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The engineering firm, Morison and Bearby Ltd, which operated from
1874 -1963 was for most of its life a respected and invalusble part of
Newcastle's industriasl might. The company's reputstion for high quelity
work and ebility to complete difficult, complex commissions was due
in no small pert to the vision, determination and diligence of its
founder, Robert Morison and to the later efforts of his son, David
Niven Morison. These two mén, one after the other, guided the company
for o6 years ss the business grew from a smell, five man operation to
finally cover 4 ascres and employ over 300 people. Their benevolent . .
involvement in @ multitude of community enterprises, as well &s running
the "Soho" foundry, was & hesvy workloasd, but one which they ocbviously
relished. The high moral ideals &nd insatisble industriousness of
the Morisons can be traced back to the origins of the Industrial
Revolution in Great Britain.

In Britein the Non-Conformist churches (such &s the Baptists,
Presbyterisns, Congregetionslists and Wesleyans) through their own
@cademies and churches, sent out into the world men with independent,
questioning minds. Their educstion had & strong biss towards the
practical end equipped with innovative skills the graduates moved
into trade &nd industry from where they were to chenge the entire
world. The virtues of hard work, charity and self snd communal
betterment, instilled in them from youth, were to influence every
town and city where these people settled.

The members of these Non-Conformist churches, who became
inventors, innovetors, engineers snd entrepeneurs (in fect, the back-
bone of the Industrisl Revolution) were generally from the middle
clasges of the north of Engleand and lowland Scotlend. Men such &s
Jemes Wett end Thomas Newcomen were straight out of this mould. So

too, were the Morilasons.



Robert Morison's father, @ Scottish engineer, and s Presbyterian,
brought his family to Austrelis in 1852, and helped start an engineer-
ing firm in Sydney where young Robert worked for a while. Robert,
himgelf &n englineer, wes imbued with entrepeneurial spirit and worked
in &8 few places while looking for scmewhere to stert his own business.
He found what he wes looking for, in Newcastle.

His father's firm had often hed jobs in the Hunter sres: znd
when he himself moved to the district with the reilways in 1873 he
could see an opportunity. The Hunter River's ateam-ship building
industry was in its infancy snd in need of locally asvailsble specialist
skills. Also, Newcéstle's cosl was attrecting ships from sll over the
world, many of them requiring running repairs. An engineering works, '
if properly sited could take advantage of the growing maritime and
coal industries.

A partnership was formed with his brother James and an old friend
and workmete, Edwin Beasrby. All three of them had worked at Mort's
Dock in Sydney, then Austrslia's premier foundry. Their combined
expertise meant that they could offer a comprehensive service and
undertake all types of engineering; & solid foundation for success.
They decided to buy out the smsll Howden's Foundry on Bullock Island
(now Carrington).

The Carrington of the 1870siwes far different from the established
suburb of today. It was originally an islend of mud flsts and mangroves
which by the 1870s wes just beginning to tske on its present shape
vie the fortuitous basllegt dumping from visiting ships, mainly colliers
There was no bridge, nor were there many people living on the island.
Thus, supplies hed to be punted &across the harbour and employees and
even some of their customers must have had to bosrd e ferry to reach
the works. Add to these problems the incessant mosquitos from the
mengrove stends end the formetion of Morison and Besrby's "Soho

Foundry" at Carrington would seem an unwise decision.



But the choice was 2 sound one, Carrington was beginning to boom.
Within two vears the works had outgrown Howden's yard. They moved &
short distance to a larger site at Carrington where they could expand.
Almost immedistely Carrington’'s first public house, "The Flag of All
Netions", opened next door, no doubt in part, to teke advantage of the
thirst of Morison and Beasrby's 4O employees, much to the chagrin of
the non-drinking Robert Morison. Shortly sfter, two new coal mines were
sterted locelly and with the advent of the reil.line and the newly
conmissioned hydreulic power house, Carrington beceme a me jor export
centre,

This was before the time of mass production and bulk handling so
the streets were slive with workers. Aside from the "Scho" employees,
there were stevedores, coalminers and sailors on leave. Carrington's
plethora of large, grand hotels today stsnd ss mute testimony to this
exciting, cosmopolitan boomtime when change was daily in the air.

The herbour waes atill full of sails but there were increassingly
more funnels to be seen &s the steam boats geined sscendsncy. As steam
powered, steel hulled ships becsme more common, Morison and Besrby's
workloed increased snd their workmanship became known all over the
world.

Although Morisgon &nd Bearby Ltd gesined & reputation in marine
engineering the company never turned ewsy engineering business of any
kind. The cosl mines were fregquent customers.as were locsl and state
governments.1 They also turned out some of the iron lace which decorate
local terrace houses and in 1878 they csst tge originel fog-bell which

wes pleced at the end of Nobby's breakwater,

1. A pithead menufactured by Morison end Bearby's for the Burwood
colliery is on permanent display at the Newcestle Reglonal Museum.

2. The bell is now in the possession of the Newcastle Maritime Museum.



Their workforce vsried considerebly sccording to the smount of
work availsble and slthough the partners often hed to dismiss employees
they never reduced the wages of those in work. The volatile nature of
the coel industry and the genersl depression of the 18908 ssw Morison
and Bearby experience the fluctustions of boom snd bust. But, by the
early 1900s the company wss on a firm finsncisl footing and Robert
Morison and femily moved to the salubrious suburb of Mayfield. Edwin
Bearby (whom, it is thought, may have provided the ms jor share of the
starting cepital) was mlresdy established in & large house in Hannel St
Wickham,

The three partners had not just spent their liveé building a
succesgsful business but had also expedéd time and effort to the publle
benefit. In 1882 Bearby wae involved in an unsuccessful attempt at
extingulishing 8 fire on boerd the barque "Maneghsn" which wes docked
et Carrington. Not surprisingly, three years later he was instrumental
in creating the first Carrington fire brigede. James Morison was &
member of the Csrrington Municipal Coucil from its inception until his
death in 1901. But it was Robert Morison who took on the largest work-
load. Not content with just being the generasl manager of & large
engineering firm, he sought to spresd his knowledge end idesls. He
helped form the first engineering institute in Newcestle, and tsught
there. He wes vice president of the School of Arts &nd wes deeply
involved in the YMCA. He wes the superintendesnt of the Wesleyan Sabbsth
School in Tyrrell St, Newcastle end slso lay preécher and trustee for

geveral local Methodist churches, some of which he helped erect. For

8 while he slso repres=nted Lloyds of London as englneer~surveyor for

the port of Newcestle.
Robert Morison died in 1914, sand with the death of Edwin Bearby

in 1916 Robert's son, David Niven Morison beceme general manager. Like
his fsther, David was a man of determination and high prineiples who

was committed to the welfsre of the people of Newcastle. He emulated

most of his fether's efforts in civic affeirs and sdded some few him- |

|



self. He was on the bosrd of Newcastle Hospital snd helped insugerate
an embulance ssrvice for the district. He was also an executive of the
Chamber of Manufsctures , &8 member of the Chamber of Commerce and for
most of nis life lectured in engineering at Newcastle Technical College

During his time et the helm, Morison and Bearby's works included

the Newcestle whest silos, the Civic Theatre, the masnufecture of
locomotives end rolling stock an crenes, grebs and conveyor gauntries
for the port of Newcestle. The firm engsaged in s8ll menner of engineer-
ing work from constructing steel bridges weighing several tons to
repabing small power tools. The story is told of a customer, who,
unhappy with the renge of second-hand compressors on ssle at the works,
told David Morison that he wesnted one similar to the firm's own com-
pressor. Morison duly disconnected the compresszor and sold it to him
then and there.

Becsuse of the sheer vasriety of jobs carried out at . the works,
Morison snd Bearby's employees were among the most sccomplished
tradesmen in Austraelis snd slthough their eguipment wss no better than
anywhere else they could perform wonders. For example, for many years
they were the only foundry in Australis cepable of meking & high
guality aluminium/bronze alloy.

David Niven Morison, or "D.N." as his employees knew him &
disspproved of his workers smoking or drinking but there was little

he could dot ebout it. Apprentices, though, being indentured to the

company fell under his direct control and were not permitted to smoke
on the plant. This, of course, led to & certain smount of surreptitious
lighting up in the tollets. The "All Nstions Hotel" succumbed to the
expansion of the works, becoming the new offices. Not long after
however, the "Seven Seas Hotel" opened its doors across the road from
the new office.

At times, David Morison had to fight tenaciously to keep the
family company going. During the great depression he took to the road

to drum up business, geining contracts for various public works from



oM™

local governments and orders from cane farmers for his pstented
"Wizard" Suger filter.

In 1930 he contributed to the erection of & new Methodist church
in Mayfield, replscing a smaller church, which ironically, his father
had helped to builg. It was here that David Morison spent his Sundays,
his 'day off'., Agein, like hig father, he could not abide idling and
80 busied himself being & lsy prescher, Sunday School Superintendant,
choirist ss well as sitting on the committed of the British and Foreign
Bible Society.

With the desth of David Morison in 1942 the company's future wes
ansure. The ownership passed out of the hands of the founders' families
in the 19508 and the firm was subsequently swallowed up by the expend-
ing Brambles group of companies who shut the plant in 1963.

Although much of Morison and Besrby's produdts have been supergede
there are still exsmples in sctive service. Each Sunday the bell of the
Mayfield Uniting Church bears witness, in B flst, to the high guality

and endurence of Morison end Besrby's craftsmanship.

3. now Uniting church
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Summary of Morison Interview

A.J. "Napncy" Morison (b 1907) is the dsughter of D.N.Morison
(1870-1942) and the grand-daughter of Robert Morison (1840-191L4).
Robert founded the firm of Morison and Bearby Ltd and successfully ran
it until his death when Miss Morison's father took over. Although her
sisters worked st the foundry, in clerical positions, she never did
end this fect precluded any intimate knowledge of the firnls daily life.
However, her closeness to two of the most influentiesl men in Newcastle
gllowed an insight into their private lives and thoughts.

One fasct which emerged wss the precarious nature of compasny finances
before about 1905. The varlety of home sddresses of the Morlison family
listed in old registers was explained. When the company was running
well they lived in good clrcumstences and vice versa. By the esrly
19008, with Robert Morison drawing the princely sum of £7 per week,
they could aefford to move permanently to upper class Mayfield. Her
grendfather lived in & house in Kerr 3t (still existing) &nd her
perents moved into & lesrge home in Pitt 8t, (now & boarding house)
where she grew up.

Nancy Morison recelled the horse and trep used by her father to
get to work snd the somewhat more grand contraption, complete with
groom, used by Mr Cousen of the B.H.P. She remembered too, the homes
built by the Arnott family, to whom the Morisons were relsted. One of
her strongest recollections was being driven in & motor car for the
first time in 1911, when the family went to watch the delivery of a
large boiler by bullock train, to Wallarsh Colliery.

Miss Morison stressed the difference between her father's public
image (stern sutocrat figure) and the loving, smiling man she knew.
Although she believed that he had sufficient time to devote to his
femily, she agreed that he led & very busy life. She relsted how he
would rush home, bolt his dinner, and rush out to teach at tech or

sttend meetings. Young Nency, sitting at the tsble with him, became



accustomed to gulping down her food. Years later, when she left home
for teachers' college she was surprised to find that she slways
finished her mesls before everyone else, which became & source of
comment.
It was obvious thst the premeture death of her only brother wsas

tregic, not just in itself but also for the continustion of Morison
men at the helm of the family company. Her fether must have been very
worried, with due csuse, that the business would not have sny member
of the Morison or Besrby femilies in charge. After the early demise of
two other likely candidates, Arthur and Wallis Beerby, Miss Morison
herself was invited into the firm by her fsther. She declired, believing
herself not fitted to the tesk, especislly es she had not the practical
education needed, sdding perhaps wistfully, that during her vouth, girls
nhad not been encouraged to "look around snd fiddle with mechinery".

‘'She discussed the hard times that the company snd her family went
through, such as when her father was paying his employees more than
he could sfford to take home himself. Strong feelings were evident
when she spoke of 'company outsiders' such as D.L. McClerty, J.S8.Jones,
end Mr. Wheeler of Brambles. But of course these men, none:of whom were
'family', could not be expected to have the seme feeling ss the Morisons

had for their business.



loterview with A.J. "Nsncy" Morison.

25th October 1989

Interviewer: QOrseme Grace




Greeme Grsce (G.G): Your Grest Grandparents, David and Jasnet Morison,

1 'believe « ",
Nency Morison (N.M) Devid end Jsnet, yes . .. .

G.@: They came out here in 1852 from what I've found out, now what can

you tell me of them?

N.M; Great-grandfether was bornm in . . . Patricroft, which is & suburb

of Mapchester snd his perents came from Glssgow, I think.
G.G; So they were both Scottish, his parents?

N.M: Yes, they came to Glssgow, I think from Glesgow they moved down
to Petricroft where he wés sn engineer and my grandfsther was
born there epd then they moved down to London snd from what I've
reed there was & big strike in London in 1852 snd my grendfather

decided to come out. . .
G.G: As & consequence of the strike?

N.My : . . 88 & consequence of the strike. I have a letter, I don't
know where it is now, but I had it printed inuone of our journels,
éaf & men who was on tne bost, end he was older than my grand-
father, and after he wrote to him, I think fifty years sfterwards,

he wrote and mentioned this and how things had changed, how 1in . .
G.G! This is Mr, Laing isn't it?

N.M: Yes

G.G: F¥rom whet I reed . . . wes he pert of the partnership that Mr

Morison went into when he first ceme to Sydney?

N.M; Look, I wouldn't know, I wouldn't know ebout that, thet time I

don't know.



N, M:

G. G:

N.M:

G.G:

N.M:

I'm still on mbout your great grandfather and from what I've read
they were Presbyterisns, in fect he was an elder of the church
end their son Hobert was your grendfsther, he even helped out in
the church. Theo he became, he chenged to &8 Wesleyen Methodist.

Do you know why that was?

I don't know, I knew they sttended the York St. The Methodist
church, the big Methodist Church originelly was in York St, and
then it, for some resson . . . I resd someone's written & history
of the Centrel Methodist Mission in Sydney end Ebenezer Vickery
gave them gll the money snd then they moved down into . « . it's
between . . . well, it's now 81l being destroyed 2nd they're

building &8 new building there, between Pitt end Castlereagh.

I believe his brother Jemes also must have changed to Wesleyan

Methodist

Well, he becsme & Presbyterian . . . not a minister but & .'. , T
don't know what they call them now, we used to call them something
else . . . No! it wasn't James, it was George I think . . .

became « .« .
There were four brothers, weren't there?

There was George and Jemes and Devid end my father. George aud

Jemes snd David snd Robert snd then Jeanie, the sister.

Well, it was Robert snd Jemes snd Edwin Bearby who started the
business up. Do you know how much of & financiel risk 1t was for

them?

No, well it was my grandfsther, yes . . . Robert I don't know.
They were both working &t Mont's Dock and so they decided, I think
to come up here . « . no, grandfather had been working up here.

I haven't been sble to find out why he came up, whether he wes



@. 6:

Gl G:

sent up by Mont's Dock or what, but that's where he met my grend-
mother. He was working here and he met her eand then they were
maerried. I think they were married in Belmain, they were living
in Balméin enynhow 2nd then they came up. My father was born in
Belmain in 1870 and it alweys narked me that he wasn't born in
Newcestle, snd then they ceme . . « 1874 I think it was when

the firm was founded . . . &and James seems to be in snd out of th
the business. I don't know . . . sometimes you'll see R. and J.

Morison end Beerby snd sometimes it's just Morison and Bearby.
Would it heve been ill health?

I couldn't say.

No records left?

Oh! Thet was un . . « that waes & terrible thing. I raeng, when it
waa taken over by Brambles, I rang Mr. Wheeler and asked him about
it end he s8id he'd erranged for me to go and then I found they

just threw everything out, just threw it ouat.

The business, when they first started expanded very quickly snd it
wes very succesgsful. Now, as you say, Robert seems to have been the
guiding light for the partnershlp. D'you think he sew & niche in

the merket or was he jJust lucky or was it & combination of both?

Well, I think he'd been up here, vou know, working up here and I
suppose he saw it. Y'see they were originally just shipping and
mining. It wes only later that they went into other things as
well. And, of course, when you think . . . well, the esrly days,
there were still & lot of sailing ships in the 1870s, and the
mining . . .«

Yes, I found out there were cosl minee on Carrington, right next

to it




N.M:

G. Gt

NoM:

G. G:

N.M:

G. G

N.M:

Have you read . . + There wes & teacher here. . . Tonks . « « I
think there's & book he's telked sbout the mines . . . What does
he ¢8ll it? I've forgotten the name of it, but there's sll. . .

those that are really under the herbour, 8ll round in that asrea,
The tunnels under the harbour?

Yes, there was one at Mayfield; Dengqr Psrk, there was sn entry

there. That wes Ferndsle Colliery. Of course, the one &t Stockton
went under the harbour, too. They reckon, the story wes that the
men were so close to the surfece that the men could hear when the

ships ceme back.

With the one at Dangasr Park, if that wes the mine hesd, wes that
why Dengar Park was preserved while there were houses built sround

it?

Oh, there . . . in my childhocod there was & hole there, then when
the Queen wss coming here, I cen't remember which visit, suddenly
« » o they slways brought her to the showground end then she came

gcross to the BHP alwsys snd & hole suddenly developed in the psrk.
It just sank, did it?

Yes and they quickly had to fill it up. But there were . . . well,
the mines were closed, close in. I remember father would come home
end he would saey:"Oh,; 1'm going so-and-so" and often mother would
go with him or some of the femily. When we were young we'd go out
to « « « I remember going out to Sesham, that wes & colliery out
nesr West Wellsend. Sesham No.1, Sesham No 2, I don't remember
whicn one. Then mother would come home from school and "gone to
Rhonda" would be wréﬁgf I've never been to Rhonnds , always

wented « . &

Always wanted to go?




G. G:

N.M:

G. G:

And then I remember going up when it must hsve been scon after,
the first time in & motor cer, one that was going to Wallarsh
Colliery and it wes being tsken down by bullocks, bullock wagon,
you know. There wes & picture in the Newesstle Hersld and I reckone
that thet wes the one that was golng to Wellarsh Colliery and
someone ssid "Ah no, it wes golng to Goninensg" but I mast of « . .
8ll, I was born in 1907, so I must've been four or so, four or
five and we went nearly to Swansea to egee this thing which was
drawn by bullocks . «+ « pulled slong you see and then Wellarsh
Colliery was the other side of Swansea. snd then the second time
in 8 motor car wes going up to Bellbird., It was & boiler for the
mine st Wallarah that wes going, sand we went to see that sna

Bellbird . . . father hed business &t the Bellbird . . -«

I'm & child of tue motor age and so I can't really imsgine e
hesvy engineering relying on horse treansport, but obviously yau

can remember thet. How meny horses would they have had?

Well, I wouldn't know. I Jjust know that in my childhood we had =&
horse and trap. My father went to work in & horse snd trap and

the house down here on the corner where Mr Cousten lived and he
had something to do with the steelworks when it was bullt, and

he used to sit up, he had 8 groom!, sat up like this, and there wss
a whip there &8nd very smsrt end like this . . « My fether was more
« « s he sometimes hed & boy who came &nd helped harness the horse
but he ususlly did it himself snd he wesn't sll dressed up snd
that, but that weg the steelwarke 1915-14. 1 read somewhere . . .
gsee the things had to be teken scross to the . . ., if it was &
ship they'd heve to be tsken by horse transport. .’ . before the

reilweys .« « =

Another thing I ceme scross, Edwiun Bearby's address was listed as

Hennell St, Smedmore. Obviously it's still the ssme house, but




O

what's happened to these suburbs?

N. M:

G, G:

N, M:

Oh well, Smedmore was whaet's Meryville now, somewhere there, but

I understand their house wass on to Throsby Creek. There were house;
81l slong that zide. Now there sre no houses there. But there were
houses all along that side of Hannell St. You know, where . . .
end Hannell lived, the originel Hasnnell, who was the first mayor
of Newcastle. Thet's celled Hannell St After them. I think his hoa:
wes on the other side, the lend side. But the Bearby's . . . I Jjus
don't know where it wss, but it wss somewhere slong there, Actusll,
my mother first met the Bearbys before she met my fether, She was

teaching st Minmi at the time. I've slways felt that the Bearbys

hed more money to put into it, whether they did or not I don't

know « « « into the business.

And yet, they generslly did not run the business, did they?

1|

Well, see, my grandfather, he . . . 1 think Mr Bearby esnd my grand
father worked together. When Mt Besrby died, I have no recollectic
of when he died, but my grandfather was gquite 111, guite often,
because I've got letters, he was down in Sydney and I've cot
letters my grendms wrote from there but when my grendfather died
my fether was the menager and then when he didd, Ted Bearby wes
the menager. Now there were, father wes 8sn only sou, but here werm
several Bearby sonsg snd one shs Arthur. I've got &8 letter here
from Arthur. He evidently went oversess snd the letter is written
to my fsther from Ireland, but he wes killed. I have 8 recollecti
that he fell off & trem, but I don't know whether that's correct.
people get things wrong . . . but snyhow,he died. But 1 think it
wes he, there was & son who was a very bright lad, one of the
Bearby s, I think it was Arthur's son but I wouldn'tbe eertain
about that. Well, he wes & very bright boy end he was the . .« «

you know, becsuse hy fether's only son died when he was ten, |
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he hed pernlcious aenemis. So, it was Wellace Beerby wes looked
on 88 the coming one, end he weg overseas and then, must have
been just before the war, in the 19208 or early 303, he wes in
Africe and he was killed in @ motor eccident and there was sort
ofnno-one else. Ted Bewrby was &8 very fine man, but he was =

very retiring sort of person.

I've slso been tracing the firm's domestic history, where they've
been residing. I found that your fether lived with his festher at
25 Cherles 5t. Newcastle West, which I suppose is now Cook's Hill.
Thet was in 1901, but sfter that they moved to Mayfield.

No, well . . « My sunts used to say that they moved round sccording
to the state of the business, eand they lived in different parts of
Cook's Hill end they lived pertly up on The Hill but I understand
the lsst house . . . oh, eand they did live in the old Presbyterian
Meanse. You know where 8t. Andrew's Presbyterian church is, in town?
and there wes & manse beside it, I think its gore now, yes, it is
gone, but the railway, you know the reilway, you wouldn't remember
« « » railwey used to come from one of the mines out Merewether,

@ line used to come through there. But st one time evidently the
minister didn't live there, and at one time they lived there. But
the lsst plece they lived in wes & place celled "Holyrood". I

don't know whether it's still there in Brown St, Newcastle, because
my fether's second eldest sister wes married from there. If you're

going up Brown St, it's on the left hand side, about halfway up.

Well in the news report of 1903, of the fire, it reports thst
Robert Morison rushed from his home in Brown St. So that must

heve been the time they lived there.

Yes, well I ceme scrose thid book here and its got "Partunership

Account Book, R. Morison end E.W. Bearby" from Japuery 1903 and

they evidently took £14 & fortnight eech of them, it wes their
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weges and it Jjust goes through, and then gt the other end. Jemes
died, I cart think when Jemes died, and his widow was evidently

given so much. She was given £6 & fortnight. Interest pasid to her
end then"™Mey 10, 1912, paid the estate of the late James Morison

£1,500 as full and finsl pasyment".
When Robert Morison died it was in 1914.

1914, yes and my brother died, that wes the tragedy. See, grand-
father died early in the year and then my brother died in October.

And thet is still recorded in the Morison window at the Mayfield
Uniting Church. Well he ebs listed in the paper as living at
"Thornville" in Kerr St. Is that home still there?

Yes, it's still there. It’s slightly altered. Now that, I don't kno\
whether the Arnott's built it. But the Arnotts . . . my grandmother
was &8 Webb and two of her sisters married Arnotts and one of them
lived in that place snd then they moved out to the lske. I must
have been 11 or 12 when my grandfsther first ceme out, and I have
no ides when he came, he 1ived in & house here called "Meriilsh".
Only Jjust four or five years ago those flats down at the end there,
they were, the houses were pulled down and those housing commission

flats were built there,.
That's in Church St%
Yes

I do remember those. Beautiful old Federation. They've still got

the merble steps there from them.

Yes, well, that's where they lived. And when the Arnott's left

"Thornville" my grandma and grandfather went over there and that's

where he died. But it hed more land. There's & lane at the bsack,
but the land went down to & lane, I think it's Charles 8t. at the

bottom and then when she finelly sold it to Lysaghts. Lysaghts
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bought the house and they built the houses down below and she and

her youngest daughter built the houses just above.

80, your grandfether wag living in Kerr St . . . 8nd where were

you living et the time?
Well theré€s a house in Pitt St and now it's just & guesthouse,
Is this where your father lived most of his l1life?

Yes . . s+ He was merried . . . His thirty third birthday he wes
married and he lived there till he died. He was seventy two when

he died.

I've 8lso noticed in the old ads. there were two phone numbers:

Wwarstsh 172 sand Waratah 18.
Well, 18 was "Thornville", my grandfatner . . .
And 172 was your own phone number?

Yes, and Morison gnd Besrby's was 99. It was one of the early

nines and then lster it was 999.

The bosrd of directors in 1914. They include three women, Emily

Morison snd Emily Dewn Ellis and Katherine Jasne bWorison.

Thaet was Grandme, Emily Morison. Ketherine Jene wss my father's
eldest sister and she tesught music, she taught it at home, She
never married. And my fsther's youngest sister wss . . . she
wasn't . . . she was Dora, she wasn't Dewn. I don't know how,

I remember seeing. She was Emily Dora Ellis. She married Richard
Ellis who was & marine engineer snd she lived . . . my grandmother
built . . . Aunty Kit and Grandma lived in the first house sbove

"Thornville"” and the Ellises lived in the house sbove thst. You'll

probably get a lot sbout the Ellises in englineering.
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Were there any more women on the board, down through the years?
Not thet I know of, no.

Did they sctuslly have & say in the running of the company or were

they just there nominally, just to meke up the numbers?

I imegine they were just there nominally, because I don't think

they ever sttended sny meetings, or anythiong. . .

Did they have much of & knowledge of engineering or business

practilé?
Well, I shouldn't think so.

A8 & child were you encoursged to learn the femily trade in sny

way?

well, there wss my brother, and then myself and then two other
sisters. My youngest slster, she wsa born afier my brother died.
They were hoping, of course, it would be another son but
unfortunately it was, or fortunately, it was snother daughter.
Well my sister next to me, my mother was 8 teacher, and I didn't
want to be, 1 had no knowledge of the business. We used to go
over there at holiday time, or weekends snd my fether sllowed us

to pley on the typewriters.

I think you've slready answered my next guestion. I was golng to
ask you whether your fether was diseppointed at not being able to

leave the company in the hands of s male heir.

Yes, I think so. I think it was very ssd. Well, he did ask me at
one time, you know, to join the compeny, to lesve teaching. 1 felt

I didn't know enough. I wasn't so very good at maths, I matriculste

put I felt that & knowledge of physics and chemistry and maths,
that that's what I'd need. I used to think that boys got interest
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in things beceuse they were sllowed . . . they went apd saw things
but you see girls weren't encoursged in those deys to go &nd 100k
end fiddle sround with maschinery. My bpother had all sorts of .
little stesm englnes eand he had s meccanoc set snd all sorts of

things.

This wes encouragement from your father, obviously. I came up with
the interesting fact that out of the 88 yesrs that the company ran
o6 of them were in the hands of your father end your grandfether,
it was slmost & dynasty. I've also compiled & 1list of the things
your father wass involved in, it's quite amazing; business affsirs,
education, public &ffeirs snd church metters end that's not com-
prenensaive by sny means. 50, did he have any time to give to the

family?

Oh yes, he did. When I first went sway to Sydney . . . noticed
thet 1 ete very quickly. 1 was finished before snyone else and I
realized my father taught at tech. and mother said she used to
keep us up because he left early in the morulng end then he'd

come home st night before, (8nd of course tech wass in town then)
before he went beck into town, go in the tram and we had to see
him end have our tes with him snd then he'd be off so end then

I reslized, and lster when he'd resigned from the tech, he had
lote of meetings end that was just the seme, he'd be home end he'd
be off. But Sundays, the weekends, things were . . . His mother
used to carve the meal when we were over there but he had never
learnt to carve é thing properly end the dinner was slways brought
in et the weekend, you know, and we'd 21l meke rude remsrks sbout
¢ s o 8nd he'd gay "your digestion won't be very good if ‘you mske

unpleasant remsrks".

He was obviously deeply involved in the Methodist feith. Did you
have a strict Wesleyan upbringing?
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Well I don't know whether some people would call it strict but I
think it wes very . . . his sisters were full of fun and I think he
wag full of fun and I don't think it was ds strict as lots of

people would . .
In the photos I've seen, he lgoks a very stern fellow.

Thet's unfortunate theyre stern. But he wssn't, he wes smiling

end I've got &8 book here, one book that he wrote called "The Humour
of Christ". It's full of his sermons. It's only very short. Someone
could go more deeply into the mstter . . . But his sermons were

not wery bright . . . he didn't have & bright menner when he was

preaching « «
Getting back to seculsr matters, how did he trest his workers?

Wwell, one of them geid to me, it wes leter on, in the depression.
The depression in engineering started here soon after the Great
Wer end there were @ lot of strikes in the mines, he had to go

out looking for things end he went up into Queenslend and the
suger industry (end got some patents with some of the things) and
out to Mt. Iss in the eesrly days, t00. And some of the men who went
with him on these things or if it wss & job round Newcastle they'd
say that he treated them slwssy when they were travelling, he was

a friend, you know. It was only when you got on the job he was the

.boss. And they really respected him for that way.

What wes his feeling sbout trade unionism?

Oh, I can remember him talking sbout sore of the men who were

trede union men, nemes that would come up, but I wouldn't like

to say, I wouldn't knwo.

The number of the workers varied from yeer to yesar. Obviously &
lot of men must have been laid off et certein times. Did this

upeet your father or was it expected by both the workers and him
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that they couldn't ell heve full employment?

I suppose they would understend thet. See, this was after the war
here, in the 20s. People talk sbout the depression @s sterting in
30 or 29 but it started much sooner in Newcastle and thet's whyg he
had to go out and get new tnings. Then they went into bridge build-
ing and they did & lot of work for the water boesrd, valvesg and
things. Well that was looked on &s bread and butter, coming on 8ll
the time but then there were the big things. But he used to say,
the government would, they, you would be fined, or taxed if you
didn't get & thing dove in time but they wouldn't pay. Their

payment for jobs done would be months or years behind.

Obviously, the company wnet through & lot of rough times, including
the great depression. Wes there any time when he thought he would

ectually have to shut it down?

There was 8 time when the bank took over and put in & manager, that
wes very sad end 8 sad time for him. Mr McClerdy, wes later head

of the dockyard, but he did what he could for. . .« Ithink it was
the contresct with the Mt. Iss mines, for sintering machines, I
don't know whether they use thet sort of thing now butthere's &
petent for & sintering mechine. But they got that contract &nd
because of that they got out of the hands of the bapk and s0

Mr. MecClarty hed to go and according to reports he didn't want to

go. As & family we had no time for him .

I've seen & couple of pictures of company picnics whieh seem to

have been held in the 1970s. Were these an snnual event?

Yes.
The ones I've seen are Blways &t Lake Macguarie.

The pictures you've seen sre probably the ones at Speers Point.
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Did you ever attend any of those?

Yes, I think I went to some.
And did the steff mingle with the blue collar workers?

Oh, yes. Well & lot of them were related, you know. The girls in

the office, their fathers or brothers worked . . .

The lest record of the Bearby family I cen find is in the early
50s when Mr E, Besrbv, who I presume is Edwsrd, succeded your
father in running the compegny end yet looking in the 'phone book

now there's no Bearbys whatsoever. What's happened to them?

Well, my father's generation, of course, they've all died and there
were . « . 8and Ted, he didn't marry. He lived with his two sisters.
Oh, there were three sisters, two of them married. One of them
merried and lived in Hemilton and one of them married Mr.McNamara
who hed & shoe shop in Newcastle and the McNesméras had two children
8 son and a daughter. Now, the scn is Frank McNamara, the artist;
you'll see him mentioned. He livee in Sydney, he's still alive.

His paintings ere known, I've got @ book of his pasintings here.

And the daughter merried Llovd Lathem snd Lloyd Lathem wss &
policeman and he then gave up his police . . . 8nd he worked, he
was in the office et the works. There wes snother one, &8 daughter
of one of the familys, the Bearbys, snd she married someone nameag
Morris and she took the neme Besrby-Morris but I really don't

know what hsppened to her, I just hsven't beem in toueh of recent

years.

Bdward took over tre running of the compeny eand how long did he

run that for?

I suppose it was until he died. Well then & Mr. Jones, Tom Jones

he beeceme the menager and then, this is .+ . don't . . . oh, I'
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better not say it.
Tell me after.

Anyhow they got Mr Wheeler of the firm of solicitors on the, . . .

Harris-Wheeler . . . 828nd he became Chairman of the Board.

Wwas there any member of the Morigons still on the board at that

time?

I can't remember, but Mr Wheeler was also interested in Brambles
and finally he got Brambles and that's how it fell into the hands
of Brembles and they just sort of sold it &ll off, bits and pieces.

There was expsnsion to Adamstown and Queensland ss well . . .
Well thet wes, I think, in Tom.Jone's time.

These were fairly successful, were they?

Yea, but I couln't tell you enyghing about that

I've got here a8 'photo of @ Morison and Besrby bell. It stetes
under it thaet it's only one of meny such belle which eas casti by
the firm. So far, I've only found two bells. One was the fog bell,
which wes on the southern breakwster, now iln the hends of the
Meritime Museum. The other one is in the Msyfield Uniting Church
which wes donated by the family. Do you know anywhere e€lse where
these. . .7
I reslly can't say, except that someone who was working there wss
Mr. o« o I can't think of his neme. He wes from Queensland, & very
good englineer snd the bells of Christchurch of Lawrence. You know
Christchureh of Lewrence, in Sydney? A very high Anglicen church.
It's near the reilway, it's in lower George St and it's a very,

very high church énd . . . what I mean . . . in their theology.
Anyhow, their bells needed doing up or something to do with the



bells, 1 don't think they'd been rung for some time and I wish I
could think of his neme. S0 he went down there to put the bells
back in. That's sll I can tell you, that's 811 I know

G.G: Getting besck to the bell &t your locel church, I've been told thaet
when your fether wanted that bell cest, he wanted it cast in B fleat
and he sent his foremasn next door to the Seven Sess Hotel to find
B flet on the pub pleno. Was this Jjust & colourful story or was

there sny truth in it?

N.M: No, no they went in. That was the story, they went in and sort of

struck the note on the pisno to see if it was the right one.

G.G: What did your fether think of his workers drihking? Obviously the
Seven Sees would have been the local pub for the workers at the

foundry.

N.M: Oh well, he didn't believe in drink st &ll, he was a teetotsller
but I suppose he just took it for granted other people did. But

there's @ story, he snd & Mr. Miller and my uncle, Dick Ellis, -

|
remember ssying . . » going to some meeting. I don't know whether

he was husbsnd of . . « they went to some engineers, or I can

engineers or what it wes, in town; 8ll men. Most of the others

were under the tshle. They were laughling sbout this. . .
G.G: Times must heve been very tough in those early days.

N.M: Well then things were tough in the depression because he was

paying some of his staff, were getting more than he was. He cut

down on his salary.

G.G: O.K, thank you.




