that t heir store was one of the 

lucky ones because it was on higher ground , even thou~h 

one would think Ht ph Street to be completely fla t. 

fl"..r . Johnston haA been a. keen s oo-rtsman all his l ife , bo t h 

as F. uarti ci pa. ,... and snectator , and in 1977 was ~warded 

an M. B.E . for services t o s 1ort and the community . He 

also fee l s that he was honoured by the fact that the new 

pc>vil1ion built at Lorn Park , v1here he has played sport aJl 

his life, was named the Colin John~ton Pavill i on . 
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High street, the main street of the town of Maitland 

began to grow in the early nineteenth century and soon 

became a thriving commercial centre, which saw many 

business ventures come and go . One business that haA 

remained and ".rown with High street i s the f amily 

ooerated store Johnston's shoe store, Maitland e~tabli~hed 

in 1885 . 

The site where the tO\·m of Maitland , 1reviou~ly known 

a.s West f•1ai tland 1 i s situated was a natural choice for a 

town because it was the junction noint of the various 

trPils t hat led to the valley beyond. It was a camu site 

for the bullock tePmn arid their driver t-s t hat c~me .from 

further un the v~lley with their load of cedar logs , 
t 

and was only oned days travel to the then uort of Morpeth 

where they offloaded their logs , and nicked un their 

supply of f ood stuff . 

Colin ,Johnston the Dreeent he8d of the firm of Johnston 1 s 

emphatically dec lares •. 

' High street as it is to-day, with the oonsible 
escention of the addition of the mall in 
November 17th, 1988 was justa bul lock track 
and it ' s still a buJlock trsck 1 2 

because it is so rrarrow ?nd follows the origi'1a1 nath 

made over one hundred and fifty years a~o . A continuing 

stream o.f bullock tePms nar:ised through High f-'treet daily , 

maki ng it one of the busiest thorouphfares in New South ~ales . 

1. John T 1rner 

2 . Col i n Johnston 

.:11.he Ri ~e of High Street MP.i t la1d 2nd ed . 
JVfiiitland , 1989 

Interviewed , 11th Aupust, 1989 
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The teams gredual ly a i san 1eared from t 1.c area "''hen 

the rrreat Nort~ern railway reached Sin~leton i n 186;3 · 

I t did not t?ke long for entProriAing business neople 

to realise the potential the area had and the town of 
I 

West Mait1Pnd arew up 'willy nilly as shops be~an to 

be built beAide the track made by the tee~sters . 

'rrflvellers 1,oreremade to feel welcome with the onenin"' 

of several inns, which nrovi ded not so 1i,e-ht refresh~1ents . 

One of these wa~ the Angel Inn which was estab1isheo 

by the now famous Molly Morgan . 

In HiP"h street on: Sflturday 7th January , 1843 the 

oldest country newsoeDer in the state~ the Ma1tl~nd 

Mercury, then known af'l the ~aitland Mercury and Hunter 

River reneral AdvertiPer5 published i ts first co~y . r t 

is still in oneration and nublishes newenapers daily . 

By the late 1880 ' s there were numerous hotels, several 

banks a:na over three hundred businesses6 in West MPitland 

··ost of tl ese were situated on Hi.e:h street and one of 

them was the family business, Johnstorls shoes which ~as 

established in 1885 . A pair of good ~oots were the first 

essen·t; iP l for farmers and miners? a fa ct tha t hPd been 

recognised by the founder t Alfred Johnston. Prom 

that day to the nresent , a snan of one hundr~a and four 

years , Johnston h2ve given con stan~ family service to 

3 . J . Turner The ttise of P . 12 
I 

4 . R. Montague The Hub of the Hunrer-Victorian 

5. Ibid 

6 . J . Turner 

7 . tbid 
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p . 2ll 

P. 26 



the DPonle of the Hunter region . The far.iily have 

ac~nowledged Sarah Johnsto1 , Alfred ' s wife as bein~ 

the business woman in the family, and for the succe~s 

of their first retail busine~e , because she ran the 

shon while her husband, to su-pnlement thr fam lly income 

travelled throughout New South wales as representative 

for the wholesale shoe firm , McMurtriee . The family 

continued this renresentation with the firm until the 

early 1930 ' s . In 1911 when the first motor car was 

seen in the High St reet 7 there were eleven shoe shoos 
I 

in Maitland , but Johnstons have been the only orieinal 

shop to remain and f!'I'OW . In recent years they have 

onened several brPnch storeR in nearby towns . During 

the period that was known as the great de nres8 ion, the 

then head of the blls1ness , William Johnston was able 

to stete that, althou~h business had dron~ed by over 

fifty ner cent not one emnloyee was nut on restricted 

time or dismissed . 

Ma.i tland had two moving ni cture theatres, The Savoy 

and the Palace , wi t h t he latter built on High Street. 

People snent many hanpy hours watching cl8nsics such 

as Ho~along Cassidy, and the weekly serial Rin Tin Tin. 

On a nore serious note was the movietone news that 

aopeared after the interval . Admission to the theatre 

could be obtained for the princely sum of nine't')ence , end 

t hat was for the best seats in the house ! Unfort1rnatel y 

time marched on, and the dr i ve-lnn theatre saw the decline 

of the theatre which clo sed its doors in the early 1960 1s. 

7. J . Turner The lU se of P . 17 



4 . 

Hi~h street and its surro 1nds hrve PUffered several 

major floods in the twentieth cen tury, with the lerpest 

in Fehrurry, 1955 which inundated nractically all t he 

sho~ning centre, wit~ t he exception of a trianvle, 

called the flood free trianple by Co l in JohnPton , ~here 

hauuily for them, their sbou is si tuated . Thi s flood 

saw the losq of several lives and did so much damarre in 

High street that a 1rouosal w2.s made to re1oca te the 

sho~ ine centre, rether than renair it, but t~is 

eu~uestion wae dis~issed. ConRi derabJ e wor1{ was carried 

out by. the County )lrnnin? Service8 to stre~ghten the 

river b£:.ri1rn and divert water away from the shorminP' centre. 

~he last decade has sPen the f~ce of High stTeet 

ChRnge co~siderabl~ with the onening of thR 1ar~e 

Snp~r R mart , -nest and Less , and many other Arnall boutiques ana 

~everal shoe s~o~s. The addition of t he Seritage Mall 

,ne itioned earliP.r by Mr . Johnston hf's cH verted much of 

the traffl.C ·from HiP'h irLre~t and sho·ipers can now stroll 

in comfort throuRh the area . 

High s·tree t and Johnstonb shoes have grown and 

f1 ourisher1 th1"0Ughout the yPars . Toget'ier they have 

weathered two g1 obal wars, the gre2t deoression and sever?.l 

major floods . The Johnston famlly, both ~ast a1d 

lre~e,t have an irnueccable business reputation, and the present 

family Are ho th generous and warm hearted. They onened 

uo their home and their lives to a stranP-'er, to enable t'tis 

paner to be written . 

8 . ArKell ·~he Pecond step forvard - 1940-1 980 1 A 
New ~istory P . 56 
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