
~ · 

l 
t 

! 

.. 
r • 

j 
I 

i 
l 
i 

T'EGION/ t1 I $ T t R Y 

n ~ 5 E A R ~ H ~ P E R 

PITE :Y"'"E.1t/ OP f~.3 .. .TOH! E1CK3 

'lTSTHALIAW il STO~ Y 

O. F . C .. 



1 • 

has 1 ved in bhe are 1 'i nee 1945 wit her nusban<i aJHi tw i sonR . 

rw: 'S. Hi oks reci=il l _ tl1e SRl:ly . ys W')en hF!l:' ,, · 1) muld v , k 

f m B~l rnont tQ Marks : .. oi 1 L al u ·1n oln ll "rr ,y read i:l?1d they 

would i., .... acc.:n' ~·anied by ...., · '"l of smal 1 e;rd 11 nm . 

t that ~ i me th1::l:l! v.her,~ few h ·1r;.~s present a:ncl mnall bi1 inef:!Sef;; 

I· 1ed the fori:.sho.ce hirin.; out boa Ls for tollrists . . . . 
l St ' • :..... wd.S 

a f avour·· I e nas L time and thi:> fish Md nrawn::; wer . .. " ~lFnt'f•ll . 

F.v , • .J 'leek end wn1Jlll s ·e the la a. f cresnoce 'ol i ve w t 1 eoi;.1 e 

cr::i ft .,.. ~ w;:is an ir11 xren::;ive 

Ho Le 1c- - the closes publir· l1ouse . J t w~ wel I a troniH 'O i t.h 
~ 

men br i mj ., ..., vee ou on to hi=i p· vemei .._ , l:he vlemour p ·.Lor o 

s · x 0 1 cJock closin- w ,_ .;; ',.}1th) r- ..... s --------over. ~e Lt , 1 ..... t the oc: r f c "· _ ~ ·1 • i 
- ' 
k -

Lt'<• m men fj e;ht,j '1 ."::, 

this '1011 "." w "\ k 1wn 

'oin t ca"- ir;..in .. i-tl:k and would help themselves t: J orP.1 \~~.a· 111«;:>. 

The o lte:r· proo1 em was tl1A 11i::,1, of lhLl 1· ~r M ·s . r;i' ' ' s hear(! eve: ·y 

nl;Jv L' "o1 lowed JY "J. :. torrn . "'h, wan oon 1 o find 

.own the Dl:ead ct 

the loc-=-- bak~r~r ju s clnwn the st ... eet . 

ou ine , ti.PY h"w~ -.; 1P dee and ccorn~· ,Tewc.:a t P.S ' 1•1·'-' - t 

bakeho~1::; .... rio empl o 1 ove · t. w 11unc.1f'ed eo )le . . n 1977 l;.1 j 

1oved n:e iJ es lo Relrnout iort'1 ~· · oon a " ei· ~his hr- irm 

l 1 iPS . il~ lhe p · sen ' j tis ai~u 

t r,. teshe:"l.d n s b i} ... mru1· u~d by tl e l'ml son~ f' the (lJ.': ..., i ::i.1 

'~horr p son . 

co •'tl r s· I'- :)O.VP l} J ~ ,, - the · · , 1 el,< n t 

(iou th an< have beA11 kept in st Ad y ·iusit1ess wj th the f ow 'if. 



? . 

su~m r~ of tranecr ' pt conLJnued ..... 

~oL _, '= t; t..llrou 0 ' ~h at·e'":J.. O I.her em 1 c y wn t wa~ eai ne .:.n local 

was the o 1., 11 :J ',o uo to \'.o.ck ;.;1 •1d was r l ' abl~ b11t ov~ · 1·0~ le<l. 

The Oasis •otel o.i:.1ei 1n 195n and w(s a r qut.nt rel.'rea t for 

f or ho ;.Pyr1 wuers a11d Lollri s ~s . , ow thro:)e mo tel L 1 in th1:-: s110rt 

si,ri or "ligl1w 1y ,111·0 1[)1 .lm'Jn t sou th an11 a 'e alw y q full . 

e mon t L ...,l m was a ~)lace o r- P 1j .\/tnP.tl L w:.. th "ll abun<lan · of 

, k via Cold :r~a Cr' Jhild en oul then net them befoL·e 

ta.l l tion of a i ai 1• sha.f t :In ~hi:. 1li ' { o ~ the 

· l1as upoet rn r J "es.i. en f·s . AHO~h~1· Jandrna.rk YragreAs 

has h!:ought it: a sewer trcaliment works on the ln=-ai:;h al :Belrnont 

South , thl~ doe· a lo~ J' .. r· 1 111= aroma eft 1 :inu-r in ~ n the a · r --------es ecial 1
" clu ·j u Lhe s1,i. "'" monlil1s . '.:"ixLy lou e ... 1nr Low:1hou "'8 

have been nu.:.. ~ i 1 rP.c -n t yen.rq ea~: the nme t fl.= ·y a.nd t . P no ~ J 

inhab '.an~ 0 ~l is estate are hlar1 r] .,.or thr . ncrease in crirne 

and rabble '1JlH-1e:rs · n h m·ea. But evf!n wl t1 these u~ t 1 serl t 

·h n es to th · s normally uiet 311lrnrb a.cc r oMrs. - ·.1~ , 

she ~ill live a~ 



. 
I 

- Ka: •en .dicks 

~ 9111 in the home o.f tlr·s. Joan Uicke r- 7'elrnoa t. ,..,ou Lb 

who hr.ts 1 
• ed ir this ~1·0a s ' nce 1945. 

11es t;i on i: Mrs. 1 :..r- ,., c,,..n you dese;r-i h Belrnon t sou th wt1en 

01; fi i t a rived'? 

Ml' • Hicks : Y • · , husband and I liven ~r "":elrnont aL Lbe 

t' ne o" oul'." arrival here which wa..: in late 1o~ r. 

1 r e1·e w~ s an old · n.> 1·osd ro r;. e.- s ~ree t: to 

elmon t Soll t;h heac11 and des Ji tR being Vt r ., l1;: 3ardou -

the bPPCh . · 'c were generally - cc:ompa"j c 1 bv 

several small ch ' ldren fl.~om the neigh1.rn irhood. 

~·c al::.o walked L:orn Belmont; to Marks Point be , i1
1 r.-

dS fat· as r Plm1>n ~OU th ;ind then alone; 

t;he lake fo!'e~hor•e o i to Marks 'Pnin {.. A I that 

m >r l>oat hii.· L 1 -i.ces wer~ · n busines I • 1.ue11 . 

T a Creek had a few "' i. re boa I .. _, moo ·ed there , l ·' i 11 te 

boa ~s '1-.er·e also moored t:here. 

he1•e wet'~11 ' t e:rn y tno tels abo ut 1953 An d wh e ~ the 

th~ 11otc; s now trade tbere wac, -vacant land . Af1,er 

tbG mo tels we1:e bu i 1 f. ttw d' E tric t acqni 't"P.d more 

~ourists rom intf3rL Late ~s wel1 as B.11 over 01 • 

s~ate , and the !1lLlJr:ili Hotel was c very b11i,;y &pt t. 

'.;.'r1e s1 • . 111. c osir 8 tim~ 1as then in fc..1ri.;e which 

mad F- tne llo u1· b fC"r . closj '!'\ t'., ti.Ille s; complete chaos . 

T11a t io111· was called ' The Tlie Swi1: ' with rn:-::in J 1Jen 

downi 1(,J tr ~· i.!:' dri• \.,,., arid ~hen Co':Ct:Jrnhli· ~ for more 

b . if, rre!l haO thP. ad van ~age OV • r the 8 108.l leI f< 11 YYIS. 



answer to uestion 1 co11tim1etl •• • •• 

A roblern tl'rn l. we encPu11 tP. ed coming to "'ielrn.m t 

Sr 1th was tua 1 sno / ti re !.J )ers ' . We soon le:;i.,;n t not 

to J ~av':: ou • ·11ashj rie o 1 tbe lj ne ove-"'nigb t because 

of the transient gyt.;si e.:1 who sr. emed to be ablr~ t.o 

stay nvernit,ht or several weeks at-a time at the 

c~:cava,11 ,_)ark. Even tu ally "l,he Jclice met; them nu1: th 

of l'iew1~;.i tl e and escor· tP.d them tlu·c _]gr. tn the o thEr• 

~ide nf C:a Lhe ...... j ne 3 · 1 1 3ay. Ancl flll the bide C3 t:r.~e ts 

we1· .... g1·avel surf;.:ic-Pd a11cl tbe dus 1 frorn a'-'s:'..ng trc-ff::.c 

11ad to be seen tJ1J be hel] evt'ld . S!'lni trur~1'~ us1..~d 

our street to g~L tl th8 beach end th~Y ~ere a 

r.:on~tant duAt 1nake.e . Dnrine. riy f-l_·st. few :hy.- at 

BJl·nont Sou~li I kn_t wonderi1J ;ibo11t the thllncle"l:' 

and no storm, e11eni.u8llj< I soon learnt that the 

l 'cal bakP.cy nsed an o d aer.opla.ne ropeller· tf'l 

C.l'eate air ti') . oo.a. t ,1u bre2'd lie.fore s l icir g . The 

noise was so loud thH l you co1~ldn ' t hear. a.n.yrme 

s ~a.k un l. e ;s they r.o a:r.1~d • Th:" t 1-1a =i it . 

Qu~stinn 2; What '/as tne mFJJn h.i~h vey like and Low much tr"lff" c· 

u secl it'? 

Mr·s. :icks: For starteT!; the ar!:._f c Hig1n,qy wcis on1 tw 1.flnes 

in those da s. or course thPre was .far less t1:aff iC; 

ai:: not; as rn::J y l'"''- pJ e owned mu t;o-r' v~r..ic: i;:s . Bj e 
t:.cucks we1·e no~ a-= p1·P.v -1 en t but the bus~~ we:r:e 

ai~~ s CI.'O\vde • My nusbcir1rl h i ',o ge ~ l1p eci,.ly tn 

Jt-' to wol'l< in Hev;ca~t1F> and afterwarclr-J at the B.TLP . 

st~el work~ . I etcirted work a.t a clothing .factory 

in NQwca2t1 e in 1947 and had to stand on bhe nwQ t•d 

and ou b1rarn j o11rney al most 1-::..vPry dey l·ecr-i1ise of 

the po ulari tJ of ~:/wi:-rriment tran...., Or't. 

"he 'f)plmont 'r1·:01.ll1 lf~S 'rllnuint; th~n hut as it 01'11 ~ 

o er--l ted three tj mes a dey , it d.i d 110 t ccincidP 

with sh i""' t workers 1·osters. It did take a lo:=ici 

cf 1'3Chool children however . ";)el mon t '.Ii &r School 

wss not bu l ~ un~il the Pa·ly 195n t s therefore the 

students were fore:i;.d to attr-nd Newoaf't.le schools. 



an8wer to c.i,ue.-tion 2 continued •.• . • 

e>JHl fr·o11 the ci t.y . Lciter. on as ca·r.B 1er:e 1rned 

nwi•e by l.\'Orkers arH the bu3es wei:e a J ittle les-

crowded . Moot 111~n didn ' f. like l,c'kin..:; l,helr cars 

11Pt'e still a popular mode oI t ·an~ ort . 

OueF>Livn 3: fm.1. .... local wr•1_' was av8i1 a1J]e i'or the 1·e~jd'=nt;s 

in th:.s BTea? 

Tr· .•• licks: Tbe mai11 local w H'i.. ~v:- ' lCJl l f-) wer~ ~he few td lr. 

11p~1:a Un~ i tho vj r·jni ty 1 f Re mon t . TU~ n • ~..:.ral 

th1- p ~,rnent c'lc:.y Tbornp on ' s L-~@ldf;;th.er - Pe.:: y 
/\ 

Thc111p=nn sci• ir. T..,,._ .., nsed wood burnin.:i; ovens 

tbc- side stre1 t o,.; gin1311 ... ] l t d 1\( f:'l S trer-i 1, wh ch 

Colin ' s nephew Gar.r.J , :::;te·ted t1e pie o;;;very lmslnees 

tne ( ~·i ._) ELl bakehouse of ?-r:-;y rihom son ~nr • 

.. · n ~hi:i J:'(O •z . I went to wor prr•t-time a~ pro Rol 

in 197'J , tl'le1·e wi;r ·.ii ~ J .. :J J, P. err. 1 oy f' <l t: ei:e 

HP.we a ... 'J 1.:. "".c: 1 1--'J .) • 'T't i inc e inc ·cased l.he work 

fli "co fr m e llou l f i (:" t.y to two b11ncJ1:ed peC'~oi1n.el . 

1ov-;.d to prernifH:~ on th 1 i t)-;12y 

hak~ ·y il1 l,n.:. dj strict of Newv ~ t.l.=- • 

• ue ti n 4: Tou1·j sm was 1n·1 •n · n -mt 11e · , whe:re n i <l m' .';)t f t~r1~ 

t urisLs co~E from? 

Mrs. .H i c i-

Lhe :·~ssnock am:1 surroundi..n[. ,~ «:1.l rie1cl. c:ir~a . 'Phe 



miner!J had a Cl1r ' a tmn-s tJreak o'"' t .... :re ') we "t(s and 

tllPJ ca f. n~ir,~ l~h the.:.r own ~P1l,s £ ·y_d 

at "· n ... Poj I ". .:>O'll•> werP. ;. ble t;o rent f shin ._. 

cahjns o hared h011S8f3 Wi tl1 other em) 1. ,_ . '-:ihe 

wno]P pi 1ce wa:.. li ... a beeni.vr:l wi lh all t;he oc:bivjty 

ai·ou11d t 1e lfl {P.. Th .re wfn•e c1ui te ::i fe ~ L'Cople 

from the · dr ' " ~ea. who fl 1cked to the lakP for: 

Ln~ rn. i s tmc:.s br ,.... J..·, as wel J th f · shir1 g was the 

,· in r.e ·re '1 i n . r·11ere 3eern~tl to be more f i eh 

ar un thf>r ; <.11 ·i •A a J.'ew eopl e h · ·ed boa a w;:.1 1 

"'1S 1~u1ches . i1f'l 'J dif!erew~ acLools and ere,;· .b~at -' ms 

cam· L<> ·he tJn · n i· for picnics . 'F'Vt! ·1 ) H:3 br-116"1 t. 

thi:d.r own .f"' ) >d and spi.'8ad i ~ ott t on ru.:. ·1nd tne 

kids P-n j r ycd th.e1t1ae1 v es immensely . Elfl ry me l;ool ... 

pr'~ ·n t;t· oo~ r-ac.: sand oh l.' spcn .. ~s . T'1r.> ct..ll 

atP un t; i.l th'~J r ... 1 t. uncomfo 1· kb] ~ and were hat l\/ 

t ~,~ 1J in he buoP-s or the retu · 1 j l'n:i:ee . 

How crowded jd t get? 

\1rs . Hi .:kt:l: I1 (' I 
L V • J c.rowdect Ort the f;Oin t and 1lft.) tr i JI?• rs 

.:il way..:: lined the foresl1ore. '.Lr '-Y ~a.Jnc rom ever3 

wher 7
• in tlie Bll 1'r.011nd i ng disteict in th()se d'._yi:: 

to Pr j v ~ tiue at l;hP watF.r . r.:~lfren werit awi1umine; 

.mrl paddl ' ~' men fish 1
• 0 a 1d ~1 .o tbere were 

SpRed boat ·id 1 ~ . The'e were canoes for hire nd 

~ :=; 1 f an h u t' t.o ah houi: duration. ThP- wa t :> , 

hej ng clean pr and shall rJw tbene was much ':ict v · r J 

for famj 1 · "'s wit 1 s rt.Jl 1 c!i.i ld1·en . One could 3i 

u11d11i.1 _h•u th ir .af ety. ~11y chlldren swam -=<nd 

• a dled ~11ere · ~ th~ f o resho1·e wj ~h the..i r i' r~iend s 

al nos t ev ' J L' t ·no 1r in the st.l'n!ller. ~.te; ' .re t·he1· 

l .._. it them · boat whic .• t i..EJ .1 a r-;> afte1: schoo 

and at weekP-n s. T:f·J 11!C" Aiow=iJ l .r c:rn ._..1t f i ·:ih. 

Their e t do g was a '"'31 ie cross cal1Ad Rt:.>'ver whu 



alw;.:1ys FJwa.rn !Jeh 1 nd the boat. i~heriever we 11er1 t 

to ea.11 ~he ho e home aJ J wr.• tl j n wa.;i 1 oo\.r f'" r t:ie 

boat with the biLJ blac.;k lloi.:; .3\\iinmin ._. i:ehinci i:. 
QuesUon 6 : •'hen did the local c:·orner sho1.J o en up : 

'1rn. Hick:; : When we f"i:rs t &.rrived lere the l0C'el corner st1op 

waq alr·e;;vJ j n ex.is t"'!nc.:e so 1 don ' r lr.oow how long 

it \'1as before ~hr1t and it we.is run cy ~rs . ~-om son 

Snr . who ~Dld ·- collea+-ion cf .rarie ~oods . T:her.e 

was miother· eho 1 in e :istetl ·e , thf-'rl sitnated on 

the fo!.·e~ho.t.·e. 13ot'!1 bus]nesEPS were 'kep~- VPry 

b11sy wi tl1 t!l13 influx of W" ~l<r>ad louri sts . I{; 

that i;jme the children could ~et a bab of lol lies 

fo.,.. • i ~ per1ce and the bng was :filled to tae top. 

For 8 f Pll J ear,-· a hair dcess ! ne s~.1on was ) pE.. r•a t~d 

appaxently it waa not a v 0 r pr~f itAbl~ butiness 

~s J t ~1 osed after a short tlme. ftnd there w~s 

(;!;nother shop whir.!h clo~ecj rec~nt.l y and is now a 

reR-· dul!.!e ortl .} but that nne ope11ed a lo-!; laLer 

' than tll e 40 t ~. 

qu ~s ti or1 7 : ~lle Oasis Mo tr 1 , :-a \II II tell me Whi=>n LI.id ~hat y 

< ;;e ? 
I 

,,rB . :u~k'-3: 'l'nfl 0'3.~i:= riotel op~11e i!! the l ate 5r" s cmd wa· 

lor.a.11 y I'P.Ferred tr) a8 the ' Honey ~none1'"'9 1 motel. 

we thou e;· t it was greEt t havint: 01112 hi 1 l t here on 

tilP li:ii e . It was well ratrontsed h l•1ca1e o.s 

wt=t<:i. built tr.er- waB un !Jort:'ifje; wi nd and l.!.:-i.)1 

mot 1 cWd df l .:>:-;i~ecl i L ac1· as the highw2y 01~ a 

r~s · ae ts ' fanre . It was a terrible expPrience 

i'~r tht r·~ ' d r~~_:_dent. Luckil y ro ._me was j1 j nre 

he 1>nd1 ne . I i 11 JW of one C<'upl r- who we1""' ma'l:'ri ed 

in A ;;ms town and c<:tu gh t thA btl s a.f ter thej :r· 



p, e;e 6 

3.n wer tr1 ~Ue" i r I 7 ·on tint t;; i .•.•• 

w d i 0 rece t ' on ou": t 1~1 l ~So 111 to c:;pend 

the · ,.,.. 11on~" rr:oon · ~ Lhis motel , set! ~ow reliable 

ernmen t t1·ans. 01·t was tnfm . 

At oue s taJ C' ·10 ~ t,arter 1.n ai_· ~ , J fl.' t;.ih t 

tusines. on t e 1· r I 1 

l 'PSidents r.;0111p1 c. · "d beuause n.f .:_e noise l eve 

·o h · h-d to move · .. husin;t s 111 nor lib . To' - .; 

t e mC' el 1 as be n .... ena.m ed the ... i11_:_d ~ ... nk and 

MrEJ . Hicks : ~n t 1e 1940 ' t'1~re were 118 1 more b ir1 .. in and 

a.ro lnd th1, 1 eoon . rn( I .'1 , 1·e - b ills and \ il 1 

cl •l 'i.. eonld be seen j n <=ibundan1·,_. , ~,hen I ·i:.oli'lemher 

one e[)i._,l)de of a slloo i.er pott.i10 of f at wild u·ks 

indiscr·im ' n.: 1.::1 

wh _re tile '.l.'ech CC"'1 leg nr w s tanu s . Of tJoursP he 

was ,-.-n u t red-liancl-:- ' :md f. ' r'3 r:: which was almo ~ t 

a fu l l weeks ' ..,, b l'- Thf.re was a drc:i t) ~ ur.~ ._, 

)ql 1 ) ¥ a: rr.>lf.i . The mol l cf dee.: Ji llg f:!. sh wa:ft~ 

ac o-s the w11ole 1i ~ · iity . ..... 11e·yone h:rea. t. e a 

'"' · ..:. of r el · ef when ~ 1"" ains came and waahed t.1 e 

s ne 1 a. l J . 'I' 1e e wer.e P~~-1 wns ln·eed .ng n .he 

l e: ,;oon and hese woul fl1l 8h 0 11 t in to thi> 1 F ke 

·.; · a Col '.l'ee. Ct·"'ek in acco1·d·moe wi tl1 the t · des . 

r J D<IJ ;md m· J U !;hers thou eh t i I; was 1:..,r ::l I; f tm 

n ·~t1,-;1 .= them l>~fore t ' ~.Y go to -<'-il' i nto tho lake. 

ha:edly there ' ~ no 

l"J·aw11s · n th·- 1 ._.con in the ~ r~:i.wn season . The 

main f~ ctor of loss of wild lif~ ~1d p ra~ns waa 

the · nsl; tlll Lt ion -, " ~n ai · sll~..it b"· T} TT °T" 
") . . £or 

the . ohn D l i w 0ollie~J. Jn t;n~ · ~ infin · ta 

1 • ~ \om thej cr1::i~1 lied e:i.n eyeEc re slap ban~ in the 



an wer t;o queotin"1 8 con tjnued .. .. • 

mid le f 1 he lagoon in 1981. Al though the '.)it 

,...as c.:lo - ·d in 987 the ., " o L' ~ remaj ns and has 

buen L ro!L l v va.nclalised , the gate._. have lH:e11 bashed 

dOWll and PVP. 1 t, :"1 IY1e,~ riPpOSi ted ·1ro1rnd the Ubl i C 

r~so:lfe . '11hen il ~ ing on (;hr.a h~ach ~here are o tbRr 

hazarr1s in ~he sl1 ue c..f tank 1.ra:os whi1,;h wffrA 
' 

in ta 1 ~rl th L'e dLJrin..; Woi·lr1 ra_.,.-· IT . Tb y \•/"' e 

ar s ... · 11 heL·P e.nc.1 very 

·hen you are w·•lk'rg :u:ounrl near where tne ,Tolm 

ar 1 in._, 1 hi 11 ~ i s . 

Ouestion 9: jn rec en i y •8l'S a new se.vP.r wo1·ks has he0 l 1.•1 c~d 

on the beac.:h at ..,..,.Jrimt soutl , .l/h£1t is you•· 

(l pinion 0 [' ~rd Q ·~ 

lefl. wonde ing 1 • ... n.1 11s! '. ThB smel on a bad n~J 

js ~1 l l.- ·rib:ihle and we a l sr ut 0u1· doors aild 

windows . rf course the bi 0 j rke this year was 

the 0 en na~r at Belrnon t plant . We werg in vi te.:1 

to br·: nei a -pictiic J 11nch o all th · ,,eA ! Oli t of 

Cl.a·ios · L.i T wen Li but de.Ci.ni tr 1 e Li tlie pic·nir.; 

lur11 ·h a~ horn· . We WPJ.'P viven rn"n .} co1 ourful 

brc "lit res ln the operation on tl ~ p!' >c ssl-1 t., ' 

wast.,:. 1~' du1..:ts which w.ae an eye o .• mer . \1a.• 

l ' r~~ 11 Jo were h . .n ..... ; r·ound the walls. 

And when i.>Xpl[ ined bhis was a t1roc.:au ti 01 in 

oaoe tl e wo1:kers ,.t-11 i 1 ' my old As e;r .. ~ndd'-'lu ._.r ter 

s 1.a tecl thr t she WOlllfl not; wi shen to he savi;-,d th::1111<. 

IJ v~ ' v 1111..ICb ! 

At one st., ..... ~ took u -l. et I ; n to ind OLl wby 

th·=- sm1;: vas so atrv'.::.ous , the Proe'reaa As~oci11lion 

to djp~:{l oil ea.king ..: nth•~ jpes . "'11 bacte:r.ia 

wa~; a.11 kil lB<.l . I Li tool< m~y weeks r.01· tl·io:~ '11 ~sel 

.. 



rn1ewer ta question 9 ·ontinued • . . . • 

to '~ isappt!'1r Ftncl haVE· eve~·ytnir e rack to norri al . 

'le occasionally st · 11 h::'!V€ the swfLJ stench when 

A. ou ' 1~ Gt~ .. is t>lowi ng but 11eve1· as h::l.d as th 

diesel episodP. Even tllJJ '-'h J th·ll13:1t OnA WCl lc1 

bav~ to hr=- dP.ad not to s111ell l;hi=> stench, there 

we ·e sornc 1eopl~ who Ha 

a i ,ythi ic. 
they rouldn ' t sm~11 

~ll8131:ion 10 How do you fe•.;il chou~ llvln.:; e.t B·311non~ Soll1h 

these ch~.=? 

tr.rs . Hicki:.; 1~~1 rrJtt~ souLh is J.l Lhriving mel.~·0r ... ,.,1is co1111t~,~ed 

to what it wa 0 n tllP 194i"i 1 s . WP nc" b.:::ive tll'ree 

lllOtels al.Jr~ Lhe srnaJl st'i[.. nf higbway hich 

a:t.'13 ~ 1 1r :! brioked c.>ut 11e.:r.t i ·u arl Jr lllrjn~ the 

wa L'm lr/88, the t• • I h9 C0 l.'CSh0l't3 Of tl e lake ha.!3 be8!l 

t'Ecl a.irned and made i to a ia ,,, l ~n l . 1r11ere are 

.-:.eets and a ba:rhecue faci.l.ities . T1ol.s C'lf travellers 

st:i r;:' to have a brea~ it their• j om: iey and have 

a barbecut;? or p · (:rJ'li:i 1 unch. neiu3 tlle on1 .f place 

bP. t.ween ~ dri y ::inrl Bd .;:bane wheri::- the wa ~~ :r: i., 

o c.:J o SA to 1.r1e U i;hvHJ , it m;;i -.- ... it a v' r ., l ')1Jll1 1· 

r le ·e . 'li:: s ~Jl.J hi:tVta one vornei· shop and a ~),;i.zz.a 

-:?la1..:e . Th~l.'0 1 ::; an aJ l n~ c,nt se1'Vice station in 

1per:i tio.1 . Now tl·~ t. ~hj s ,:L<J e bu: . .,, '.H' _a ~ it has 

f.i !.8] l y ._.O its fi_ st e Of t.rei' r'ie 1 i f3. i l - in~i,F~l ed 

w:1ich 1l:1.S bee 1 •~ t.., "!:= ~ boon to all a.nu ~S:J !:'1 • ic'en ts . 

'.l'l e i= 11as 1 ei:i21 a c.;on 1:. huil t where the Jl i I ctlr.e 

iollse: o era l,E.tL Very q_niet :=irter a.11 thE· 110·i !:! 

ani4 ti1r· busae o~ y~ars a o , j u5t p •11flli' livjn
0 

tz1ere instea·l of' b1u:dn as goi!l._. 011 . After :fjllin.._, 

j r1 swdll'p1- 'lnc near ou 1 ~,~al r.;ernet.a ·y ',he1~e have 

bCE:l1 S i t} rlC.lll. P.3 :.u1d towri!Jousea built for• the 

Depr:u· tment o:I: ·:ol1s~n~ . This lta_ c::iu-1~rl ~lo~ 

o.f dj e tress to me ru1d ocher· rcsiden t~ as the c· ,.i.me 

rate has ;n_r ased teuf 1ld . We have mcti~ ~djots 

.cid in t, orou.rii~ the b r·l-· s ~r~ 1J t 011 t!rnj r mo.!.l(lr ve!r' cle ':I . 



ruiawer to uest ' on 10 continu0d •...• 

Sc ·en.m ' n alld shou~j n_: goes on aJl hon,..s k1 •_ .: r~ 

off P11sive · nd ,-.
1 1 in'2' crnt olisceni t · es i:ind - ._ oc.:el 

reH-i ci c n tfj from Cffl' S a::1 they , to ~he locaJ the 

rnA 11 lroun . . I P' j oJ l vind. iJ1 tl~ic: ciT"ea ~part 

E'rom tru=i ew who make :ii f "' a misP!'J f'o ' m;;r ~ • 
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Belmont i 0 a monumP.n t to ho th in i ss · on; ry fui l ure and 

lJionee · zea . Alc·n u i th t r.amP the o ·Pning up of "Gr1111ont 

3outh as a. le 1di11 c.:; ";ourjst a~tracticin f -ake M<:H.:_J. t ie . The 

~r >wth .., " ~Cl':'! area • as ve .J much Lh,.. d · J:ec t result. of th 

~hta11bah miss on station at BeJmont h "Ci:l.li"1e the fip•+-

uro~ean habit tlon Lril.<:P Mi=i ~q11.ir"j r . It was sett} e hy 

Rave ·t d ' · E . Thelkeld in 1~25 who chose thi~ location 

he ·a.us of the l a1: t:)~ 'bo ·i 0 ir al >Opu aUon anc it was c.:lose 

to ~cid ' s ~istakP fh£re tnP Ab,-i u~ r ls nf 'hA area would 
1 

hold thr-dr t'ctl lying. The m:l ssiN1 cnl;y 1a..3te' f our ye~1·s 

and stood whel'f1 tP-e p:r.esr:>n t G 111../ r:i h Bo t~l is no ' si tua ~ .. ~ . 

I~ h'ld a com1111 1 l i1.g view of tlJP l:.1ke , the sea arei Re mont 

J,A_; ,n , th~ l~t,;t ,. he · r g the main habitat r:: ~he Awa1Jaka1 

tribe due to t11e abundance of f no • 

Ju th 111 • dc l '= o the lagoon nc1;1 stands a m:-o ss of metal 

sheds and e<11 i prr..-nt to l i: er.at:e an a~r:,,haf t which wa"' ~,, t; in 

1)1 
-( e in 1981 ' .Y "3.!.'0ken !'!ill PrO i:J I ' e1 r7 .!.i ' mit~d . Jt w 

bailt lio alleviaLe the airflow r>roblern :in ~lit T ~n Dar in t.. 

ColJiery wh cb o ened in 192!:> a.Ii lihe back of· elmo11t; . wriat 

j t has ac~orn lished is the decr~ase of wil lif ~ inc 11d · g 

the prawns ancl f ·sh ~hat lW d -1 hF 1 e;oon as a brt:.0edin
0 

vr Url<L The pit was ·los d · , 1987 bui. th!':! P t-i. OI: e sti1:_ 

;:~ma.ins . Nestl:.d in a smaJl corne.r of ~hE"' present workp±r.d 

rrnrrouncling ·IJh e airsl a r t is a trnall '>ror1:t.e pJ aquP :insc ·ibecl 

wl ti the Abo i 0 · n~.1 1 ec.f''id vih.i<;h ti::>l J s of l1ow the agoon 

wa f ormed . •1oa t 1 "cal reoi<l .m ts have neve been t;olt the 

let,nnd OL' even lrno · the plaq lf is jn exiR ~9.nce . Tlie l ~'..:end 

" Tue Tears of The no )n 11 Lel ls how tbe s;.m arid t"a.e moon Wrl'J 

W~r"e Si i · ts o:f e ual ir 1 n • t::: tH.!13 ho r .. over ~he l a~t .JO . The 

~l] I tl1.0r .; --i fih0.¥Pd · ts ull .fa·e to th~J eca.r t 1 but the moon 

wenL thr l1 r, \l di ff Arent c ~1,_s and vPr y ra ·i=-l y JO t to show -n · •• 1 s 

ful face . n')cH1:::e d 1h ' s i.be moon believed the ~nm WCI~., 

s trr nt;i:. .... spirit and t1 j s made h1 m E·an . ''hi:> moon went ·1way 

and th re was t;,., 1:9.l arknesq o · awh..:.. e and w'1en he return d 

he began to CT.), hi B tea.rs f'c, l to tni::? ear th ~c, form BeJ mo11 t 



Lagoon . !.e the lagoon fi lleti wi ~h f1:csh wr:1 t r the Awabakal 

pF:!O le loolted ou it- as a npring cf l ~ f e and ceme ~oge ther 

to t· l~h ate , The moon ~t(') L pPi ~., i?1 and was hap y ct$ he 

hetd fo .cmed the la goon and felt im o ·tan t . He could also se 

his own reP1Pctio~ in it 8nd his import:i..:nce doubl d. 

Jn 1861 came t·1e arrival of Maurie e '12rke who s elected -.--------
one hundred u:d eighty eight acres nf ri·own :Wann whic.:h 

ex.t.eudF' · no:rth of rr.aude ~ breet Belmont. The housP he buiJ t 

was C81 led r- erk i:will :) arid s t<rnd whcrf.! -,Plmon t Hi t,h SC'hool 

11ow stands . He :b::i.n ;:in O'l"Cl'1ard ;:;nd inane El livj ,~ dee.1]r1g .in 

fish and 1ocr.i.l timber wbich he c:::i:r.ted from a. sa 'TTlil1 on ~1ill 

Creek ne1'!r th~ j unction o f Brooke Pa.r3ds and Ross s t reet , to 

.. tl 2 
1 ewcas e . 

Henr t1arks , M<:'l.urice ' s elder brother settlec'I the pi-omtJnt~ ry 

of Marks oint in 1876. 1 ere tog""the..r with ~notber bto.:tb.e1• 

l'Jhrir]e- , ~ 5.L·e.w orange!'! o.nd pir1r-i2.~l.es. Tri 1885 Henr s Jd 

out to r·ha ·les and r urcha9edmorP 1-Rnd ncn·tl1-west o f r~;;.rksv.i lle . 

Cll'~l'leB Mar.k2 ·,.,as a devout ob.1~istje.n anti lie '"'ou1d l1ot Hcc·ept 

money on Su11d<:iy f 1ir hi2 prod ur.;e , so pec'ple WC'I J d 1 e:;.i,v•; ·the 

mo iey on to;i of the fence post and he wo11ld collect :it ~n M.e:mdoy 

mo.r:ning • 

• Tohn .Ancl crso11 IY'as the f o11rth .3elector to ~·~qt 1 re land 

at 3~lmon t ; n.~ took ro.cty ::ierer-J and named it .1'• nd er Ron ' s 3ill 

betwPen th•..! prA3en t si tF> of ~E'lmor t Yachi CJ uh end the Squids 

Ink MotPl at Belmori t sou th. .He WO ked i !'l Newc8stl e Oll ~~l ~ i:J 

build.i.ng <-Jlld started a small businPs!: in this line with a 

C8ptai11 Per·t;er Anderson 2t B~lrnQnt . In F377 he bet;a.n e 

reElllar cor:ich service bi::> tween Newcastle ru1d Bi::-lmon t !:ind three 

y" n·q lfl ler e2tabJ isJ1ed the Rell~vue 13oardin~ Hous~ on 

P..ndP.rtnn ' s Hill. A tr.ee love· , And8rson plant~d NovfoLl< 

Pi.nes wh:i ch are no'ti a Lake Mac 1J;=i.ri e l;:i11rlm3.rv , one s tj 11 

s tarlcl ~ p r-omine11 tl.} cm .ti~:-ic.l er son 1 s '1 ' 11. He also tL·onsfo:rrned 

t1 e park at cane ' s Poin i; with pl<1'1 tin· of trees ann todey it 

Ls called 1 Be1 mon t Fi.nes Tourist Park 1 , one la.::ge pine ::i l;and .=. 

in awe or Lhe r eet . 

Belrnv 1 t south even jn 1,hosc b;.1rly deys became a major 

.. 



t ourist attr::J.etion , '" r so mar J j t was l;heil.· .first vhdt.. 

to lake Me ~qllar e . Som!;) would co 11 :'rom ..; t1 ney to st::<..) at 

B!:llr-w11e rroust':\ uut the m•J j ority of tourists carne .rram Newuastl 

and the su round Lr g iis ~tic t wnich was now grow in rap idl J 

wlth the op1min~ of •o m.ny ..:oa.l mines. Picnicine, ctlone 

the lake fo1·eshorr· , tr1en a brish wa k tm•r) l ..!,h thP l>lat:kber r·y 

bus}l09 to r1.· r"1< ... ci ?Oint , o/hicl'1 ?.t that t • rn W8E 3. ID ••St C)are 

3 oi hnu:=e~ , was usual1y the order. of tho d-i • Ch ldrP.n c;ould 

pa.ddle in safety , the gent] emen cc 1110 ish whil~ the ladi_i:; 

1ecJa)nACl Jarid , drec}g cl U1 in 1971. r}" - e shore li·1 is 

r;ftj metrE:P aw .; frrm l~S oi·j t.,i ir·l tJOSit.°on and the 1,reee 

wnich r·ew j n a.h11ndanc.:e b 1::5j de the ake ~ ' ' 1 ge~ 10"' onl a 

few rerneir1 an 1 hese line th~ e.x · st · nJ "Paoifj c ;r; [.,' · aJ. 

J. fer · :;1erv ce was in plr e;e n 1 Q?r; be tiween Belmon ~ and 

Cooranbf't1L , po;;;O le woulci then hoa~rd AnderGon ' s co· c;h to 't,'t·· vel 
t1 

Co Newcastle . · This m:::td n eJ mon t 5(.)u th eanily 'l. .ceesiblc 

and wj th its t1·anq 1i1 • et I.· r.L mcJ ooc f i :Mine, came the 

h ildi1 ..... f t umeJ.'OllS ~ol.iday homes . 'rhese we'~ Vn dwel 

usually of no rnn ·e than r,,11 r. smG1l l r<1oma and th<-' prov d ed 

-1 
u 

i~ the early 1sor •s. ·1a1 .j ~ f tl e e dw lJ ire~ n,":i still n nse 

jn r1ia~ ::.: Point awi 'Belrnon~ South. 

"'be ::; i ?J to Ni=-wca ... ~le l.'a ·1 .,.)nk .. ~ 1)1..Ult i1 1qR9 an 
~ 

'.2.llt 1 i '1·- was la d ou L to edhead to ace Cl:>S the col l .i.e1 y ~l t 

" .J 1!J_ Darlj 1 6 • Later the line was e t 0 11c11_, i to alrnon t 12 9 6 

Y1chting ree;~ttas bacal'le '1 fnvouri te a.st me which l d 

ti:> the est'1blisnrrient or BelmontYacht Club il1 1929 . Hundreds 

n'" .. '"'" 1 e would 1 ne the fnreshore to wat<.:h the;;e f1 ectacular 

event . 

Mi - i "lnm i 1 ~ ·'"'Vernen ts were mad to he co!:ld between 

life oJr:a:;i~l~ an SwanstJa rnd ~ 011ernment bus si::..rvir..:e opened j"} 

1 '.?3" . T} e r~md was no mo1:µ, t1 ~n a ~and Lrack and ~he · Belmnn t; 

tr3.dL1t:. area corn n·i .. cd of a hotel ... "1d t1rr. e s'ho 1:'s · The bus 



drive~s knPW the names 1f ever' oc~ 1pe1t in egch house alrne 

the route . Jornmllnitie:a to t!le so1.lth of ~elmcr.t wi::.1:/:3 con :rl-.r·~d 

to be out in th~ bu .... ,.. . Belmont, bus dep( t. qH .. ni:o in 195"3 . 6 

Early industries jn the sal'.'!.'O tll d.:.. lc> . 1burbs ~om rised 

o.f minir t, , saw mil s , s}1ip build ng , fishing , Jl'C 1a·rds , 

oday tht main i>l!nont 

Sou l~!l t )pula ti > 1 work .; n co~l min.us or have fr uncl emplo ent 

in the steel jndL1stry c·f Newcastl8 . The fishing fleets of 

Mark1'3 po.:..n t 'Jre d 0 ple ted and t,he fnr rn~ th!:\ t once exi c::tP l in 

~h s area have been tu ned in to '!bllr1 i a . 'rJ'IP. onJ y business 

that wes established at Bel mc111 b South was the b(;1k?.ry , orieinally 

owned by .:?e!. '.'i Thorip"'"on . In 19;-9 his Aon Colin took over and 

f'S tablieh Pro Rol 'Ral<F ry , fur t:~1P.r down Lh~ road e110 tb.er member 

0f the f · rn.: 1 ;, ;:J tarted 1. pj e b::il< "'I' J. Bo th -premises emp1 lJPd 

JO!:tl1y local res id en t• . Th~ l1read bakehouse clo 0 ecl · n 1977 

i:ind moved to 11(:lm:mt Nor.th under t'·Je ownershi l of Colins ' sons . 

Shortly a.ftAr this move i t was b rn[;11t Ol h.t 'f'i Toti B l<e"t'y of 

..>yrln ey , 1~/dn it bas moved :_n:emi ses to Gateshead bu ~ st · 11 

1·enain.: unrter tbe marabPtl'JP.nt o f '11~ Thom i:-' 'On Ilt'ot~1ero . Th1=-

pie hah .. cy closed its doors n -1 :nr, and moved tc Ga teshi:-aJ .g_nd 

is stil1 o-JTH•d by t!1c. 'PhJmpson fr1mil y . 

'!'~'= Ellbl1rb 1 f ~-1 mm t Sou tli todFiy is Ai tua ted on ej thP.l' 

side of a. fou:r:- l('lne hig':lway hje;h (;OruiectB 1'yd""ley to Nr·w:::cistle 

in two hours . The rosiuen ts are main] y senl)ir ci U7eu s with 

r 0r::id ual influx n .c Sy l •P J si dera . Th"' SP _ eopl e are a ttl'f1C' tel 

here beca11. e t 1 r the bean Ly o:r th(:) 1 :;i"k.f'I and the <.;l seness to 

ind ..:lr.i f_r c ~ployrnent. . B.oliti , ~ homes a· +jll n abund nee 

a11d e;;n:.:n :Jummer sees the popll l a tion lnc r.13ri.se 1'li th tou-ris ts . 

rt. i.., h.:i.r<1 to im::1gin9 tlv-i ea rl.} ri'-'J.S o.C L"ldarsous ' coach 

!md <;lean h~11< water at t11- lake er :.,e ; now t:h,., noise of !;he 

tra ff i <.; j S deaf Ull.i ne 'ind the lakf:J id nl } U ted and fUl 1 Of 

weed . :~o more do Pa the 1Jtl s d i v~r know names of resid i n Ls 

and Lakes fVlr.i q1arie1 bigv'st tourist attraati111 ls a me~ 

~li ip •. J to passine motorj sts . 
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1, ......... 3.!>..~.~ ......... \~ .. ~.~.~~.~ .................. ........ .. ..... gjve my 

per mission lo ... ?.1.~.~.~.~J.~ ..... ~s ... ~.~5 ..... ~.~.~.~.~.~ ... ''' I 

lo use lhis interview, or parl of Lhis interview, for 

researcll,publicaliun and/ur bruadcusling (delele one of 

these iI re4uireu) anu for copies lo be lodged in 

....... .. ~ .. 'f: ......... ~.~.~.~.~.~.~-~.~ ......................... .... .................... . 
' ' for Lhe use of olller bona fide researchers. 
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