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Hame of Vessel, Yard where built, By Wwhom, TONNALE . Dete of Cepit
Launching. Cepit
s e
£
De CLASS: :

DELUHGEA WaLSH ISLEAND fieBeWW. GUVERMMENT. 3346 15934 25« 319 195,22

DROMAHA WILLIAMSTOVWH COMMONVWEALTH SHIP CCONSTRUCTION
- BEAICH. 5660 1954 1l. 4.19 177,7
DUNDULA COCEATOO ISLAMD COMMOMWEALTH IKAVY DEFARTHENT. Sodd 1936 Qe Tel9 192,1
DIKOCOA WALSE ISLAKD HeSelie CGOVERBMENT 38641 1939 17.10.19 197,1
DILGA WALSH ISLAID HeSeWe GCVEENMENT a508 1949 15.11.18 195,%

DUMO3A FILLIAMSTORN COMMOHWEALTH SHIP COHSTRUCTION
3RARCH. 3361 1941 25.,11.19 183,5

E. CLASS:
EUDUHDA COCKATOO ISLARD COMHOIEEALTH HAVY DEPARTMERT. 3362 1922 29. 3.20 231,56
EURELIA WALSH ISLAND HeZoeVe GOVERNEENT 3361 1921 10. 4.20 . 211,6
ENOGGER2L WALSH ISLARD iHeSeWe GOVERIBAZHNT 3359 1922 25, G20 212,8
. E¥ITA WILLIZESTOWN COMNOMEALTH SHIP CONZTRUCTIOH ’

BRANCH 3347 1919 l. 7.20 203,6

ERRIBA VILLIAMSTOWH CCMMORVEALTH SHIP COHSTRUCTION
BRANCH. 3345 1919 1l0.l12.20 203,6
EROMANGA WALSH ISLAID HeBeVe CGOVERHHENT 3569 1922 12. 3.21 209,9
EURIMEBLA ADELAIDE PCOLE AND STEEL 3361 1916 20. 4.21 £63,4
ECHUCA MARY BOROUGH WALKERS LTD. 3362 1924 . G. T.22 276,C
ECHUNGA HARYBOROUGH WALKERS LTD. 3362 1928 1l4.,12.21 266,6€
EUWAERA ADELAIDE PGOLE AND STEEL 3349 1907 17.18.21 247,9

EURCA VILLIAMSTORN COMMOMYEALTH SHIP CONSTRUCTION
BEANCH (a) 38563 1922 27, 1l.22 253 ,4

ELONERA VWILLIAMSTOWN COMMOMVELLTH SHIP CCHSTRUCTION
BRANCH (&) 5363 1916 2e Ce28 832,¢E

FRINA ADELAIDE TOCLE AXD STEEL o360 1916 4.,11.22

FORDZDALE COCEATOC ISLARD COMMOIVEALTH SHIP CONSTRUCTIOH
' BRANCH, (&) 9700 6800 RBl. 6.23 823,38

FERNDALE COCKATO0 ICLelD COM 'OVEEALT!I SEIP CONSTRUCTION
BRARCH. 700 BBOG -4, 24 750'2

JUINT CUMMITT
JPON THE GDH'OH?:EITH GOVERIQEENT

11 REPOET ¥FROM THE
OF PUALIC ACC




STATE DOCKYARD

Schedule of VUessels Built at Walsh Island Dockyard

SHIP TYPE OF VESSEL NAME OF VESSEL

1 STOCKTON VEHICULAR FERRY " §.5. MILDRED

2 RYDE FERRY : . -

L ROCK DRILL FOR NEWCASTLE HARBOUR 5.5. VULCAN

5 1500 TON BUCKET DREDGE FOR NEWCASTLE 5.5. HUNTER

7 1500 TON HOPPER BARGE FOR NEWCASTLE HARBOUR S.S. GRAFTON

8 1500 " A n " 5.5. LISMORE

9 COOKS RIVER DREDGE 5.5. TEMPE

1 TRAWLERS FOR STATE FISHERIES 5.5. GOONAMBEE

15 | do. - , 5.5. GOORANGAI

16 do. 5.5. DIBBIU

17 | do.. | 5.5. DUREENBEE

19 GRAB DREDGE FOR NEWCASTLE _ 5.5. WALLSEND
.21 TUG BOAT FOR NEWCASTLE 5.5. MORLYA

22 e Ca 5.5. EDEN

38 STANDARD SHIPS (WELL DECK TYPE) 5.5. DELUNGRA

39 do. do. 5.5. DINOGA

40 | da. do. . 5.5. DILGA

41 do. (SHELTER DECK TYPE) 5.5. EURELIA

42 do. do. S.5. ENOGGERA

L3 . do. do. S.5. EROMANGA

bl RELIEF PUNT FOR GEDRGES RIVER N

50 GRAB DREDGE FOR NEWCASTLE 5.5. MINMI

52 ' SUCTION DREDGE FOR DREDGE SERVIGE 5.5. NEPTUNE

53 FERRY STEAMER FOR SYDNEY FERRIES 5.8. KODMPARTOO

54 do. §.5. KUTTABUL

55 VEHICULAR FERRY FOR SYDNEY FERRIES 5.5. KOORANGABBA

56 GEORGES RIVER FERRY .

58 BARGE FOR DREDGE SERVICE =

59 do. -

60 LIGHTERS FOR DORMAN LONG & CO. 5.5. DORLONCO

61 do. 5.5. SIR ARTHUR DORMAN

62 do. S.5. SIR DUDLEY DE CHAIR

63 NEW HULL FOR DREDGE "ANTLEON" 5.S. ANTLEON

A CLARENCE RIVER FERRY -

65 LAUNCH FOR WALSH ISLAND DART

66, 67 DIL BARGES ~

68 PILOT STEAMER FOR NEWCASTLE BIRUGI

60, 78, 71 15,000 TON FLOATING DODCK -
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STATE DOCKYARD

Schedule of Vessels Built at Walsh Islend Dockyard (contd.)

2, 79
78
- 79
80

R

- JYPE OF VESSEL

GEDRGES RIVER FERRY .

DOOKS RIVER DREDGE

LAUNCH FOR CUSTOMS, VICTORIA
DIESEL LIGHTER FOR VACUUM OIL CO.
SILT.BARGES FOR PUBLIC WORKS DEPT.
SUCTION DREDGE FOR DREDGE SERVICE
BUCKET DREDGE FOR DREDGE SERVICE
STORE PUNT FOR DREDGE SERVICE

NAME OF VESSEL

ZEND

VOGO
HERMES
PLUTO

¥

ERCPeTe




YARD

> B |%|

26
27
28
35
36
37
L0

&1
L2
L3

Ly

L5
L6
58
49
21
54
55
56
59

61
B2
63
6h
65
B6
67
68
a9
70
71
2
73
e
15

L]

'STATE _DOCKYARD

G%L Schedule of Vessels Built.
4" NaME OF _ '
VESSEL =5
"DORRIGO" General Cargo
Hpygeon do.
MDELUNGRAM do.
"DENMANT do.
"KABBARLI" Passenger/Cargo

"H.E. STREET"
"H.F. SEARL"
MRICHARD VDWELL"

"KARDDN"
(nqu n_ISA MILLER")

MKODTARA™
M TOWNSVILLE"

. "T.Jd. PAUL"

TWINDARRA"

"WANGARA" (now "DONGARAM)

“BEN SHORTRIDGE"
"M.K. WEIR"

SYUILLIAM J. McKELL"
"C.5.1"

"IRANDA"

"ILLOWRA™ -
"COpLOOLIM

"KODJARRA™

"E.D.K. GREEN"
"PRINCESS OF TASMANIA®
"WALLSEND"

"JOHN MAIN®

- "BASS TRADER"

"P.W.D.79"
"WILLIAM HOLYMAN"
"P.W.D.8O"

"CAPE DON™

"CAPE MORETONY
"CAPE PILLAR"
"H.M.A.5. MORESBY"
"KOORINGA"
“MORESBY"

"HENRY BOLTE"
"MURRAY PORTER"

PR PR e s b G e T

- Hopper Bar Dredge

Steel Tug
Hopper Dredge
General Cargo-

General Cargo

" Hopper Dredge

Rockbreaking Barge
General Cargo

do. '
Steel Tug
Grab Hopper Dredge
Hopper Dredge
Cutter Suction Dredge
Collier
Collier
Bucket Dredge
Passenger/Cargo

. Grab Hopper Dredge

Passenger/Vehicle
Grab Dredge
Bucket Dredge
Vehicle/Container
Dumb Barge
Container
Dumb Barge
Lighthouse Supply

" do.

do.

Survey l
Seatainer

. General Cargo

Diesel Tug
Tug

GROSS YEAR
TONNAGE COMPLETED
2321 1946
2333 1947
- 2333 : 1947
2265 1949
2693 1951
636 1949
139 1950
1047 1950
24,38 1951
24,27 1952
1136 1952
150 1953
2355 4953
2459 1954
150 RECEA
628 1957
1105 1955
150 1956
4893 1957
4892 1957
150 1955
2959 1956
846 1960
3964 1959
100 1958
682 1963
4129 1961
350 1960
1975 1961
350 1961
2106 1963
2106 1963
2104 1964
745dw 1964
5825 1964
3175 1965
393 1966
393

1966
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STATE DOCKYARD

chedule of Vessels Built. (contd.)

g=

0 M & W N o O WU

NAME OF .
VESSEL

WA.R. FORD"
WAUSTRALIAN TRADER®
MLADY CUTLER™

"A.D. VICTORIA®
MDARWIN TRADER"
ROY A. CAMERON®
MH.A.M.2110

My,D.A., RESOLUTION®
MLADY LOODWARD"

-"LADY McKELL"

nly vessels over 100 tons

Tug : &

+ . Vehicle/Passenger

Passenger Ferry
- Bucket Dredger
Bulk/Ore Container
Hopper Barge _
Cutter Suction Dredge
Trailing Suction Dredge
Passenger Ferry
‘ do.

635

10802

800
340 metric
8000dw
370
370

have been included in this SEhEdUlB-)-

B

1968
1969
1968
1989
1870
1969
1971
1972
1970
1970

TR




STATE DOCKYARD

Schedule of Vessels Currently Under Construction

ARD NAME OF

0. VESSEL

89 "A.D. GEOPOTES

? } Ill

50 "LVSRGHJ
ENTERPRISE"

91 ULYSAGHT
ENDEAVOUR™

g2 a

TYPE

frailing
Suction Dredge

Vehicle Deck
Cargo Vessel

Vehicle Deck
Cargo Ugsse;

0il Tanker

D.W,.T.

5300

metric

tons

7500
7500

oL, 000

DATE

DATE
KEEL LAID  LAUNCHED
19.5.71 29,4,72
6.10.71 | October,
1972
45,72 1973
November, 1973

1972

-

&7

TO BE
COMPLETED

November,
1972

December,
1972

1973

1974
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' to, the. keeping of certain, accounts'in the.
R Special Deposits Account in’the Trea.sury

i forthe _purposes of that - Undertalﬂng,-
: g and  for ‘purposes = connected tharewmh _

[Asse,nted tp, 51;11 July, 1943, ] Al

30511{".- u 7-3 ' 1

@iZ

.“,

R e g g v o NNE giboldiana bigs .o BTN YR e

S ST LT e e A R T A TR S




2 Act No. 19, 1943,

New South Wales Government Engineering and Shipbuilding
Undertaking,

BE it enacted by the King's Most Excellent Majesty,.

by and with the advice and consent of the Legis--
lative Council and Legislative Assembly of New Seuth.
Wales in Parliament assembled, and by the authority of’
the same, as follows :—

PART I.

PRELIMINARY.

Ehori ile 1. (1) This Act may be cited as the ‘‘New South Wales.
fnto Parts. . O0vernment Engineering and Shipbuilding Undertaking;
Act, 1943.”
(2) This Act is divided into Parts as follows :—
PART I.—PreciMINary—ss. 1, 2
PART IT—ApMINisTRATION—SS, 3-6.
PART III—FinancE—ss. 7-10.
PART'1IV.—GeNeraL—ss, 11-14,

Definitions. 2. In this Act, unless the context or subject matter
otherwise indicates or requires—

‘¢ Accounting year’’ means a period of twelve months '

commencing on the first day of April and end-
ing on the thirty-first day of March following.
| “Director’” means the Director for the time being
of the Undertaking.
| “‘Prescribed’” means prescribed by this Aect or by
the regulations.
‘‘Regulations’’ means regulatmns made under this
Act.
‘‘Under Secretary’ means the Under Secratary of
the Department of Public Works.
“‘Undertaking’’ means the New South Wales Gov-
ernment Engineering and Shipbuilding Under-
taking.

PART

i
ol
]
a4
’.
1
"
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Aet No. 19, 1943, ‘ 3

New Soulli Wales Government FEngineering and. Shipbuilding
: Undertaling:

PART II. ' : 1
ADMINISTRATION.

3. The New South Wales Government Engineering Director o,
and Shipbuilding Undertaking shall be under the general ﬁﬁ.v:ﬂgf:.f::g
management of the Director. of Under- = 1

In the management of the Undertaking the Director WS i
shall he subjeet to the' control and direction of the
Minister. o % 3

4., The functions of the Undertaking shall include all Functions

. . o ® - - * " Of t]!c
/ | types of engineering (including general engineering and Vikas:

marine enginéering), shiphuilding and ship repairing and taking.
docking and such work -of a like or incidental character )
‘: ag the Minister may from time to time approve, and shall
' also include any work or activity which is ineidental or
supplementary to the performance of any of such func-
tions.

5. (1) The Director of the New Sonth Wales Gov- Director.
ernment Fngineering and Shipbuilding Undertaking
shall be appointed by the Governor and shall be paid
guch remuncration as may be determined by the
Governor, ~

A person who is of or above the age of sixty-five years
shall not he appointed as Director,

(2) The provisions of the Public Service Aet, 1902,
or of any Aet amending that Act, shall not apply to the-
appointment of the Direetor, and the Director shall not
be subject to any of such Acts during his term of office..

(3) The Director shall, subject to this Aet, be
appointed for such term, not exceeding seven years, as:
may be specified in the instrument of appointment, and
be eligible for reappointment from time to time.

Any snch reappointment shall be for such term, not: _
exceeding seven years, as may be speecified in the instru- | |
ment of reappointment. \
: (4) (a) The Dircetor shall be deemed to have - i
| ~ wacated his office if he— - \

: (i) engages (whether in New South Wales or else- !
where) during his term of office..in any paid
" employment outside the .duties of his office; - \

(i) " , \

- i




" of. Act No.

25 (8).

Act N

én
Act No, 19, 1943, - /m
New

New South Wales Government Engineering and Shipbuilding y
Undertal:ing, The Gov eﬂ"zn’{.
‘ 9) ., gufficielh

shall thereby vacate his office as Director and shall be
liable also upon summary conviction to a penalty not

(ii) becomes bankrupt, compounds with his cred@peaﬁ q T
tors, or makes an assignment of his salary qffce. A ergon ®
estate for their benefit; S ig an ofl
(iii) absents himself from duty for a period of mon
than fourteen consecutive days, except on leavé®® tho ovent O " itled,
granted by the Minister; m polishets be ; ointed
(iv) becomes an insane person or patient or an®* B'l.s o h“_ap}f,outd to
incapable person within the meaning of thei‘-"e‘a S Qervice = Lo oatic
Lunacy Act of 1898; | Publl® e in clossl
- (v) resigns his office by writing under his hand 3 g jmme =y  ghall

addressed to the Governor; " parag:m appol
(vi) is removed from office by the Governor. foLorty pein  d Das
(b) A Director who is in any wise personally | }-:spcct of tho = Qi
concerned or interested in any bargain or contract made = * b }‘f)‘-mw w
by or on behalf of the Crown or the Minister for any ge) oF M‘-"’gw&-m\
purpose connected with or relating to the Undertaking, a\(‘-f"fu ader ihe cuch
or who in any wise participates or claims to be entitled ot A amend g's at B
to participate ih the profit of any such bargain or con- Ac ector) ) 2 o prev
tract or in any benefit or emolument avising therefrom, 13;‘9“ ot any tn‘f: ploy!

exceeding fifty pounds:
Provided that a Director shall not vacate his office or | 1s a0 SOP Tygy
be liable to any penalty as aforesaid by reason only of— who B
(i) receiving or being entitled to receive any pay-
ment, benefit or emolument in consequence of his

appointment as Director; ‘ | oxten 50
(ii) being beneficially interested in any newspaper ot (?{ pe Were %e‘.\-
in which advertisements relating to the trade or 1 e 1{,\1‘3 ubhic ;) s
business of the Undertaking may be inserfed; | of ks 91(':—194‘ ="
(iii) being n shareholder or member (but not' a | AR e RENL
director or manager) of any incorporated com- L ing ectoT ghall
pany of more than twenty persons with which ~ th Acts.
the Crown or the Minister or any person on ; suc 7) A depu
behalf of the Crown or the Minister has entered \ Ufopﬁhe )
into any bargain or contract for any purpose | to ﬂet.‘_.gctox' an
connected with or relating to the Undertaking. ﬂ'lﬁ D\: o acts a8
(¢) A Director shall be deemed to have ' 0me 7y ties 8
vacated his office on the day upon which he attains the 1ies,
age of sixty-five years. .
(5) \
B[4
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Act No. 19, 1943,

~~New South Wales Government Engineering and Shipbuilding
Undertaking.

0.
it (5) The Governor may, for any cause which
; a ppears to him sufficient, remove the Director from-
A T :
.-;e Vs, e-‘ree;ftd Of moy| (6) (a) A person who; at the date of his appoint-
rson 01 logy ment as Director, is an officer of the Public Service _shall,
n g or Pationy in the event of his office as Director being discontinued -
¢ megy; , Or apjor abolished, be entitled, if he is under the age of sixty
itin Of {}1o| yoars, to he appointed upon the recommendation of the
Or_g ndoy Publie Service Board to some office in the Publie Service-

' not lowér in classification and salary than that which he
" held immediately before his appointment as Director.

This paragraph shall not, in the event of David Lyon
McLarty being appointed Director, apply to and in
respect of the said David Lyon McLarty.

to !

laimg . Udertg);, - (h) Nothing in this Act shall afféet the rights

eh Y0 he ntig] f"’ acernel or neerning under the Public Service Aet, 1902,

m,l.s'in‘a&"mn A of’ or under the Superannuation Acts, 1916-1940, or'any

sctop & the Gfron;‘ Acts amending such Aets, to any person appointed as

to o and g 1 Director, who is at the time of his appointment or has
© DPeng) NG ote been at any time previous thereto an officer of the Publie

Service or an employee within the meaning of the Super-

roas hig e 5 annuation Acts, 1916-1940, or any amendment thereof. -
flpe}‘?:; Only op (¢) Any officer of the Public Service or person
ISeque any pay. who is an employee within the meaning of the Super-
Zce of hig _ annuation Acts, 1916-1940, or any amendment thereof,
my appointed as Director shall continue to contribute to any
,'n'thoet“’ﬂpapm. | fund or account and he entitled to receive any deferred
e D’J ado op or extended leave, and any payment, pension or gratu}ty
(hirs Bm'ted; as if he were an officor or employee within the meam.ng"
Noray Not' o of the Public Service Act, 1902, or the Superannuation
wi t]ed com. Acts, 1916-1940, as the case may be, or any Acts amend-
! Whia], ing such Aects, and for such purpose his service as
e :m"’n on Direetor shall he deemed to he serviee for the purpose of
.,.V'p?:’terod such Acts,
I(Ierm;z?nse (7) A deputy may he appointed by the Governor
to ), 8. to act for-the Director during the illness or absence of
ave the Director and every such deputy shall, during the

time he acts as deputy, have the same powers, authori-
(5 ties, duties and funetions as the Director and shall
?) receive

M ¥ s B 7 v o7 Y& 7R
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8‘: Act No. 19, 1943, '“’Gl“ Gpu@f%n‘hftgkh\g.

. o " !

New South Wales Government Engineering and Shfpbucldtﬂ‘u/, oot ahaﬁ: %sﬂ
Undertaking. 1red e TV

: 5 rrth - ] th . o

( yices

; . : ' erV1¥

receive such salary or remuneration as the Governor mg he 855 fhe vious
: mse O joyed ¥ e previ

direet. pres emp W‘;thO“"' pvices

No person shall be concerned to enquire whether o : o
not any occasion has arisen requiring or authorising su engas 2k ﬁavmeﬁ
deputy so to act or as to the necessity or propriety ni

such appointmeu} and all such acts or things done o ABTl
omitted by such ‘deputy shall be as valid and effectua b3 ANC
and shall'have the same consequences as if the same ha Fix \
been done or omitted by the Director. pite coszt"im

Oficersand B, (1) The Governor may, under and subject to the
"“‘P“’Y"’;‘- provisions of the Publie Service Aect, 1902, as amended
s Asi N by subsequent Acts, appoint and employ such officers and
a6 employees as may be necessary for the purposes of this

Act.

, (2) The officers and employees so appointed or
employed shall be subject to the provisions of the Public
Service Aect, 1902, as amended by subsequent Acts,

during their tenure of office or employment. the' s
(3) The Director may, subject to subsection five of and, xal ost © of eX
this section, appoint, employ and dismiss such casunal capt sased by tethﬁtcen mo
employees as are deemed necessary for the purposes of QS Jod ol o a8 practt
the. Undertaking and may fix wages and conditions of the X;ha“ a8 aoﬂch g\lﬁﬁecd\l
employment of such casual employees where such wages al Mateh in eﬁcap“' co% \
and conditions are not fixed in accordance with the pro- oF 7 ahieh the aem;eaﬁed
visions of any other “Act. : 'ncreaaea gfrmg the
The appointment of casual employees under this sub- yeceipts . {1 noth
section shall not be subject to the provisions of the Public ?Yecedl“g.'nistet sho decre
Service Act, 1902, or any Act amending that Act, and a ™h W cease O cation
casunal employee so appointed or employed shall not he of sut ma‘\l et ol
subject to the provisions of any such Act during the . n 3“7’{ or anY et
period of his employment. {he ‘Nhie ghe €88
(4) For the purposes of the Undertaking the i“‘%fere 'P“rt of pot 10
Director may, subjeet to subsection five of this section, g0 @ clare o unde’
with the approval of the Minister for the ‘time being bee?ﬁaa on 0 monnt )
administering the department concerned, and on such T’Otl,oe, § the &e capl!
terms as may be arranged, make use of the services of i?a‘- paﬂ- of

any of the officers or employees of any Government
department.

(9),

-



Aet No. 19, 1943,

Idin| New.South Wales Government Engineering and Shipbuilding
Undertaking.

| {5) The Director sﬁali, as far as practicable, make
~use of the services of the professional and technieal
.wtaff employed in the Department of Public Works, and

oF 3 'Sing- Sl ghall not, without the previous conseént of the Minister,

o tI Proprige. 9 engage or employ the scrvices of other professional or
f‘r,e a3 vajig 2"53’8 don (;Y 9 #echnical advisers or consultants.
Nea ;
f'etoes I'th Cetug
@ haql

L and gy PART IIL.
nple 1903, 9 -:fn to the F1INANOCE.
“ th Such omcerendﬂd 7. (1) The capital cost of the Undertaking is hereby

oses op 20d [ .declared to be the sum of thirty thousand six hundred
! thig and fifty-three pounds one shilling and ten pence as at
2 So aPpo; the twenty-eighth day of February, one thousand nine
!Slong ¢ th ntﬂﬁf or hundred and forty-two, but may be added to or reduced

Suhgq uen? Pubh‘g a8 in this seetion provided. ,

Vmay ets, The sum specified in this subsection shall bear interest.

‘ (2) The Minister shall as soon as practicable after
the thirty-first day of Mareh, one thougsand nine hundred
and forty-three, determine the amount by which the
capital ‘cost of the Undertaking shall bhe increased or

n

ey Juc % # decreased by reason of expendifure or receipts during
Y With ﬂ] Ageg the period of thirteen months immediately preceding,
1€ prg and shall as soon as practicable after the thirty-first day
2d of March in each succeeding year determine the amount
of?l’ his gy, by which the capital cost of the Undertaking shall be
the Py increased or decreased by reason of expenditure or

t A Ii : i . : 4
t receipts during the accounting year immediately

o ba preceding,
urip He The Minister shall notify in the Gazette the amount
of such increase or decredse.
tein g # In any such notification the Minister may declare that
Seotio ;0 ﬂlf wh:le or any part of any such increase is not to bear
6 Bat ! “interest.
n I:;:;; Where part of the capital cost of the Undertaking has
Viceg o ; been so declared not to bear interest then in any future
Pmop notification made under this subsection the Minister shall

state that the amount is to be added to or deducted from
that part of the capital cost of the Undertaking which

Capital coat,

bears .

LR s L P s 7

]

T

o ————




Account iy, !:_i

v, 19) 1943

benrs -
Unde inferest

riaki s Or §
“mom:ta]-‘mg whicl léat part of

Up@ be a )
sectionn puh}j(‘ﬂﬁmpmlﬁ
dﬂ(‘.‘med ttohﬁc Eapﬂ&; :’ofsan -
e effect f, altered o of
10 ceord;
In fhis gype. the date S;;fg e?d

r

e shajj
(i) an e be erediteq o e
and?.u i
(i) such Tiaking ; an; COllrse o
Apsiron e
Propriated bvnls’ oy
T sggz v sh;ﬂ] <
&es in th et of s
Pirstt e order get Duacc
fnc;-dnﬁ Costy
and enta] to
conte Rdnct ni Whatsoa
sts of i5trati ver of apg

23 7 alion
&"upmenl;epalr and m‘ndethkin ; mauagﬂment

ay fr 5
rhame']gz;lo time

o
B DE

res of thor y and
Pect of the a:::n ?n'jErE;:fwal of plzlrfg s
nti ; and

ng year; ~ | curred in

8 ccomy

Working

y CATnin
i 88 an
in th d moneys pece:
eceived f
rom

f
c conduct of th
e

tion,

shall j
m er el :

ital assetg

use for th
Under 28 wit] e includ
“Hdertaking, tdrawy fm;;f capital

use for

Act No. 19, 1943-

cost
ed between Bu?h or th:: th Secondly, interest on the capital cost of the Under-

where a declaration has been made
of the

taking 07y
that part pital cost is mot
pearing part
of the accounting Year
at a rate be determined by the
Colonial Treasurel, t mot exceeding  the
average rate pavable during such aceonnting
year by the Government for loan moneys am
exchange at & rate or rates to be determined b¥
the Colomial Treasurer, the amount of which
interest and exchange ghall be eredited to the
Consolidated Revenne Fund.
The eharge of intervest by this pa'mgraph
ghall not inclode interest parable in respect of
any advance made by the Commonwealth o
the State and expended or applied by the State
for or in conneetion with the ostablishment OF
conduct of the Undertaking and taken into
account in fixing the capital cost of the Undex-
{aking.

_Thirdly, contributions to the D-Epredation Reserve
Account.

Fourthly, guch contributions
Revenue Fund as the Colonial Tyeasurer may
from time to time diveet; but in no case shall
the total amount of the eontributions directed
to be paid under this paragraph in respect
of any¥ accounting ¥ear exe
will reimburse the State for the amount of
sinking fund charges payable by the State in

t of that accounting year on the out-

to the Consolidated

applied by the State

the establishment oF conduet
ing, and taken into account in
cost of the Undertaking.

Fifthly, an amount, in cach accounting yeat equiva-
lent to the amount payable by the Qtate to the
Commonwealth in that accounting ¥ear in

respect

of the Undertal-
fixing the capital
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Act No. 19, 1943, ® \
New South Wales G t Engineeri ipbuildi 8 Lo \
es ¢m§l:3:r . n,];:g_ ving and Shipbuildin New De usa“_d \
ontriutos A Mo O%° o day It '
respect of interest and repayment of ecapit ‘t?‘} be CX7 e Airst day © frer ﬂ,es:ﬂm s !
p s aa ution gh? vy
on advances made by the Commonwealth acﬁﬂ““t after the Ay-ADEe® n cont calﬂ“lawﬂ T
the State and expended or applied by the Staicad® ® 3. and £07 T gach pall be 50 pplied i
for or in conuneection with the establishment opine Sear'-beﬁ and ® ded OF ?3@6@5 “?O\r l‘
conduct of the Undertaking and taken int each BY ed 88 I"’esct‘:x s “ntmarch next p{‘md“amg te&
account in fixing the capital cost of the Under eal®™ " 0, o m;:%rg.t da¥ "nder : go['ca?iu\{z:sﬂﬂ" \
taking. refe {hirt¥ £ jpistet s '
the Wt te of i for W fyom 1
The amount of the charge under this para, : :;p'l'ﬂal assfmhl'-’-a By milﬂ ““'a‘lagliucﬁ” ?mt:ed of \
graph shall be paid to the Colonial Treasurer. _ yge, 85 _ag;::fﬁt bas T, gy after ave beE® a‘;%z.tat, of
(3) Any balance remaining after medting the whieb o £ the Uudﬁtta s ﬁhia" hﬂ by s .g:»‘aﬂ B
charges referred to in subsection fwo of this section shall pul’P"ses ooi'_ capitat aete@b‘e\: bas i
be applied either in reduction of the capital cost of the {he "ala?:g fhe YEINM e MINE ﬁer‘f-aki\\s\. 5 half-
Undertaking or otherwise for any purpose whatsoever (int‘—l“ asets which of the L ghsll = "ﬁe evedit st
of or relating to the Undertaking or partly for one such capitsd nthe o g o4 L“couqt vested 8237 g such o
E:!rpose and partly for the other as the Minister may  use iotﬂ The me‘:m the “I;?-e -Mcountt: ime & th‘ﬁ
svech. v, spherest oo Res Hme ab
fh 1 HioT ce
Where any balance or part thereof is so directed to j“ﬂ?u:l the ?e?’ifzsnwr Y:;: of the b:ﬁi‘ ey 2‘;
be applied in reduction of the capital cost of the Under- B o Caloni® chole OF 8 %E‘Seﬁe b cocnritie® :‘5‘“
taking the same shall be paid to the Colonial Treasurer. e ) %‘De‘p‘iec‘iaﬁi GO"“mp:u‘ts sball b
The Minister shall notify in the Gazette thé amount “eredit (:1{_ CO““”OWZ" guel W ot g soall
%f dzny such 1;]educ}§10n ofd thle eapitalmcost of the ﬁ‘esmt accl'“i“gh{r%otk"“s Reser™® - cw;zent of ti;
ndertaking and, where a declaration be d intere® the b o >
that part :f the capital eost is not to bear eil:itﬁ:stf 111;‘113 2ade \:: De nw:::? . ni\;::“g = gt
ghall in such notification state that such redamction @ T oty 5O Ssing oF ¥ kgt
is to be made from _that part of the ecapital cost rawi “P:ﬂot gor il from o :;eﬂ'!‘- ot
;f;l:thert?ldertal_:i:lg whtxcht I:e}:r% interest, or from that in\‘*‘-sb%ﬁ.iu‘uﬂk:mg' ~gaviste? 0 ojanee ot ?;;mdﬁ i
of the capital cost o ndertaking which does the t the . o to S
not bear inferest, or that snch reduction isgto be appor- o ?roﬁ&eﬂ th:} I mte’ig be aeeﬂ’?bsecﬁon e :api\ﬂ-‘
tioned between such parts. Upon publication of such a‘ﬁ'ﬂﬁf‘l the it hich s‘uaﬂaﬂ fsue valne of th:e naftet
notification the capital cost of the Undertaking shall be such 200 ted 0 P pirds of ﬁ:aaneﬁ e trad®
deemed to be altered aceordingly and such alteration o ¥ -¢0sS © mo‘_ seer skl Aing 3 assets
ghall tske effect as from the date specified in th e tion) 1 S5 lertalTy fowards f capit®
notification. ’ i ﬁQw—se"ﬁ thc'ﬁoﬂ ?wﬂae pakd = Go\oniﬂ\
s SIS e UnICT as M€ G wed
9. (1) An account shall be kept in the Speeial Tne husmes® © S ptied O Joount
D T gne At oo™
Deposits Aecount in the Treasury, to be called the ** New = eof theT W ap?
South Ws:les Government Engin:eering and Shipbuilding theit’toﬁa o direct s
Undertaking Depreeiation Reserve Account,” in this TreastTe B

Act referred fo as the *‘Depreciation Reserve Account.”
(2)
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Act No. 19, 1943,
New South Walee Government Engineering and Shipbuildin
Undertalking, s "
t O o povmED
account towards the reduection of the capital eost of th __ing feg;;gn aght 8:; a“““ed t @n\\n%‘& 1{;1‘3“:',:‘%
Undertaking, but in no case shall the Colonial Treasure o of 2 reof may . o 1even® iyse O t"““"m 3
give any such direction which would have the effect o' tion a_fe P Aceovt ﬁng‘.f"-"“ ces 1D “Te“t to mee ?,'1'0*"'
reducing the amount standing to the credit of suel?o_eﬂﬁ"'km - aﬂcm?’“m all 5““‘13 insofBSCT o ae’f*t'loni 15
acconnt to less than two-thirds of the value of the™ o whed mecei\‘eﬁ hoftak'mg ateﬁion gt .
capital assets of the Undertaking ascertained as herein- ]a ;mne‘f:z the ﬁ§a:o m ﬁal T enS0re :\’:0 W oTRITS |
affer in this subsection provided. an®  pduet U eapyve Jom v
the cd 1e e e ety 1}&.
Where any soms are so directed fo be applied in redue- she chﬁi his 3‘:;: we I’m‘hﬂfg eﬁc'&?“cg'
tion of the capital cost of the Undertaking they shall be ci@*te“s p.m\‘iil o\‘l“{ of gueh o
paid to the Colonial Treasurer. ’ monee ", e X :
oﬁﬂt /
The Minister shall notify in the Gazette the amount of s e \
any such reduction of the eapital cost of the Undertaking B T ART V- 2o b
and, where a declavation has been made that part B et 1O {he p'bﬁe of \
of the eapital cost is not fo bear interest, shall Gex® ad savd Jer the e e '
in smch notification state that such reduetion is wpose® % may¥ o t::lﬁ e, ¥ ks \,
made from that part of the capital cost of the Under- For b \e ??\m ﬂ‘mﬁte ding Publi W Q;E_h |
taking which bears interest or from that part of the 11. ) s Aty tl ¢ DL 2 of the Sl R |
eapital cost of the Undertaking which does mnot bear Gsions fct‘ 1912 ;}“; e ?uﬂ:’;bscquen ﬁh‘;" ed ‘f;
interest or that the reduelion is to be apportioned between kS v SO pan sty
snch parts. Upon publieation of snch notification the \11% a‘n‘.f) “:; amcnﬂ‘:ile to be ak e thcig Act 88
* capital cost of the Undertaking shall be deemed to be cy:t, 1912 pall b2 dec M&Q‘E‘“e of the L
altered accordingly and such alteration shall take effect chase 5 4 op sha caning e
as from the date specified in the notification. ?“i'i © ’-’1““"-11\11\1 W fout nirky f‘,; 1912, 2%
g | A ﬁt“_\’ W o Sow 1. s (W% a-nj'
For the purposes of this subseetion the value of the ﬁ“te:aea.: k gpetion® h‘ghl'\ﬁ ﬂo;ﬁt a??‘lz.: chally
capital assets of the Undertaking at any time shall be o ded tha exen of Acts, s“f“{t of such any €00
deemed to be the total amount expended or applied on or . .Ytﬂnd pirty-® hseﬂu‘?"ﬁt uirky-oS . capeet of
before the thirty-first day of March next preceding upon gix & 3ed BY B“h“t goction {o and 2 x fimistet
capital assets of the Undertaking (ineluding the value, as e rehasts Ais, ap Py .pmacha‘ie: Ak, the Y ing
determined by the Minister, of capital assets which the such “"15 pntant® an¥ sue of fhis Co“smlmdeﬁ
Minister has made available for use for the purposes of motB T ating = PO Tig i o132, a8 A e
the Undertaking) after dedneting therefrom the valne \ tracts tL‘l’j For tiﬁiuﬁ‘: ""':"te%mkﬁ cti:t Kct, i-:-:; su
of capital assets which have been disposed of (including < ; Yhe Wi dor any ot et Uﬂ o
the valne, as determined by the Minister, of capital assets may Q;-ﬁ ﬂc‘kﬁ% or O = pxehd 530 = to 2B ottty
which the Minister has withdrawn from use for the AutOt cquent 2 uired W o puTBl eting 2% pder
purposes of the Undertaking). oy 3‘; n?L‘sbB 0 eﬁw‘_ s COP®
an
{6) If the Minister considers the amount at the l‘swﬁfﬂ‘ Sh%- il o
eredit of the Working Account insufficient to meet the wqtﬁl'ﬁ&
contribution referred fo in subsection two of this section,
having =
r A ‘f % i = -
wo- [ -



Act No. 19, 1943,

O ndertaling,

Few Soutl, Wales Government Engincoring and Shiphuildingggn 5%

under the Public Works Act, 1912, as amended by subsg.
quent Acts, for an authorised work. &

(3) The Alinisier may make available for use fmlie:n

the purposes of the Undertaking— cels
(a) any land for the time being vested in him ashebr
Construecting Authority under any Act add not‘!ﬂ‘t
required for the purpose for which the same s3%°

Y
e

_was acquived;
(b} any land purchased or acquired by exchange
under the authority of this Aect.

The Minister may from time to time withdraw from |

use for the purposes of the Undertaking any land so
made available. ’

12. The Director shall furnish to the Minister through

- the Under Seerctary as soon as practicable after the

thirty-first day of Aarch in each vear, a full and par-

' ticular report in writing on the operations and activities

of the Undertaking, and shall at all times keep the

~ Minister fully and aceurately informed regarding all
" matters relating fo the Undertaking. -

13. (1) The Director shall cause to he kept proper
books of account in relation to the Undertaking and as
soon as practicable after the thirty-first day of March
in each year shall prepare and submit to the Aunditor-
{eneral statements of accomnt and balance sheet setting
forth a true statement of the financial position and
transactions of the Undertaking for the immediately
preceding accounting year.

Such statements of account and balance sheet shall be
in a form approved by the Aunditor-General.

The Anditor-General shall examine and audit the said
statements of acconnt and balance sheet and if found to
be correct he shall so certify and sign the said state-
ments of account and balance shect. ;

After such examination and andit the Director shall
forthwith transmit the said statements of account and
balance sheet to the Minister through the Under
Secretary.

3 2)

s

1%
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Act No. 19, 1943,

FNew South Wales Government Engineering and Shipbuildi
Undertaking.

not, then within fourteen sitting days after
commencement of the next session.

(4) If cither House of Parliament passes
resolution of which notice has been given at any ti
within fifteen sitting days after such regulations hav
been laid before such House disallowing any regulatio

or part thereof, such regulation or part shall thiereupo
cease to have effect. : :

By Authority: .
Avrren Mexey PETTIFER, Acting Government Printer, Sydner, 1043,
[64] 4




Act=No~193943.-

Kew Soulh Wales Governmont Engincering and Shipbuilding
Underloling. ! :

E it enacted by the King's Most Exeellent Majesty,
B by and with the advice and consent of the Legis-
lative Council and Legislative Assembly of New South
Wales in Parlinment assembled, and by the autherity of
the sane, as follows:—

PART L
Prerimrxary.
i tifls 1. (1) This Act may be cited as the ““New South Walex
gi“i.“‘ Government Engincering and Shipbunilding Undertekins
Act, 19437~ 1965
(2) This Act is divided into Parts as follows=—

PART L—Preunrxary—ss. 1, 2. ]

PART I1—ADMIXISTRATION—S5, 3-6.

PART IIL—Fixaxce—ss. 7-10.

PART IV.—Gexerat—ss. 11-14.

finitions, 2. In this Act, unless the context or subject matter
otherwise indicates or requires—

“* Accounting year' means a period of twelve months
commeneing on the first day of April and end-
ing on the thirty-first dav of Mareh following.

veak S “Birector'-means-thePirector—for—the—timebeing
S i of-the Undestaking.

T

‘*Preseribed’’ means prescribed by this Act or. by
the regnlations. :
i ““Regulations” means regulations made under this
Act.
“ﬁndwﬂemﬁmy%mm—ﬂae—?aéer—ﬂe&#e#nﬁ—ef
© theDeparimentof Publie Works,

- - - “Undertaking™ means the New South Wales Gov-

ernment Engineering and Shipbuilding Under-

3 taking, - - "

+*% Bty ™ mvwas Ao ik -ﬂn'fya;r/ Leard o
ANew Soudl lases o3 cons??ered 45;; Thy Aert

‘ﬂm;rnm.r) Y caas Chummang of e Beardd,
R P r s P RO
v for  mecar @ mewmbes ¢ F e fetiea
PART

o > = o v
Viee - £ Beirwicg  miceny The "’f’c &~V f2asirrraing
oF Me Brard,

e e et ettt



Act-No-10,-1943, &

New Soulh Wales Government Engineering and Shipbuilding
Undertaling.

PART IL
ApanxisrrarioN. B
3. The New South Wales Government Iingineering Biseclot Lo
nd shiphuilding Undertaking shall be under the general i ket
anagement ol the Bivestow, Fevnd B 28 idoRe
In the managenent of the Undertaking the Diveolor “'5'9,'»”:-},.,/ o Sy
11511'1 be subjeet to the control and di1'20 ion of the #ef 7oy pe
Linister. (e afvo I(1) =& Leee ‘
4, The funclions of the Underlaking shall include all Functions
types of engineering: (including general engineering and $F e
¥ » . . . . W . = Aller=
marine engineering), shiphuilding aud ship vepairing and taking,
docking and such work ol a like or inecidental eharacter
as the Minister may from time to time approve, and shall
also include any work or aetivily which is incidental or
cgupplementary to the performance of any of such fune-
tions. :
5. (1) There shall be a State Dockyard Board ngsuii*'-“hﬂ
of New South Wales consisting of: seven persons ; 5
appointcd by the Governor on the nomination of /},,,,,,,5,‘/ : 4
the Minister. At W, 7

/g €T

mannginatil

(2) A person nominated for the purposes of
subscction one of this section may be an officer
within the meaning of the Public Service Act, 1902,
as amended by subsequent Acts, and shall be a
person who, in the opinion’ of the Minister, can
serve the best ‘interests of the Undertaking by
reason of his knowledge of and experience in the
Undertaking, the direction of other undertakings,
financial administration, marketing, legal aspects of
administration, or industrial relations.

(3) Of the persons sp appointed, not more
than thfee may be persons who hold, or have held, - 29
an appointment at the Undertaking or who are, or
have been, employed at the Undertaking.

(4) (a) Two Directors shall be respectively
the Chairman and Vice-Chairman of the Board and
shall be appointed as such by the Governor.

(b) The Governor may appoint a
deputy to act during the Governor’s pleasure in
the absence of a Director and a deputy appointed
under this subsection—




‘ 2 e ' L - &=
Top: Walsh Island Dockyard, with the aerodrome.
Bottom: Ship consiruction at Walsh Island Dockyard
— three 5,600-ton steamers on the slips. NMM
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READY FOR.
USE

The floating dock at ‘Walsh Island,.pictured partially submerged durirua )lhq test sinking on Saturday, The dock is ready e

use, (Story, Page

[ At Submérging of -Floatiug Dock | .

Mr. F. H.. Hawkins, M.L.A., the Minister for Works (Mr. Cahill) and Mr.

J. H. Mitchell, new works manager for the shiphuilding yard, at the trial sinking
of the floating dock at Wals Illmdu.
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NEWCASTLE "MORNING HERALD", FRIDAY, 7TH NOVEMBER, 1941,

;,, Will Not Recommend Money
-« For Newcastle Shipyar d,f

SYDNEY, Thureday.—Replying fo a
qtiestion in Parliament to-day, the Min-
istor for Public Works (Mr, Cahill)
revedaled that the Australinn Shipbuilding
Board had vefused to recommend to the
Commonwealth Government that money
be made' available for the construction of
a ghipyard at Newcastle. b
| The question was raised by @ Mr
|Hawkins (Newcastle), who ' asked Mz,
Cahill whether he could indicate when
work on the [irst ship would commence.
“If there is any difficulty in nquc{nting
this work,” said Mr, Hawkins, “will the
Minister consult the Federa] Government
with o view"to overcoming the diffienlty
%o that this important wotk can proceed
with ull speed? v W) 2
Ay, “Cahill ‘rveplied: ! “It' is quite true,
.ag 'l mentioned some time ago, that
‘the } Government ' mhipbuilding yard at
Newecastle is' dpw!in a position {o accept
orders’ for the Gopstruction of ships, aud
particularly naval' ships. The work of
rembving the ‘ehgipeering shops from
Whalsh Island to'the new site iz proceed-
ing, and it will not be long befere they
are re-erected. Addltional land has been
abtained, ' and ydin- extensive layout for

the shipynrd hos béen prepaved in agree-.
\.| procee

ment with the Shinbullding Board.
" “Tn order to obtain necessary loan
mouey for this work a recommendation
must be made by the Shipbuilding Board
to the Federal Government for funds to
be made available in the mame way as
they have been made available to private
shipbuilding yards or private industries,

“An application to that effect has been
made to the Bhipbuilding DBoard, but,
unfortunately, the board is not, prepared

to recommend to the Federal Government
that money be made available for the
construction of a shipyard at Newcastle,”
My, Cahill added. “'The board, Lhowever,
ig prepared to recommend to the Vederal
Government that money be 'made avail-
ahle for the construction of enyines or
parts of engines at the Dyke Hund, The
hoard is anxious that the State Govern-
ment shipyard should confine its opera
tions to repair work or the mannfacture
of auxiliary machinery, and not enter
into the field of shipbuilding.

At present we have a enmJ»leLe ship-
Im]lding yard at ‘Walsh lsland standing
idle,” Mr. Cahill continned, = “With the
transfer of the machinery frem - Walsh
laland to the new shipysrd and with
utilisation of the lifting applinnces which
it was thought could never be used, but
which are already being erected at the
new shipyard, orders can now be taken
by us for the construction of naval
vessols, But the Bhipbuilding Board is
not prepared to recommend that money

Lh" made available for that purpose.

“l am taking the matter u(i; agnin with
the board because, as the Premier had
auid, ships are badly needed to-day; We
have ‘the’ appliances available for- ship-
huildin(f;. ot, we are mot . allowed | to
- with ‘the work, " d

The'. Leader  of * the Opposition (Mr,
Muir)! Verhaps 1 will give ‘an_order,

Mr,' Cahill: Apﬁﬂl‘ﬂl’lty the' Leader of
the Oﬁppuitiun ad some © information
when he” told ‘this House some time: ago
that the Government could never engage
in uhipbmldmf. ! e ai :

Mr. - Mair: I had no information.

Mr. Cahill: I can quite, appreciate the
anxiety of membera who irepresent’ the
Newcastle distriest, We have at our ship-
building yard all the appliances necessary
and we need only about = six, maghine
tools for the manufacture.’of :complete
marine engines for vessels that we . can
build ourselves and for hulls that are
{mw )lying in Sydney Harbour! [(Hear,
\ear. y

Report on Concrete Ships

CANBERRA, Thursday.~The Minister
in Charge of Shiphuilding  (Mr. Makin)
said to-day that he would call for a
report on the poseibility of  building
concrete glips in Australin. He was
commenting on reports . that concrete
ahips of tons, which' were as -fast
and seaworthy as any mteel ship, wore
being constructed in  England, using

Mr. Makin said ‘it could not yet be
atated whether construction of such ships |
here would be practicable.

lmainy ordinary building ' labour,




| Dyke End Shipbuilding Site

Panorama of part of the area for the new shipyard and engineering site at Dyke

End, locking towards the engineering works site, the first unit of which is pictured.

The first shipbuilding berth will be in the immediate foreground.
tends about 1000ft. from the foreground towards Carrington.

Left: Dismantling of the original beiler shop at Walsh Island. It is to form one

of the heavy engineering shops at Dyke end. The 50-ton overhead crane and an |

eight-ton travelling crane will be transferred to Dyke End, with other material. |
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NEWCASTLE "LORNING JKRALD", JONDAY, 10TH NOVELBHR, 1941

. ‘-‘l'.ntolerable Attimdé,Q',
Says Mr. Hawkins

'

My, I, “T; Hawkins, M.L.A,, strongly
nttacked the Commonwealth Bhipbuild-
ing Board yeaterday for ita refusal to
assist the Btate Goyernment in starting
production at the State shipbuilding yards
at’ Dyke End. ;

He described the board's attitude as
“intolerable, aml contrary to its national
emergency responsibilities,”

Mr. Hawkins was commenting on dis-
closures made in Parliament by the Miuo-
ister for Works (Mr. Cahill) that the
bourd had refused to recommend that
funds bhe made available for the State
enterprise, although it had recommend-
ed assistance Lo private yards aud indus

tries. )

The disclosures of the Minister were
disturbing, said Mr, Hawking, and in-
dicated that aclion ghould be tuken im-
madintely by the Federa] Government to
see that its policy of & maximum war
effort was in no way retarded or preju-
diced by the apparvent reluctance of the
board (o make use of the shipbuilding
plant availablé at Newcastle.

It eould not be too clearly empliasisnl,
he declaved, that the State yards at New-
castle were complete buildings, fully
equipped with cranes, machine tooia. and
other essential toola. The total value, he
understood, was agpmximatﬁ]y £500,000.
Provision by the board of a few heavy
machine tools would permit of the com-
plete production of marine engines,

In Other States

The board bad not only ‘authovised the
further equipping of p:'ivm. establishi-
yments, but it had been reyk ed by the
Minister for the Navy (Mrr"Makin) that
it proposed to construct two additional
waring engine works in qther— Btutes,

“How can the board justify comunibling
the Federal Governmenl Lo the enormous
expense involved in those projects while
at the same time it refuses to take full
advantage of the plant’ u.h'tumil aviilable
ut Neweastle ¥? asked Mr. Huwking.

The board’s refusul to turther the Hlste
Government's’ plan’ was even  more as
tounding, as its atiitude was preventing
the placing of an initial ovder for one
paval vessel to be built at the Dyke End.

“Such an order would ewable the or-
gnuisalion to be developed and valualle
plant to be employed, and would lead
to the building of additional standard
merchant vessels, the necessity of which
ia the primary teason  [or the Lomrd's
exiatence,” he declaved.

*“While the board i apparently unpre-
pared to make use of the State's idle
plant to further the Enipire’s war effort,
il ia gingular that it hag arvanged with
severa] private establishments whose pre-
sent creditable efforts are already taxing
their facilitier and glalf to the ulmost, to
lny hdown for ihem additional building

1tha,

Mr. Hawkine said the *“Nowuasble
Morning Henld” editovial on Fviday had
envrectly deseribed (he bowrd’y sland s
“prepoglerons and unintelligible.” 1t had
vightly demanderl thot the board shoull
not he permilted to obstrucl or delay the
enterprise of the New South  Wales
Government, and thal it il conld net he
made Lo gee reason ib =hould, ag the in-
striment of the Federsl Government, he
overruled by that Government, Aoy
fuilure of tha board te interpret ils re-
spousibilities satislnclorily must lead Lo
& veview of ils personnal,

I

‘Carrington Protest

:Carvington Dbrauch of the Australian
Labour Party decided last night to send
a_slrong protest to (he Prime Ministér
(Mv, Curtin) against the failuve of the,
Shipbuilding Board to give contracls ""l
the Newcastle shipbuilding yards. I

Mr. Curtin will be asked to inquive why
contracts for shipbuilding should. not be
given tn Nowcastle.

Me. L. Bromley, who moved the
mation, said that the Shipbuilding Board
favoured pgiviog contracls to private en-
terprise and was not interested in' Walsh
Teland., 1t should be conslituted on
rounder lines, There wara a shortage o
ehips, and it was farcieal that Yalsh
Island should be neglected. 'I'he Prime
Minister would act in the interests of the
penple if he abolished the board.

“Naw shipbuilding yards are heing con-
structed in Victoria and:Queensland, and
they will get contracts,” Mr. Bromley
snid. “Neweastle in capable of producing
gomeo excellent ships but no orderg are
given,”

Mr. T. Wilkon said that too many
contracts for Government ships went to
private enterpriae.

Mr. H. Rose: The Government has mo|
monecy and it is only 'npnrring_fnr.t:me.l
I have no illusions about’ shipbuilding.
The State Government inherited an
ompty Treasury. T don't think we Twll
honr anything about shiphbuilding in New-
costle for at least mix months O

If the Government granted n conteact
to Neweastle, the shipg could he eon-]
catrueted  without | delay, Mr. Bromley:
gaid, Dverything wae ready. X
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STATE WILL GO AHEAD
WITH SHIPYARD

: SYDNEY, Tuesday—"We are golng right ahead wilh our
shipyard at Newcastle,” said the Minister for Works (Mr. Cahill)

in an interview to-night.

: “If we cannot get a loan from the Conunonwealth, then we
will spend our own Imoney, because we realise that eventually we
must be given authority to bulld ships which are so hbadly
needed,” he said, “I am determined to establishe shipbullding as

an industry In Newcastle.”

The Mlinister said thal a&lrong elfforts
were being made to induce the Shipbuild-
ing Bonrd to re-consider ita decizion not
to recommend that funds be made avail-

vatublish  the ship
Neweastle. Wurther

hiad been advocated, 7 gpodstihnt
the whole matter i { ;

the Minister for b
tione (Mr. Makin):®

Anked why the Sfatstiie auld
not uo ahend withguuiths the
Shipbuilding Board 3 here

\\l']ere aimnfuf. insfpatabid@idil ieilties in
r, way of lany sthemaf at el dingz
'hm}. z}f\drﬁn ‘E"'i?fa i e

board,

My, Cahill ‘said g ight
to determing the %l ek for
materiala f=r shinbuldings t# pre
sent atlitude wagtmimtiiNedidhete was
no possibility of materials necessary for

shipbvilding heing made availablg for
work at Newcastle,

“The six machines requived for the
building of engines will cost more than

£100,000." hie said, “Oune i at present in
a shoo in Syvdney and is not being put
to,ite full use”

The Minister said that only toaday he
was appreached by a man whe wanted
to place an order far a tanker, The ship-
yard was fully eapable of building such a
vesael, but could not accept the ovder
without the approval of the Shipbuilding
Boawd, !

The Minister expressed his agreement
with the leading article in the “Newcastle
\%\loruinu Herald” last Friday, *“With the
ull support of the people uf Neweastle I
shall not relax my efforts to have the
ehipbuilding industry esbnbiish}d there an

;| 0 vermagent: basin’ he suid...{ .

BUILD MARINE ENGINES
AT DYKE END
CANBERRA, Tue&dny.—l*lmmpr. action

W being taken by the Government to
seoure an  adequate supply of marine

engines for hulls now l:mirnfi built in Aus-

tralia, The Minister for Munitions (Mr.
Makin) announced to-night that the first
factory to come into production, in addi-
tion to the firms of Walkers Lfm:bed; of
Maryborough (Qld.) and Thompsons, of
Cnatlemaine (Vie.), which arg now build-
ing marine engines, would be that of the
New Houth Wales Bhipbuilding Yard at
Dyke 1ind, Neweastle.

The Minister pointed out that a great
deal of equipment was already available
at Dvke Mnd, and that it could imdertake
repair and other work while it was being
expanded to undertake full construction of
Jarger engines than those now being buill
elsewhere,

It i8 expected that a”decision will be
reached almost immnedialely councerning
gites of proposed factoriet in Vietorin and
Queenaland, which are intended to enabls
coordinated production of hulls and en-
Kinea,

The Government is known to be satis-
fied with tha plans and achievements of
the Shipbuilding Board, and the Minister
to-night paid tribute to the “marvellons
adaptability’” of Australian workmen,
eapecially those engaged on shipbuilding
and munition work.

The engine building project, he said,
would be further prooi of the putstanding
ability of our workmun Lo meet every
emargency, The most nrgent fealure of
the shipbuilding programme wag Lhe power
unit and, “in tha projected factories, en-
gines would be built Tor the larger classes
of ships which were now a featura of Lhat
progranme.
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" DYKE END

SHIPYARDS

READY SOON

Rapld Progress Desplte Manyl
'Problems

5 " By a Staff Repnrter.—No.

Provided that the Federal Government and Commeonwealth
Shipping Board play their part, the new shipbuilding yard at New-
castle will be in a position to build one vessel within three months,
and at the same time proceed with the building of berths for two
standard merchant vessels, the first of which would be ready for
the laying of the keel in six months, and the second a few months

later.

THE placing of orders for naval

vessels is the responsibility of
the Federal Government, while the
merchant shipbuilding programme |
is the responsibility of the Com-
monwealth Shipbullding Board,
which also has given attention to
the coordination and inecrease of
facilities for a balanced production
of marine engines and hulls.

Recent eriticism at the vate of progross
made for the establishment of tho ship-
building industry in Newcastle is not
based on o comniote knowledge of the
positivn, for it is only 10 weeks since
the State Government appointed a Ship-
building and Engineering Lirector, In that
relatively short time much has been done.

Because of its mognitude and the ob-
vious problems nssociated with the re-
establishment of an industry in war time
when essopntinl material is havd to obtain,
the project had to be reconsidered as new
difficulties were confranted from time to
time, In vplace of & shipyard and en.
gineering works on separate -riles, ar.
rangemente were made to establish the
industry as a combined unit—a remark-
able achieyement - when nll factors are
congidered, 'Uhis decision naturally in-
volved n greal deal of eavefnl investiga:
timn and planping. The seeuring of -addi-
tional land iteelf was a big problem,

Other considerations were the provision
of suitable transport Famh!.mn for works
men and material, electric power inatalla-
tion, adequate supply of water, wharfage
and proper depth of water for the lnunch-
ing and berthing wf vessels,

Decirions on the extent and nature of
buildings and plant to be transfdrred
from Walsh Island to the new site at
Dyke End, necessarvily dependeéd wpon
cooperation and n%prm al by the Common-
wealth Shmmnz oard, \urh dne regard
to the board's wwn requirements, Thus
eontinned neotiations bhatween the heard
nm] the State Government were neces-

'E‘lm fach that the Government's pling
are mufficiently advanced to enable the
erection of engineering ehops and ehip-
yard 1o be under way is regarded hy
competent authorities as remarkable and
rapid progress

|out delay.

Dismantling «f  buildiogs  at Walsh
Taland and their re-erection at Dyke Mnd
is wlready well in hand, and existing plant
iz beine used in the production of ma-
terin]l reguived by the Ministry of Muni-
‘tions,  Pending the completion of the
(‘umnemlnu shops., arringements have
been marde to use all availuble plant for
the production of maring engine parts
i accordance with the bLuard’s oro.
gEramme,

Production difficulties under which the
Htate Government is Jabouring have been
indicated by the statement in Parlimment
by the Minister fur Works (My. Cahill)
who said that the Bhipbuilding Bourd
had relused to recommend the finunce
for the construction of ships al New-
castle, When it is renlived that complete
ship construction facilities, including
machine tools. overhead cranes having
sufficient capacity to build three vessels
in sevies, ave availpble at Walsh llund,
together with lifting facilitics to enabla
the bumediate equipping of one wiip-
bullding berth, the attitude of the Blhip-
building Board will be hard to understand,
While only one berth can be equipped
immediately, two additional bertha, lov
which spuces wera made available in the
completed Jay-out at the new site, can
be veadily prepared. 1t will be, nhvmua
that until the Bhipbuilding Board gives
a dofinite undertaking voncerning the
types and number of nhips it ia préparved
to order from the State Governmeut the
Govarnment will not be in a ponition
to procesd with the expeditious eatab-
lishment of its shipbuildin industry, The
fact that there is a need for a greater
cupacity of marine engine production is

rdly a renson 1.(: elay putting into
immediate use facilitics and matevial
whose pregent- (]a\ ueplacemeut value  ir
more than L] X ; el

The ‘present, ;u' .un at Dyke End is—

Foundations wiv being preparved for
tha engmemuu work.,  Coustruction of
these buildinga, which will pravide for
three additional baya of workshops to the
shops at “Dyke End, will bégin within
a month, and woark will be complated
within three or four menths.

Areas have bheen cleared and gegf
out for three shipping beérths an
way to provide for the construdtion nl
four vessels, This work will start withs
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i _Faundanuna ‘arés now being poured at Dyke End Cnmnglnm, and the .complete -plan: envisaged for & shipbuilding yard there
‘take shape. The photngrnph shows foundations- being prepared | for'the heavy: machine shap, which, m:mrdmz
itg) the State Government’s plan, will ‘nun” pqrnliel to ﬁc existing building seen in" the hackgruund

' P wcLARTY'= 'INSPECTE: PROGREbb
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WALSH ISLAND

- ‘Premier’s Assurance

¢ , Dismantling of plant at Walsh lsland so
far had been earvied out entirely by em.
ployees of the Publio Worke Department,

e Premier (Mr, Mekell) told members
of Neweastle State’' Assom ly of the Offi-
cial ‘Labour Party, The nase bly had
complained that contracts for the worlk

ad been Jet to private interosts,

It was anticipated, added Mr, Mekell,
that eventually the depnrtmenla’u_ ¢xistin
plaut would becoma fully ecoupied, wit
the assistince of additional labour., Fop
the early establishment of the shipbuild-
ing and  engineering enterprise, it was
éssontinl that the ussistance o contrac-
tors who spéciali Ju dismantling and
had trained men available should be util-
ised for dismantling part of the stee]
structure,

A# much of the work as possible would
he carried out by the Public Wor
Department, eoncluded the Premier,

assembly decided to press its refjuest
for the provision of wheat-bagging facili-
ties at Newcastle ullos, Mr. lﬁwkmu.
M.L.A., will again pot the matter to the
Minister for Agrieulture (Mr. Dunn). ,

Members disagreed with the contention
that shippers should Wowde for the bag-

ing, Mesars. 8, C, Williams and H. N,
co¢ snid the Government owed (b to he
Port of Newasatle to seo that the silos
wera equipped go that nhifpau should be.
encouraged to use the port.

fter diseussion of franaport problems,
it wua decided to agk the Commissioner:
for Road 'I‘ranlfort, (Mr. Neale) to meet,
a deputation tepreaénting all the party|
branches in the distriot, o s
. Tle rocén'ea!: of Mr. McKenzie, mail con-
tractor at Balt Ash, for a pérmlt to carry
fmenqers between Salt Ash and Btogk.
on will be supgorted by ‘the assambly,
iIb Wag etated that school children had
to wait two hours for conveyance to their |
[homet by the existing service. |
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USE

The ‘fltuling dock at ‘Walsh Island,. pictured partially submerged during the test sinking on Snlurdai,l +The dock is ready ‘fm‘,‘. !

use. (Story, Page 3.) J ) i

At Suﬁmerging of Floating Dock | .
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PLEASED WITH
“SHIPBUILDING
. PROGRESS

' The work being done now at
Dyke End, and the success of
Saturday’s sinking test of the
complete floating dock at Walsh
| Island was most gratifying to the
people who had worked for the
re.establishment of the shipbuild-
ing ‘industry, declared the secre.
tary of the Newcastle Shipbuild-
| ing Revival Committee (Mr, A

'R. Buckley) to-day.

“My commiitee s pleased that the
floating dock has been overhauled and

three sections, capable of playing a
part in the defence of Australia by
providing a doc kfor repalrs to naval
and merchant ships.”

Mr. Buckley declared that the pro-
posed work had been talked about
for some time, but it was Plenalng
now to see that the responsible Min-
|ister wag having it carried out,
| What had been dore would meat
]with the approval of the publle, but
he and his committee still wanted to
soe rhore energy put into the work
of fttm the shipyard ready.

The sinking fest of the floating
dock was an outstanding success, and
Ministers and technlcal experts who
withe It described the linking of
the third section as an engineering
achievement.

' Progress at Dyke End

Mr, Baddeley and the Minister for
Publle Works (Mr. Cahill) congratu-
lated the workmen who had tolled
long hours to assemble the dock un-
der trying conditions.

Mr, i1l said that difficult prob-
lems had been surmounted due to the
splendid devotion by all concerned.

Mr. Cahill also revealed that good
'mgreﬁs was being made at the Dyke

Everything possible was being done:
to speed up the project. More men|
had been put on and the appoint-
ment of princlpal officers was almost’
complete. B

is now, as a complete unit of the!

' SHIPBUILDING
i PLANS OF -
STATE GOVT.

SYDNEY: The State Govern-
ment is proceeding vigorously
with the construction of a sl-u_p_
vard at Newcastle, said lh.e Min-
ister for Works (Mr. Cahill) to-
day.

TT is seeking & loan from the Com-
,l rimnwealmg Government for the

k., ¢
ch;&t Newcastle at the week-end the
‘Minister saw the sinking of the float-
ing dock, which can accommodate
vessels up to 15,000 tons.

“We have orders foxr marine.engines
and dre hdpeful later a?ﬂget ing orders
for bullding ships,” sald Mr. Cahill to-
day. Y
“The Commonwealth’. Government
has fnanced the transfer of certain
machinery and the purchase of ma-
chine tools. We have recommended
to the Shipbullding Board, since the
cr!seam occurr(l:gédtha.t increased « facili-
tles rov : :

Mr. Caphin said that for the 'time
being certain machinery would be kept
at Walsh Island. .-
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OFFICERS FOR
SHIPYARD

Mr. Harding Plant
Engineer

The State Director of Shiﬁhui]d-
ing and Engineering (Mr. D, L. Me-

Larty) announced last night the

following appointments to' the New
South Wales Government Xnginears
ing_and Shipbullding “Fndel‘takiulr

"at Dyke-snd—

-Plant  Designing = Engineer: Mr.
H. D, Harding. .
Works Accountant: Mr. A. L
Cashman,

Mr. Hurdin% was  educated  at
Cook’s il Primary Behool and
Central Junior Techinieal School,
Eroadmeadow. During  his  early
vears with DMessts. Morison and
earby Lid., eugineers, al Carring-
ton, he attended night clnsses at
Newcastle Technical College,

. Mr, MecLarty said that Mr, Hard-
ing. was very capable, and had madea
rapid  progress in  his  profession,
“An @ Ind, ho served his spprentice-
ship  with Messs,  Morison and
Bearby,” said Mr. Melarty, “He
veached the menior position in the

"drawing office. At the beginning

of 1037 he obtained an appointment
with Reobingon Bros., general engi-
neers aund shipbuilders, Melbourne,
with whom he served three years aa
chiel draftsman. Late in 1040 he
war appointed to the post of chiel

draftsman ' to Mesrers., Kelly and

Lewis, engineers, Bpringvale, Vie-
torfa. He will bring with him wide
and varied experience in engineer-
fhﬂ." L e

Mr. Harding-i8 well known in
Neweastle,-where he was born,

I~ Cashmay _lhas been in the
-Public Service for 25 years. His
first appointmeént was at Parkes.
He obtained his fivat responsibla
position in 1830, when he was made
senior clerk  and  aceountant fop
the Water Supply Department at
Broken Hill. After serving in that

gition for five years, ha went
o the Head Office in Sydney. He
veturned (o Broken Wil Lwo yearn
agn,  Befors  his  appointment  to
the shiphuildivg  undertaking, he
wag  senioy  officer of the waler
sunply  and  sewernge  conetruction
work (Public Works Departinent),
He was engaged on aeveral importe
ant works with the TPublic Works
Department in vecent years. He is
married. :

Temporary offices for the under-
taking have been taken at the T.
and @, Building (third floor).

Phones ave B1501 and B130Z,

- . gl _]
SHIPYARDS POST |

NEWCASTLE, Sunday—The Stafe
Director of Shipping, Mr. D. 1a.!
MoLarty, announced to-day that Mr.
H. D, Harding, of Melbourne, had been
appointed designing engineer at the
new shipbullding yards at Newcastle.
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' FOUNDATION
STONE LAID

' AT SHIPYARD

|
{

_.. taking.

Pride in the workmen al.
a shipyard 'under the control:
of the NSW Government was
expressed by the Minister
for Public Works (Mr. J. J.|
Cahill), when he laid a com-
' memorative stone in the ad-
ministrative block to br
built on the site of the under-

The Premier of NSW (Mr. Mc-
1£elly) was an interested onlooker.

Among the large crowd of pub-
tle men who watched the cere=-
‘|mony werg the Deputy Premier
(Mr, J. M. Paddeley), Mr. C. C.
Lazzarini (Assistan{ Minister), the
gtate Director of Engineering and
| Shipbuilding (Mr. D, L. McLarty),
the Director-General of Manpow=
er (Mr. Wurth), the Deputy Di-
rector-General (Mr. Bellemora),
{he State Auditor-General (Mr. E.
H. 8wift), the Under-Secretary of
the Treasury (Mr, M, K, Weir),
the Under-Secretary for Publle
Works (Mr. 2. J, Ford), the Op-.
position Party Whip (Mr, How-
arth), representing the Leader of
the Opposition (Mr. Malr), and
other local Members of Parlia-
ment.

As Minister in charge of the
undertaking, Mr. Cahill extended
an officlal welcome to the visl-
tors, and mentioned that the Goy-
ernment was fortunale in obtain-
ing ns director for such an under-
taking a man of the fralning, ex-
perienice and personality of Mr,
D. L. McLarty. The Government
had every confidence in his judg-
ment and organising genius.

“Pleasing Architectura”

b part in the ceremony,” sald
Mr -éahul, “iz to set a4 commems-
orative stone in the administra-

comprise two storeys cons ructed
of @ combination of reinforced
conerete, brick facings and panels,
The portion next the works will
house the elerical staff on the
pottom floor, and Lthe drawing of-
‘ficg ' staff on the top floor, In
the remainder of the bullding will
be accommadation for the admin-
‘atrative staff, aud provision will
'be made for an up-to-date kit-
chen, dining-room, conference
room and the usual offices,
_“The completed bullding, which
s being designed by the Govern-
ment archifeet, will present pleas-
ing architectural features and will
| be in keeping with the spirit and
purpose of a great industrial un-
dertaking, !
“Plans have been completed and
work will begin soon on the con-
‘struction of the building for ac-
commodation of the employees,
We are proud of our workmet and
anxious to see that they shall have
the benefits of modern comforts.
8o this bullding for the workmen
will Ineclude a large dining-room,
complete with canteen mervice.
There will be a dressing-room and
\modern washing and bathroom ao-
{commodation.!’ The - Government

ing also, and it will present novel

{ive block, This bullding will|,

[architect has designed this build-
*prchite::turq} features. There will

“Have Kei&t Faith”

“Generally, this gatherlug is of
sufTicient historle interest for the
Government to have invited mem=
bers of all political parties, and
lenders of civie and public life, as
well ag representatives of Indus-
tries snd the great industrial
unions. Also, we have invited rep-
resentatives of the great daily
newspapers and have arranged for
a newsreel fllm to he taken be-
catise we belleve that such an oc-
easfon—the re-establishing of a
great enterprise—should not go
unrecorded.

“Wwe have ng deslre to make
| capital’ of the occaslon. All that
I.wish to emphasise is that this
CGovernment has kept faith with

the people. We have done what
iwe promised to do.”

" PREMIER
STARTS
NEW SHIP

- To erles from workmen of
“Bang her down, Bllly!” the
Premier of NSW (Mr, McKell)
. to-day drove the first rivet in
the keel of the first ship lald at
a shipbuilding undertaking un-
der the conirol of the Siale
Governmend.

Another workman sang out,
“You'll need a schooner afier
thig, Billy!" as the Premicr
manoegyred a hangin pneu-
matic drill info position and
with a tonch of a lever squashed
E v;'hllc-hut. rivet into the sicel
! keel.

|
|

Muany years ago, before he en-
tered political 1ife, Mr, McKell was
n hoilermaker in  the Eveleigh |
Railway Workshops. In  Lhose
days they did riveting with =
manually-operated hammer, bul
Mr. McKell showed this afternoon
thiat he could wield the latest de-
viee fusk ng well

The Deputy Premier (Mr., Bad-
deloy) and Mr, O, Lazgzarini, as-
sistant Minister, also drove rivets,
aned then one of the workmen at
{he plant gave a demonstration
of how he dlid ik, ; . X

Each was given a cheer,

Big Contract

i Belfore he drove the rivet the
Premicr traced the development of
the shipbullding yard and the dif-
fleulties that had been overcome,

He appesled to the workmen
for continuance of their loyal co-
operation, and said that there
would be plenty of work to follow
when the ship just belng started
had heen finivhed.

“We are major contractors now,
in building not only one or fwo!
ships, bul a fleet of ships,” he
declared, "We have now got an
undertaking that the construction
of 20 ships will be placed in our
hands If we can do the job.”

|
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STONE LAID
AT SHIPYARD

Pride in the workmen all
a shipyard {undér the control
of the NSW Government was
expressed by the Minister
for Public Works (Mr. J. J.,
Cabhill), when he laid a com-
memorative stone in the ad-
ministrative block to b
built on the site of the under-
taking.

The Premier of NSW (Mr. Mo-
Kell) was an interested onlooker.

Among the large crowd of pub-
lic men who watched the cere-
mony were the Daputyh Premier
(Mr, J, M. Paddeley), Mr. C. C,
Lazzarinl (Assistant Minister), the
State Director of Engineering and
Shipbullding (Mr. D, L, MeLarty),
the Director-General of Manpow-

er (Mr, Wurth), the Depuly Di-
rector-General (Mr. Bellemore),

{he State Auditor-General (Mr. E.
H. 8wift), the Under-Secretary of
the Treausurjgle (Mr, M, K. Weir),
the Under-Secretary for Fiiblic
Works (Mr. D, J,_Ford), the Op-
position Party W“‘E‘h (Mr, How-
arth), representing the Leader of
the Opposition (Mr. Mair), and
other local Members of Parlla-
ment.

As Minister in charge of the
undertaking, Mr, Cahill extended
an official welcome to the visl-
tors, and mentioned that the Gov-
ernment was fortunate in obtain-
lnE as director for such an under-
taking & man of the training, ex-
perlence and personality of Mr,
D. L. McLarty, The Government
had every confidence in his judg-
ment and organiging genius.

“Pleasing Architecture’
“My part in the ceremony,” said

‘Mr. ahill, “is to set a commem-
orative stone in the administra-

of n combination of reinforced

* "There will be a dressing-room and

cotierete, brick facings and panels,
The portion. next the works will
‘house the clerical staff on the
bottom. floor, and the drawing of-
‘fice staff on the top floor, In
the remainder of the bullding will
'be accommodation for the admin-
iistrative staff, and provision will
'be made for an up-to-date kit-
chen, . dining-room, conference
room and the usual offices.
phoine comssalcted building. which
118 being designed by the Govern-
| ment architect, will present pleas-
ing architectural features and will
be in keeping with the spirit and
'gur of a great:industrial un-
Lo ) : {
' “plans have been completed and |
swork will begln soon on the con-
struction of the bullding for ac-
.commodation of the employees.
We are proud of our workmen and
‘anxious to zee, that they shall have
the benefits. of modern comforts.
‘8o this building for the workmen
,will include & large . dining-room,
!complete with - canteen service,

‘modern washing and bathroom ao-

| commodation,. . The Government | -

architect has designed this build-
ing alse, and 1t will ‘present novel
architectural featuress Thare will
be verandah» accommodation so
[that on hot' days the men. may

tive block. This bulldin will |,
comprise two storeys constructed |

‘have thelr meals in the open ni_r

sufficlent historic interest for the
Government Lo have invited mem=-
hers of all pollbical parties, and
leaders of civic and public life, as
well as representativez of Indus-
tries and the great industrial
unfons. Also, we have invited re

resentntives of the great dally
newspapers and have arranged for
a newsree] film to be taken be-
cause we belleve that such an oc-

caslon—the re-establishing of s
great enterprise—should not go
unrecorded, l
“We have ng desire to make
| capital ‘of the occasion. All that
I.wish to emphasise is that this
Government has kept falth with
the people, We haye done what
we_promised to do.”

PREMIER
STARTS
NEW  SHIP-

To ecrles from workmen of
“Bang her down, Billy!” the
Tremier of NEW (Mr, McKell)
to-day drove the first rivet in
the keel of the first ship Iaid at
a shipbullding undertaking wn-
der the vontrol of the State
Government,

Am':l.hnr workman sang out,
“You'll need a schooner after
this, Bllly!” as the Premler
manoeavred a hanging  pneua-
matin drill into pesilion and
with a touch of a lever squashed
;:. \\]'Tuln-lmt vivet into the steel
eel,

Many years ago, before hg en-
tered political life, Mr. McKell was

Railwa, Workshops, In  those
days they did riveting with a
manually-operated hammer, but
Mr, McKell showed this afternoon
that hie eould wield the latest de-
vice fust as well,

The Deputy Premier (Mr. Bad-
deley) and Mr., ¢, Lagzarini, as-
sistant Minister, aiso drove rlvets,
jand then one of the workmen at
the plant pave a demonstration
of how lie did it J

Tach was glven a cheer,

Big Contract
Before he drove the rivet the
Premler traced the development of
the shipbullding vard and the dif-
fleulties that had been overcome.
He appealed to the workmen
for confinuance of their loyal co-
operation, and said that there
would be plenty of work to follow
when the shin fust belng started
thad been finizhed, f
“We are major contractors now;
in bullding not only one or two
ships, but a fleet of shlps” he!
declared.. “We have now pgot an
hndertaking that the consttuction!
of 20 ships will be placed in our
hands if we ean do the joh”

a hoilermaker in  the Eveleigh |
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“SHIPBUILDING INDUSTRY
. WILL STAY" .|

Al

Premier Drives Rivet in Ship at
New Yards g

Thig time the industry would
stay, and ships would be bullt
I} as elficiently and eco-
nomieally as anywhere else,
snid the Premier (Mr, MoKeoll)
yesterday, as he drove the flrst
rivet into the first ship to be
built by the undertaking undar
the control of the State Go-
vernment.

He added it was hoped that
the new industry would de-
velop into one of the most im-
portant shipyards in Australia,
Work to construct ships was
th%re if they eould carty it
out.

Rivels were also deiven by the
Deputy Promior (Mr. Baddeley) and
:i:aqn)atnnl Minister (Mr. C. C, Lazza-
rmi).

The Minister for Works (My. J.
J, Onhill), who has charge of the
undertaking, lnid the foundation-
stone of the adminiatrative huilding.

Both ceremonies were witnessed by
a large and vepresentative’ gathering.

Labour's Dream Realised

Bpenking before he dvove the lirst
rivet, the Premier said the caremony
was n preat day for Australia and
those associated with the' Labour
Party, for it vepresented the realisa-
tion of Labour's dvemm many years
ago that a great nhiq‘bulldmu centre
would be established, 'I'his dream
dated back to the time when Labour
men fivat visualised  the establish-
ment of the :udmtr\r, Tt was fit-
ting that they should pay tribute
to the moen who had been respon-
gible for that industry—the late John
Starey and the late Mr. Cutler, an
engineer, whose uamo wonld always
be remembered for his great work
in Public Works administration.

The Premier said that the lack of
vigion shown by these who had been

onsihle for the closing down of
snbther project had been indieated
by the parlous state in which Auvs-

tealia had found herself regarding
,shipptg|i1wh0n war was declurved, Mr.
1

Chure had asked for ships and
mora ghips, but when shipe were
urgently reqnired here it had been
feund some shipyards had beon almost
destroyed, S

“When 1 was a boilermaker—and
one of my mates is here to-day—I
and other skilled tradesmen were
selested hy the then Labour Govern-
ment to visit Tmgland to learn the

art of naval shipbuilding,” Mr, Me-

Kol added. “On our vatiun Cookatoo:
Taland, then a State institution, was
eatablighed, and ‘later was followed
by another shipyard owned by the

overnment. Workshops comparahla

with any in Australin were built.’

But later we found that there were
men who had ne regard for the
future of Auastralia, and rather than

rotect something of a national In-

est they clutroierl it. Deapite the
urgent need for ships these men did
not lift one finger to rehabilitate the
{ndustry which onee flourighed,
“Prom what wag once a repair shop
thare has been a marked transforma-
tlon to an induatry which will give
this nation every ship it is possible
to give. Thie industry is to become
one of the most important shipbuild-
ing. Pim- in Austra}l?. The time is
wnt faw Aiatant whan it will be build-

Goveriiient bud beguu w job which
would be completed thoroughly, Uften
it wns said that u Government unger-
taking could vot be made u: payuble
proposition,  Thus the sictes or
tadlure of thoe yaede would dapend ?“
the loyalty and coopuration ef, Lie
workmen, The Governmeny expectial
to recerve thawr full aupports

Ahere ds un abuudince of work
to be done,” ndded. the Premier,
“You men will not be haunted by
the lesr of pust yeava—that there
will not be any work after this job
is finished. We now are wmajor ghip-
building contractors.'

My, Melell euid there was com-
lele  cooperation  between the
E'udernl and Htate Governments and
the - Commonwealth  Shipbuildiug

Board.,

Mr., MeKell recalled that due of
‘the firat ahipyards under Government
control had been establighed in 1013,
Fourteen years latev u flonting dock
had been built. The two, sestions
Lhd been linked sinee his Govern-
went had been elected, The dock
Lnd rvendered great service,

At. the foundation stone cere-
mony, the Divector (Mr, D. L. Me-
Lacty) said  the ogension wus suit-
able to learn what progress had
heen made, The help veceived from
WIRDY 801CEs WS it‘m_tifymf and en-
AourRging. D%lsn Minister had been
the moving spivik of the Govern
ment’s work aud had proved to
an unfailing sonvee of wise counsel

Jfand inn{:irntlon to everyone engaged

in the building wp of the estsblisl-
ment. ; ; !

My, Cohill paid, the oceasion was
nisborie apd wai & tangible sign of
i promise made by the Premier 12
montha o . being . gucceastully  hon-
oured,  Judging - by . the. progress
nide i0-vecent months it would not
he Jong befure there was estdb-
lished completely ~an industry of
whioh they sould he proud.

My, Cahill paid a tribute ta- My,
MecLarty’s work in overcoming A
areat deal of prejudice and oppoxi-
tion, “1 know that this undertali-
ing will play a prom.inent part. in
the war effort b.v_‘.mving to Aba
tralia and’ the.Em‘pwe‘a e wh
are urgently required,” the Minia-
ter added. I hope it will become
g great an estublishment ug other
gimilar  Govebnnent nndertakings
many vears aza.”

New Buildings

The new administrative Lmildh?lu
will consist of two storvies and will

by conatvucted of n combination of |

rainforced  conerete, brick facing
and panels. The portion vear the

werks will house the elerieal stafl |

on the bottom floor, and the draw-
ing office staff on the top floor. The
remainder. will accommodate the ad-
mintstrative staff and will include
a modern kitchen, dining-room, coli
faronce ‘room and usual offices,
Work will begin soon on building
to mecommodate employees, to in-
cludo a,large diningrvoom and ean
teen  mérvice, dressing-room and
ample | washing _and bathroom ac:
commodation, Novel architectural
fentures will include vepandah ac-
commodation to permit merls to he
take& in open air during hot
weather. ¥
n important phese of the under
taking's work will be the constene-

1 itti near the
tion of 8 fittingout whart nesr Thl

i

¥
H‘

s whicli|

!
+
|
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‘¢¢STATE SHIPYA

b ey

TATE SHIPYARD
 DoowED”

* Socialstic, Says
Mr. Mair .

. BYDNEY, Tuesday—The ship-

buillding yard which the State
| Governngent had established
‘was a socialistle enterprise, and
' therefore doomed, said the
Leader of the Opposition (Mr,
Malr), speaking on the second
reading of the Government En-
?lneerlng and Bbipbuildlnf Bill
n ti’hte Leglslative Assembly to-

night.

Later, Mr. Mair paid o tribute to
'the Director of Bhipbuilding (Mr,
McoLarty). He said if he could
withstand the high pressure of La-
bour politics ' the shipbuilding yard
might suceeed.

“I hope sincerely that the enter-4
rige will be successful,” said Mr.
Tair, “but unfortunutely histo
has a  habit of repeating itsell,

e all kuow what happened to
Waleh  Island dockyurd,  where
'£1,000,000 was thrown inlo the put-
ter. 1 cannot conceive a eocialiatic
ruterprise similar to Walsh “lsland
suceeeding in peacetime.” ;

Mr, ' Mair said he was not re-
sponsible for selling Walsh Island,
but he knew why it waw sold—be-
cause it wag bankrupt and mori-
bund, But if it conld have been
sold ns o going concern it would
notlhﬂe been dieposed of piece-
meal,

He added: “When I visited Waulsh
Tsland, T was surprised to see it in
sich a state of dilapidation that it
was abaolutely depressing.”

Much of the machinery at Walsh
Taland was not wp-to-date, and the
oyes wera picked out of it when
it wna sold, e aunid,

Mr. Lang (Lab., Auburn): DBy
Japan, .

The Minister for Works (Mr.
Cahill): No, - o

Mr. Mair: T once said the Minis-
ter would never build a rowing boat
in hig new enterprise, and T don't
auppose he will ever forgive me for
aaving that. ¥

Whoever startad at Walsh Tsland.
[he continued, wne a dundethead in
the economics of manufacture. Men
had ta be transported Dy honts,
| electricity had to be earried under
witer, everv possible barvier one
conld imagine exigted thera. That

“Scorched Earth" at Walsh
\ Island

“Mr. Mair spoke for 36 minutes, |
and gave ne word of praise to the
work done by this Oovernment to
aid Britaln, Wa talk about freo-
tlom, but what freedom was thore
in the sale of Walah Island? It was
given away. If ever there was a
seorched enrth policy earried out,
it was at Walsh Island, Mr. M
said it wea being run at a loss.
i Whatever han boen loat alt Walsh
Island has been mors than repaired
by the benefits that we have gained
from it. We were up against some
of the pgreniest combines in this
,country, and yet we built wonder-

 ful sbiﬁ; there.”
{ Mr, Booth snid the Btate Govern-
i ment got no help from the Common-
wealth Government in establishing
ita new shipyard. J

{v{r. Mair: Have you built any ships
Yet? Y
Mr, Booth: Their name is legion,

Mr. Booth eaid it was untrue to
sny part of the floating dock hud
ever been moved to a new site,

“Wa need ships, but we have an
Opposition that won’t build them
(imply because it deseribes our ship-
bunilding yard as soecialiam,” added ,
I'Mr. Booth, The Leader of the
| Opposition has the holy horrora of
socialiam, but 1 say that private
| enterprise hag failed.” |
. Mr. Hawkins (Lab., Newcastle)
eaid Walsh Island had ' been wabo-!
tnged_ py the U.AP. Government |
The U.AP. did nol want the ship- |
building industry te survive, because
it was competitive with private enter-
prise. The Government's shipbuild-
ing: entnr%mu was not privileged to
get all the ataff it wanted when
men‘wera, wanted. Within the next
threa . or four months,” however, a
#hip  would be Ilnimched, — People
who ridieuled  what ‘was being done
in the Government yard were not
playing their part as good Aus-
tralians,

wns the reason he did npt ve-start
i '

The debate was adjourned,
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To the acc.ompanl'mem, of boat whistles and the cheers of thousands of spectators, a' new. war-""
ship for the Royal Australian Novy takes to the water after a launching ceremony at a New
South Wales shipyard. .

PO . .

Graceful Lines of
New Warship

" Premier and Shipyard Worker

On his' visit to & New South Wales shtigynrd which bullt a war-
®

ship for the Royal Australlan Navy, Premier (Mr. McKell)
congratulated one of %}f- %I‘;ie&b employees of the undertaking,
{ . W. Quan

Bully in a New BSouth Wales
shipyard, a new warship for the
Royal Australlany Navy begins
to move down the ways after
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Chis naval vessel, the first completely equipped from a NSW

Government Dockyard, was ﬂacepted for the Royal Australian

Navy by Rear-Admiral Muir elatl Gould at a ceremony this
morning. :

i

ADMIRAL SEES START
OF “GREAT FLEET” FOR

AUSTRALIA SHORTLY '

Before long"he hoped to see the beginning of a
“great fleet” for Auslralia, said Rear-Admiral Muirhead-

Gould at the Stale Government’s dockyard to-day. afler;
formally alcepting on behalf of the Navy a fully-'

equipped vessel just completed.
_ He declared that no matter what development there
might be in the air, Australia’s future would remain in-
extricably linked with the sea. People should become
more and more “sea-minded.” ' y '

“I hope” added the admiral, |yard that had produced such a

“that the T come | fine addition to the Navy must,
o cyaina oy ko the admiral said, be of greatest
value to Australin in the future,
He hoped that Governments
which might follow Mr, McKell's
would have the sense to con-
tinue the activitles of the estab-
lishment in the years of peace,

will realise’ that Australia is an
island, although a very largé one,
and that her future will depend

{Upon the sea.”

Still damp with paint in parts,
the recently completed vessel,

which frmed the subject of a
short ozremony to-day, was of
the corvette type.. It was handed
over by the State Director of
Shipbullding to the admiral be-
fore a guard of nayal men stand-
ing on deck.

Dockyard personnel and others
concerned In the completion of
the vessel, said the director, con-
sidered they had been privileged
to play m part in adding a mil t=
ing unit to the Royal Australlan
Navy. The ship had satisfactorily
passed 1ts series of trials,

After gigning the necessary
documents signifying acceptance
of the vessel by the Department
of the Navy, Rear-Admiral Mulr-
head-Gould mentioned . that to-
day was the fourth anniversary
of his arrival In Australia, His
first publlc duty on arrival here
he recalled, had been to receive
the sloop Parramatta from Cocka=-
too Dack.

“Incidentally,” he said, holding
up his walking stick, “this is made
out of her timber.”

The Parramatta had given won-
derful service until her end, with
many brave officers and men, in
the Mediterranean off Tobruk
while taking supplies to men of
the Ninth Division there. He hoped
her magnificent work would be an
augury for this vessel.

To Fight Japanese

“It may not be that this ship
will go to the Medlterranean,”
sald the Admiral, “but it is fair-
ly certain that she will go to
the nerthern waters of Austra-
lia, 'there to engage the Japan-
ese.”

After seeing reports from his
officers and overseers and mak-
ing a rapid Inspection himself,
he was satisfled that the vessel
had gone through her trials ex-
tremely well. She was well up
to the standard of others ‘he had
taken over,

- Congratulations were extended
by him to the NSW Government
for estaBlishing the shipyard,
sod %o the Direslor, managers

———




up his walk stick, LIS 15 Mikue
out of her timber.”

The Parramatta had given won-
derful service until her end, with
many brave officers and men, in
the Mediterranean off Tobruk
while taking .supplles to men of
the Ninth Division there. He hoped
her magnificent work would be an
sugury for this vessel,

To Fight Japanese

“It may not be that this ship
‘will go to the Mediterranean,”
sald the Admiral, “but it i{s fair-
ly certain that she will go to
the northern waters of Austra-
2:5 "there to engage the Japan-
After seeing reports from his
officers and overseers and mak-
ing a rapid inspection himself,
he was satisfled that the vessel
had gone through her trials ex-
tremely well. She was well up
to the standard of others he had
taken over,

« QCongratulations were extended
by him to the NSW Government
for establishing . the shipyard,
and to the Director, managers
and workers for the “jolly good
job"” they had done.

The Admiral then handed the
vessel over to a leutenant-com-
mander of the Navy, and ex-
pressed hopes for “a successful
campalgn and a safe return.”

I Prat

Present at the ceremony were
the Premier of NSW (Mr. W, J.
MecKell), the Minjster for Pub-
lie Works (Mr, J. J. Cahill), some
members of Parliament, and the
-Mayor of the municipality and
other prominent citizens.

At an Informal funetion Ilater,
Mr, Cahill said that in the estab-
lishment of the shipyard the
State Government had been im-
bued with the one idea of help-
ing the war effort. The Govern-
ment had now glven proof of its
ability to do this, despite crili-
cisms,

“We are satisfied” he de-
clared, “that Australlan workmen
can do a job equivalent to those
of any .other part of the world.
This shlp seems the best of sev-
eral T have seen In other parts
of the Commonwealth.”

Premier’s Remarks

The Premler deseribed the new
veseel as “‘some small confribu-
| Hon" by the Government to the
Ieﬂ'orts of the United Nations. The
ship was in the nature of a ges-
|ture to Australla’s gallant men
|of the sea, In the various waters
of the world, Austra.Ua's,nqwf( had
perhaps suffered heavler. losses,
in proportion, than any of the
other Allled nations. ,

“We hope in the future to
launch more ships,” he sald. “We
have lannched some. We have
built some for the United Staten
and for the Commonwealth, The
results to date represent a pretty
gooci effort for the time the In-

ustry has been in existence.”

He revealed that approximately
1,250,000 tons of shipping had
been r%paired at the dockyard.
About 230 ships had gone through
the dock, many of them over
10,000 tons. One was 14,000 tons.

Future Of Shipyard

* The Premlier pald tribute to
the pgreat spirit of cooperation
shown by Rear-Admiral Muir-
head-CGiould, and recalled with
pleasure, because of this, many
conferences he had had with the
admiral and other service lead-
ers in: the dark days when the
Japanege threat was looming
¥

large. ;

* Rear-Admiral Mulrhead-Gould,
touching on this in reply, said:
“At the time, It seemed Impos-
sible that we could improvise suf-
ficlently to meet the threat of
the Japanese."

| The establishment of the ship-
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The State Dockyard

The handing over to the Navy
by the State Government dock-
yard of a fully-equipped ship is
evidence of the sturdy growth
of an enterprise which was
begun under the most difficult
condltions, and In every eclroum-
stance of discouragement. The
record of the dockyard for Its
first year of work is impressive,
More than 1000 men are employed

phase of Australin’s war effort,
v and an annual turnover of £347,000
indicates that a sound basis has
been laid for future expansion. An
important subsidiary activity was
t&e docking or repairing of 98
1E_}ﬁnsﬂ.m;'t=.=1.u'ese;u’t.imz a turnover of

8
£

A good omen for the man-
ence of the enterprize is %gle net
profit of £25000 shown in the
first year, In wartime this may
not be ilmportant, but in peace-
time the dockyard will be subject
io the economlic tests which no
undertaking can indefinitely avold
merely because it is conducted by
the State, Its capacity to com-'
pete inst private ~ dockyards
Will be the measure of its success
and the condltion of its continu-
ance. The results obtained In
the f{rying period of establish-
ment, when development was as
important as produetion, and
when ship construction proceeded
while plant and bulldings were,
being erected, vindleate the falth
ond courage wWh which the
McEell Government ploneered this |
project in the face of many
obstacles.

all contributing directly to & vital

| Navyi@epts Warship
From State Dockyapg-"

A NAVAL VESSEL, built and

equipped at a New BSouth
Wales shipyard, was handed to
the Naval Department yester-

day.
Rear-Admiral Muirhead-Gould,
who accepted the ship on behalf
of the Royal Australian Navy.
complimented the management
and workmen of the yard, He
had looked over the vessel and
received reports of the ship's
(trials at sea. The set-up and
|performance of the vessel were
entirely satisfactory,

The ahip was launched last year.

The Premior (Mr, McKell), Minis-
ter for Works (Mr. Cahill), and
other officials accompanied Rear-Ad-
miral Muirhead-Gould,

The Rear-Admiral said the taking |

over of the ship marked the fourth
armmiversary of his arrival in Aus-

e ——

New Ship For
 Australian Navy

trulis. Mis first public duty ‘on
arrival was to necept H.M.A B Parra-
matta, ‘The Parramatta 'had’ given
%nqd service in the Mediterranean.

hile he did not expect thet this
vessel would serve in that sen,” he
expected she would be doing. noble|
service in the fight. kLS

He congratulated the Btate 'Gov-
ernment, Despite difficulties’ and
apposition, Mr. McKell had pressed
on with the establishment of - the
ghipyard, The production of the ship
must have heen extremely satisfac-
tory to him. Behind its buildin
was n dockyard, something whic
would be invaluable "to Australia.
He hoped that future Governments
would have the sense to see that
its work was carried on. T

Future Linked With ‘Sea |

No matter what development thera;
might be in the air, no matler if
there were air linera of 1000 tons,
Australia’s future would remain linke
with' the mea. “Before long,” be
said, “I hope to =eé, on paper af
least, the |!aki.mﬂiﬂi of a great fleat
for Australia. I hope that future
Governments will realise - that Aus-
tralia’s future and safaty will depend
on the sea, People shonld : become
more and more eea-minded,”

The Promier (Mr, McKell) paid o
tribute o Rear-Admiral. Muirhead-
Gould, the officers and men of the
Australian Navy., The handing over
of the ship, he said, was a mmall
contribution by the éuvemment to-
wards that service, 4
- Mr, McKell gaid there was a great
future for shipbuilding in New South
Whales. The re-establishment of the
industry “was one of the proudest
achievementa of his Government,
which had been complimented by
the Prime Minister (Mr. Curtin).
The yard in which the vessel had
Leen constructed had been converted
from a waste to a modern establish-
ment. The decay of lhiphulldlh21
throughout the Commonweslth had!
bean regrettabls, since Australian’

workmen had proved their outstand-’
ting ability as builders of ships. It
zpplied not only to steel vessels, but
‘o wooden ones built at small coastal
‘ports. It was their duty in the
‘postwar period to see that the in-
‘dustry, which was so valuable to
Australia, did not lnngui5)1 again.
| The Premier outlined the opera-
|tions of the yard since its incep-
tion, ite trading operations, and the
tonuage of shipping which had passed
through its floating dock. X
Mr, Cahill referred to the ship as
“MaKall’s haby.” The yard, he said,
hed Justified ite exislence,

Rear-Admiral Muirhead-Gould si Etgin papers and taking over for

: the Australian Navy a ship bu it a e -
arament Pinnkvard y With phh'rl is ﬂn%ﬂ%diguﬁelyﬁa.dl?sﬂr'
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SIX.TEEN -YEAR-OLD coneert pran-
jgk, Allison Nelson, would like
lo operate a luthe,

“They fuscinnte me,"” ghe anid yes-
terday. “L have always been.in-
tevosted in engincering Ehings,”

Miss Nelson was deeply inberested
Ly Jathes of all eizen when she vinited

at the Dyke End yesterday.

After a coneerto performance in
Brisbune Miss Nelson arvived in Now-
enstle yosterday morning for a con-
pert in the Uity Ilall to-night.

At the dockyard she tentatively
ssked how much one conormous Inthe
wonld eost.  “1t might be about
“£d0,000.” she woe told. Bhe decided
gl could probubly do without one.

Dockyard workmen paused to look
inquiringly at the slight, girlish figure
who treipped with youthful enfhusi-
asm hotwoen massive machines nnd,
missine  nothing, frequently slipped
awny from o shipyard offieial, Mr.
H, Harding, who was ghowing her
over the plant, for a eloser look, They
glopped for o fow minntes to oxplain
to her whot their complicated ma-
chines did and how they worked, She
watched with excitement workmen

" ALLISON NELSON WANTS TO
WORK LATHE

i & i s LEFRPIIe
L S S Ml Sl i e i e

20-ton and H0-ton overhead travelling

cranes, oShe followed with interest |
the whole process [rom laying out a
ghip in the shirwrighta' gection to
building it on the elips, :
The youthful pianiat mada frieuds
witlh one of the dockyayd cats. Next

Bhe has three at home.

A natural, wnassuming girl, with
pink ribbons on the loug plaita of
her fair hair, Miss Nelson charmed
peaple who attended a civie recaption
given by the Mayor (Ald. Norrig) at
the City Hall yesterday.

She had a rare holiday from the
piang until late in the afternoon, hut
after her visil to the dockyard went
to the City ITall for practice. Hhe
normally plays five hours a day, bul
when ghe is travelling makes up for
lost time &t e week-ends,  She
intends to have a bnsy day at the
piane to-day.

Mary Thomas (soprano) will be as-
socinted with  Mirs Nelson al to-
night's eoncevt.  Allen McCristal will
by accompunisb,

B T T T
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s'ﬂf's'H.iflé,B'uhlLDlNG AS A PERMANENT WAR-TIME INDUSTRY

k' L\

] desirability of shipbuilding being soundly established
as a permanent post-war Australian industry Is beyond
gqu&aﬁon.
| The modern vessel is a small but complete floating
"world of its own., ' Its production necessitates a greater
. combination of human_ effort than any one other product
of man and, accordingly, the successful establishment of
| ghipbuilding cannot but have a most beneficlal effect on the

* post-war industrial development of Australia,

't "4 The- times 8. most opportunes In eonaequencer of the
Commonwealth-wide intense shipbuilding war effort, Aus-
tralia is well equipped with sh:pbuildmg and its associated

| engineering production facilities, while Invaluable experi-
| ence has been gained in all phases of this most compre-

hensive of industries.

Mevertheless, creditable as the Auatralmu shipbuilding
war effort hag been, and valuable as 18 the resuiting impetus
given to the industry, much remains to be achioved helore
it can be expected to attain a footing satisfactorily com-
parable with that of long-established centres.

It cannot be too strongly emphasised that the estab-
lishment of shipbuilding and Its associated engineering
activities, on a basis which will compare sufficiently. favour-
ably with that of long-established shipbuilding centres, is
a long range and decidedly onerous task. Its successful
accomplishment neccssitates years of judicious planning,
sustained effort and employment of considerable capital, the

return on which will be dependent on governmental financial

aslstance to the extent found necessary during developmental
stages, and permanently to the degree necessary to balance
the effect of the higher Australian living standard, It will
tax to the utmost the combined resources of the Govern-
ments concerned, those responsible for the direction of the
industry and the various Trides Unions, the hearty co-
operation of whose members is essential to ultimate success.

To-day's highly developed and complicated design of

' yessels, varied in type to'efficiently imeet particular trade

requirements, is the result of specializsed effort, experience

- and research, International in scope ang extending over many

decades. ‘It essentially depends on accumulated data, the

. acquiring of which to the extent necessary to assure pros-

" pective shipowners that ships produced in Australia will be
equal to the world's best will impose, for some time at least,
a financial handicap on Australian shipbuilding,

Similarly, the high standard reached by long-established
centres in regard to the economiecsl production of hulls,
alternative Llypes of propelling and auxiliary machinery,
cargo handling facilities and the varied equipment of modern

! vessels, is also the result of long experience,’ enabling
| uneconomical practices and equipment to be gradually weeded

[ !

out, specialised equipment to be evolved and the functioning

| of staff and works personnel to attain that high standard

|

| experience can develop.

“The foregoing factors, together with the high degree
‘of cost-reducing specialisation in all phases of the industry
which the large demand in established shipbuilding countries
has rendered possible to a,much greater degree than ecan
be available in Australia, are indicative of the formidable
effort with which Australian shipbullding is confronted in
. endeavouring to place the industry reasonably in line with

T8

! its time and experience advantaged competitors.

! The task ig essentially a national one, involving, through
. the Government, national financial backing to an extent
' consistent with eflicient planning and effort.

The mutual Interests of the industry and the conserving
. of public finance necessitate lmiting the establishing of the
industry to Yards and Engineering Works not only specially
cequipped and laid out to ensure efficient production, but
also prepared to specialise in the industry on a relatively
" low profit margin basis. The total capacity of such estab-
! lishments should be so related to the anticipated average
demand as to permit of conmmity of production and
maximum employment of facilities in 'order to reduce the
overhead burden to a minimum and provide a satislactory
 basis for intense development of eflicient processing and
workshop practice.

of efficiency which only years and years of training and .

By

D. LYON McLARTY,
M.LE. (Aust.),

' State Director of
Shipbuilding,
New South Wales,

The Commonwealth Government has far-sightedly com-
mitted itself to providing a valuable basis for development
by authorising the Department of the Navy to proceed with
a substantial post-war paval building programme and the
Australian Shipbuilding Board with the construetion of a
considerable number of cargo vessels. On the use mado
of this oppertunity will largely depend the future of ship-
building in Australia.

In recognition of the dire necessity of contributing as
fully as possible t¢ maritime war needs, the Commonwealth |
Government, early in the war, constituted the Australian |
Shipbuilding Board for the purpose of not only co-ordinating |
and expanding existing facilities, but also creating entirely
new Works on a comprehensive scale in various parts of
the Commonwealth,

The Board has emerged with credit from a most
strenuous and difficult war establishment period during which |
its growing organization has had to cope with the almost
overwhelming task of simullancously co-ordinnling existing
facilities, planning and equipping additional facilities, and
at the same time designing and organising the production of
vessels largely varied in type and size. o

In common with Yards and Engineering Works which
have been assoclated with Australia’s impressive war ship-
bullding effort, the Board has overtaken many of its initial
handieaps, and g Tavourably placed in regard Lo successfully
undertaking its key responsibilities to thls national ship-
bullding effort. i

Australian shipbullding facilities are now considerable.
Apart from pre-war establishments, modern shipyards have
come into production, early in the war, in both South Aus-
tralia and Queensland.

More recently, the Government of New South Wales has
established a well-equipped Dockyard, which includes
Engineering Shops capable of producing the propelling
machinery for the Dockyard's designed capacity of at least
glx (6) hulls per annum. In addition, the Dockyard is
equipped to cater for a large ship repair turn-over in asso-
clation with the Government's 15,000-ton Floating Dock.

As hag been stated, the time is, therefore, most oppor-
tune. The co-ordinating organisation exiata in the® form of .
the Australian Shipbuilding Board. Sufficient, well equipped
Shipyards and Engineering Works, backed by exlensive war
production experience, are available, The demand for the
various classes of vesaels to meet the maritime requirements
of Australian and the adjacent Pacifie trade must for some
time be greater than at any time previously.

Accordingly, Australia may, with confidence, present its
revived production—*“Australian Shipbuilding"—on an un-
precedented scale, The play is sponsored by the Common-
wealth Government. The Producer is the Australian Ship-
building Board, The properties and effects are provided by
the several well-equipped Shipyards and Engineering Works.
The players are the personnel of these establishments. The
rehearsals have been strenuougly and thoroughly carried out.
The stage is well set. If all the members of the cast play
their parts worthily, a successful run is assured—RING UP
THE CURTAIN !
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' cemsful production of ships,” he said.
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Assured, Says.Mr.
7 "% Makin ©:l0 S

' The polioy'.of: the Commonwealth
Government, plua the strong support|
%wan by the Labour Government in
ew Bouth Wales, uﬂurad-ﬁhg‘futura
of the shiphuilding industry in ' Auas-,
tralia;’ said “the nister : for  Muni-
tiona and the Navy (Mr, Makin)in,
Newcastle on Baturd, VLRI ey
The Btate Dockyard .in Newcastlg
had made & valuable war contribu-
tion, not only in—the 'shipbuilding,
but alto in repade work, | 0T
“I am wure that this d &k?r ‘will
| have its full ‘share in ang"a IPbuild-|

ing programme that may be ‘carried )| .

on in peace,” said the Minister, ¥ |

Engineer Reap:Admiral P."'B. Me-
Neil, Commonwenlth Director ' of
, Bhipbuilding~ and Third Member of
“the Naval Hoard, said the, futura of
the indusiry depended upon the qual-
ity and costs of ships built in Aus-
tralia. A good mereatitile marina was
a8 important to a.country as any
arm'” of the fighting  services. It
would be the duty of the Commnion-
wealth Government or Bhipbuilding
‘Beard to design ahips of high quality,
and ocosta essantial to ‘mest compeli-
tion' woyld ‘deperid upon the men. on.

T2 Nz S T

thgigiobe.s T8RS o
‘Must Speed -Production
“Af present there are aigns of war

weariness, but-now iz tha time to
gepeed up things to ensure the suc-

“If the Australian workman givea an
lioneet day’'s work for an honest day’s
pay, I have' no fear for the future
“of this industry.*- " = [} ’
[ Mr, A 8. MeAlpine, & member of
'the Bhigbuilding' oard, urged price
atabiligation for” the ‘ah{pbmlding in-
dustry, 'He disagreed with those who
claimed ‘that” it would be necessar
ito subsidise’the 'Australian indhstry.
i The monarf.tian shown by industry’
f ‘Australin “in ' times of
yneed had resulted in a great war ef-
ifort, ‘which, i repeated “in peace,
gwouid aspure Australin’s future in
all Phum of industrial astivity, ﬂ-teaﬂ
could ba bought cheaper in Australi
(g:g?'i_t could be produced in Great
Tl SR X 1

i_, Ha 'believed that Australian’work-
med could build ships’just ‘as cheap

(and ;a8 good &p any other country.

- - i_]_"‘

Drives First Rivet
R /) Ship’sf'Kee_:l

Mr. G. Hooth, M.LA.

g biks i S g e

AP P P T

the first rivet in the keel of &' ',

*
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Newcastle Third -F

i
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Commonw'e“f th
i @}ﬁ“: i

Fnrx the past ﬁveaymu.'Nawmtla hnd Tnnlr.ed, thhu th;fd

This fn,c.t in disclosed ln a st.at.e- b 'mmse lmpmvemema tagnt.henwtth
ment iszued by the Premier (Mr. Me- docking and ship repairin;
Kell), Before the war Newcas & had, of “the  Btate Dockyard,” a.cad
ranked as the fourth port. Sl city ‘In" a8 v favorable
There was no reason, the Premier | maint ain’ e and- mdupt.rvu It. ﬂ
gaid, why Newecastle should’ nut ra--i proqpnmua level. =13
tain' this position, but it ;H i - 3
tial to_ plan now to' meet- eds u”fcr :
the full devempment of “the ‘harbor
and lts facilities i T,
The Bt:{t.a AGnvel;nn;:nt‘s ?i'n- 1
. gramme A" prior postwar/ ¥
works 'included ' expenditure -nl.'m
. £90,000 on new: whnrw:u and sheds
. :and’ the mnew | Stockton 'Ferry .
‘o 'Whart, Estlmnted cost: of. _m;,’ i
i platml .‘I'Dl'kl "wn.t E130 MD, R

,NEWG STLE "MORNING HE ", SATURDA H NOVEMBER : 5

e B

3 ?Hm’ ‘u.s. .merchmt sth. .

1"“ ‘Augustus ' Thomak * (7178 |

.‘mm). will undergo trials off |

Nmaatle to-morrow, following ‘

‘extensive ‘tepairs at the Stat : §
ard in: the  past, '!Wul :

7 “mThe:'sn‘.lp was sunk during the'|
;Luzon' campalgn early last year. ,
’“ll"or gome time it was regarded
.a87a total loss because an aerial’
‘ﬁnrpndc 'had caused’ gubstantia
it dnmaga to the engine room, ma- L
r,‘nina “and hull, v
an.ter howavar, the, ve&aﬂl WAl |
i vefloated ‘and ‘towed to 'New- ] ;
lEﬂBuB wherndt arrived on May,1
u ; L

2. 2
The Sta.t.e 'bockya.rd had to | . .
| rahuild Darﬁa of ‘the yessel :and

__________ Antdiama aanaad 'hku Tha




) ¥in Newonstls {8 a record

‘mdllrnﬁ.vbunpmkd

THE NEWCAS

‘ﬁ:‘\

e State lDockyard
“:‘he re-pgtablishment | ot nh!p

nt sbriiant - improvisation* design-
¢d to obtaln quick results while
Jdaying ‘s sound- foundation for tha
cwnum.in deval nt of the in-
dustry: '/ Thers 1s & ‘touch, ol ro:

miante In tha cohjurlu,: up M F
well-ordered nhiprn.rd out of un-
consldersd . tr In the ruins
of Walsh mam thi eyes of which
out, was
found much material "Which waa

‘| of oritice, man

stiil gervicenbls and which could
ibe adapted 1 %
-enterprise started as a mljm‘
vage operatlion. It was handl
lmﬂd b bﬂnh by lack of madh
tools' and other - equipment,
| but 16 wll buﬂb up bit by blt'and
phnu It;r iplece wa new or maqnﬂ-
t'became avallable.-
{mmnl dl ﬂcult.y wu nnt méare ‘z
Ell ; -but ' bull
Ing uhl whuu it waa ‘in proodes
of dey opmtn for ships’ were ur:
| geritly: ‘nesded, ¥ md’; those whq
fonesred! the second’ Industry” in
HNewsnstle could ot wait \for i
complats ll'ﬂm'ﬂ‘d 40 begin, p
d“g Fioe” W perlod: o0t
uring pé (OKperl]
_ment .:-ﬁg m%hmmmgam e
nmﬂ a strong b
nomis short-cuts,” Bub

[
the Btats Doukyn-rd ald rate
tumaldulntmlnu.l
would " ba” permanen
‘pay ita way in’ paamumn‘
that readon, Walsh Island vmura-

ted In - fav of in ’J.nlm
i?t?a wit;h i:o o'u.;'md !‘lﬂ a0oess

makin, fmw lower| ' produsiion
costs, eoinion ‘to! ﬂomhlm the

m!lﬁ!

en:lnnorinx works and shipyard at |

Dyke End,’ muin.d of . put one’
ab Dyks lh and nﬁhl nhhgr af)
|Carrington, has led to’ the estab::
lshment of’ ;’wmpm plant bl
“enough to'meet the demands likely
to bs mads U it, ‘yet  small
ehough to make for conysnient
‘and pannnmlna.‘l  working~ at- a
nmpmtlvulv {low capital cost, on

which the Auditor-General
bolnts m.it ‘the dockyard has been
able fo provide interest as well aa
.earn a nekb. pmﬂb of 2150,090 m m
'short life

The vm&iumnn o! this poliey ls
that an industry g
repairing ll‘.llpt ms been ¢utt.h-
lished on & footing which can &l
ready be regarded as tho least semi-
| parmanent. It had a multitude
of whom regard:
led it with scepticlsm and stlll more
/a8 & mushreom growth which
.would not surviye the war, , Yet
it is paying ita Way and is wall
equipped to meet post-war com-
petition. The policy of the man-
agement 45 reallstlc, and the In=
dustry is not cloaked In comfort:
ahle illusions. 'In an address to
the Newcastls Division of the In-
 atitutlon of - Enginesrs, Australla,
at the end of July, Mr,” MoLarty
was at palns to point out that
shipbullding in ‘this country was
*,in ita"infancy end had ‘to over

such ‘handleaps as -a‘‘ralas

5ttva1y smal]’ pamat.!mc ‘market,

f.hn lngk of cinllsation ‘which
(British ship! ﬂini hes develop:
ed over many years, and 'higher

coats of production. Yat he reach-
ed the oconclusion that the 're-
‘plagament of nearly’ obaclate: ton:
nage and the average rats of nor-!
‘mal replacemant’! in' Australian
shipping offarad a substantial bﬁ
r of employment for facilities wh

jwere mi 1y eq mddu-‘

MORNT NG

-

SATURD

' The Commonwealth haa mxm

. ed the pollcy’ of subsidising rmer- |
chant

ding {f necessary—

ns it will be, at least during the

developmental  stage—and Tesbry:

ing the inter-8tate conatal trade

|for Australlan-bullt ships.. The

ltical conditions for suoccess

| avo therefors been anbn.h:llahad
|1t remains for the Industry’
secure that /economy In pmd

unn and cmmw for deslgn wh.lnn
il conm-

i1l place it on
mamls.l Inﬂti-mt )
Tha  task is: nct an ul
but it can bé accomplished,
Btate ownership of the Ntwﬁuﬂn
dockyard will
rather’ than & handicap If all
oo e, £ e 7
up olr I L]
‘ gensland Labour Minister ones
atiributed the failure of hin Clav‘-
\e:*.mhanth “Btate enterprises.

llﬂllhﬂ

Onﬂ

.t.wo causas—a” disposition” en t,ho

| part of employees to assiima that
'becausa they worked for the Sbtate
mty could ra.k thinga easily, and
olination “of * politiclans - ‘to
mm the enterprises with Ansult
'n,hla workmen,” ‘Both ‘thes ’n mp=
tatlons have been vesisted in New-
‘castle. dockyard. | It has s skilled
nd'loyal staff, it haa' aatablish:
ed & tradition -of which it is jxqt.l-
flably proud’ and which {7 1s
am;mus to maintain, and its outs
E:‘ ‘both In_quentity and qumay
‘been; aussmndlqgly
m ver ' difficulties - may 11
il

%nnhipbu.udmi industry,
uu HakiiTuily m’u ammunuly

inrNawcastls
A8 mhm e e )

be an -advantage |
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‘*LFQ}' ‘some it ‘was regs.rdeq
u«l total loss because an aeria
‘had ~caused - substantial |

’-dmsa

.chinery ‘and “hull,
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da e caused b¥ the !
AT i} E“b

r A 3
Mgmzwhxn

i---i------;h-------u-l

!

‘to the engine room, ma- :

i

')
[}

1

o

NOVEMBER, 1




NEWCASTLE "SUN, THURSDAY, 13TH DECEMBER, 1945

TR ]

HIP. REPAIRSZAT.
_QCKY*AR DS

;Mr .‘rding:‘. .
new ship
tﬂ“ﬁﬂ s%ﬁeo$




Newcastle University Open Foundation Course

Australian History

Term 3 Research Assignment

TOPIC: The History of Ship-Building and
Ship Repair in the Port of Newcastle.

1000 words
NAME : Esther Galbraith
DUE DATE: '25th August, 11989.

Lecturer: Margaret Henry




The history of ship~building and ship repair in Newcastle goes

back to 1818, Only a few ships were actually built in Newcastle

in the early years, It was mainly private ship-building that was
carried out there. 1,

Mainly due to the coal industry ships had to be built and repaired
in the Port. In the 1850's there was an upsurge of ship-building
in New South Wales, With the discovery of gold many people left
the cities and rushed to the gold fields to make their fortuns.

Due to this goldrush there was a shortage of labour and therefore
the manufacturing industries suffered. 2,

There were very small shipping yards at Platts Channel, Mascheto
Island, Bullock Island and Honeysuckle Point. The most significant
shipyard was situated at Stockton where in 1856 two shipwrights
leased a site for the construction of a slip., It was completed and
operational in June, 1862, It employed fifty men at the time but
closed down in the mid 1860's, 3,

In 1B69 D. Macquarie bought the slip from the two former owners and
continued ship~building and ship repair work until it was finally

abandoned through lack of financial support. 4.

1+ Turner, John, Manufacturing in Newcastle 1801-1900.
Newcastle, 1980,

ps 21

2, 1bid p.39.
3. Tbid p.45.

4, Ibid
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In the 1870's the colony's ship=building saw another upsurge. It was
at Stockton where the major work was carried out. The shipyard
changed hands many times, In the 18B0's it took another decline

due to colonial trends. The change in the depth of the harbour due
to shoaling around the Stockton foreshores caused problems,

and thus put a halt to the repairs of larger ships. During these
earlier years many attempts to build a large flosting dock were

made but due to lack of funds it never eventuated. It was not

until lester years that one was constructed. 5.

A local newspaper editor stated that the reason for the rise and
fall of the industry in Newcastle of the early days was that the
yard owners were unambitious and were content with building wooden
seaworthy coasters,

In 1913 Welsh Island was developed by the Federal Government as

8 dockyard mainly because of World War I. The dockyard covered

four hundred acres and had twe thousand feet of wharves, It was
built of spoil dredged from the harbour to make a channel to the
site on which the steel works stands today, Walsh Island was named
after Mr., H.A. Walsh, second President of the Hunter District wWater
Board, He wae an drish man with a distinguished academic career. 6.
The Island turned out a number of sizeable vessels. 5ix smaller ships
that were known as the "D" and "E" class ships were built, These

were humarously referred to as the "Billy HughuH'Flaet".

5. Armstrong, John, Shaping the Hunter: The Engineering Heritage,
Newcastle, 1983,

6., MNewcastle Morning Herald 17.6,.1950.
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Also the main components of the No. 1 Blast Furnace of the B,H,P,
w::bﬁunstru:tad here, It went into service in 1915 at the

steel worka, As well as the ships and B.H.P. cnmpnnants}hxidgas

were constructed here, government requirements, main roads and water
supply authority requirements., During the war artillery shells

were produced as well as components for aircraft. 7.

An aerodrome was established on Walsh Island embracing three runways
each one hundred and sixty feet wide and two thousand five hundred feet
long. 8.

It was officially opened on the 21st December, 1929, The first

plane to use it &t the opening ceremony was an Australian Airways
Plane, This was also the same day that the floating dock was
officially opened. 9,

The aircraft component production never really went into mass
production because of the termination of hostilities in 1918. 10,
Most people employed on Walsh Island were Newcastle residents
ulthougﬁ:}aw were from different parts of Australia, In 1926

walsh Island was commissioned by the New South Wales Government to
build =11 steel railway carriages for the then developing Sydnsy
Underground Electric Service, They were produced there until closure

in 1932, They produced £ carriages a week. 11,

7. Taped interview with Harry Herding, Retired Managing Director
New South Wales State Dockyard, 6,7.1989

8. Newcestle Morning Herald 30,11.1929,
9. Newcastle Morning Herald 21,12,1929,
10, Interview with Mr. Harding.

11, Ibid
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The floating dock wae built for the emergency docking of damaged
ships, The Commonwealth contributed a third of the cost and it was
to have priority of use. 12,

Lebour problems started primarily because of the transportation of
employees from Newcastle to the Island, The employees thought

they should travel free of cost in their time. Then a tramline

was extended to the wharf for them which the men refused to use. 13.
Eventually Walsh Island closed during the depression in 1932, A
public auction was held to sell the plant,

It was until 1941 that Walsh Island lay dormant and idle., Then the
Federal Government decided to rebuild the industry in Newcastle, 14,
They looked around to find people capable of achieving this aim,

It was then they found Mr, D. Lyon~McLarty who had the expertise
necessary to do the job, They also employed the services of

Mr., H. Harding to get the industry established, 15,

The first decision to be made was where the dockyard was to be
located, It was decided to re-locate the dockyard at the Dyke-End
Peninsula., The equipment was dismantled and demolished then loaded

onto barges and floated down the river to the peninsula,

12, Ibid
13, Ibid

14, Armstrong, Shaping the Hunter
pe.34

15, Taped interview,
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The designing and setting up of the dockyard came about very
quickly because of the Japanese activity off the coast. 16.

Many ships came into port with shell and mine damage. It was
never anticipated that the dockyard would become the industry it
had been after the war, Mr, H, Harding's time had come to an end
at the dockyard but due to the emergency this time was extendsd.
Mr, Harding eventually became managing director of the New South Wales
State Dockyard. 17,

After the war Newcastle harbour was in a poor state and a number
of dredges were built to dredge in the harbour, Vessels were also
built undexr subs:i.cly1 The first being built for the Union Steam
Ship Company. Then in years to come there were many built for

the Australian National Line., GSome of the earliest vessels were
fuel and bulk carrying ships but then they went into trader type
vessels and specislized service vessels, The first trader type
vessel was the Bass Trader which travelled between Melbourne and
Devonport in Tasmania, This ship was propelled by engines that
were compact and complex,being able to be repaired at sea. 18,
There was a shortage of electric power generators for domestic
requirements after the war. Then in the late 1950's early 1960's
there were blackoutssituatiens, Once again the dockyard had to be

called on by the government to build generating plant equipment,

16. Ibid
17, 1Ibid

18, Ibid
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The dockyard took out licences and acquired designs from recognized
manufacturers in England. 19.

The dockyard employed over two thousand four hundred people,
primarily men, but many women were employed in the ancillary services
such as the canteen, office and ambulance rooms. Ship=building
people were recruited from England, Secotland and Ireland. Four
hundred families and two hundred single people were Hsught to
Australia, 20,

A housing centre was established in Carrington where surplus war-time
accommodation was used., Huts were brought from interstate; these
were formerly air force personnel accommodation, Families were also
taken to Rutherford, Altogether between three hundred te four hundred
families were accommodated, 21,

The dockyard organized free bus transport for their employees each day.
22,

A system was introduced after the war for the staff by way of a
profit sharing agreement, Two thirds of the induatrie; profits

were distributed as = bonus to the employees in their weekly pay
envelope., This created a problem with the unions, They did not

want it to be seen as a bonusj they wanted it seen as an over award
payment. This scheme prevailed at the dockyard for 15 years., The

first year it represented 30 shillings. 23.

19. Ibid
20, 1Ibid
21, 1Ibid
22, 1Ibid

23, 1Ibid



Then because of various factors the industry stopped making a
profit and the scheme ceased, The Government offered the
dockyard an order for two, two thousand five hundred ton bulk
carrying ships in 1975, Due to the conditions that went with
this contract the offer was refused. From that time on the
dockyard deeclined further into a loss situation until the
Government decided to close the industry down in 1986, 24.
The shipebuilding industry in Newcastle has had a history of
rise and fall from the very beginning, MHistory has repeated
itself twice, It seems through experiences of the past that
ship-building and ship repair industry in Newcastle has prospered
mainly in times of emergency conditions. At the present time
there is no government ship=building and repair industry in

the port of Newcastle.

24, Ibid.
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My name is Esther Galbraith - today is the 8th July, 1989. I'm doing the Open
Foundation Course at the Newcastle University. This morning I'm interviewing

Mr Harry Harding, retired Director of the N.S.W. State Dockyard on the history of
the New South Wales Government Shipbuilding and Ship repairing activities in the Port
Of Newcastle. I'll leave it over to you Mr Harding.

Yes. By way of introduction I perhaps should mention that I am a Newcastle born
and educated man. I served my apprentiship with a very old established engineering
industry in Newcastle called Mornison Bearby where I acquired marine & mechanical
engineering and structural engineering groundwork and experience and I moved to
Melbourne for five years where 1 was Chief Engineer of a very large old established
marine engineering company there and when war came I was recruited to return to
Newcastle to assist in the re-establishment of the industry in Newcastle.

My memory - I was born in 1913, coincidentally the same year that Walsh Island
Government Dockyard establishment commenced and again coincidentally the same year
that B.H.P. commenced building their works at Port Waratah. So that I do as early
as a child in Newcastle remember memories of the commencement of these industries
and indeed in 1920. In April 1920 my parents took me to Walsh Island Government
Dockyard to witness the launching of the "Eurelia" by his Royal Highness, the Prince
of Wales. Little did I then realise at the age of 7 that I would become involved in
that industry in later years.

The Walsh Island industry I learned in later years and indeed during my apprentice-
ship years and after years at Morrison Bearby, when Walsh Island was still operating,
I learned quite a lot about the industry at that time. It participated in the war time
effort during the First - World War in the building of smaller ships and indeed it built
six what were known as "D" and "E" Class ships. The "Billy Hughes Fleet" was

the humerous name given to them and one of these as I mentioned the "Eurelia" was
the one launched by his Royal Highness, but the Walsh Island industry grew and

as I mentioned earlier interestingly among their other production activities they
assisted in the building of the B.H.P. Steelworks. In fact they did fabricate

the main components of the No. 1 Blast Furnace which went into service in 1914

or 1915 at B.H.P.'s works. As well as building ships they also built bridges

and other government requirements, main road or water supply authority requirement
and they thrived duringthe iaformative establishment years and grew to the stage
where they employed some 1500 or 2000 employees in fact. During the war too

they went into ammunition production. They were producing shells for artillery
purposes and they actually became involved in the manufacture of aircraft. They
were intent on building small biplanes for service in the First World War and

in fact they planned to have a landing field on the Island for them and they

gave up some of their wor-hslwp area to the production of these aircraft but they
never really went into mass production because of the termination of hostilities

in 1918. It is interesting though that they had people there well trained and
experienced,competent to enter into this variety of employment.

Were they from Newcastle, these people ?

Yes. All Newcastle trained and developed people. I think they may have recruited
some people from other parts of Australia but of course under war time conditions

g



they could not bring the experienced people from the United Kingdom and other
places of that type for the industries so they had to make do with what they

had to train here in Newcastle. After the war finished there was no active support
governmental or political support to keep the Island going. They had to go looking
for work and they became involved in all kinds of, as I mentioned earlier, bridge
building and hydroelectric schemes which kept the yard together for a period

and then in the mid 20's they were commissioned by the N.S.W. Government to
build all steel railway carriages for the then developing Sydney Underground
Electric Service and many of the cars that they produced at Walsh Island from
about 1926 or 1927 until about 1932 or 1931 may still be seen in service in Sydney.
They actually achieved a production rate of 6 carriages a week which was very
much to their credit in those early years. But because of the paucity of work

to keep the place going the Government, the State and Federal Governments,

did come to the agreement that there should be built a floating dock which could
be operated at Walsh Island for the docking of (emergency docking) of damaged
ships and ships to be repaired and so on and part of the agreement was that

the dock, the Commonwealth having contributed a third of the cost were to have
first right of use of the dock in times of emergency, war emergency, it had to

be available for naval dockings. So under those conditions the dock was built

in three sections which can jointly as a single unit have a lifting capacity of
15,000 tons which the largest ship that was then planned to be able to dock wasithe
"Ceramic" although that ship never entered Newcastle and was never docked but
the ships approaching the same size were in later years docked at the dock.

But notwithstanding all those attempts to keep the yard going there came at time
in 1930 when the dock was running at a loss despite the fact that it had been
given a 10% state tendering preferential arrangement, in otherwords they can
gquote $1,100.00 for a job which someone else might quote $1,000.00 for and they
were still given the job because of the 10% preferential. But despite that the
yard was not trading profitably, it was also bedevilled with labour problems,
primarily in relation to the transport of men from the city of Newcastle from the
mainland to the Island.

How did that get there ?

By ferry boat and there were arguments whether the men should be travelled

free of cost in their time or at the Company's expense within working hours.

But any rate there was a lot of bickering about that and there were attempts
made to allay that problem. In fact the then Steam Tram Service in Newcastle
which terminated at the B.H.P. Head Office. The tram line was extended right
down to the wharf at Port Waratah where it was only a matter of 600' across the
river to Walsh Island with the object of shortening the travelling distance and
having a ferry there or a launch transport but when the Steam Tram Service

was introduced labour even refused to use it and they still persisted in being
transported from Newcastle from a wharf which was generally in the position of
what is new Queen's Wharf via ferry to Walsh Island so the dockyard after about
20 years of operation it had built some 80 ships of differ"nt kinds mostly small
ferries including ferries for the Sydney Harbour crossing service one ofwhich,

the Kutbabu/, became famous during the last World War because it became a training
ship for Navel personnel at Garden Island and it was struck by a torpedo fired
by the midget submarine when she entered Sydney Harbour during the War and
killed some fifteen or eighteen persons, but those are asides, so that Walsh Island



a:ctually closed down finally in 1932 and became a dormant island of industry,

idle industry, and so it remained and the floating dock which had only recently
been completed remained tied up at Walsh Island, only occasionally used by arrangemer
through the Public Works Department used by private ship repairers who occasionally
throughout the year who would get a docking to do and they would hire the dock
for that purpose but substantially the dock was idle and not properly maintained.
What happened to the employees ?

The employees were disbaned progressively, many of thems were engaged by other
Newcastle industries including 8.H.P., a lot of the shipbuilding skills were lost

in effect by those men becoming engaged in other industries and so we went
through a period of approximately ten years of idleness at Walsh Island before
early in 1941 the Labor Government during electioneering attempts was restored

to power in Newcastle and the then Premier, William Mc Kell and the minister

for Public Works Mr. | J.J. Cahill M.L.A. promised that they would re-establish
the industry in Newcastle and true to their word having been elected into.office

in early 1941 they decided with the war activities being as they were then, they
decided they should re-establish the ship-building industry in Newcastle.

Did you say that all the equipment was sold off from Walsh Island ?

Yes, between the time that Walsh Island was closed down and the State Dockyard
came into existance there were three for four auction sales held on the island

and quite an amount of the plant was sold. Typically B.H.P. bought some of

the cranes and one or two of the buildings there to form to nucleus of their yard
at Whyalla, the ship-yard in South Australia and that was in 1937, 1938 and 1939
and also Evans Deacon who developed the ship-yard in Kangaroo Point in Brisbane,
bought some of the plant. Other articles of the plant were distributed to various
companies so an amount of it was lost to Newcastle as a consequence of those
sales, However in 1941 the Federal Government having promised to rebuild the
industry in Newcastle then looked around to find people capable of achieving

this aim and they were fortunate in employing a Scotsman by the name of David
Lyon~-McClarty who worked in ship yards in the United Kingdom and also in Hong
Kong and who also worked as a draughtsman at Cockatoo Dockyard in Sydney.

He was engaged as the State Director of Shipbuilding and engineering in the

latter part of 1941 and he was to push permission in effect to either rebuild the
industry on Walsh Island or determine whether it should be moved from there

in the light of earlier problems of transport of men and material to and from Walsh
Island. I had served with Mr MecClarty in earlier years and there was a point

in time when he was the assistant Manager of Morrisea Bearby at the same time

I was an apprentice. He was also manager of Robertson Brothers in South Melbourne
where I followed him and became his Chief Engineer and on his appointment asthe
Chief Director of the ship-building industry in Newcastle he immediately approached
me to join him again to at least assist in gettingthe industry established.

Where were you at the time ?

At that time I was Chief Engineer at Robertson Brothers in South Melbourne and
so it was agreed that I would come to Newcastle for twelve months on loan in
order to get the industry together and into production. The earliest decisions
that had to be made in December 1941 was whether to continue with the industry
on the Island or to remove it to the other side which was Government-owned

and generally known as the Dyke End. It is perhaps of interest to relate here
that the Dyke End was dredged up from the river on the one hand and the coaling
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basin on the other hand at the centre of the Newcastle estu:fy in about 1876 and
it was a mud-flat prior to that and sailing vessels returning generally from South
America in ballast would tip their bdlast stone onto the mud flat and prior to again
taking on a cargo of coal and hence it became known as a dyke because it was

a stone peninsular but as I mentioned earlier in 1876 the silt was dredged up
from the river and the basin to form the peninsular of land and the government
prior to the commencement at the turn of the century did establish a small industry
on the point of the peninsular, a workshop which became their dredge repair
depot which was a small craft-servicing woerkshop for the then operating dredges
in the port of Newcastle and there they employed a small staff of workmen and
when in later years in 1913 Walsh Island was established it is interesting that
they transferred those small facilities to Walsh Island to form the new industry

there.
That was from the dyke end ?

Yes, from the Dyke end of Walsh Island and then here in 1941, 1942 I was supposed
to have had the problem of moving the very considerable industry that still remained
at Walsh Island back to the Dyke end so here was a turn around of history repeating
itself and in the course of building the dyke end I found the workshep and machine
tool foundations still below ground level which had been used in earlier years.

So we set about designing the State Dockyard very quickly. It had to be done because
in 1941-1942 we had Japanese activity off our coast here, we had many ships limping int
port here and had damaged ships that had been shelled and mined and they

had to be repaired. In all ways we had pressure on us throughout the building
process of still devoting labour to repairing ships and indeed we had to get

the floating dock back into service quickly to repair those ships so it was a

problem of being forced into production before we were ready for it.

And the equipment - How did you get that from Walsh Island ?

Well, it all had to be progressively demolished and dismantled and loaded on

to barges and floated down the river and lifted here and then re-assembled

and in a very much different form to what it had previously taken at Walsh
Island and quite a number of the buildings at Walsh Island were very substantial
and well-built and they could be dismantled as we did and put them together
here in a different location and made them work again. This not only included
the buildings it included the overhead travelling cranes and the machine tools
that remained at Walsh Island but after 10 years of idleness on Walsh Island

it was a heart-breaking sight for me in 1941 early 1942 to go there and see

the mess the place was in due to being neglected and parts of the plant being
taken away. The corrogated iron sheeting of the buildings in many cases had
corroded and the sun was shiningthrough and lantana bush and other weeds
were growing up through the machine tools and other things that were there
made quite a pathetic sight and the challenge of recovering that plant and putting
it together and making it work again because it must be realised that during
the war we didn't have any access to a new ship building plant.
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Where was the original plant from ?

Much of it had come from England and Scotland in the formative years of Walsh
Island and much of that we were able to recommission but we also had to build

a plant where we could manufacture machines and there was indeed a machine

tool directorate formed by the Commonwealth Government during the war which

was given over. to building special machine tools, lathes and plant for the then
expanding industry in Australia to meet war time needs and we &I_;;fpated in

that programme and we indeed took delivery of some of the completed items

of plant that came out ofthat munitions programme. Quite a number of the machined
tools at the dockyard today are those which were so built during the war. We
started building the D‘dhe.EﬁDl to meet a war-time emergency need and it

was never thought at that time that it would become a big industry as it did

after the war. It was never planned thus but the main object was to get it working
and to help the war effort and that was very successfully achieved and in the
course of so doing the war situation worsened to the degree that when my first
tentative period of 12 monthe in Newecastle came to an end the position was so

bad that I was prevailed upon and my Melbourne-associated company were asked

to let me remain in Newcastle where my need was more greatly being served.
You were only on loan here weren't you ?

I was only on loan for 12 months but it had been agreed that my war effort

was a greater one here than it was in Melbourne so that I remained on and moved
from being a plant designed construction engineer to technical and business
manager for Hwdockyard in charge of the whole academic part of the industry,
getting orders, getting work, getting material and producing designs to the

stage that production would take over and look after itself and that was attended
to by works management so that 10-12 years after that until I became chief executive
of administration in which position I was the second in charge ofthe industry

and in that position I eventually succeeded the then director Mr. McClivey whom

I mentioned earlier to become the one director in charge ofthe industry. Perhaps

I should mention some of the production activities of the dockyard. As I mentioned
earlier it was never thought ' during war time that the dockyard would grow
and grow as it did after the war but due to the concern by the Commonwealth
Government that there was viable industry here and no further war time production
to be achieved, the Government did decide to foster the ship-building industry

in Australia and they applied a subsidy to attract Australian ship owners to

have their ships built in Australia so that after termination of hostilities this

was introduced and we became very visually involved and a collection of vessels
not only for the Commonwealth Government under the subsidy scheme but for

the Government itself there were many dredges required. The port of Newcastle
was in @ fairly bad state at that time and we built quite a number of dredges

of different types not only for Newcastle but for Sydney and indeed we built
dredges also for use in Port Phillip Bay in Melbourne but progressively numbers

of trading vessels were ordered by different companies. The first vessel that

we. built under subsidy was for the Union Steam Ship Company and then in
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later years for associated steam ship companies and quite a number of companies
we built for but mainly most of the vessels that were built were constructed

for the Commonwealth Line which was known as the Australian National Line

and progressively over the years these became more and more complex in their
design. Some ofthe earliest ucssels were fuel or bulk carrying ships but then

we went into trader type vessels, specialized service vessels. The first of

the traders was the Bass Trader which uniquely was to go between Melbourne

and Devonport in Tasmania and was propelled by engines which were very complex
but compact and which were repaired and maintained ashore and instead of
carrying out repairs on board ship to your main engine you lifted a spare engine
and this minimized the loss of time and sea and this was quite a unique ship

for its time. We decided that as during the wag we had built naval vessels

and built the propelling machinery for those ships in the main they were steam
engines which meant we also had to build the boilers. With the termination

of hostilities again and the advent of diesel we decided to put it to the yard

to build diesel engines and this we achieved and we built what is known as

a polar otlas - diesel engines under licence to Swedish Principals and we

not only equiﬁed some of those ships|we built for private owners. These
facilities still remain at the dockyard as far as I am aware so this points out

the universality of the industry and the ability of the industry still to be put
back on its feet. Also after the war we were suddenly fronted with an insufficiency
of electric power generation in our domestic requirements. We had the experience
of lights going out at night as of course power stations hadn't been maintained
during the war years and suddenly in the late 50's, early 60's we had a black-out
situation and the dockyard was once again called by the the Government to
overcome this problem which actually meant that whilst the Electricity Commission
whollg was able to buy turbo-alternating equipment from overseas solely from
England, the well known large electric generator companies such as British

Thomas Heuston and Metropolitan Deckers and English Electric Companies and
whilst they were also able to build the generating plant they were not able

to acquire all theauyilliary plant that is to say the condensing, feed water heating,
evapopyrating plant that forms quite a substantial part of the station, so the
dockyard was asked if we could build this plant. We took out licences and
acquired designs from the recognized manufacturers of this type of plant in
England and we'set to and made that plant for pretty well every power station

that was built in the state since and this did involve the purchase and installation
of specialized plant multibuilding head machines and numerical controlled machines
which plant again still remains at the dockyard.

Where were these purchuaed From?

They were purchased mainly from the United Kingdom and from America and

so this plant as I say, which cost a lot of money and when we talk about it
costing money, remember that it is the State Dockyard and any money spent

is the tax-payers money and it is the property of the State and this plant still
remains there idle today. There are people who are interested in its maintenance
and if possible its reintroduction into production but there it lays. It is
interesting perhaps to recount that at its busiest time we employed 2,400 employees
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on the dyke end peninsular and in the adjoining industry at Carrington, that
is the ship repairing industry.

Men and women ?

Primarily men, not a great number of women but in qailliary services area there
were quite a lot of women, in the canteen services, the ambulance welfare and

of course in the office we had many ladies there but I should have mentioned
earlier that in the building of the dockyard itself to build ships we decided

that we would separate for reasons of room, to create the ship repair establishment
at Carrington and during the war we did transf‘er the floating dock from Walsh
Island down to the Carrington site. In 1943 we expanded the ship repair facility
there. Approximately 2/3 of our employees were in the ship building and general
engineering activities of the dockyard on the Walsh Island peninsular while

the other 1/3 were employed in the ship repair establishment and at various
vessels undergoing repair around the post so that as the industry evolved

it really was three industries which were servicing each other. That is to

say we basiecally had a ship-building industry, we had a ship repair industry
and we had a marine and general heavy engineering industry. One could barely
survive without the, the other. For example in ship repairing work you had

to use much the same plant you had to use to build a ship. Furthermore the
fact that you were capable of building a ship meant you had labour which you
could transfer from ship building to ship repair to meet an emergency demand

or if the demand wasn't there you could absorb certain labour back into the
ship-building industry which tended to make it all efficient.

Were there any Union problems then ?

No, not greatly. There were always union problems in relation to demarﬁ’atinn

of work and that was inevitable under the multi-trade union system. I will
mention that again shortly and of course the heavy engineering and marine
engineering industry was dependent on the building of ships to require engines
that are built and when they were not being built then we found we could adapt
the plant to building power station auxilliary plant and so on but the three industries
could hardly survive without the other and some sight of this very important
fact was lost in later years when the industry was changed and put under

the control of a Board of Managemen! and the emphasis became rather that
each industry should stand alone and be capable of making a profit alone and
this could never be achieved because of the reasons I mentioned earlier. From
a trade-union point-of-view the dockyard grew up during._" the war when the
emphasis was on the job done rather than on the working conditions and wage
rights and so on, people had to stoop to conquer and sacrifice to some extent
but after the end of the war our working hours were reduced from 44 to 40
hours a week amd that brought troubles initially because the unions wanted

to decide how they would use the shortened hours and whether they would
knock off earlier at night or start later in the morning and so on and that
brought a little bit of trouble to start with but that was evercome in due course
and we have been a 40 hour working industry and then after the war because
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of the growth in the industry we had to find labour experienced if possible

and this led to our recruiting ship building people from England, Scotland and
Ireland and we brought out quite a large number of people. I think about

400 families and 200 single people altogether but we did establish a housing

centre at Carrington and we were using surplus war-time accommodation, huts

we brought from interstate, formerly Air Force personnel accommodation reestablished
at Carrington and we also took over the housing settlement at Rutherford.

We accommodated as I say 300-400 familites. Unfortunately in some respects
whilstwe brought out experienced tradesmen we also brought out their union
traditiens of the British yards and Irish yards and this strengthened the multiunion
demarkation attitudes and this wasn't always helpful to the dockyard's growth

and development.

How did the people get from Rutherford to the Dockyard ?

We organized buses for them which was some indication of the growth ofthe
industry that we were capable of doing this and indeed we had to to succeed.

It is probably interesting to also note that after the war in 1950 we introduced
a system of profit-sharing with the agreement of the Government and the trade
unions. The situation then being that other surrounding industries were paying
their labour over award rates to attract labor to their industry which we as

a Government establishment weren't permitted to do. We had to abide by the
awards then prevailing but the managment of the yard got the Government

to agree to the introduction of a profit-sharing scheme whereby 2/3 of the
profit ofthe industry would be districuted as a bonus to the empaeloyees in their
weekly envelope as pay and this created some dissatisfaction and the unions
didn't want it to be seen as a bonus and preferred to have it as money in the
hand as over-award payment and as well as this it had to be related to the
efficiency of the industry and so it was introduced and indeed 2/3 of the profits
of the previous year were used for the distribution in the current year as

it were so workmen would see that if they were profitable this year they would
participate in a higher wage rate next year and this system prevailed for 15
years. In the first year I remember it represented about 30 shillings in those
days which was about $3 in the pay envelope - they would have been on an
award rate of about 40 pound a week or $80 so it represented a 15% bonus

in the first year and it grew and grew for about 10-12 years and then because
of various factors we ceased to become profitable and there was no dividend

to be distributed and we were faced then with getting Government approval

to pay money to equate wages with what was being e{;\)id by other industries
then outside over-award and this went on for only 1-2 years and we had to
declare that that was the end of it. In the interim period we were still striving
to achieve greater efficiency to retain our profitability and we travelled extensively
and looked at ship building developments in other countries and end?:ﬁ'oured

to introduce them here in Australia but there was a reluctance on the part

of the Trade Unions and the men themselves to accept operations which would
reduce the amount of labour and this was was a great handicap to management
of the #ndustry and it reached the stage eventually that the industry just
couldn't trade profitably and went into a loss situation and progressively lost
ground, lost orders and reached an unhappy stage where the Commonwealth
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ships in 1975. However the condition attached to this was that there would be
no industrial strikes throughout the building of those ships and the trade union
movement at that stage refused to accept the order andsurrender their rights

to strike and the orders were never placed. This to some extent sounded the
death ofthe dockyard. The fact that it would not agree to build the vessels
and reduce its incidentt;,/ of stoppages and demarﬁations and so on. From that
year on the dockyard labour force was progressively reduced until I think

in about 1972 or 1973 there were only 300-350 personell employed there and

the Government then decided it would only continue employing that labour force
if there was some agreement by the unions that those men would be more efficiently
active and not continue to cause the losses of the dockyard which had grwon

to be the custom year by year. There was a get-together of Union, men and
management and there were certain agreements reached which kept the dockyard
going without a loss but after another 2-3 years of operation the losses did
continue and it was found that a lot of these losses were due to scams and
conditions which were quite untenable and the Government was faced with

the decision to close the industry down and that happened.

These retrenched men - were they offered jobs elsewhere ?

No. 1 think progressively they were paid retrenchment monies and so on and

I think in the cases bo'éple were able to find employment elsewhere but it did
result in many members becoming unemployed. In otherwords the skills that

had been learned at the dockyard were lost so that this sadly is the case ofhistory
repeating itself within my living memeey.” I do recall the conditions under

which Walsh Island closed down and here again I've seen it happen a second

time and in a bigger way. Unhappily in the case of Walsh Island that industry
only operated from 1913 until 1932 and in the case of the State Dockyard it
operated from 1941 to about 1986 and the list of achievements were manifest.

They helped to build power stations, build over 120 ships - large ships - perhaps
the most notable was the Princess of Tasmania which was renouned for the

record of performances crossing the Bass Straight from Melbourne to Devonport.

Is she stil|l in operation ?

No, that vessel operated for about 25 years. A round trip of 3 trips per
week which was a g’::at performance. It was sold to overseas interests and
operated for a further 2 years in Canada and about 18 months to 2 years ago
it was again bought by a Greek company and operated around Greece. That
was rather typical of our famous ships. There are other ships still in service
around Australia. The Bass Trader II, the Australian Trader which was bought
by the Navy and converted into a service supply ship still in operation and
there are still other ships still in service around the Australian coast but it

is a sad memory for me to have been involved in the industry and to have

seen it deteriorate and look down on it as I do now from my sunroom verandah
and look at that idleness that was unhappily created by misunderstandings
between Government and management and why it had to happen is completely
beyond me. Why people could not have come together and realizeel that overseas
competition had to be met otherwise the industry was doomed and in order
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to meet the overseas competition one had to modernize their way of thinking,
cut out demarl‘fatjon troubles ets«¢ but there it was - it has happened.

Will history be repeating itself it we get the Frigate contract ?

Well, if we get the frigate contract and I am very hopeful that it will come

to Newcastle - it is regref’able that the dockyacd wasn't in /_\the state to immediately
set to to build those ships, remembering that we built a figrate during the

first World War during the first four years of production and it saw service

in WWI. In fact it was one of the Australian vessels that accompanied the American
vessels in Tokyo Bay atthe Japanese surrender. We w:?e ordered to cancel

a second one underconstruction because of the fact that the war was coming

to an end. We had to demolish it. We also built another naval vessel - the
Straughan, an anti-submarine mine-sweeping vessel and this was all done within

4 years of - commencing to build the industry itself. We had that capability
and we have done it before.

Do you think we can do it again ?

I am hopeful that we will see the industry come together again although we
will never see it as being as large and as active as my period of operation.

You said that underneath the dockyard there are millions of dollars worth of
equipment 7

Yes, taxpayers don't realiye» how much of their funds have been expended

in foundations and buildings. You can see the buildings but you can't see

what is below the ground. Allthe concrete foundation work to carry the weight
of the ships under construction - that all remains there redundant and the
cranage operating over the buildings births and around the wharves - all remains.
There it is - the taxpayers property dormant and idle these days. | A very

fine administrative building on the peninsular which once accommodated perhaps
250 staff - brilliant, trained staff. It is not generally realized that it was

at the stage where we were engaging 120-130 apprentices in training per year.

We had 400-480 apprentices in training in their 4-5 years of apprentiship. The
contribution this made not only to the dockyard but to other industries is the
fact that we were training people in all facets of trades and in the course of

our training we were sending many apprentices to sea by arrangement with

the Australian National Line in the engine rooms of diesel propelled and steam "
propelled ships to get sea-going experience before they completed their apprentiship.
All this has been ilost and we had an excellent apprentice-training workshop

and amenities there which were second to none. These are all now closed down
and non-productive.

Now all is lost ?

It gives a lot of food for thought as to what should be done in the future.
I do hope that I don't live to see history repeat itself for a third time but
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the Frigate contract to Newcastle. All those associated with the endeavour
to win that contract I give them my warmest, best hopes that they will succeed
in their efforts.
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THE HISTORY OF SHIP-BUILDING AND SHIP REPAIR IN THE PORT OF NEWCASTLE

Mr. Harry Hazding of Wolfe Street, Newcastle was interviewed by
Me, Esther Galbraith,
Mr, Harding was born in 1913 in Newcastle, His earliest recollections
of the Industry was when as a child in 1920 he was taken to Walsh
Island by his parents to witness the launching of the "Euralia" by
His Royal Highness, the Prince of Wales,
He served his apprenticeship with an eingineering company by the
name of Mnrhiaonﬁﬂsarby, It was during that time he learnt quite
a lot about ship=building and repair on Walsh Island, Walsh Island
participated in the war time effort during the 1st World War by
repairing mine and shell damaged ships, 5ix ships were built there
then,' they were known as the "Billy Hughes Fleet"”, Also the main
components of No. 1 Blast Furnace, as well as other components of the
BsH.P, were fabricated at Walsh Island. Many other varieties of
equipment were built there including bridge construction, ammunition
and aircraft construction. An aireraft landing field with three
runways was built on the Island. Employees were mainly Newcastle
people although some were from all parts of Australias,
After the war finished there was no active government or political
support to keep the Island going. They had to become involved in
other activities which included hydro-electric schemes and railway
carriage production., The government agreed to build a floating
dock, Due to labour problems and lack of contracts the Island finally
closed down in 1932, Until 1941 the Island lay idie and most

equipment was sold at asuction.
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Then in 1941 the Federal Government decided to re-establish the
ship-building and ship repair industry in Newcastle, It was then
that both Mz, D, Lyon=McLarty and Mr, H., Harding were appointed to
re-establish the industry, Une of the earliest decisions was
whether it was to remain on Walsh Island or to be re-=located on the
Dyke End Peninsula,

The setting up of the New South Wales State Dockyard was done
rapidly. Japanese war activities off the coast caused severe damage
to ships which necessitated expedient repairs. After World War II
meny ships were built. In all over one hundred and twenty ships
were built and many components for power stations were built.

The New South Wales State Dockyard at its peak employed two thousand
four hundred men and women, Women were employed in the ancillary
services such as the canteen, offices and the ambulance room, A

lot of tradesmen were bought to Newcastle from England and Ireland.
With this came the influence of oversess unions, During the war
there were few union problems, the emphasis was on getting the

job done rather than the working conditions. After the war with

the increased union problems sterting to escalate and the loss of
shipping contracts the New South Wales State Dockyard was set for
ultimete closure. The Dockysrd finally cleosed down in 1986,

If the frigate contract comes to Newcastle Mr, Harding feels confident

that Newcastle can be rebuilt into a viable ship-building industry.





