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Mame of' vessel. Yard wbere built. 

D. CLA SS! 

DELUNG RA 'fl"/; L SH I SLJ;,ND 
DROl.~@IA tllLLIJ\MSTOt"N 

DUNDULA COCKATOO I~lu'\JID 
DINCO.A WALSH I.SLA1ffi 
DILG.A WPLSH ISLAND 
DUMOS.A WILLIAMSTOWN 

E. CLASS~ 

EUOOlIDA COCKATOO I SLA !ID 
I<.1JP.Fd.IA WALSH ISLAND 
EliOGGEBJ. WJ.LSli ISLAlID 

. EMITA VlILLIAMSTOVm 

ERR IBA \7ILLIJU.\STOWJ~ 

EROMAtIG A YillLSH ISLAIID . 
E.'URIMBLA J,DELAIDE 
E.clIDC.A MARY OOROUGH 
ECHUNGA UP~YBO.ROUGH 
EUWARRA ADELAIDE 
EU ROA WILLIAMSTOWN' 

ELONF.RA WD.J~ IJll!S'i'OWN 

ER IRA t.DEUIDE 

FOF.D;;-DJiL K COCKATOO I SL.~;'n 

FEPlIDALS COCKATOO ISL.t.li'D 

"By Whom. 

ii . :7. W. GOVERl'tlENT. 
COUMO!V"."?:l~LTH SHIP COUSTRUCTION 

BRAlmH. 
C0tt!!..OhlVF4lli? ll lif.V'f DF.F AP.'l't!ENT. 
.H'. $ . W. GOV!'~NlIBNT 
N. S . W. GCVEF.ID!EMT 
com.~OrtWEALTH . SfilP CONSTRUCTION 

3F-AilCH. 

COWtOHr:F.ALTH NA VY. DE? .ARTr!EHT. 
H. S . w·. GOVl<~NY.Elfl' 
if. s. \\'. G-OV:lnThi:7NT 
COJ..'MO:N\':'E.'"iL~H SHIP GONSTRUOT!Ol:l 

BP.ANCH 
COID.!ON'l.EALTH SF.IP COHSTRUCTION 

BP.AUCH. 
U. S. y;. GO V?JH'Th!Elf'l' 
POOLE Al'ID STEEL 
WALKERS LTD. 
WALKERS LTD. 
POOLE Al'.l"D STEEL 
COMMOm':EALTH SHIP COUSTRUCTI ON 

illt.ANCH (a) 
COJJMOHWEALTH SEIP CO?JSTRUCT !0!'1 

~/\MCU (a) 
POOLE Ar~ S~'L 

CO!.!ttom:·r:Ji.LTH SHIP CONS'fRUCTION 
BRANCH. (a) 

COlJ' 'ON"tYEAJ..T!I SHIP OONSTRUCT!OH 
BRANCH. 

Tonnage. 

·" \,: . ii . 

3346 1934 

3360 1934 
3344 1936 
:5341. 1939 
t>308 1949 

3351 1941 

3352 1922 
3351 1921 
3359 1922 

3347 1919 

3345 1919 
3359 1922 
~351 1916 
3362 1924 -
3362 1923 
3349 1907 

3353 1922 

5353 1916 
:5350 1916 

9700 5800 

9700 6800 

DEtte of 
Leuncning. 

25. 3.19 

11. 4.19 
9. 7.19 

17.10 •. 19 
15.11.19 

25.11.19 

29. 3.20 
10. 4.20 . 
25. 6.20 

1. 7.20 

10.12.20 
12. 3.21 
20. 4.21 
6. 7.21 
14.12.21 
17.12.21 

27. 1.22 

2. 3.22 
4.11.22 

21. 6.23 

-.4. 24 

Cap1t 
Cepit 

£ 

195,2 

177.~ 
192;1 
197,l 
l.95,9 

183,5 

231,6 
211,6 
212,8 

203,6 

200,6 
209,9 
253,4 
276.,<J 
266,6 
.247,9 

233,~ 

232,S 

82313 

'760,~ 

TAKEN F.ROM I NTJ.JUJA RKPOF"T :b~ROM T:fiE 
JOINT COMMl'fTEE OF POBLIO AccOUNT§· 
UPON THR GOMr.j01fl'i EALTM GOV1'·:RULIBNT 
i1.H.IPPI HG . Ji C'i'IVI'1,IES. liTH l~tlGU~T , 1926_ •• 
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E..t!lE 
NO. 

1 

2 

4 
5 

7 

a 
9 

14 

15 

16 

1? 

19 

·-: .. 21 
22 

38 

39 

40 

41 

42 

43 

44 
50 

52 

53 

54 
55 

56 

58 

59 

60 

61 

62 

63 

64 

65 

66, 67 

68 

60, 70' 71 

I 
STATE DOCIWARD 

Schoduls of Vess els Built at Walsh I s land Docky ard 

TYPE OF VESSEL 

STOCKTON VEHICULAR FERRY 

RYDE FERRY 

ROCK DRILL FOR NEWCASTLE HARBOUR 

NAME OF VESSEL 

S.S. MILDRED 

S.S .. VULCAN 
1500 TON BUCKET DREDGE FOR NEWCASTLE S.S. HUNTER 

1500 TON HOPPER BARGE FOR NEWCASTLE HARBOUR S.S. GRAFTON 
1500 11 II • II II 

C'OOKS RIVER DREDGE 
TRAWLERS FDR STATE FISHERIES 

da. 

do. 

da •. 

GRAB DREDGE FOR NEWCASTLE 
TUG BOAT FOR NEWCASTLE 

do. 

II 

STANDARD SHIPS (WELL DECK TYPE) 

da. 

do. 

da. 

da. 

do. 

do. 

(SHELTER DECK TYPE) 

da. 

do. do. 

RELIEF PUNT FOR GEORGES RIVER 
GRAB DREDGE FOR NEWCASTLE 

SUCTION DREDGE FOR DREDGE SERVICE 
FERRY STEAMER FOR SYDNEY FERRIES 

do. 

VEHICULAR FERRY FOR SYDNEY FERRIES 
GEORGES RIVER FERRY 
BARGE FOR DREDGE SERVICE 

da. 

LIGHTERS FOR DORMAN LONG & CD. 

da. 

do. 

NEW HULL FOR DREDGE "ANTLEON" 

CLARENCE RIVER FERRY 
LAUNCH FOR WALSH ISLAND 

OIL BARGES 

PILOT STEAMER FOR NEWCASTLE 

15,000 TON FLOATING DOCK 

II S.S. LISMORE 

S.S .. TEMPE 
S.S. GOONAMBEE 
S.S. GOORANGAI 

S.S. DIBBIU 
S,,S. DUREENBEE 

S.S. WALLSEND 
S.S. MORUYA 

S.S .. EDEN 
S.S. DELUNGRA 
S.S. DINOGA 
S.S. DILGA 

S.S. EURELIA 

S.S. ENOGGERA 

S.S. EROMANGA 
... 

S.S. MINMI 

S.S. NEPTUNE 
S.S. KOOMPARTOO 

S.S. KUTTABUL 

S.S. KODRANGA88A 
... 
--

S .. s. DORLONCO 

S.S. SIR ARTHUR DORMAN 
S.S. SIR DUDLEY DE CHAIR 
S.S. ANTLEDN 

DART 
... 

BIRUGI 
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.. STATE DOCKYARD 

Schedule of Vessels Buil.t at Walsh Isl end Dockv ard (contd .. ) ' 

SHIP 

NO. 

72 

73 
., 

74 I 
I 

?s . I 
76, 77 

78 
. 79 

80 

I 

.·I ' ' 

TYPE OF VESSEL 

GEORGES RIVER FERRY 

cOOKS RIV~R DREDGE 

LAUNCH FOR CUSTOMS, VICTORIA 
DIESEL LIGHTE'R FDR VACUUM OIL aJ. 

SIL t '." BARGES FDR "PUBLIC WORKS DEPT. 

SUCTION DREDG~ FOR DREDGE SERVICE 
BUCKET DREDG( FDR DREDGE SERVICE 
STORE PUNT FOR DREDGE SERVICE 

.. 

·-

NAME OF VESSEL 

-
ZENO 

-
VOGO 

... 
HERMES 

PLUTO 
. ... 

. .. 

. •' .. 

• t t ~ I ~ '" • '' • ~ 

• 

l 
i 
·1 
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STATE DOCKYARD 

Schedule of Vessels Built. -•' 

YARD 
NO. 

2D 

25 

26 

27 

28 

35 

36 

37 

40 

It 1 

42 

NAME OF 
VESSEL 

"DORRIG0 11 

111.DUBBO" 

"QELUNGRA 11 

noENMAN 11 

"KABBARLI 11 

11 H.E. STREET" 

"H.F. SEARL" 

"RICHARD VOWELL" 

!'KARODN" 
(n~w "LISA MILLER") 

I 
"KOPTARA" 

I 
1 TOWNSVILLE" 

43 . . nr.J. PAUL" 
•' ... 

44 - ~\"- 1 WINDARRA 11 

:'J"VPE -
General Cargo 

do. 
do. 
do. 

Passenger/Cargo 

,Hopper Bar Dredge 

Steel Tug 

Hopper Dredge 

G~neral Cargo · 

General Cargo 
· Hopper Dredge 

Rockbreaking Sarge 
General Cargo 

45 "WANGARA 11 (now 11DONGARArt) do. ·· 

46 •BEN SHORTRIDGE" 

48 

49 

51 

54 
55 .. 
56 

59 

60 

61 

62 

63 

64 

65 

56 

67 

&6 

69 
10 

71 
72 

7J 
74 

15 

11M.K. WEIR" 

'WILLIAM J. McKELL 11 

ac.s.1n 

•IRANDA 11 

1 ILLOWRA" 

•cooLOOLI" 
"KODJARRA" 
•E.O.K. GREEN'* 
~PRINCESS OF TASMANIA" 
"WALLSE~D" 

•JOHN MAIN" 
"BASS TRADER" 
1 P.W.D.?9" 
"WILLIAM HDLVMAN 11 

•P.ILl.0~80" 

"CAPE DON" 
1 CAPE MORETON" 
1 CAPE PILLAR" 

"H.M.A.S. MORESBY" 
1 KOORINGA 11 

11MORESBV 11 

•HENRY BOLTE" 

"MURRAY PORTER" 
ff-- -··--,..··-· i -f:: 

Steel Tug 

Greb Hopper Dredge 

Happer Dredge 

Cutter Suction Dredge 

Collier 

Callieir 

Bucket Dredge 
Passenger/Cargo 

. Grab Hopper D~edge 
Passenger/Vehicle 

G~ab Dredge 

Bucket Dredge 

Vehicle/Container 
Dumb Barge 
Container 

Dumb Barge 

Lighthouse Supply 

do. 
do. 

Survey 

Seatainer 

. General Cargo 

Diesel Tug 
Tug 

GROSS 
TONNAGE 

2321 

2333 

. 2333 : 

2265 

2693 

636 

139 

104? 

2438 

242? 

1136 

150 

2355 

2459 

150 

628 

1105 

150 

4693 
4892 

150 

2959 

846 

3964 

100 

682 

4129 

350 

1975 

350 

2106 

2106 

2104 

745dw 

5825 

J175 

393 
393 

' . 

VEAR 
COMPLETED 

1946 
1947 

1947 

1949 

1951 

1949 

1950 

1950 

1951 

1952 
1952 

1953 

1953-. 
I 't •' 

1954 .. 

.. 1~54. · ... . ' 

195? 

1955 

1956 

195? 

195? 

1955 

1956 

. 1960 

'1959 

1958 

1963 

1961 

1960 . 
1961 

1961 

1963 

;, 1963 
~ 

1964 

1964 

1964 

1965 

1966 

1966 

'I 

'• ·1 
I 
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STATE DOCKYARD 

checiule of Vessels Built. (contd.) 

ARD 
0. -
a 
9 

0 

1 

2 

3 

4 

6 

7 

B 

• B~ 

NAME OF 
VESSEL 

11 A.R. FORD 11 

"AUSTRALIAN TRADER" 
llLADV CUTLER" 
11 A.D. VICTORIA" 
"DARWIN TRADER 11 

"ROY A. CAMERON" 
. •H.A.M.211 11 

nw.O.A. RESOLUTION" 

"LADY WOODWARD" 

· "LADY McKELL" 

Tug 

·• . Vehicle/Passenger 

Passenger F'erry 
· ~ucket Dredger 

Bulk/Ore Container 

Happer Sarge 

Cutter Suction Dredge 
'Trailing Suction Dredge 

Passenger Ferry . · 

do. .. .. , ,. 
· .. "~ ... 

. ··.<· .. ' 
... ·• :1 

.• .. 

... 2 .... 

GROSS 
TONNAGE 

200 

7000 

. 25:5 

635 

10802 

800 

340 metric 
8000dw 

.370 

370 

.. 

VEAR 
CO'P.'PC"ET ED 

1968 

1969 

1968 

1969 

19?0 

1969 

1971 

.1972 

1970 

1970 

'•. 

I , 

n~y vessels over 100 tons have been included in this Schedule.) 

.. 
' ' 

• 



STATE DOCKYARD 

J Sche.dul e of Ves s els Currently Under Construction 

DATE DATE 
TO BE 

ARD NA E OF TYPE o.w.r. DJMPLEiED ..__ 
KEEL LAID LAUNCHED o. VESSEL -

. . 
89 11 A.D. GEOPOTES Trailing 5300 19.5.?1 29.4.?2 November, 

I" Suction Dredge metric 1972 
tons 

90 11 LVS.AGH) Vehicle Deck ?500 6.10.?1 October, December, 

ENTERPRISE" Cargo Vessel 1972 1972 

91 "LYSAGHT Vehicle Deck 7500 4.5.72 1973 19?3 

ENDEAVOUR" Cargo Vessel 

92 ... Oil 'Tanker 24,000 November, 1973 1974 
.1972 

'' .. ' ... 

. · 

' '· 

• 
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.. 
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111 
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Short title 
a.nd di'riaion 
into Part& 

• 

Act No. 1D1 1943. 

New Sov.th Wale1 Go11ernmont Enpineerinp and Sl•iJibuildinil' 
Undertaloing. 

BE it enacted by tho King,s Most Excellent Majesty,. 
l)y ancl with tho advice ancl consent of the Legis­

lative Council and Legislative Assembly of New S00;th 
Wales in l'arlio.ment assembled, and by the authority of 
the st.une, ns follows :-

PART I. 

PRELIMIN A.RY. 

1. (1) This Act may be cited as the i'New South Wales. 
Government Engineei'ing and Shipbuilding· Unde1·taking; 
Act, 1943.'' · 

(2) This Act is divided into Parts as follows:­
p ART I.-PRELlMINAl\Y-SS . .1, 2. 
p ART II.__::ADMIN~T.&\.TlON-SS. 3-6. 

" PART m.-FrnA.Ncm-ss. 1-10. 
p .A.RT' IV.-G·ENERAL-S$. 11-14 . 

2. In this Act, unless the context 01· subject matter 
otherwise indicates or i·equires-

' '·Accounting year'' means a period of twelve months: ' 
commencing on tho .first day of April and end­
ing on the thirty-first day of March, following_ 

"Director" rnenns the Director for the time being 
of tho Undertaking. 

•'Prescribed'' means prescribed by this Act or by 
the regulations. 

41Regulations 11 means regulations made· under this 
Act. 

"Under Secretary" meallB the Under Sec:rat.ary or 
the Department: of Public Works. 

"Undertaking" means the New South Wales G-ov­
ernment Engineering nnd Shipbuilding Under­

. , taking . 

... 

I ~ r. 
I 

\ I 

: i 
rl I I 

I 
( 

· l 
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I. 

A<tt· No. rn,-1943. 

New So11l7~ ll'•ales .Govet11111ent Engi11os1•i?1g and . Shipwilditig 
'O nd;rlal..~ng. 

PART TI. 
ADMINIS'l'.RATION,. 

3 

3. The New S0uth Wales Government Engineering Dlraetorto 
and·Shipbt1il'ding· Vm:lertaking shall be tmder the general ~~~:."~~1::~~l 
management of the Director. of Undo:r-

In the mnnngement . of -the Undertaking .the Director tt1king. 

shall he subject . to the · control and direction of the 
li!inistc·r . 

4 . The functions of tho Underh\.king ahn.11 include nll F unetlona 
types of e11gfoceriug (including general e1igineering nnd U~iri~:. 
mnl'i110 ongi11001·j11g) , Rllil)hnilding m1'tl Ahip J"epairing nnd tnl<l.ng. 

<locking ancl sueh· work .of a like or incidental chni·actor 
RS the MiJ1istcr may from timo to tiru.o nppt'ovo, and shall " 
also i nclucle any work 01· activity which is incidental ··or 
supplcnwntnry to the p01·£0J.·mnnce of any of such func­
tions. 

' ' 
5. ( 1) The Director of the New South vVnles Gov- Dlreetor. 

ernment l3Jngfoecring ancl Shipbuilding Undel'talting 
shn.11 bo appojntcd by tho Governor and shall be paid 
snch remunm:ution as may be dotBrmined by the 
Governor. 

A person 'ivho is of ot nhove the nge of sixty-five years 
shall not ho nppohtted as Director. 

(2) The provisions of the Public .Sorvfro Act, l!)QZ,. 
or of any .A.et :nnoudjng that Act, shall not npply to the· 
appointment of tho Director, and tho Dircctol' a]rnll not 
be subject to trny of sueh .Acts during his term of . office . . 

(3) Tho Director shall, subject to this Act, be 
appointarl for such tc1·m, not exceeding seven years, tts · 
may ho spccfrfiod in the instr11ment of nppointmcnt, and 
be eligible for reappointment from time to time. 

A:ny s11oh rPnppointment shall be for such 0term1 not: 
exceeding acvon yt>nrs, ns mn.y be specified in the :i11stru­
ment .of ronppoint~<mt. 

(4-) (a) Tho Director s]lllll be deemed, to have 
.vacated his office if he- · · 

(i} · engages (whethqr ill New South vValos or else­
where) during his term of office . in any paid 
employment outside the .duties of his office; · 

(ii) 

1 I . 

!· 

I .. 
'• 
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\ 

Act No. 19, 1943. u w11tea 
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~aw ao~ ~ 

New Soutl. Walea Govornmont N11gitlUOi0i11u a11cl 8hipbuildi11, ruol'. . 
Undo1·tal,;i11q. _ m_ ne QoV~ · ent 

(.o) ·.i. ·m suwC1 ' 
(ii) llecomcs bankrupt, co~npounds witl; his cred,-pvea:rs to ln , 

to1·s, or makes nn assignment of his salary <)(\ice. ~ ~erson" 
estate for their benefit; (. G) \ n) r is t\.U. of\ 

(ill) absents himself from duty for a: period of mor1 nt as 1)'\.reqto , 1~s of\\cn 
than fourteen consecutive duys, except on lca.vf!l0 tbo 0vc11t 0; 011ti.tlcU, 
granted by tho Minister; l 11• :bofo;llcu, .:>c loi:nted \\ 

(iv) becomes mi iusane pe1·son 01· patient or nu oi: ars to be. ti:p~o\l.td. t? 
iucapable r>crson within the rueaniug of the ~\1{c $el'.~l.C\a.ssii\cn\:.i1 ' 
Lunacy .Act of 1898 j . I \1.t \oWCl'. \\\. \,.11 odOl' \ 

- (v) resigns his office by writing uuc.lor his hand 'l~~).u 1Jllll'lodil.\. ~ lh sllt\.~ 
addressed to the Governor; 

1 
bis 1?arv.~ta; u-PP011' 

(vi) is reroovc<l from offico by the Governor. ~Lart'Y \)ci11
0 . ,.~o. °DI' 

(b) A Director who is in any wise personally '1~~-pcct ot tbc s: tu.ii\:; 
concerned or interested in nny bnrgnin 01· contract made J: O (.b) "N°.

1
\g \\l 

by or 011 behalf of the Crown or the :Minister for any \)C~ or 1Wl'•1'~11 cl'l''' 
purpose connected wlth or relating to the Undcrtnkiug, nccr 

11
0,cr t11? Suiuc\l . 

or who in any wise participates or clnims to be cmtitletl o-r : a.inenU.\ug. nt t1 
to participate in the profit of any such bargain o.r con~ ./!>.~ ·~ctor, -wb~ 1~0 ~)10,· 
tract or in auy benefit or emolument arising therefrom, Dlr !.\t u.11Y tlU: ~lo)"' 
shall thereby vacate his oalce as Dir·cctor and shall be 0?e~}.cc or 0.11 ~111\911'1 
liable ~lso upon summury condc-tion to n penalty not ScJ: \.\l\ti,ou .b-c s, , 0~, 
oxeoedmg flfty pounds: \ ~llll (. c) .f}Jl"'J cc 

Provided thnt u Director sball not vacate his office or is 11n ctn1?10l~n 
be liabJo to auy pC'nalty a:s aforesaid by l'cason only of- I -wuo uo.uon Acts., ·ect1 

(i) receiving or being entitled to receive any pny- ; ni\n: o\l•tecl as Di~ o.\1' 
ment, bc11efit or emolument in consequence of his \. 1\-P"fl 1 or accoi'u "VC 1 
appointment as Director; . tun\~teJ.\a..e<l \Cl\ 1} 

1

0\· 

(ii) beinp; l.Jcncficially interested in U.UY 110WSpapCl' \ O°t ~t ue ·wer.o ~C)ci•\' 
in which advertisements relating to t110 trade ot' \' I\.~ \ 1,0 ?ubl,c 4:0 ·\l-' 

business of tho Undertaking may be inserted; c~cts )~l1G-1<J ts' '~' 
(iii) b?ing n slrnrehoklor 01· mo~b.cr (but Hot' a' , . · 'sue\• A.c \le 11 

chrector or mannger) of any mcorporated <'om- 1{;~.ec\ot slw1l 
puny of more thrm twenty persons with which ...-. 1\:i A,cta. 
the Cl'Own or the Minister or any person on \ s'1C ") A de-V~1 

behalf of tbe Crown or the Mi11istc1· has entered ~'for · tbe D\ 
into nny bargain or contract for any purpose to acD. ·ecio1: n111 

conne<'tcd with 01· rclati.11g- to the Undertaking. tuc 1
1~ nets us ' 

. I f tnC \..., :u<1 
(c) A Director shall be .deemed t~ have ~ s auti.cS l\ 

vacntcd his office on the day upon wlnch he attams t11c \ t\e 1 

ago of sixty-five years. 
(5) \ 

: ----irer Ii .. ---- --------------- ~ -----



. 19, 1943, 

.8'11 • . 
• t Ui11cc,·j 

Act No. 19, 1943; 
Q.ro:it1g 11g Q.7id ---- ---- -------------

• S!i.ipbui/d ' New South Wales Got1ernment Engi111ic1·i11g and Shipbuildfog 
111 U nderlalcino. 

·o:mpou1 .·~ . • lCrs • 
;s~gllDJent 0tit~ his er (5) The. Govc1·1~or may, for any .cause which 
,:~t . his saJlli'Y e ppears to him snffic1ent, remove the D1i-ecto1· from. 
. Y fo:r a: Ilice. 
H"e Period 
1• • Ys, except of 1lloi· I (6) (n) A person whor at the date of his appoint-
i·~on o.n loav . ent a's Director,:is m~ officer ~f tho Pub.lie S~rvice .shall, 

11 th or Plltio11.t m tho :vent of lns ?flrnc ~s D1~ector being d1soonti~ued · · 
c moaning 0i· 11 01· abolisbocl, bo entitled,, lf ho is under the age of sixty 

ilhJrr Of tlJa yours, to bo appointed upon the recommendation of the 
oz- .0 trncJo1• Ji. l ' nblic Service Bon.rel to somo office in the Public Se1·vice-
/-li' O 18 hancl not lower iu clnssLfication 4ncl snlnry than that which he 

0 
O'V'o.rn01. hckl irnmeclin.tcly before his appointment ns Director. · 

1 n·n • · 
"fl· . Y lVi.sc Po. Thi~ parngra11h shall not, in the event of Dftvkl Lyon 
i .in{?' conti·i:i 

1%°11all:v McLnrty hei11g 1lppointcd Di.rector, npply to and jn 
/~ . tl!istc/f

0 
.inaaa respect of tho s1.t'id D~wid Lyon McLurty., · 

/llj1~~o tl11derta
1

1 •. llliy ( b) N othlllk ln this Act shall affect the rights 
1c]i ba ~~ .?o on.t;~~111 11oerue·l 01· n<'C1rning under .the Public Service A.ct, ~902, 
lU·is· 18ll.111 or 0 er or m1der the Supernnnuat10n Acts, 1916-194Q, or any 

•"'rto/ng the1·efro~ll· A:~ts nmendin£'. s~1ch Act~ , t.o nn~ po1·so~ appointed as 
to llllcl slui]] L n, Directol', who is at the tune of his appom.tment or bns 

ll Pe11aJty 
11 

>: been nt any time prnvious thereto nll officer o~ the Public 
ic, . 0 Sorvic~ or nn employee within tho meaning of the SupcY-
1. ~ lus office nnnnnbon J\ cta, 1916-1040, or nny amendment thereof. · oa . .,011 01· . · . 
·n<'oiv 0nly of- ( c) Any officer of the Public Service or person 
'tRequ 0 

ai1.1r Pin·. who is uu employee within the meaning of the Super-
enoo of his mmuntion Acts, 191G~1040, or nny nmc11dme11t thereof, 

111 r nppointcd as Director shnll continue to contribute to any 
10 • tb ncwsnanci· fund or acconnt and bo entitled to l'eeeive any deferred 
ho .0 tra<Io 01• or extended lca.vc, nnd any payment, pension or gratuity 
(b ~sei·tec]. n.s if ho we1·0 an officer or employoo within the meaning · 

.'>or~ llot · :,. of the Public Service Act, 1902, Ol' the Snpe~annnation 
: Trr 't~ed <'nm- Acts, J 916-Hl40, M the en:so may bo, or nny Acts ameud-

1 1 WlifcJi ing Fmch A.cts, and for such purpose his service as 
1i,~1('rflon 011 Dirccto1· 1;;111111 he c1comocl to ho so1·vicc for the purpose of 
,1" s onterClcl such Acts. 
· . J>n1·po 

irlc.z·tnl" . sc 
' \ lnf.r 

fo l1crv
0

. 

ftnfns tho 

(5) 

I 
/ 

(7) A deputy mny be nppoiuted by the Governor 
to net fol' · the Director during the illness or absence of 
the Director nnd every such deputy shnll, dul'ing tho 
timo he acts as deputy, hnve tho snmo powers, authori­
ties, duties n~Hl functions ns the Director nnd shnU 

receive 

·~ 

.1 
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euq1loyces. 
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Act No. rn, 1943 . 

. (2) The officers . a'nd employees so appointed or 
en;ployed shall be subject to the provisions of the Public 
Service Act, 1902, as .amended by subsequent · Acts, 
ell.iring their tenure of office 01: employment. 

(3) The Director may, subjl'>ct to subsection five of 
this section, appoint, employ and dismiss such casual 
employees a.s are <leemed necessat'Y for the purposes of 
tpe. Undertaking and may fix wages and conditions of 
employment of such casual employees where such wages 
nnrl conditions n1·c not fixed in nccorduuce with the pro-
visions of any oth~r ·Act. · 

'l'be appointment of casual employees under this suh­
s.cction shall not be subject to t.Jie provisions of the Public 
-S'ervice Act, 1902, or any Act amending that Act, and n 
casual employee so a1)pointccl or employed shall not be 
subject to tho provisions of any such Act during the 
peiiio<l of his employment. 

( 4) For tho purposes of the Undertaking the 
Director may, subject to subsc<"tion five of tbis section, 
with 1bo appl·oval of the Minister for the :time,. bein:r 
ndmi11istorh1g the department concerned, and on such 
tol·ms as ma.y be arranged, make use of the s~rviccs of 
nny of the offkers or employees of any Goi'crnmont 
department . 

. . ·• 

' 
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aki11g, 'Ilg Q7/d • 
~ - S!ttpbui/din Nst1J . .S1Ju/J, Wales O.overnment .1Ct1gi;,.eerinu and Shipbuilding 
1ei.•t1.tion nto.:-----..__ Unclerta/.-ing. 

lls· flio G ·------.- --- ----- ---
. . -Otre.r.no.r ll1 . , .(5) The Director shaU, as far as practicable, make 
11eq to en . ,..use of · the services of the ·professional and technical 
f'fizii.·ing or ~uu:e iVlietJie .staff em.ployed in th~ .Department of Public 'Works, and 

1
11eces.sity Ufbo1·isfrig .l:' :ahall not, without the pravious consent of the Minister, 

/ I\ ni· ~~'. l,Ji·opriet;uo . <engage or employ ilte ·services of other professional or 
io as 'VaJf l lng-a don <> technical advisers or consultants. 
ioncos _c llnd off, e o 
octo as if tho . ectu,.,. , 

r. snnie hacl 
rfoz· ll.nd 
Art- in ·Sllbfoct t / , •100 ' 0 tb 

PART III. 
FINANCE. 

'I 

llr>loy ..,, ns 11111 e 
. th ·~ch ofb ondoc[ . 

0 1JU1.'po CQ1•s llnd 
ses of t·J , 

7. (1) The cnpitnl cost of tho Undertaking is hereby capitilleoat. 
~eclared to be tho sum of thirty thousalld six hundred 

. i1s 
.,q so 
isions llPPointcd 
. ' of tl p. or 

.su hsoqn Je n bJ io 
•.Jrllleut ont .A.ct . s, 
sub.sect' 

ni13,g su~fin :five of 
the Pllr casiur/ 

.'d concuf.oses of 
1e1 · 10ns of 

•llC]i 'fV 
" ''itJz tJ ages 

ie Pro. 

·1aer tl. 
Of th_ Us Sub. 

't .A.ct Public 
sha]] , llnd ti 
l not l 

c ll1·ing th~e 

·ikfnr1' tJ 
• I"\ )0 
•8 section 
nc be· , ing 
0~ suc/i 
\1/ccs oe 
•1·nmont 

(5).' 

:itnd fifty-three pom1<ls 0110 shilling a.nd ten ponce as ~t 
-tlle twenty-eighth tlny of February, one thousand nine 
lmndred and forty-two, lmt mny be added to or reduced 
-1\S in this section provided. . 

The sum specified :in this subsection shall bear interest. 
(2) The :Ministar shnll as soon as practicable after 

·the thirty-fi~·st day of March, ono ihousanQ nine hundred 
;!lud forty-throe, determine the amount by which the 
<:apital ·cost of tho Undertaking shall be increased 'or 
·clecrensed by renso11 of expenditure .01· receipts during 
ihe period of thirteen months immediately preceding, 
:nnd shnll ns soon as practicable after the thirty-first day 
'()f March in each succeeding year determine . the amount 
·~)y which , the capital cost of the Undertaking shall be 
increa.sed or decreased by reason of expenditure ot: 
Teceipts during the accounting year immediately 
preceding. 

The Ministc1· shall notify in the Gazette tho amount 
<lf such increase .or docrelt!le. · . 

In any such not.iOcation the Minister mny decla:re that f 
1:be whole or any part of any sttch increase is not to bear 
·interest. 

Where part of the capital cost of the Undertaking has 
hcon so 'declared not to bcm· interest then in nny future 
notification made under this subsection the Minister shall 
"State. that tho amount is to be added to or deducted from. 
that part of the capital cost of ·the Undertaking which 

bears : 
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a, J9f!?, 
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~' o. 19, 1943. 

-"-C/1 Wa/,.8 G0Dtmw1,.nt Bn!Jin.eeritf!J and SMpbuildinfl 
Undertol.iJ1a. 

'''"' intc,·.,t, o' that Pru-t of the capiw ""'' of th 
Uuderialing whi.,i, docs no! bear infercst, •< that th, 
arnormt iB to be appo1·tioncd .between such pa~ts. 

Upon PUblieatiou of any notitk•tion und., th;, sq 
section the cap;w Cos! of the Uru!ertaking shall be a,..,.., to be •ltor"' ""'•nling1y and ""h aJt.,.,.n.,. •halt 
lake effect hom tho &to •ll<cified in the noti6catiou. 

In tlri, 3Ubseetiou ""'P<nrlitu,e" shult include tl•• 
'&Jue ("3 dotc,_od by tho ){Jn;,,.,) of .. Pital '"'''• 
Which the :\Jinistruc ho, mado a.·ailablo Jo, nso for tho 

Purpo.,,. of tho Uruienakm.-, •ud "'<'<eipt," shall inelude 
the • nine (.,, det'<miuod by the Ministe.·) of capiW 
assets Which tlie l!.inister l1as Witl1drnwu from nsc for tJ1c pul·pose.s of the Undertaking. 

(3) .A notiiication s11aJl not be made nnder snb­
•ection two of thfa ""'lion uni.,. it, "''''" shaU havo 
been appro'l'·c.d by t11e Colonial Treasurer. 

8. (1) A.n account sl•aJJ be kept in tho Spoofat Deposit, 
A""°'"'t in tl>o Trea,u,y. to be <alled tho "New South 
Wru., Govenunent Engineo•fog Md ShiphoiJding Und"­
lakmc W.,Jdng """'•nt." in this .Aot '"•ned to as the "Working .Account." 

(2) (•) TJ,.,~ '°all be <r•dited to the Wo,king .Acco11nt-

(i) all re,·enne, cnrnfogs and moneys reccfred from 
aU sources in tl1e co111·se of the conduct of the Unde2·taking; and 

(ii) <ttoh ruuonnt. as >nay froru time to ti.,. be 
appropriated by Parliament for the purpose. 
(b) ThcJ'e shall be debited to the Working 

.Aecouut in "•P<ct of ••oh '"-ting Year the following 
charges i.12 the order s.et out 11ereu.nder:-

Pfrrlly, all "''" ond "'""""' "'"•Uoev., of and 
incidental to tJ1e administration, nianagelllent 
nnd conduct of the Undertaking, and also the 
"C1sts of repair and .tninor renewal of plant a11cT ~111ipment of the Undertaling, incurred in 
respect of the accounting Year; 

8eco1"11y, 

.A.ct No. l!>, 1.9-i3. 
- -

N tlll SDUIA Wales Goirer1lf!1tnt E1t.gineerit1!1 a'ltd Sh·ipo>A1d'i11t1 
Unde-rW..·fot1. 

Secondly, interest on tbe capital cost of the 'Under­
taking or, where a declaration has been :inadc 
that pa.rt: of t111~ capita.\ c-0st is not to bear 
inlerest, on the interest bearing pa11: of the 
cnpital cost, in respect of the aecolmting year, 
at a rat.e or rates to be determined by the 
Colonial Treasurer, bnt not e:s.eeeding the 
avenge rate vayaule during such neeounting 
-year by the Go\-e1·1Ullcnt for lorm moncys and 
cxchall~e at n 1·ale or rates to be dctennined by 
the Colonial Trensw·er, the amo1mt of whicl1 
interest aud exchauge shall be credited to the 

Consolillated RcYenue Fund. 
The duu·ge of intc1·est by this paragraph 

shall not iuclndc interest pnynble in respect of 
:my adn1.uce made by the Commonwealth to 
the St11te and c-spended or npplied by tbe State 
fot· or ilt connecl'ion ·with t'he cstnblisbtnent or 
conduct of tl1e lindc1·fa.king and taken into 
acco\lllt in fi.'."ing tltc capital cost of the Undcr-

t1Jki11g. 
_T1tinU!J, coubibutious to the Depreciation Resenrc 

9-

.A.ccou11t . Fo'ltrt11ty, snch coutribntion.s to tbe Conso1icla.tecl 
Revenue Fw1d as the Colo1ual Treasm·er roaY 
from tUn.e to time direct; but. in no case shall 
t11c total aroom1t of the coubibntions directed 
to' be pnid 1nK1el' this p1ll'agrnph in respect 
'1f an~· accountillg year exceed sneh sllDl as 
will reimbni-se tl.te State for the amount of 
sinking fond cha1·ges payable by the State in 
l·espect of font accounting ;ear on tbe ont­
stamling balance of loan n1one)1> expended or 
opp\iell by tl1e State for or in connection '"itlt 
tlrn estalllislunent or conduct oi the Undertak­
ing, and taken into a~ount in £sing the capital 

cost of tl1e Undertaking. 
Fift1uy, 1111 amount, in ench accounting )'e:ll'., equiva­

lent to tbe llDlonnt payable by t}1e State to the 
Commonwealth in that acronnting ycn:r in respect 

- -·-·- -----_ ___.-·--"-- --•.;;--
~~ 
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lO Act N'o. 19, 1943. 
• ~ .f!PJJ\tle,Cr\1\ 

e'I'"°'~" Jttll!I• 1,t.esel'.~" 
t1' ~ 41t• Go~ 17.srde~ •ec\a.tion :s t>re.c-

.N .. Boutli. lralea Ga.,ern1nnrt Engll.uri.tg 4Md Skipbuildi11, ]1tt> SO\I to t\l.0 1)e1:it as s0o1l ~0-usa:nd 
U rukrlaL-i11g. ";'outio1ls t})at .nc~, :tcl-i. one ds-Y ill 

Z) Collb'\ ;redi\ed to daY oi 1'l-a; the ~e. :na.11 be 
respect of interest and repayment of capit .\ t 'suall be c{hitts'_{irst e and a{te·\1.'.ib&o~~ ted b1 
on advances made by the C-Ommonwc.a.lth b,cCOllll attei: tne toM-tbl'~ :i: such con 50 cnlC . a.cl on oi: 
the State and ~~pended or applied by the StaltiCt\bl~un.O.l'.ed an<\·car- "F,.ac cl sua\l fa o-r a.p\l1i~ g u\)on 
for or in collJlection with the establisblllcnt o nllie :u.eeeedlllg i;cl-i.bed all" t eSPen e ~t 11:reeea~ g t\l-0 
couduct of the Undertaking and taken int each s ted as p•~otal alll0~ ~a•ch ll-.0 ll'ncl'!-~~ assets 
accotUlt in fixing the capital cost of the Under ca\.C11~ce \o.~_firs\ aaY 0 Undel'.~~g 0 t c:avita tot. the 
taking. xei.e ·e tne t~ •• ts oi tb.e .t.e 'h\.i1'1-~~b\e foT U.6t~· et"ef\·ofll 

. \)eio~ • l n:sse . d bY '""' :'.ratµ> till-g ... cl oi 
The amount of the cl.Jai-ge under this para, the ca'Pl-ta ete~e s Jl\l'lde after dcauc a\sPose oi 

\ 
\ 
\ 

graph shall be paid to the Colonial T'reasurer. ..,,):tle, ss a .,.,;,t\stc• na:t...,"-1.11g) ~ ,, na~e ~n )fillistei:, ...,, 
"il.,. . \he »" \jndet " ~\\lCu \lle f;:O..._. 

(3} Any balance remaining after me{!ting the "'bl.Cb es of. t\\e ·ta\ assets te'(tllilled b1 ~;,t)l.d!a"1l 
charges referred to in subsection two of this section shall \>'(l.t'{>0~1\le of. ell.'Ql \ue, as cle iJ).\.steT ll~ng) · . c\ ua\i­
be applied eitl1cr in reduction of the capital cost of the the ~a a~g tne ~~ch uie: 1Jn(\etUl~ be cte.d\te (\it\)!\\-
Undertaking or other~nse for any purpose whatsoever (\JlC_~ as.sets ~ ses of ie -0unl s'be. a.nilY ci:c Ch rate 
of or relating to the Undertaking or partly for one such cai>t fox \\le nu\"~o;:\;.ing J>.cC u.t'~~ested ount at. su d\:i:eet. 
pinpose and partly for the other as the Minister may use l'3) '!b~ ' est on. ill;e.,,e""'·e J>.c(~ to tune nt tne 
<lirect. '~ ~tll U\ter1ccUJ.tion ~aY fronl t"e ba~11ce a.... be 

)'eal'.1 > U 1)e'P reT .,.. :rt of " nt n' ·1 a. 
Where any bnlanc-e or part thereof is so directed to ~ce oi 16 nia\ ir_ccasn at'l'Y 1'a ."e ,b-CCou; :\.ti.fies an _ 

be applied in rcdnction of the capital cost of tbe Under- s tbe Co1~u ,.,..no\e 0 : tion 'Jtese• 
1
\lllcnt s~:U 'be -re~' 

taking the same shall be paid to the Golonfol Trcasu1·e1·. a l~) ~,,.e -pe-pt'.ecla n\tb. Go"'e~"en\S s 
· of '-"e on~e :\\. ill"e:.•~ al\ ~ 

The Minister shall notify in the Gazette the amount e~e&t 11 ill C?U\lll {Torti s~'c b,ceoun\:.. ceoun\. sb 1".e-
of any such reduction. of the capital cost of the }:n-veste \. a.cc"-uing '\\ ol'.\;lug llese"!\'e . }:..: stnie"t or sets 
Undertaking and, where a declaration ha"s been made ):nteTes aa.ed to t\ie eci.t\tioll C'S ot \\~~0 ... ca\>i.te.\ aS 
that part of the capital cost is not to bear interest, \a'rlY ~;,) 't\le 1)e\)1'.iot I>';r1'0~t'. 1'.e\>\nc\l\o ti:rOe 
shall in such Dotiiication state that such reductfon : ' u;poi• on\'5' 1'.ette"'U\g tillle t~e,a·t ot 
is to be made from that part of tl1e capital cost drn~ nt. 01". i~T _ l1\a'1 {l:o11\ t the et: 1 sn! 
of the Undertaling which bears inter~st, or from that }:nvesbl.01\ae-rt~\11\ ~\11\s\.el'. ; bti.\11.11ce; ilJ.c\ude i tu\s 
part of the capital cost of the Undertaking which does 0 i the . c1 t)l.a't t eaitu1'.e ot an.aeellleO. ~ ol'l io''1'. 0 its.\ 
not bear interest, ox that such reduction is to be appor- YTO~de tne e~Pe~' ~ 5ua'\l b e oi 5ubsecf e of tne ~ap ftei: 
tioned between such parts. Upon publication of such Scutnonse ount {~'-':c vu:rsu3?1ce oi tbe '"a \las nete'u~:raO.e 
notification the capital cost of the Undertaking shall be _ 5ucb a~ iJ).\"ested ~ t~0-fut\'.'dl sceTtaine~ ~(\i.ng tbe ssets 
deemed to be altered accordingly and such alteration 811lo~lll ) \n e'$.ce<:.S ~\e\'.'ta~g : ~a:rds es: e ea1?it8'.l a 
shall take effect as from the date specified in tl1e 1 sett1°11 t \,he Ul'lC! \'.'0,<\Q.e<l) ~g o\" tbe C ~011\a\ 
notification. . Scssets O l\)seC-\,iOll '\) \Jnactti\ tbe ~ ...,,en 

Deynci:i- 9. (1) An account shall be kept in the Special 
!oall~a Deposits Account in th.e Treasury, to be called the "New 
ct::'io. Sonth Wales Governmeut Engineering and Shipbuilding 
2,I:42, Undertaking Depreciation Reserve Aceount,11 in this 
L • Act 1·eferred to as the "Depreciatio? Reserve .Account." 

(2) 

. t)li.S s\l t the as t 0~ 0
-

'11' iness o cb sutns '~ed ou c-O~t. 
ot' bus tnat sn a-p1>... ne 
tuere0f =a a f"-'"t\1~-r t sn..al\ oe 
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Act .No. 19, 1943. 

~----
l9.\o3-.... ~o ).9, t ~' . p.e . ¢i"g 

• z11g'" . 
· .i1e•• · ~ cctio-n 

Oo"ti"" it ,.1.41-'" •. • subs 1: "'a}65 tj1\ 6 eQ. to Ul . ;nt\O~ 0 
N~w Sou(J. lrakt Got·ernmen1 Engine-eriflg and Shipbuildirir;; 511UL1' l'.etc1'1'. ch c.on't.Ti'i> >rge oll 

1s 

U nderlal::tno. ..... c\\ni:g_e5 ,. ct s\l: ~.... a C\1 n 
t u.-.e • ....,,.,, P. ' ... en.a.:~ ts 

l'.a. o t oi "'.,... d to • • !'<>'·""'" ~ 
acrount towards the i-eductiou of the capital cost of th ~ing -ce~. 0~ eig}\ be allo~c earning» u!·co~r. 
Undertaking, but in no case shall the Colonia1 Treasm~0 of. se~eot ll.l-a1" t \ll.C l'.e'1'enu.e,c0n\.-se 0 \ 1'.<~~\ ~a. 
gi•e &DY soch direction which would have the effect o: :i:ti.o-n tll:0 .., j\.CC.0'1l

1 · ting ~ei\l'. ces ui. t~e 1\t to 1ll~6 ~;11J~"!, 
reducing the amount standing to the credit of sucl ~e \\! ot1'1.l}:=> . l\l"I.~ ncc01!'ui al~ so11i: e i:flS\\~ic o{ scct1on(': 15. 
account to less than two-thirds of the value of tht ~en Ul el.~c(\ h ·tl\"1-ug ai:eetl.O~ ~o nS, out. 0 .., 
capital assets of the Undertaking ascei-tained as herein- l.~~011eys tf tue u1\~~i: \l\ 1>tib~ ·ensul'.ei: :~ ~o•\O.""' 
after in this subsection pronded al\ eon.duct 0 

. etci:red ~o\ou'ltU- ~ ~ "Pt\J to 
tbe ~ges 1 t t\>C :n1:1-ine-n~. -

\\here any sums arc so dircct.ed to he applied in rcduc- t\\e c,nn f. \\\il> ~c ' b~ 'J>t1.l'. 0,Jlcieuc~ · 
tiou oi the capital cos~ of tl1e Unde1·takll1g they shall be ci~1t 0 yto~\ocd 1i 0i S\\cll 

b,.ceoun 

' 

paid to the Colonial Treasurer. · llloue5
5 

t t\\e ~==------=-----\\ 
The Minister shall notify in the Gazette the amount of 

anr su.ch reduction of' the capital cost of the Undertaking - -p ~J!,1t ~- 1'.0· °f"~!d~ 
nnd, "·here. a dcela"ra?on has been m~de that part . ~ . t to \,\,e -PbU.c ot 
of the cnp1ta1 cost is not to bear mterest. shall Gv.1'E nO. sublCC • \.be -pu ux-
in such notification state that sncli reduction is . :voscs. oi n l\"l.ll1 uuO.c 

0 
sa~e. Y '.1;.s 

made from tbat part of the cnpiW. cost of the Under- £ o i: t\•c \l1~0 ~b1\stirr111C1le\i"Dg t'-?ubU.c \'\ 01 
en 

taking which bears interest or from that pa1-t of the 1.1· ~l.) \}Us .:.'-ct, l i\.\\Y ~ct 11 cs 0~ t\le \S nn! su lt. 
C..'lpital cost of the l;ndertaki.ng which does not bear . i;iolls oi 191'1.., :i1id. file \?111\>°~c<.\uent ).~b~rl.scd ~~~" 
interest 01'. that tlie rcd.nc;>.liou is to be apportioned between ~\!'ot~S ~~\l\11d- F0~cil b: $U\>~for all l).U 0 co11sU:\\C . s"'o 
sncb parts. -Cpou publication of snch notification tbe :\,ase au~ t1.S atJlCl\ \lled to \:le 0. to be tll; . a ~ct l\S 
ca'pi!al t'OSt of the Undertaking shall be deemed to be ~ct, 191.'1., :ha\\ be '8.e'h ue o.e~~= oi tM Sill . . 
nltered accordingly and snch alteration shall take effect 1>\\tcbase~ ,\.stcr sb~ in.e:lu\.TI"' . . ii"e, tb\tt! 5 
ns from the date specified in the notification. · ll<.\ t\)c_ - \\~..-i\.\Ull l ,e ~ ;ut, t\:nrt~: ct, 1.91'1., 3 

'3 

For the pm·pos.cs of I.his subsection the value of tb e 
capital assets of the Undertaking at any time shall be 
deemed to lie tile total ru~ouut expended. or applied on or 
befo1-c~ the thirty-first day of )[arch next preceding upon 
capital asset.s of the Uudcrtakiug (indndiug the Yaluc, as 
determined hy the )[inister, of ca'):>ital assets which tl1c 
::Y-mister has. made available for use for the purposes of 
the L'ndertaking) after dooncting therefrom the Yal11e 
of capital assett which have bMn disposed of {including 
the Yalac, as detennined by the Minister, of capital a'ssets 
wbich t11e Minister bas mlbdrawn from use for the 
purposes of the Undeiinking). 

(6) If t11e )finister considci:s the amount at the 
credit of the "·'Torking Account insufficient to meet tJrn 
contrjl;ution rcfcrrecl to in suhsootion two of thi~ section, 

having 

\ 

3 t\l p.l1 ~->.0 ·\S ;:>. t n.n:J 
b,.U e~ded: . t sectio"s~,: c -pnb\\c ;; ~ot n\llM., c:~ sna.l\, 

\ 

nln , d O t\l'iJ. of. \•\ S}\l\U t \\Cl\ J:>- Qll-
°Pl'.0~ etni1'.l:-sc"'~nc1't ~~~~\.,-.ci.g\lt o~.ct oi ar.-.1 c 

• n11~ ub"'""' · l t .... • · · 1'.Cl'ilf·--
s\S (lei\ \>'$' S \)ut o;,c<:\'\Ol to ani\ \l\ . ·u)stCt 
aiil~n: \l11rcun.sc, (\is, n\l\'.l\: 1,\ ti•n-cbase: }..ct, t\1C ~~e\iug 
f;\l\:.l\ tis ll.'1l~au 0 all: sue oi tbl~ ::1s cous euaea 
l(.\\\t~s te\at:n1!; t .. M -pn•-\)0~~~ \n 1i\~ 1'J12t n.sit\i: ot.Ue-r 
t•nc £o-r • "cs•I?" ,~ ~c .. , ,,, . t o h-

\'J.) \n1ids ;'lie \'{ol'.l"" fne-r p.C ' t\1\s su 
cscl1~e t1le yu\l Q.et l\n.1 o e 1ludc't ,-e been 

~~otl.tJ w1dt~tts,_ ot a"~,, c)(.c\1ll.:~11oses. to b~t\;oi:itY 
~: subseA"c~s acqu.xced to-r n'\l do11sti:-uct'\l\g undet 
v. ;\., 1.11:1:0 occin . 35 
i:i.n~""" :na\l ne. ~usl<lt 
~cc\i~l\ ; \l'S' t\le · 

i:.ureo 
ac<.I 

... ,. '1 
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~ ~°' ' J>_e ·1'6~"g 

. • t :t~r . e.&vee'-
..A.ct No-. 19', 1g43_ l oo11~~~i111!1· '\'e \1l l'. ua1.\o't-

l» ~~ t5« sba\1 ~u t\1.e ~ iol'.ce 
1ieVJ s-t1· lfales Gcivmu1mtf Engineering Olld SMpbvilaingtf ... sooa Gel1ei:t1.1- i_etred 0 ice 1.°ll ~uG.i\ 

liwd~rla.1.-ing, · .. ua'-\ol'.- ....._ co1l -"tel'. \.O .1o \\lB ;\" 
- ~~e 1> O~e;i.~ '\l0l'.e,iµ • l)._\\U '' t\-'Q'Q J 

r'l)• . ,,.."" :\! t\1.0 'P 01'. \}.1\\;S ' t;'\l&.U- -\;\\(\ 
under the Public Works Act, 1912, as amended by snbst ,,. u~t. n: · la"' llo~ n'\iC acCOt\le s~e ~ees. l.i1- :\)\\e 

li 

qnent Act:s, foT an authorised WOl'k. l sucin \,'f' ~"'! ~ ot "Q~el\a'i~ a C1ll'1'0-}.Sot l'u. 
(3) The M.iu.i8ter may make available for use f-Ol):e-ne7~ to.~ ~e }._cts_: 0~ce•S :t'\.l'lg o<iice · t 1\~\\_. 

the PU11)0Ses of the unde1·taling- ce\a~~. ancl· ' t\nd. ~res '\;O n.CCo • l t).01\S ~o~ 
{a) any land for the time being vested in him aa.b.-C'°':bEl.1)i.t!tC\O:s it t.t\1tl ~ • a\>B tegil ~\,etS '~~~C Q. 

Constructing Authority under any Act and not:'> _t l'.P~ei- ~! ~"nl!. a\l 1'l
11 v-rcscr~.:ed 

1-eqni.red for the purpose for wlricl1 the same ~~l'.tnlents- Go~e,-n°~t t>'~¢l.u\ted. to ': 11-cesc\'.l. 
.was acquil'ed; ae\lS. t1) ~\n uU.-s.~~ ol'. -pe:r~}ell'-."o ~- e 

(b) any land purchased or :icquired by excllange 1-~ste''t "'1. "1'.e<\\'\l.-ce o\'. coll..- ol t1\1S b.. a:ce to tD' 
under th~ authoriiy of this Act. · ~c.o ... ~s bet •'l'.~'cccs:.s'-Y ........ ~s\,01•5 "t \)tel~. \' Go-vel'.~.o>[j' 

\..,_\ ·e .. ~" 'Q•- •t\l.O... . "\,1\e , ¢\lo 
The Minister may from time to tim~ withdraw from b1 "'\l).c\l ~1 

0 ut u>e. n:na '\\'\. 5 ccb.O'\M fo\~0 

use for ~e purposes of the Undertaking any land so f t c,a-cnl.1.1.g \la,-ti~\a.-c o-n-e. ot tb1S cet ot aer· 
made a'ailabfo. . o t'1) 1ll :osee~oll l1l- -re;,"Q t t\\0 \Jn ot 

\ 
\ 
- \ 

~ · 

. . . . . ...,. oi su _ _.,, ~o'¢> cts o ~ose 
A11mw ; 12. The Duector slrnll furmsll to tl1e ::.\[nuster Uuo11gh ene:rs.U:•~"-e re.gu;i.a i)ital a!'-5 t1\e 11'\.\•~ati.oU. 
np<1.rt. t_ · the Under Sec1"!.'tury as soon as practicable ai-ter the g a."'! ~a. i t)l.e ~\0115 fol'. :ne l)et>! 

I thll·ty-first day of J.larch in each year, a full and pa.r- :a-tteJ:S ~- cl).~s\.Oll oe'\as.Sitlel\ .
1 

}lS to \: ca ot 
1
' ticnlar report in wri ting on the operations and actitities \a.) t1l~llg into ol.lt-ribut~.o t e.~ell~lla.er-

( of tlle Undertaking, and shnll at all times keep the ~ tn cu\a.'O:ng c 0~t; Uie a1.1l.011u ot t'\le \. t\\e 
' Minister fully and accurately informed regarding all ' f se~e J..~ :U,oll. o-i ·t:i.\ 3,SSe~ct1..tion as~ -n)lle 

matters relating to the Undertaking. - . e a.etel'tJl\na tbe calll. cb c\S.S5 t\'lou.sa11. tnete-
., ' ~ \l).e. . ;i. 'tl.Y()ll \I\ en 011.e ~e 

Att11uta 13. {1) TJ1e Direetor shall cause to be .kept proper C0 a\l'P)ieu n~\Jl.ec1 i }!.nte'\l.• t nt an'Y . 
µid audit. books of account in relation to fhe Undei-taking and as ; ~ng; st c\s.J ;,j_\jl-ree, 0 1)ellreo.a-

soon as practicable after the thirty-first day of March • ~-;.. all3. to . ns to t~e is.tc3. fol'. 
in each year shall prepare and submit to the Auditor- ·, b11ll-ill'. o1ltti.1>Uuz\. ue CP>cu 
General statements of account and balance sheet setting ~;" a-ttet:; \. ~bie'\l. ~w1.\ s\lll. 
forth a true statement of the :fiuaneial position and 

1 ~ o tne ~te :el'.~e ~ -
transactions of the Undertnkiug fop tbe immediately . 1 • (.e) ti_on ~ sslil-cn.b.0!\· sna\1- . 1\. O't 

preceding accounting year. i eaC\1 a <1Ulat}ons • Ga-z.ette; ,., nub1\ca.tl0 _..\t1..-
1 ·, 1'.e~ • e nc"'" r te.!'. ..... 

Such statements of account and balance sheet shall be ., \'&) tt'lle . l'l.eO. lll tb a.a.te o-t \ne<1 i:n '\)).e 
in a form appro\"'ed by tile A.nditor-General. i ) be \l'llb~s t ttol'.P t.'\l~ '\)e S\lec t '1l"it~i.n 

The Auditor-General shall examine and audit tbe said \ ' - \ ~(~) t~e e~~atet aa.te i y~1i'aJ1'l.e:b\iell>U.0'!1i 
statements of account and balance sheet and if found to - 1 tto'Ul a 9.1\a \)l.1l.0u,se~~t :t \)l.e ~ n ana \, 
be correct be s.11all so certify a:nd sign the sa.id state- : u_ons ~ )>eiote ?° OB-!s iµ :n l:n o:,ess10 

• ~o 
ments of account and balance sheet. . • r. , be \al.a. si.Wl'~ e1l.t \s t\l 

,c1 toui:teetl lf YaI~ 
\)l.e-re<>i 

-\ 
\ 

.\ 

\ 
\ 

I 
l 

After such e."'i:nmiuation and audit the Director shall 
forthwith transmit the said statcm.ents of acconnt and 
balance sheet to the Minister throngh the Under 
Secretary. 

(2) 

f'i e,-1 
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Act No. 19; 1943. 

\ N~ Sr111.(1& lfalea Go't"ern111ent B11gi.n~eri11g cind Bhipbu.ildi 
U11.U..l4L-ing. 

------
not, then within fourteen sitting days after \ 
commencement of the next session. 

(4) If eitl1er House of Parliament passes 
resolution of which notice has been given at nny ti: 
lVithin fifteen sitti:D,g days after such regulations ha,• 
been laid before such Honse disallowing any reg'ulatio 
or part thereof, such regulation or part shall tlforen 
cease to lut •e effect : 

Dy Authorily: • 
AL1!11m Il:io.~r Prrr.IFEJt, ;\eting Go-rcuuna1t Printer, Sydney, l!!U.. 
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1'te1D SouJh Wales Govunn•onl Engi11rcring and Shipbuilding 
U11tkrlaJ:in11. . 

BE it enacted by the K.ing"s Most Excellent ~fajcsty, 
by and with the ad>ice :.tncl consent of the Lcgis­

lath-e C~:mncil nud J.cgislllzfre AsscmlJJy of Xcw· South. 
Wales in Pal"li:imcnt assemblctl, and. bY the autho1:it~ or 
the same, ns follows":- · • 

PART I. 
PnELlMIXARY. 

I. (1) This Act may be cited as· the' 'Xew Son th Walee­
Govel·nment Engineering and Shipbuilding Undc1·t~kin~ 
.Act, 19!3.H- 19bs . 

(2) This _<\.ct is di,·i<lcd into Parts as follows;­
p .'\.RT L-PsELnrrs,~r.Y-ss. 1, 2. 
PART II.-Amnx1sTRAnox-ss. 3-6. 
PART fil-FixAxct:-ss. 7-10. 
P .AR'J;' IV.-G:r::xEr.AL-ss. 11-14. 

2. In tbis .Act, unless the context or subject matter 
otherwise indicates or requires-

... Accounting re..'lr" means a pedod of tweh-e months 
commencing on tl1e flrst day of ~ pril and cml­
ing on 1be thirty-first day of lCarch following_ 

f ·~e~etet"-fm--thc-timc-betttg­
of t:ke l!ndei'fal:ing. 

,' '.Prescribed" means prescribed by this Act or. by 
tl1e regulations. 

"Regulations" means regula tio11s made under this 
Acl 

~er-Secrcitttyl..Lmcatts-H~~de3: SeeFetary ef 
~a:E-bn~-OOlie-~<wks. 

"Undertaldng" means Ule Xe:w South Wales .Gpv­
ernment Engineering and Shipbui1d.i:ng Under­
taking. 

~ N IJco,-,/ "' ,,,, .. ,,.,,.f' /~e J;{;r.,. 0<"</.yc_rd r.tcrc:/ eor 
N<'w fOvtl l: o-'::-.r o .J C'r:-nrr:r.,.r_.:.c.I ly T ;1-,:,. Act; 

,. Ch e,;r.nrfJ:t} ''"'""•IS C/>_.,;;.,.,._,/] c/ lh,. l]cwr.-/. 

'·.1>,,-.,,.1-.:v,, ,,,_~,,,,... a '71~-... ·b···· ~"'" 11:(;" /.Jri>AJi.T 
•' Vte( - tiu,;,.,,, ,,.,, '' n1c><-11r -1',t., V.. e - (h,,., , ... ,..,,,, 

or /he 8~ .. ,-;,·d'. 

-

p 

l 

i· 
l 
I 
I 



,. 

~o. 10, 10-t3. 

1..'ew Soulh lralcs G(Ji;ernme11t E11!1i11ccriuu a11cl Shiz1t1,·ildino 
U 11dcrlct1.:i11g. 

J? AH.'l' II . 

' · ' 

• t\.D::\Il NIS'!'llA no~. 

3 'I'l '\T s 11 "\. ] a . . O<'(v-r-1 • 10 ... , cw (JU l 1 ·a· cs ovm·11111 ei1t J~nn·111ccrrn 11· ~l~h:·t to 
1 1--:l . I ' I l' c· I t 1 . 1 C) ;::, h·11

' ' ' H!!llt>r'il 
lll · ~ 1111 .1111 ( u!:.;.· i ~1 '.!l' u rn1g.,i1lrnl ba u11tlcr tho goncml .. ;am1f:•!1,11..;11 
a11agc111c11t o[ the li-i~v~.tt.' . <;l':11..-I, 1, of U11Jcr~ 

I tl t f J U 1 1 
, I ~·-·et('rf l'!Vi111' 

n 10 ma 1.1113·e:ruci~ .o t ic m crhl rn1g tlw lli~ · i;,1,r:,.,1y,/ 6 •/ 
ball 110 subJcct to the control nud dii·gc}ion of the l/d· IYv·r 'f':.: 
Iiuisior. ( .Lee. &-o :J(i) o. t-- :;&c"ck J ' ' 
4. The fnnclions of t11 0 Umlcrlaking Shull include nll Fuui:tions 

iypes oe Cllg'iUCCl'iilg · (ineJucliJ1µ; g'CllCl'nl CJlt.rinccrin<Y nm1 °~ llic . . . ). . l .
1 

. . "' , - o 'Li11for· 
rnarmc c11gmc·l' J'J11g , sl11p mi ll111g aud ~111p rcpnH'ing nnt.1 t:ihli1g, 

dockii1g a11cl sut'll work or a like or iucWc:11tnl chnra<~tcr 
ns the ~ I iuii;lcr may from ti mo to time app1·0\·c, nnd shall 
nlso ~1clt1dc any work nr nctivity which is i11 citlentnl 01" 

. suppkmc.:utnry lo tho po1·fo1'llltlllCc of nny of such f-1mc7 
tions. . 

·· 5. ( 1) There shall be a State Dockyard Board Constitution 

N S tl 
\ll 1 · · f · of Doard. of ew ou 1 n a l:'.S con.s1stmg o ' seven persons 

appointed by the Governor on the nomination of lln1M•~c,f i>y 
the Minister. -4-c f #"· 1. 

(2) A person nominated for the purposes of ltJ I:'? 
subsection one of this section may be an officer 
within the meaning t"f the Public Service Act, 1902, 
as amended by subsequent Acts, and shall be a 
person who, in the opinion· of the Minister. can 
serve the best 'intel'ests of the Undertaking by 
reason of his knowledge of and experience in the 
Undertaking, the direction of other undertakings, 
financial administration, marketing, legal aspects of 
administration, or industrial relations. 

. (3) Of the persons so appointed, not more 
tMur three may ·be persons who bold, or have held, 
an appointment at the Undertaking or who are, or 
have been. employed at the Undertal<lng. 

(4) (a) Two Directors shall be respectively 
the Chairman and Vice-Chairman of the Board and 
shall. be appointed as such by the Governor. 

(b) The Governor may appoint a 
deputy to act during the Governor's pleasure in 
the absence of a Director and a deputy appointed 
under this subsection-

' .. 

--.__ ... , . 
- -...-. -·· - ---·- --~ 4--
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. !..~ 
Top: Wa/811 Island Dockyard, with the aerodrome. 
Bollom: Ship co11s/11Jction al Walsh Island Dockyard 
- three 5,600-ton steamers_ on the slips. NMM 
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:READY FOR 
USE 

. . ..... 
The f101tin11 dock al ·Walsh hlilnd, pictilr•d p!orli!!lly 1ubmer1ed durin11. 1he iest ainkil\g on Satutday,, Tha ·dix;k i1 ready ;r_or 

me. (Story, Pa11c 3.) ' 
,. I 

,., .... ~._...._.._. .. ~~---.·~·-·····,,.,~ ··,.,~·-····•h••·~·""ll: ... ---------~----·--

f\t Submerging of Floating · Dock 

Mr,, f, H. · Hawkins, M.L.A., the Mini1ter for. Work• (Mr. Cahill) and Mr .. 
J. H. Mitehell, new wo'rkt ina11agcr fo r the thipbuildin11 yard, II the tri•I tinkins 

of the floating dgck al Wal1h l1land. 
~------.~~~~~-......;= ..... ~--~~~·~~~-....... ~·-~~~---~ 
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N.illWCASTJt.E '' MORNING IWRALD", FRIDAX, ?TH NOVEMBER, 1.9}+1. 

___ ,..... ___ -__. ......... . 

( 
1 
·wm NOt Recommend Money; 

'. '. For Newcastle Shipy~<!j 
SYJJNEY, Thursd11y.-Rcplying to n 

q11Cl!Lion in P11.l'llan1c11 t to-dny, l.lrn Min· 
it1tcP for l'ublio Wo1·ks (M1·. Cohill) 
revealed tba.t tho A11strtllio.n ShlJ)l,milding 
Bon 1·d Juul J'cfused to recorn/llend to tho 
Commo1rn1~aJtb Government that. r:noney 
ho 0111de available for the oonst1·uction of 
o. gbipyu~d nt Nuwcl).llt)o. 

' The quBBt.ion wu raised by Mr. 
Hawkins (Newoaatlo) , who · u11ked .Mt. 
Cahill ,\·hethcr he coul<I indicate when 
work on the fi~t ship would commence. 

"Ir the1·a is rin,v. difficult.y m oxpoditing 
lids work,'' !SUit! 11"1-, ti'.1wki11s, "will tho 
Mlniater lio111111lt the ll'r.dc1·11I Go,·ernmcnt 
with o. view ' to overuowiu11 the diliic11lly 

'llO tha t tllis im1101·tan t work 01m proceed 
w i ~h illl Qi>ecd r: ., 1. · , 

t.b'. • Cu.hill i replied~ ' ·~~· la quite trite , 
.aa 1I mcntioµed 1ome hlme ago, thnt 
' the ~ Go,·erp,ll}eµt • 11hipbuildl11g yard n~ 
N'ewcaatlo ill' lipW. in a J,lO&itlon to n.ccct>t 
ordera · for the ~~1truotion of ahip11, runt 
pnriiauh1rly nnval ,1bip11. The work !lf 
rcuibvjp_g the ·.~giueoring shop& from 
Wo.1'h .Jslnnd to,_tha new site is proceed· 
Ing, and it wlll not be lollir before lhe:i• 
11re n-ercc~~d; -411<!.ltlonu.I lnnd bas 1,J~-an 
nbtnlncd, . 1uid ··~11. ·:11xtcnsiy~ h1~out ro~. 
the 11hf11Yn.rd "hnR b~ou p1·c)>nred rn ill{tte•. 
11ie11t -w1lll tbll Shin~ulldlnl( Jl!lut·d. . 
• ' 'In order to obtain nocefililll')' Joan 

nw11ey (or thill work 11 rccommeudatl6n 
11111~t bQ mnde bv the Shipbuildii1g Ilonrd 
to the Jl'cdernl Clovcrnrnc11t for £11n1ls to 
bo runde ll\'!lilable In the 8111UC w11y ns 
thoy hl\vc beeu ma.de avnilnblc to private 
&h ipbwldinit y11rds or t>rlvate inchLs~iet. 

"Au unplicntion to that of!cct hn8 becm 
mn1Jo to tho Rh ipbuilclin1t lloard, but 
uufortun,itcly, tho bonrd is not. prepare~ 

to 1·ecommcnd to the Federal GovtrnnwdL 
UH•t mt>ncy be mnde avnllablo fo1• Lhe 
nonstruotlou of 11 11bipf,11.rd nt Nowcl4eLle," 
Ml'. Cnhill added. " '.tho bon1·d, hOW•!Yer, 
i• prcpnred to 1·eao1umend to tho Federal 
f;ovemrnent thnt money be 'made. avnll· 
nble fo1· tbe construotlon of 0111!1.Deu or 
na1·ti1 of e1111inc1 at the Dyke Eod. Tbe 
boird is anxious that the St.ate Oovern· 
ment shipyard 8hould oonfliio its opern· 
tiOUd to rcpu.ir wnrk or the mannCnctm·e 
nf nuxiliary ntJtt:hinery, anrl not ent.ar 
into the fldd of ah.ipbuildinll. 

'' l\ t. orcaeut we have 11. colllplete •hlr>· 
b1illdin1e y11rtl nt . Wnl~b Jelhnd at.nndlng 
hllc," Mr. Cahill · co11ti1111ed, "Wllh the 
trnnRfer of ~he maohiue1',V from • \Vnli!h 
lslnnd to tbe new ~hipyRrd n11d with 
utll!e11tlon of tho lifting 11111>linnces which 
it WM thought could TICVl!r be' lllled, 1J11t 
which rire n.h·e!ldy boillg erected at • the 
new shipy:ird. orde!'s can U!lW ho token 
by ua ror the con1L1•uotio11 of na vo I 
voaaole. J.lut th11 Sh.lpbulldiog Doat·d it 
not r>rcipa.red to recomrucnd thnt .money 
ba rnA<le o.vail1t):>le for lht\t purpose. .1 

"I Ill.II takin11; Lho matter' UI!_ agnin wlth 
the board becanne. a.11 the Premier hnJ· 
~aicl. 11ltips lite b!!.dly needed to-dny1 We 
hnve. 'ihe · 1ippll1111ceo 1J.vni111ble - for- ,hi).)­
huildinll, ' yet we -_ 11ra '.l\Ot' ,, allowed / to" 
proceed . with the iivqrk, ·~ .. ; . : · "· 

'rho;, Lendor · of.' the Qppo11ltio11 (M~. 
M11i\'): l~erhnP.8' J' will 11ivo ·an order • . 

111r. ' 011hill: . Apparently t.he• Lc11cler of 
tho Oppoailion · h11cl Aomc ,. i11£or1n11tlon 
when he•· told t hl11 Houaa eome• time• ago 
that the Government could never enl{age 
in ehlpbuiJdlli,ir. .' • ' "-

Mr. · Mair: l ··bad ho ·1nfornintion. 
Mr. Co.hill; I Wln quite, appreciate the 

anxiety oi member• who ·reprceent• tho 
NewOlletie dlstrie.t . We •htva at our ehitJ· 
building yard all the aJ>pJlanc1111 neceel!l!-l'Y 
and we need · only &Dout, ' alx , m11chmP 
tools for the m11nufnat11r11-.·'of :comvlet" 
marine enitine~ for vessel• t.ho.t .we can 
build oul'8clve1J 11nd. £01' hulls. tl\nt ar" 
now lylnj! In Sydne,v IIar1111ur." Jlleo.r, 
hen.r.) 

Report on Concrete. Ships 

CANDElRRA, Tbur~dny.-The Mlnieter 
in Chnrge of Sh.ipb11ilding (Mr. 1\fnkin> 
Ill.lid to-do..v t-hnt be would · co.II for a 
report on tho poMibility of . bulldin11 
couoreLe ahlps in A.natrnlio.. lie waw 
oomment.lnlf on report& , th11t concrete 
~hipa of 4000 tone, ;which · wpre aa .fa.st 
nnd s~aworthy as . any eleel ship, wore 
beiug conlrl.ructed jn _ Ensland, usina 
m11inly ordinary · build1na lnbour. 

Mr. Makin said ' It could not yet be 
stnted whether construction of •u9h ships 
here would be practicable. 



l Dyke End Shipbuilding Site 

Panorama of pm of the area ·for the new shipyard and engineeriog site at Dyke 
End, lookioa: ~anla the eogineering works sih:, the fin~ uoit of which ia picllm:d .. 
Tbe finl sbipbuildiag berib will ·i.., in die immediale foreground. The area e:x-

le11ds. a.boo.I l OOOft. from the foreground towards Ca:rringlon. 

Left: Diunanlli:ng of the oriRiod boiler shop al W.alsh blaod. It is lo form one 
of Ilic he&")" engineering ~op& at Dyle encl. The 50-ton overhead crane and an 
eigbt·lon travellrog crane will be tr.aosferrcd lo Dyke Encl, witb other m:alcrial. 
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NEWCASTLE "J.IQRI'!ING Tif~TU\J,D''. 1 i.IONDAY, lOTII NOVillf1IlJli:R, 19L1-J.. 

SHIPPING-BOARD 
AND DYKE':END 

~'lntolerable Attitude,'' 
Says Mr. Hawkins 

~fr . tr, ;r) Ilnwkli1a, M.J,,A,, Ktron11h· 
nttuck1:d tho Common wcolth Shi11b11ilCJ. 
Iu11. lloa.1·d yesterduy fo1· ite r~rusat to 
a.s818t the State Goye1·omeut io at11l'tiui; 
l.ll'~duction at the S~te ~hiphuilding ynrdii 
at Dyke End. 
,,. He de~cribed the boal'd'a attitudo Rd 

mtoleroble, anti coatrncy' · to its nutiomll 
emerj!encv tespoiisibillties.'' 

Mr. Hnwklas wall com1ncntln11 oa dis· 
cloaurts morlc In Pal'liameut by tbe Miu· 
lgtcl' for Wo1·k1 (l\lt'. Cahill) that thl! 
bou 1·<1 hnd l'l!fu11ed to reoommcmd that 
funds l,ie made av11il11b.le fol' t he Stale 
l!nleq1!·1ee, althongl~ it had recoDlrnencl· 
erl. Res1slnnce to ln'1\lnLa Ynr<la aud lndlll• 
tries. , • 

The <ll 1ielosu1'.C~ _ ol Lhc Minister wcr•· 
dletut·l1lng, ea.id :Mr. liawkiua nntl in· 
dlet1 Lcd that nction abou1d be 't11k1!n im· 
mr.llintely by tbe l?ode1·nl Goveriimeut to 
SC<} tlmt i t~ µolicY of n mn:itlrnum wur 
l'llort •vus 111 no wny rcl.al'dod 01• imiiu· I 
d1cocl by tho !\ll))Rt'ilnt 1·eluctil11cc or t.Jlll 
uot11·u to mn.ko neo of tbr. ahinbuildinu 
plant fi\'itilable at Nowcnstlc. 

It cn11ld not be too clcnrly cmplin~l~t\o l, 
he decl111·<'d, that the State ynl'ds at Now· 
Ol>slle were complel.c building~ Cullv 
e11uipperl with cranes, ' mad1lno toois 11.nil' I 
other esecntiu l tools. Tho total vnll;c, he 
uode~s.tood, w115 nPl)l'OXlm11ioly £000,000. 
Pl'OVl,8100 by the bMrd or a rcw heavy 

I 
mnr.h 111e loolH \\'011ld pormit of tho com· 
1>letc production of m111·i11e cnidnos. 

. In Other St~tes 
'l 'he bou.rd hlld .u.ot only ·~utbotis~d the, 

furthel' equlppln~ of priv~tct. ei1tabli11h· 
,mcnta, buL h hnd uCCll rci1u119~ hy thQ I 
~Hoi8Lt1r for Lhc ~ilVY U...lr. Makin/ thdt 
it prupo~cd to cO!IOJll'uuL two adcl1 tional 
mnduo el1l{lno wo1·k111 in qther Stutes. 

' 'How c1111 the bor11·d Ju11~1fy uo111111 ILLl11ij 
tlic lJ'ctlernl Gove1·n111c11t Lo <tbe enol'mou~ 
expenso involve<l ill thol!C'- projl:lcLs wli1lc: 
ut the slime time it ro!uee8 to take full 
ndvnulnge of t.ho pJunt ' nll'e1u.l.y u. 1•11ilnhl~ 
ut Newcostlu ~·· naked Ml'. .li11wkina. 

'l'ha bounl'a l'l!rusul to f111·ther Lhu ~Lato 
Gover111nout's · phw waa cveo mol'e a,;. 
lou.11di111i. a11 it.II n.ttitude woe p1·eventi u11 
the pluchl!l uf no initial Ol'UCI' fo1· 011~ 
ao..';o,I 1·clllscl lo be built ut the Dyke Ead. 

:-iuo\1 an Ol'del' wou ld eaable tlta or· 
1(111 11 1111~100 to be developed u11d v11lu:1.l1l~ 
pluu l tu ue. cm11loyetl, and would !call 
to t ho h11ilui 11J.1 uf ntlui tionul i<L11n1J;m i 
!ncrohaut 0 Vt'.'Escl~ • . t he nece(:<!!ity or wlLi11h 
IR Lho pnlnrll'y 1·1·U11V11 !u1• the. Lo11 l'J '11 
exli.le11ce,'' hu J1>o: lm·c1l. 

"\Vbilc t ho hourd is n11pa1·c11Lly 111.1111'j}o 
lJnl'!'d to 11rnke ui;e of tbe t!tu l.e'a i1lle 
pluut to fur ther ~h.e En11>i1•c'1 wn.r effo1•L, 
1t is ~iug~lnr tha_t it, hna nnun14cd wiLh 
~e,·ei·o ) 11~1\lato e~tnbh.iiht11ou tii wh0$0 pre-
11rnt orcc;htalile elforl.s ute alrc1Hly tuxini: 
theil· facililica 1wJ ~tal'f to Lhe ut1110$L, to 
l11r clown !or Lh om ud<l.itioanl building 
bt>l'th~ . 
~I r. H ll\\'kl11ij ttidd the ' 'Nl!wt:astl tl 

Mol' ll in; HC'l'nld" rdi Lel'ial on 1.l'1·illoy hud 
0Q1·1·eotl:v MEcrihed tl\u buanl' .1 al.a 1111 us 
''pl'eJ1c>sLerr111R nr11l 1111l11lell hiihlc.'1 H had 
1·ii:thtly d~mnnderl Lhal t ho bonrrJ ~hu11 lol 
not. ho µel'miLk1I t.o l'b~lruoL n1· 1lclai• thr 
enttrpri~e (1[ the New So1dh \\lulu~ 
ClovorntnenL. ;111u llmL ii' it cunlrl 11 .. t liu 
n1 ad~ Lei RPI! reaBOil iL ~h l)1ilrl , ni1 I hi' in· 
etr11nicn~ of the Ferlen•I Go1·rrnmc11L, lro 
l'l\'l'rr11lc<1 hy Lhnl QovernmrnL. Any 
fuilure of f.110 l10A1'd to i ntnrp1·.~L iLA rc­
• 1111naibilitica ,i;il LisCnc.:Lni·il,v~ mu•t l!'A1l LO 
11 l'evie\v of its pct5c>u.uol. 

·- ·Carrington Protest 
• C.:a.n ingtm1 branch of Lho .A U•fl'<l li:i.n 

Labonr Partr decided lu t night to 11end 
n slro~Jt nrotest to tho P l'ime Minister 
(Ml'. Curlin) t11(11-inf!t the fHilm·P. of thn 
t-lhipbuildii111: Il<1Htl In iiil'f! eontract.s Lu 1' 

tbP- Newca~Llu ~hfnbuihlilll! ya rds. 
l\fr. OurLin will bo 11~ked to inquire whY 

cont racts for &hh1buiJclinl( ~ltould . not bo 
Mi''"I\ tn N owcartlP.. 

M_I'. l~. Drnrnl.>.v, wlm 11111\•ed thu 
mtohon, ~id tho.t tho ShiUlHlillling Bo11.r<I 
i'nn1urcd l!:ivllil( oont1·:1d~ Lo prlvatp' rl'l· 
tertll•iee and wo• l\Ol inLcresteti In' Walsh 
T&lond. H 1b11nld be co1uLlL11tecl on 
~oun<ler lines. 'l'bere wns 11 jho1•ta1te of 
•h ip~, and it wus fnrcicnl th6L 'Vnlf!h 
hlund ~honld be neglected. '!'he PritM 
l'ili11i.•t.er wou ld net in t ho in ~rentii of the 
t)ennle II he abolished tlio bo1nd. , 

" New 8hiph11ildi111t yardA tir<l being coo­
~trnctcd in Victoria nhd · Quecmelonrl, 1111d 
thry will get contn10U.,'' M r. Dronile)' 
5nirl. "Nl'wcaatle i11 enpnblc of ptod11clnK 
~1Jmo ex-cclJcnt 1hip11 but no orders oro 
a;iven/' 

Mr, T. Wil~on !!Bid Lhnt too ma11y 
t:ontracta for Government ahipa \vent to 
prh1ote eatcrpt1A11. ' 

1\'[r. R. EoEc: 'fhe Government ha& no t 
money n.nd it Is on ly 11pnrrinl! for time. 
T have no ilh1sio1111 11bout "hirbuildlng. 
'l'he ::lt.1to Guvtromnnt inherited 1111 
ompty Tr~~Hm•y: I tlon'L lhink w11 wil \ 
hcnr anyt.hing nhout · ~hiph11 ilr\itu1 In New· 
1t0At.le for ot leRtie 11i:r. nrnntha. . 

Jr the Gn\•el'llmant 11r::111tacl l\ r:nn h ·ncl. 
t11 Ncwcn~ll<', th·~ Hh1(ls· could ho C!lll• 
.~Lr11 1Jt.e<l wltho11t ,dolily, '.Mr. l:JromleY ' 
saiu. Evr.i·y thl n~ wn~ i·1>~dy. 
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ST ATE WILL GO AHEAD 
WITH SHIPYARD 

SYDNEY. Tuesday.-"We a.l'e going right ahead wll.h n11 1· 
shipyard a.t Newcastle," said the Minister foi· Works CMr. Cahill I 
in au interview to-night. 

"If we cannot get a loan from the Commo11wcalth, then we 
will spend our uwn money, because we realise that eventually we 
must be given authority to build' ships which are so badly 
lleeded," he said. "I am detormlnod to ostabllshe shipbuilding a::; 
no industry ln Newcastle." · 

.t.:100.tJOO," hP. RUiol , "Ott~ I& nt ,,1·c~cnL iu 
~ ehou i11 S.nlnl'\ un1l t, noL bei11u put 
lo . it.., foll 11~c." 

' l'hl' ~liuli<lor K~id I huL unh• to·.1;1.v hn 
Wlll' 1111111·u;1ch•' •I I.Ji· u 111a11 wit\. 111111ll'd 
lo ulnrc nu orJrr for R lun kt.:I'. '.l'he l'ltip· 
ynnl 11·11~ l11llv tnvoblo 0£ IJ11ild i11 L1 ~11ch ti 
\'Cf'll~I. but could not 110Qel)t the •11•\!cr 
wll.ho11t Lhe CllJIJl'Ovul or the Shlpbuildi1111 
JJon1·1J. 

'!'he M111isLe1· cxprcl!sod lils ui;rcc111c11t 
wlLh U111 h·auin11 11.1·ticlu in tlJB "Newcastle 

.:Mor11l111t llenld'' luat .J.l'ri\Jo.y. ''WiL)l the 
'foll support of the people <.f Newcl1.11tle l 
ahall not relax my efforlll to bnve tho 
<l'hip1'11ilrlin.11 irulustry CJl~bliehJd thei•c Oi1 
II Jll)l'tll!Hjlcu1t:. 1l~~fji~:' .. :_b~ ~!l;i~: . , ; · .. , . . 
BU'ILD MA RINE ENGINES 

AT: DYKE E~D 
C,\ N BEU.RA, Tue11rlny.-Ilrompt 11cti1n1 

111 b11i111r taken by Llto Gove1·1111u1ut to 
~~cure Rn ntlequatc ~11pply 0£ nu1rii1e 
engines for b11ll.ii now bcmg_ built iu AnS"· 
tralia. '.l'be .M.inl6ter for Munitioue (.i\11', 
Makin) uuno1111ced to-uight th11b ti.Jc tlrst 
factory to co.mo jnto production{ in addi­
tion to the firms of W11lkorft L 111ited; of 
Maryboro11gh IQld.) n.u,d Tbonrpg~ne,. 0£ 
UrtaMcnmine (V'ic.), which nro. nuw builrl­
ing tnnrl11c unl(ine~, would bo tl111t of tho 
New Houth Wnles Shipuuildlui: Y:iril nt 
JJ.vkc )•;11<1, N'r.wcoRtlc. 

'l'hc .\JiuiHLcr poiJ1lcli u11t thnt 11 l(tl!;IL 
dcnf ur Cf)lli)llll<'ll ~ \I' ll~ uli·rotl)• R\"Uih1IJft• 
nL Uvkc J•;11d. 1;111d LhnL il uould 1111rlcrtul111 
ropni.I' i111d · other work wl1ilc it wn~. buh11( 
ox11u11llcll lo undertake full condtnicuon l'>f 
)Ol"ger engines tlt;in t-hose now bcb1:; built 
cl.(towhcrc. 

H is O."\pcct~ll tl1;1 L n.• dooMou will be 
1•pnchc'l1l l\llllO§t immedlutcly aoncernin!l 
ailoe of J'll'Opo6ed feoiories in Victoria a.ntl 
Q.11ee11alnn-d, which l\l'C intended to ennhle 
ooordiunted production of hulls and en· 
gin es. 

The Government ls known to be Billi~· 
fied with ihll plana and 11cbiovomenL$ 0£ 
the Shipbuilding Bonrd. and the Mi11ister 
~o·night ,J?ld,d tribute l.o the "mt\n•ellous 
:\odj1,ptabil1ty" of Austro.litLO workmen, 
~Apacinll.Y thORIJ eng~gcd on c1hipbuildh1" 
llll\! 1111111itio11 work. 

The e1111i11c lrnilrlinr.; 111·0J~ct. he ~n lrl, 
would be furthct• p N11L o[ the 011l,;;ta11din11 
r1bllity of 0111· W<)1•f;i11 u11 tv u1ri11L r.vor.\I 
rmor1.1011cy. '!.'he 111o~t 11rgcnt £c11t11 rc ''' 
tho ghipbuildlng pl'C•ij l'<lllll)l r WM Lhe nvwer 
unit o nd, "in Lho /'''t~jr.cl.Pd fnc:t.cir10R, en· 
ginc~ would be hu i L for <1.l1r. lnri.11•1• alnARi'K 
of 11hips which woro uow a. feature of Lhat 
proa1·11111me. 
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DYKE . END s,HJPY ARDS 
READY SOON 

I 
I 

Rapid. Progress . Despite Many I 
ProqI~ms , I 

By a Staff Reporter.-No. 1 I 

Provided that the Federal Government and Commonwealth 
Shipping Board play their part, the new shipbuilding yard at New­
castle will be in a position to build one vessel within three months, 
and at the same time proceed with the building of berths for two 
standard merchant vessels,· the flrst of which would be ready for 
the laying of the keel in six months, and the second a few months 
later. ' · 

'fHE placing of orders. for naval 
veBliels ls the responsibiijty of 

the Federal Government, while the 
merche.nt shipbuilding prog1·a.mme 
ls the responslbiUty of the Com­
monwealth Shipbuilding Board, 
which also has given attention to 
the coordination ancl increase of 
facillties tor a balanced production 
of marine engines and hulls. 

H<-acut criliciHm n~ U1c t'Utc o[ 11t·b1;rcti~ 
mude for the eeLnblisbn1cnt of thu HhiJ)· 
buildillJl industr,v ltl Ncwcn8tlc is uot 
ba~<'d on n comJ>IO~e kuuwledgc of tho 
no~itl\.11, for it is 0111,v HI wecka kinoo 
lbc l:ltDtc Go1·or.nmont nnpointod t\ Ship· 
bu;Jdinii: sud .l!;n1dneorinii: lJh-e~tpr, lo thtlL 
relnllvely ahol't ti.mo much hllll been done. 

B11c11uoo o[ its mn11nitudo s od tho ob· 
vloua prohlom1 nesooi~ted with tho l'C· 
<'8LahliRh mcnt o[ nn intluHLl'y in wnr tilnl• 
when C11scntiol mntm·inl is hnrd to oht.'\ln, 
the pt·ojcc~ ltnll to be .reC'ClnYidcred M new 
difficult lo~ were C(lnfrontecl from bime to 
time. fo 11loce of a ~hi11.1·11rcl l\nd r.n. 
ginccrimr wo1·1<~ on sop111·ate ·11i te~. i\l"· 
ro.ngcmente wore mncle to establish tho 
induati·v llil -11 combined wril- 11. 1·c111t1t·k· 
nbl11 ochic1•tturnt · wheu nll fnoto1·11 aro 
co111idered. 'l'hiR 1lccieio11 natur~llv in­
l'olvccl n. 11re11t ~ ll ~ttl of cnrcful i111· ~•ti118 • 
HM &nd nl11nnln11. 't'ho BOCUl'illR 9f 11ddl· 
tiuonl ltu1d ilAelI wna a bii;i: J'roblem. 

Otht'r 1:011~idernti0118 were tho p1•ovislon 
of auitnble t1·nnapo1•b fR!lilitirs !01· work· 
111en ~nrl material. electric nower l1111t.lllla­
tion, adequate ~llnPIY o[ wnler. wharfago 
nnrl prove!' dc11lh or water for the launch· 
in« And b()rtb lnir l(,f , ._Cl$, · 
n~ci~ioue 011 ll10 oxlont l\lld nature 0£ 

buildin~a ontl Jilnnt to be transfetre<I 
rnm1 W31Bh lslancl to tho J]\1W ~ lte at 
Dyke l·)ud. neccaMrilv clenended 1111011 
cooperation and a pprm•;tl by the Coinmon-
1re~ II Ii Sbinninl! Board. with tl110 reaatd 
to the board'~ ~wn 1·&111iremenfR, Tliu11 
1·1'inLin11ecl n~ll'.oUnlinn~ hP.lwee11 Lhe ho11r1I 
and lhc State Go1·crnment were nee~@· 
Ml'I'. 

Tho fRct I.hat th~ Cloverumen~·~ plt111a 
11re snfficinntlv ad1rance1l to enable the 
erection o( Onl:ineerini! llhO))& ond ~hin· 
yard io be 11n~er wa:v ie reiznrded by 
Con1petcnt l\l1th-01•itie8 a• remarkllblo and 
rapid PTOlll'l!liR 

Diamnntlin" .... r buildinJCs at W11.IBl1 
I~l1111cl and th cit' 1·c-e1·ectiott ~ t. ])yke End 
i8 ulrl)adv well in bsud. nnd exJstinl( plnnt 
is uci11u used fo the 11ro<luct.ion of tllR· 
lurinl reauii·ccl u;\I tlic Minietrv o.f Muni· 

· tione, PenJin~ the co111nletlon of the 
c111dner.rii11! ehopR, nrr11n)lc111e11t1t hnvc 
been mivle l:o u11e all 11Vn1wl>lc plant for 
Che p1·oductlon or marine eu11lno 'Dtu·U 
111• n«cordnnce with the \)\.ard'1 bro· 
,.:rnntmc. 

1' 1•o<lucLiou Jiffioulbies uudcr wh ich t.be 
Stllto lluvet•111ne•lt is labom·111g buvc Lteun 
iut.lfouLml uy the .stt!.Lc111cllt iu l'nrliu111e11t 
lly t.l!c tiUniKtcf fo1• Works tMr. Vahlll) 
who Huiil Lllllt the l:lhipbulldlnit iluu1:J 
bni..l 1·cru~eJ ~o 1·11comw11ud Lile Cluuuce 
{or Lhu cOllijLt•uotion u{ 1thir111 at .N r.w· 
i:aijLle. Whc11 it is 1·c1ill!ietl tlH1t cu1111.1lct.c 
aliip const1·uctio11 fncilitl~n . incluJlnic 
ntachine tools. overhead cranes havini: 
aufIJcic11t cnp11city Lo build t.hrec veRscla 
hi acdui, 1u·e n1•ail111Jlc 11t Walsh h l!ind, 
together with li(ti11g £ncilitic11 to e11nlilo 
I.he itnmccJint.o CtJUtpplug Of OllC Hlii)'.J• 
buJllli111< berth, Lbe attitude of the Ship. 
buikllJ111 llon1·d wlJI lie hud tu 11111lcnlaild , 
Whllo only u110 .berth can be equipped 
iu1111cJi11tely, two 11.dtlitluoa l ucrth11. Co1· 
wh ioh· 51)UCl'S wern lllntle u'•ulhtblP. in t he 
~ompleled h1y-out ut tho new eito, c1111 
be readily 1>re11a~ed. It wllJ be. obvlon• 
that until t he Shipbuildi11g .liN11·d gil-~• 
a dofhlito und<!~lnki111( uonc;iernl1111 l lrn 
types and numbl'r of shl~ it Ui )lrc11a1·c1l 
Lo orde1• f1·001 the. Slnte IJ01·ernmo11t the 
GoverntncnL will not be In ~ poaltion 
to proceed with thP. cxpeditioua ulalt· 
lithment of its shipbuilding industry. 'l'he 
fact that there ia ll need for a arenter 
Q.UJlllClty of mnrlnc en;;dnG ororlnctlon It 
bn.rdly 11. reni;ou Lo d~IAY p11Uin1t l!Jt.o 
inunedjat.e llSC rJlcilitic& llnd 1111\\J!l'iB I 
whose pre$ent·dH replacement "&111e · ~ 
more .. ·than ··,,c f<lj).1"1111. · "'·· •. 

The 'nc:ueiit.. J•t . 'i.'1•1" at . D1•ke Entl i­
l!'olll'ldations 111,· heilJK pn!pAr¢d £or 

tho engineerl111! 11111•!1. Co11st1 uction ol 
these b11i_lt!ing1.1, which will pro11lde for 
three add1t1on11I Lara 6t work~bopa t,o Lh'­
shop& st Dyk• End, \\' ill begin wlthi11 
a. moi1Lh , enrl work will b.e 001\iphitetl 
within three or four nto11th•. 

Areas ha1·e bten clured and pe(ited 
out for three sh ippin11 berths and !lip· 
way to Pro1•ide (or the co111tru6tlon uf,· 
four vauela. '.Chis work wiU •tart with• 
out dolo.1. 
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DISMANTLING: AT 
WALSH ISLAND 

·Premier's Assurance 
I .· I 

Di~ru~DtliDI( of pla.ut at W&lsh ltland •O 
fu hod been c11rried out entirely by em· 
ployee-.a of the Public Wol'lu Department, 
the l>rctnier (~It-. McKell) ·told membe1'1 
ol Newcastle 8t.D.te ' Aeisombly of tha Qffi. 
r.ial 'Lnbot11· l'nl'ty. 'l'lte Msoru,bly htld 
compluil1cd tiluit L'011Lractii for tho WOL'k 
hod 1.i,eu let Lo p1·lvate inteftsla. 

J.t was aatioipotcd, added Mr . .McKell, 
that eventually. tile depn1·tment'e c;-xlsL\ng 
pliUJ~ would beeon10 fully occupied. with 
the u11lat11nce of additional labout. For 
the early cstabliHhrnent of the ahit>build­
ing a 1ld englMeriug onterprise it· w1u 
e~souttu.I that the jr.UiAtance o? co.utrnc· 
tore 1vbo apeolalise lu dlsnuuitlint( 411d 
had t1·0.ioed 1uen available should be II tll· 
lsed for dis111a.0Lliug part of the ateel · 
sh·ucture, 

a. m1Joh of the work 011 .I>Ol!Sible wo~ld 
he o&rried out by the l'ubUc Workg 

I Departmeul, concluded the .Premier. 
AB aetemblf dccicled to press it& ret1uest 

for the P!'OV1aio11 of whea.L·haggl!lft fnclli· 
Lies 11t Nc1vc111tle ail011. Mr. llawki11e, 
M.L.A., will sga.io put the niil..tt"r to' the 
Ml11istnr fo1• Agriculture (?I.fr, Dunn). · 1 

Mcmb<ll'll diu.11ree1l with the contention 
' Ll,11.t •hlppei:a · 11hould JW!>v.ide for the b~I{· 
!llllg. MeMt'a. _S. 0, W11l111.m1 11.nd H, N. 
\Joe enid the (foveL·nment owed ll to ~he 
l >ort ot Nowao11lle l.o 8eo tho.t t.he alloa 
wure equipped eo thll.t @hipper1 should b11 
encoun;ierl to uaa I.ho l>Ot't • 

.After dillc11e8ion of trn.1\8port problem•, 
it w111 decidea to a.tk the Cornn1iaalondr 
ro~ ltoad Traruiport (Mr. Neale) to meet I 
11. deputation tilpteti~n t.ini 1111 t.h11 p&:ty 
br1111ch•1 ip thii diatriot. 

' Tiie roqu~at of Mr. Mol{en7.lel mo.ii COil· 
,tract6r-&t Salt Aelr, for a }Jerm. ~- "to carry 
paqen~eu between .Sli.lt A.h and StoQk• 
tOi;l will be aupported by the us0mb!y. 

I It waa ata.ted that 80000! children had 

I to wait two houra for cohveye.nce to t-hch· 
homea· by the exist ing ecrvicB. 1 
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Tho floaling doc:l al W&l&h hl11nd: , pictured partially ;ubme,r11ed durin11 tho te1t 1ink i'lll on Salurdat•J Th_e doc:k it tc1,dy for , . 
u1e. (Story, P•ao 3.) 

Y'z""*ft,,r, . .. .. ... ,._.,.... -------~~------

~t Submerging of Floating Dock 



PLEASED WITH 
. 'SHIPBUILDING 
l .. PROGRESS·,, 
' The work being done now at 

I 
Dyke End, and the aucceH of 
Saturday's 1inking test of _the 
complete floating dock at Walsh 

1 Ialand waa moat gratifying to the 
people who had worked for the 
re.establishment of the 1hipbuild­
inir 'industry, declared the secre­
fary of the Newcastle Shipbuild­
ing Revival Committee (Mr. A 

" R. Buckley) to~d'ay, 

"M:v committee ls pleased tha.t thr. 
fioa.Ung dock he.11 been overhauled and 
Ls now, a.s e. ·complete urut of tbe 
three 11ect.1ons1 cape.ble o! playing a 
part In the ae.fcnco ot Australia. by 
providin~ a. doc kfor repairs to n·~vai a.no mercha.nt $hips." 

Mr. Buckley declared that the pro­
POBed work had been talked a.bout. 
for .some time, but It waa pleasing 
now ta i;ee that the responsible Mln-
1.ster wag having it ca.rrted out. 

What had been do11e would 1neet 
With the approval or the public, but 
h e and his committee still wanted to 
ace more energy put Into the work 

,o! getting the shlpya.rd rell.dy. 
The 11inklng test <>f the 'ftoatlnit 

dock WaB &11 outsta.ndlng 8UCCC881 and 
Ministers and technical expert.II who 
wltne11~ ~t deBcribed t.he linking of 
thf! t!Utd section a.& a.n. ena-1.neerlrui 
R.Cblevement. 

' Proareas at Dyke End 
Mr. Baddeley ana the Mlnl1ter for 

Public Works C.Mr. Cahill) congratu­
lated the ' workmen who had toUtd 
long hours t<i 1Wemble the <lock un­
det· trying conditlolll!. 

Mr. C&hlll said the.t cUtrlcult prob• 
!ems ha.d ooe11 surmounted due ta the 
splendid devotion by all concerned. 

Mr. Cahill also revealed that good 
progre.ss wo.s being made at the Dyke 
.End. 

Everything pcaslble Wll.'i being done 
to speed up the project. Mote men 
had been put on and the appoint­
ment or principal officers w11-s almost 
complete. • • 

iSHIPBUILDING 
:\~ -PLANS OF ~> : ,, \ 

'STATE GOV .\ 
SYDNEY: The State Govern· 

ment is proceeding vigorously 
with \he construction of a ship­
yard at NewcAstle, said the Min­
ister for Works (Mr. Cahill) to ... 
rlay. 

'l-T Is ~eeking e. lot1n from tho Com-
n1011wel\lth Oovernmcut tor tbe 

IWOl'k, 1 

hL Newcastle at the week-end the 
·Minister saw the sinking or Lho float­
ing dock, which can o.ccomm9date I 
vessels up to 15,000 tons. 

"We Jla.ve orders f,m: mai:J~,.._q,i;glne-11 
1tl1c:l' ltrc ·h_ CipcfU] J&tel; of'!!lCb ng 6Tdet8 I 
for buUcUng ships," se.fd. Mr. a.hUI to· 
day. · \ 

''The commonwealth·. Oovernment; 
has .nnanced tba ~rans!cr of certn.ln 
mnchtncry and . tba purche.se of mo.­
chine! tools. We have recommended 
to tho ShlpbuUdl.ng Board, since the 
crises occurred, tha.t increased racill-
tles be provided . · 

Mr. Ca.hill Sl\ld that for the time 
belnr;r cettal n nuichlnery would 'be_ kept 
at Walsh Island. 

I 
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OFFICERS FOR 
SHIPYARD 

Mr. Harding Plant 
Engineer 

The St!lte Oil'eclor of' Shipbuild• 
ing: and En11;lnec·rinrc (M1" D. JJ. Mc. 
Lnrty) an11ou11ccJ lust ni:iht the 
followi11i:: nppolntmelit8 to• the N~1r 1 

South \V11lc11 Go1•e1·111na1Jt J<Jo'1ineo1·· 
i1111 nmi ShJpbullclina C1ndct•tltklua: 

' nt TJyke-•md~ . r 
I · PIM1t Dc8i1tU\1111 Eolriucet·: ~fr. 
U. D. lln1•<lfng. , 

Works Accountnut; l\Jr. A. I. 
Ca~hmnn. 

Mr. lln.rrlln&. w11s r1Jucnted 1tt 
Cook'& IIIU Pdm11ry School nntl 
Cen~1·n l Junior '.l'cch oicul School, 
lfrondmenrlow. During hi1;1 early 
ye1'1'~ witll l\tet1srs. Morison a111t 
Boa1·b

1
v Ltd., cusrlliee.re, at Onl'l'ill!l'­

ton, 1e attentled ni1Cht cln&i~s nt 
NewcMtlo 'fechnical Collc.i::e. 

1\~r. l\!cLnrt.v snid i>hat Mr. linnt· 
inl{ wna ""ry cn11ablc. and hnd nrncla 
r11nid pr-Oi:l 'e88 I 11 h I~ 11rnfCJ1~ion. 
"As u, IHd, ho •cn·cd hi.!I op1>1·eutico­
Rh3p with :Meui<l'll· MoiiliOn 1111d 
Benrby," .r1ald }.fr. llic1nrty. "Ho 
renchecl thP 11enior pnRitiou in tha 
cll'tlwing officP. At the be1z!nni119: 
of 1037 h& obtainr.d &U nppointment 
n•ith Robl11eo11 lfros.. J1enc1·nJ engi• 
11e('r8 nnd ~hlpbuilder11, Melbourne. 
with whom he ~ervei.l Uhrec :venrs AR 
chief fh•uftsmnn. Loto i11 1040 hn 
WM nppointc<l t fl the l)Oat Of chief 
rlrnf.f,ftmeu · to Meflljn, Kelly nnd. 
J,ewlR: en1dneera, Sprin~vnfo, Vic­
tor!&. He will bri111~ with him wide 
nnd 1·ariccJ experience in enidneer• 
ing." • 

Mr. Hardina ia~ well known ln 
Newco.RtJc. ·wbero Ile wn11 born. 

l\I1•.-.... CMhmn11 has bee.n in the 
Public Seuvlce for ~ Year~ llili 
first appointment u·81! at Parkea. 
He obtained hill Hrst res1>onaible 
position in 1030. when bt1 wa8 mnrlo 
8e.nlor clork 1uHI acco1111ta.nt foL' 
~he Water Su1lply Dop~rtmeut nt 
llt<>kou Hill. After aenlill~ In tb11 t 
J)O•iliu11 fnr five vanr~. ho went 
Lo th<! Ilt'ncl Offl1·ii in Syl111uy. llt 
1·~tu1·11 atl lo lfrnlrnu Uill lwo ;vrorn 
nl(O. llc(11r11 hi11 n11nni11l.111<mt to 
tho ~liipl11tildil 11< untlo.1·Lnki11g, ho 
wng Ylltliot• oFflcar o[ Lhc w1.1tcr 
11111111ly n11il ftt•1\·ern11:e con11.tr11otinll 
work· (l111bl ic WorkR P1~pn1·t1ncnt\, 
Ho w11• N Jl(J11(<'1I 011 Rl'Vt'rnl i1i;1101·t• 

11 11 t wMk6 with tlir. l'11blic Worka 
l)epnrt111e11 t in recent yenu. lil' la 
WttIT~d. . 

Temporn1•y orrlccs for the under· 
tukiug ltnve been taken ot the •r. 
nnd G. B11ildl11g (thfrd floor) . 
Phones ore B15QI nnd Blfi02. 

·-1 
SlJIPY.(\RDS POS'f I 

N-f:WCASTLE. sundA.y.-Tne State I 
Dlrecl.nr <it Sl,lpplnit. Mr: D . . L. 
Mcr,nrty, AanoUJlcCd to-day that Mr. 
K . D. Flardln~. ot M'albourno, ·1,11d Qi!:tm 
appolnlfld rt~atgnln11t tn11lnrM at the 
new 5l1lpbuUding yards &ct Newcutlo. 
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FOUNDATION 
STONE LAID 

AT SHIPYARD 
Pride in the wo1·kmen at I 

a shipyard l und~r the control• 
of the NSW Govemment wcu 
expressed by the · Mini:iter 
for Public Works (Mr. J. J. 1 
Cahill) 1 when he laid a com-

' mcmorative stone in the ad· , 
ministrative block to bt 

' built on the site of the 'Ullder­
taking. 

The J"t•cmlcr of NSW (Mr. MC· 
·Kell) was an interested onlookel'. 

Among the large crowd or p1th­
llc ·men who watched the ce1:0-
111onv were tll~ Deputy P)'.cn11e1· 
cM1•.' J. M . l.~ac1deley> , Mr. 0. O. 
~z1.uinl (As.s!i;taJ;Jt Ml.nlster). tho 

. State Director Of Eugineer l.ng and 
6Wpl>uHdlng <Mr. D. L. McLart;y), 
the Director-General of ManpoW~ 
er (Mr. WU.t'tb) , the DOP\ltv Di· 
1·ector-Oeneral lMr. ~ellemoi•o>, 
the Sta.t.e Auclitor-oemmtl (Mr. E. 
:rr. Swlit). tho Un<ler·Secreta1.'.J or I 

the TreMury (Ml'. M, 1-C, Wolrl. 
the l.JJ.1d~r-Secreta.ry for Puhllc 
works (Mr. p , J , 1\'ord> , ~ho Op- 1 
position Party Wbip (Mr. How· 
arth) . representt11g tbe Leader ot 
the Opposition (Mr. Ma.lr) . and 
other local Members of Parl!a.~ 
ment. 

As Minister ln c110.rgc Of the 
undertaking, M1-. Cahlll extcncied 
an · otl'.lola.1 welcome to the vi<;i­
tor~ · nnd mentioned that tl1e Oov­
ern1nent wRS fortunn.Lc in obtii.in~ 
lng ns dire.ct<»• for such e.n under~ 
takll1g a man or the trn.J.ning, eX.· 
perlence and 1>crso11allty o! Mr. 
D. L. McLarty. The Government 
ha.d every confidence in Ms_ juclg· 
ment a.nd organising Ken!us. 

"Pleasing Architecturft" 
: '(My 1,a.r~.111 the ceremony," i;.;ild 
Mr. ·Oii.hill, ".ls to i;e~ a. conunem­
oratlve stone in tl'le a.clmi.11.il!tra~ 
tive blook. Tl1ls building will . 
co111prlse two storeys constructed . 
of a combi1111.tlo11 of reinforced 
c01i.crete brick !o.clng& e.ncl panels. 
Tl.1e' portion next the w orks wm 
house tllll clcrtca.1 stafl' 01\ t,.he 
bOttom 1loor, a.)td t.l1C cl.rnM11g o!-

. nee 1 sta1I 011 the top· noor. In 
t.he ren1t1oindp.1• of tl1e hulldlni;: wlll 

r
be 11ccou1moda.tlo11 for tl1e a.elm__ l~i.­
lstra.tlve ~ta.ff, e.nd provision wm 
be m!lde tor p.n up':'t<rdate kit-

1 

r.hen. · di.nlng-r oom, con(~rence. 
l'OOnl and the usual Ol?JCCS,, 
. '' '.'The completed. buUdlng, '.IYblch 

, UI bcinir de&lgii.ed b.Y tho Go·vern-
meut nrr.h.lt.cct, will pre!e11t plefls~ 
il1i: ·a.rchltectura) features and wlll 
be in keeping wltl1 the spirit e.nd 
vurpose or a.- great' lndustrla.l un­
dett.flldng, 
' "Plans b e.ve ~en eomplr.Lu<l Rlld 
work wlll 'begin aoon· on thO con• 

1 Btructfon o! the building · fo1• Rc­
commodo.tJo:n ot the employee.'!. 
We are proud or our workmen and 
e.nxioua ~.o see. tha.t thf!Y aha.11. 1111.ve 
the benol'lt..~ of modem oomiortR. 
Bo ttii1( building for tlie worknloll 
wlll Include "' large dlultlg- room, 
complele with cn.litocn fltit"Vlce. 
·Tl.111re wm ·be e. dressing-room and 
ln1odem weBblnl!' a.iid batb.room M­
!.commode.tlon.!''' T,be · Oov.emm1mt 

f 
Mchltl!ct he.s dSJilltned tll1s build­
ing 11-lso. atld it 'Will ,,resent novol 
~chitectm;!\) fee.tuF_~i._1'~.!:r_~: w~12 

"Hav;-·Kcpl Faith'"' 
"GeucriLl!Y, t!.lli; g11thcf111s Is of 

sufficient lll&torlc lnte1•est fo r the 
Govcrmnen~ to llo.ve invited mc01-
be1\'l ot au · poll tJcal J)~f;Uei;, nn\'.I 
l!mclers o{ civlc 11.ud pub io life, as 
well as representfltlVCS .ol indus­
tries and the grea.t Industrial 
unlo11$, Also, we hMe Invited rep­
resenl.a.tlve.s or the grea.t dally 
newspapers o,nd have an-anged for 
a. new5reel film to be takon be­
c11ttse we belleve that such iu1 oc­
Clll!ion-the re-establishing ot a 
!?l'co.t enterpri.se-ebo~d -no~ go 
tmrocordcd. - -

' 'We · ho.ve nq desire t.o mo.ke 
. capital' of. the occ!'-'lion. All that 
r. wl5h to emphB.sJSe Ls that this 
Go\remmen't has kept faith witb 

I the people. We have done what 
we pr omised to do." 

----
'PREMIER 
S'fiARTS 

NEW SHIP·: - ! 

· To cries from 'l'l'ol'kmP.n or 
"BatlA' her down, Billy!" tho 
J.>rcmie4· of NSW (Mr •. McKell) 

, to-t111.y drovo the first rivet In 
the keel of thQ nrst 11J1lp l~d at 
;\ sl1l11buildlllll' undet·Ln.klng un­
<lcr tho control or tllc SLaLc 
Govcrnmcnl. 

1\nnthc.r worlunao sanJr out, 
"You'll nccrl. n. schooner · after 
this, Bill.i:I" n.s the Premier 
manoeuvrecl n. han1;-h1r uncu• 
matte <lrill Into position aml 
with n. tou11l1 of 11. lever 5QU!l!jhc!l 
n wbltc-l1ol 1·lvet illto the steel 
lccol. 

M i!.IWJ1Cll.t'5 MO, before he Cll­
tei·cd poutlce.1 life, Mr. MoKell was 
!~ bol!ommke1· In the Evclcli\'11 
R a.ilWfL.Y wori-ahopa. In those 
dayu they did riveting wl!J1 ;\ 
mnn11!\ll.v-011erntefl 11a111mer . bu t 
Mr. Mclo(ell showed t hin l\ftemoon 
tlrn.t he could wlclc\ the lates t de• 
vlt'C! Jui;t I\!! _ well, 

The Deputy Pl'ctnlcr <Mr. Bild~ 
clclc.vl nlld Mr. O. Lttz.t.1\ tinl . 11s­
Ri~La11~ MJ11lster. 111® drove rlvlltA. 
~ml tJ111.n oue of the workmen 11.t 
Lile nlan t p:ave a. dcmonstratlon 
of 11ow lJe (lid it. . · 

E:i.cl1 Wiiii l{!vcn 11, clleer. 

Big Conll'act 
D!!!orc ht! - drove t.he rl.vet thP. 

l?rem!c1· trnced tJ1e development or 
t.110 i;h11Jbulld!J.111; vnr tl n.n(l tho dir­
Iloultie5 U1e.t hi\d b~n overcome. 

lie e.DIXlll.led to the workmen 
fo r ~ontll1u11.11cc of thoir loYitl co­
opornt lm1, • e.nd snid tha.t thCro 
woulll ho> pl en L.v or work lie follow 
when the shin just bel.11R' started 
ha.cl been finiul1cd. 

"We arc ma.tor conirncLors pow. 
in bUildlnl!' not only one or two; 
shi\Jl3. but a flee t or ships," he 
clecl11rod. "We he.ve now go t an 
11nrlr.rtnkln!( the.t tho con11truotlon 
or !!O shlps will be olnccd in our 
hands H wcr can do Lhe job." 

I 

) 
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STONE LAID 
AT SHIPYARD 

Pride in the workmen at I 
a shipyard I undbr the control . 
of the NSW Government wa,, 
expressed by the ' Minister 
for Public W01·ks (Mr. J. J. , 
Cahill), when he laid fl com· 
mcmorative atone in the ad­
lninistr'1tive block to bt 
built on the site of the under· 

. lakin,. 

,. 
I 

Tile P1·emlor of NSW (Mr. Mo­
Kell) wns an interoste<l onlooker. 

Amons Lhc lRrge crowd ot p11b· 
!lo men who wa.tched the cere­
mony wore the Deputy Pl•emle1· 
<M1· ' J. M. raddeley) , M.i·. O. O. 
L.i:ziarlnl (Ai;slstlmt Minister>, tho 
State Director or E11gineering e.11d 
ShJplmlldlng (Ml'. D. L. McLB.rLy), 
Lhe Dlrcctor-Gcncra.I of Me.npov-:­
er (M1·. Wurt.h), the Oop1,1Ly 01-
rcctor-Genera.I (Mr. 'Be11ernore), 
Lhc Sta.te Auditor-Genernl (Mt'. E. 
H. Swift), the Uncfer-secreta1·y of 
the Treasury I.Ml'. M. K. Weir), 
the Under-Seoretn.ry !or Publle 
Works lMr. D. J Ford), the Qp. 
PQsltlon Po.rty WhJp <Mr. 1-Iow­
arth>. representlnir t,ho Leader o( 
the Opposition (Mr. Ma.Ir>, and 
other Jocn.l Mcmber.s or Pe.rlla­
meu t. 

As Minister in che.rgo ot the 
underta.k!ng, Mr. en.bill extended 
an ot?lclnl welcome to the visi­
tors, nrid mentioned th&' tho Oov­
ornment was fortunn.te ln obtain­
ing ns director fol' such an under· 
taking o. man o! the tra.lnll1g, ex­
perience and versonallty of Mr. 
D. L. McLo.rty. The Government 
had every confidence In his judg­
ment a.nd orgnnisil'g 1otenJus. 

• 1Pleaaing A l'chitecturf!'' 
"My t>a.rt ill the ceremony," said 

Mr, Cahill, ' 'is to set 11. commem­
orn.tlve stone In the e.dmh1lstra­
Llvc block. This building wlll 
comprise two storeys constructed . 
of a combination of reln·forcecl 
concrete, brick t.acln~s a.nd pat1cls, , 
Tbe porUon . naxt the work.o; will 
I house tho clerical $t&ff . on I.ho 
bottom· tloor, a.ild the dra.wl..ng o!-

. Jlc6 s~&fJ on the top' fioor; In 
the remainder of the bulldinir will 
bq accomll')ode.tlon !or. the e.dmln­

!1atrat1ve &t.a.t!, 11.nd provision wlll 
lbe made tor I'll' up-'to•de.te kit-

I nhen, dlninlN'OOni, . conferencl'l 
room and the usual offices. 
, ,"The complated buJlcUng. lVhlch 

1
1.'1 being designed by tho Govern­
ment architect, wlll present ple1111-
ln~ 11rchlteotura.l fea.turea and wlll 
be In keeping with the sotrlt and 
''Onrpose o! e. great1 lndu11trle.l un-
dertaking · . • 
' "Plil.n.s h11.ve ~en completed Md 
work wW begin sooft on the con­
'structlo1t · of the bulldlnir ror ac-
1commoda.tlori of. the employee.s. 
we 1u·e proud of our workman and 
a.rudous to aee,thn.t they shall. he.ve 
the benents, of modtrn comrortlJ. 

.So thl.!1 buUdlnit for the workmen 
will Include a. large , dining-room, 

'complete with · ce.uteen senlce, 
· ~Ther'6 will bo i{ dress1ng-room a.nd 

·modem wuh!J1.a' 11.nd,b11.throom 11.(1· 
1 commoda.tlon.\. Tbe ,~Govemmcnt 
!\rchltP.ct ha.ti •Cfeallmed .thl11 build~ 

;lng .also1 and It wUI 'pr~1mt novel 
nrcll!tectUrl\l features:- Tharo will 
be ver1u1dtt1i~'I' A.ccoD}fnodn.tlon so 
that on hot dl\Yll' :thd .men m11iy 
ho.ve their mel\l.S tn •the1 non air 

sutl'iClent historic Interest for the 
Government Lo h1.we 1nvltc<l .mem­
be1·a (lf nll poll t loa.I niwUcs, and 
lr.o.der11 ot cl vie and public lire. 11.s 
well a.a 1·epresentat1ves of indus­
tries and the gi:ea.t 1ndust.r1a.l 
unions. Also, we have Invited rep­
resent.n.t lvc.<1 or tho gi,-en.t dally 
newspapers and ha.ve a.m1.nged for 
a. newsreel film to be taken be­
cause we believe that such e.n oc­
casion-the re-establishing or a 

, great enterprise- should not go 

l
u~r~~r~~ve nQ desire to me.ke 

, ca.pita.l' ~o! the OCCR.Slon. All that 
I. w!Bh to emphasise 1s thA.t thta 
dovernment has kept fa!th with 
the people. We have done what 
we pt:Qmis~!_ to__Jlo." _____ ..,. 

'PREMIER 
· S~ARTS 

NEW SHIP·: 
· To cries fro111 wgtkmen et 
"8 a11ll' h er down, Bllly!" the 
Premier ot NSW (Mr, MoKell) 
to·d11-y drove the first rivet in 
the keel of the first sl1Jp Jn.Id at 
:l. 11lfrpbulldlnj\' 1md11rt11-klni: un­
clet the uont.rol or the State 
Government. 

l\11otl111r workmAn san i:- out, 
"You'll 11Ccr1 a schoonor artcr 
thi11, .8111,i:I" llS the l>rernler 
mn.nocuvrccl I\ hangi11g- pueu­
mtLtln clrlll Into poslLlon an1l 
with n. toucl1 of 11. l ever squn.sheil 
1i whitc•hot rivet Into the $leel 
keel. 

Mony y<1Rr& a.go, before ho en-
tered political Ute, Mr. McKell w11.s 

I 
!1. holhHlnl\lter In the lilvelelli(h 
R.nilw1iy W orkshnpN, In those 
do.,v11 t11ey did i-lvclJng wlLll 1L 

in1mually-oner11.t.etl hammer . but 
Mr. McKcll showed thin R.ftemoon 
that he could wl<lld the late$t de~ 
vice .tust 11& well, 

'l'he De~rnt:v P1·cmlet <Mt'. Bad­
dclo.v> rind M:r. o. r...azznr1nl e.s­
sls t.w1t. Minister. n!so drove rlvets. 

· and IJ1c11 one of the workmcu nt 
tile plRnt ll'n'Vc n. domon11tmt!on 
or how he (Ile.I It. ' 

Ench wns f:l' lven 11. ehooi'. 

Big Contract 
Detore he drove tl1 e rivet thA 

Premier trnced U1C1 development ot 
f.lie 11hlµbuJldil1.R" varcl and tlie dlr~ 
JlculL!es LhnL hi\d been overcome. 

He aopealecl to the wo1·kmen 
for contlnun.nce or thQlr loyal co­
opore.tlon, n.nd sn.ld t.h&t thoro 
would bo- plenty or work to follow 
when the ahfp .lus t beln!Z' s tarted 

i hacl been fln1uhcd. , ; 
"We a.re nu\jo1· contmctora now 1 

in bu.lldlntl' not only one or two• 
,shlps, but I\ fleet or t;W\>s," hei 
1ctecll\1-ed. "We hl\ve now got an 
1Underta.klng that il'te construction. 
ot :io ships will be pl(lted 1u our 
bands lf we ce.n do the job." 

--



NEWCAS'11LE "MOH.NI NG IiER,(\L.D" , SATURDAY, lOT]: OO'l'OBER, .1~. 

"SHIPBUILDING INDUSTRY 
WILL ST A Y'~ ,. .. 

Premier Dr~ves Riv.et in SJup at 
New Yards .. 

This time the industry would lJo\•v1·111u1n1~ uud uc111111 :1 Joli 11·111cl1 
d h l ld b ,.. Ht would bo 11Q111plcLOtl Lhui·oug1tly. ll!L~n 

st tty, no S PS wou e ..,u it wns ~11id Lbnn1 Uvvu1·muuuL un•e~-
1 jUIJL as eUlcient.ly and eco· wtkia" coul!l uot ba 111t11li. 11 ·.1>u)11ul!.! 
nomicaUv as anywhere else, pi·opol!itiou. Thud thu Kllll(.~ tor 
saict 1.11411 f"1emto1· <Mr, M'.oKo ll> 1'11ll11ro ,,r thu >"''"'!~ wo,ulJ 1 ay• .. 1111 1111 
yester day, as he drove the fl.r st tho loy11ILy nrnl cuu\M'11Liv11 or. l.:1• 
J:ivet into Lhe f11·st ship to be wo1·k11u111. Thu OllVUl'lllllOll~ .. ipcd1;•l 
b ilt b th d t kl d r to l'UUIJIVe Lhoir ful l ~11 llfH.11'~. 
u · Y e un er a. ng un 8 '"rltl!l'1: ;,, u11 ub1111llu11cu of wo1·1i 

the contl'ol ot the State Go- i-0 ba duue," uJJt'J lhu 1!re1nie1'. 
vernment. "You intn will uot be hnunw.J liy 

He_ added it was hoped that Lh1: Ceur of pBBt ye1m1-tho.t . t.h!!re 
the new industry would de- will uut lie 11ny work 11£tu1· ,Lina J~b 
velop into one of the most lm.- Iii finiAhed. We uow· ru·e w11Jo1· sb11i­
portant shipyards 111 Australia, bulldi111;1 1:ontr11ctord." 
Work to construct ship," wa:; Mr. Mcl -\cll t;1tid the1•u w11~ ~0111-

" p)elc uoopcration bnlwceu the 
there lf they could cal't'Y It l•'ederal nml St.ate Gol'cmrucnl6 nnd 
out. tlu! Conunonwea1Lh Shlol.111ildh11i 

Rh•olH wcru nl110 urlvau by the lJoat•d. 
Depnty Pr<nuior (Mr. Jlnddeley) 11.lltl Mr. MoKllll ro,.-c11 llctl tho.t 011e of 
All!lisllrnt :.\ilulstcr (:.\lr. C. C. Ltt.r.ltil· 'the fi1·11t ~hlpy1mla uuder llovcrmuunt 
tiai). co11trol hllrl b~on ealnblishod i11 llll3. 

'fha .Mlnist,01' for Work• (:\fr,. J. "Fonrteell years l11tur 11 flontint1 1!ock 
.7, Onbill), who llak charge of the bad been bunt. Th~ Lwo, 1Jcul1011w 
undllrtnltiug, lnid ~he foundntlo11· hiHl been llnk1:d MIJJC\I hi6 C;ovo1·11-
sto11e of the o.dminist.i-ativo huildlnic. uiCllt hod beC!U el!!uLcJ, '!'he tl\ll'l< 

Bot.b U!!L'emon!118 we1·e witaeeeell by tind reuileri?J ter~nt w1:rvluc. 
a ln1'l?u um! rcprl.!llenl.lltivo' "nU1tirh1i.:. At the fo1111datlo11 11to111:. cet«I· 

Labour's Dr• ,. ..... Rea. l1'aed nio11.v. l<h!J Dlre1?tor (Mr. O. L. ?l~u· 
.,_., .. J,ar·ly) ~id tho. occnaluu WWI 1u1t• 

' nble to leu1'l1 wh~ l Jlro~~·t•~ . hud 
' Sv!rn l<i1111 hoforc he d1•ove the fir 11t hecu niadc. '£he help rr··~1voJ from 

rivet, tlto l'romler snid the cc:remony iunn;v #OLH'COil '1Y'a.s 'lf~llf.YlltfC ~ nd _l'!J)· 
wns n i:i1·crnt day for Au,tralin nnd nournri:in1<. 'I'he M1111•te1• heel been 
those uMooiKtccl with tho Labour the movinl! 10M~ of tho Qovc1·n- , 
Party, for it 1'epre1entfld tho roaliH· me.nt'M work nud hntl proved t.o . bo 
tiou or T.nl>our'• dreum n11111y ye"l'(I u.n unrnl\iui;c 801Jl'C)(! of wlj~ C()llll&el 
1\1!0 thnt U gt•ent RhipbulldlnJ! 0\IDtrl! ftlld in"pira.t\,Oll l.il evoryonf! ~ni:a1 Ji:_•'\d 
would he e~tobliRhcd. Thi~ dream in thu bullilm!! 110 of thl' r.4to,b Iii 1-
dnted hn11k to the time when Labour nient. _ 
121011 Eil'11t vl~11111i1etl the 111tobh11h-· ll'tr. Cilhrn i tmit.1, ~ho occasion \va~ 
ml!Dt 0£ th u 111d11str:v. Tt IVRI fit• hlat.or ie npd wall Ito t11u1dh\e alitn Uf 
tiug thut t!Jey 8hould VllY tl'ibute 11 promln mnllo hy the l?renilcr 12 
to the 111ou who had l>ucn 1·e11_pon- mont lui tllO . beinv: •11cceits£ulll' hon· 
11ible for t.hnt loclnetry-tbe late Jo~11 our!)IJ. Judidnit •• by . t.he .. ptoRreg~ 
St<lrey nntl t11e h1.te Mi:. C1!tler, atl lnllcln hi • recont nl.on!Jte 1t would aot 
eagmeer, whoae no.mo woulo tt}Ways he lonll' l.iefore lhero wu i'iitdb­
~e Nltn~tnbcred . for hie. 1;re~t work ll~hed oompletElly an iml111lcy or 
111 Public Wor)ie lldmln llit1·11t1on. , whinh thuy could bu p1·oud. . 
"1T)le Premier Hald ~hat the 111.ck of ?.!1'. . Cahill paid I\ tl'lbl1to t?· Ml'. 

v 1!on 1how11 by tho~e who had been MoLni-t.v'• work io ()Veroom1111? n 
r~no116ibl 11 for tho c:loijin11 llown of t ilell.J of prejlltllce nn'd 011v.o;1l­
~n;bthcr p1'0jcct hnll ~ccn lndlc11ted Uo~ ''! know that thill unde1·L\!c­
b><: the pnrluus Atate 111 wh ich A,114• In!! \viii piny R pron1!11ent pilrt. m 

, tt.t'!lln _ hud found horeclf regarding I Lhu war e~fort b_y ,1dvln.1t to . .1\\111; j 
1sh. 1t)l)lllg wbcu war w11i; dcclu1;00. Mr.. t ralia nnd' the Emp11·e shlbs \1"~ 19 li 
Glrnrohill, hod 11.Sked for slupe ,11ud are iiraeut1y re<tuirC!d_," t he Mime­
moro ~hips, but whe11 ·abll)I! werl! iAr ndlletl. ''I hol1e it w\11 become 
ut11cntly req11lrotl . here It h11d been 8~ in·~at Kn e~t11 1.i i"l11nent 1111 o~h1W 
fc,11atl HODll! HhlPYllfdii li11d beol'l 11lmoat imilnr Gove~nment. 1111dert11kmll:8 
dc"troyP.cl, . ':nanv ve11ri( Bil•'·" 

'' \VhoB l wu n bollcrmnker-mHI 
one of 1oy mnt.ee I.a l1erc to-tl~>1-l New Buildings I 
!llld oth~r elcillccl tr11de1men w~e · . , 
Releetcd hy the then r.al)our Oov~rn- 'l:he l)CW ;1.dmlni~trnt~ve l.i~ildl~ri 
l"llellt to villit Eui;lo11rl to learn th~ will C0ll8iBt of tw·o atoriea, ~n. WI f 
a. rt . of 11nv11l shlplrnild\ng," Mr. Mc·' bo cr1nstl'ucted of 11 coml.lmatioll. 0 ·1 
l{f'll n1lrtC?d. ' '011 oa!' rctu1-n Ql)okntqo· relafo1·ced co~1oreto, . ,bdck . r_1u?T~ 
Ti-li111d thrn n State ln~Lltut1011, \VII.I!. nnd p11111iJN. 'lh1;1 J)Ottton ucnt t 'r 
esti1b li11he1l, nml ·lnter wa~ followed worka will houso the Q\l!J'iuitl i6tl\f 
1:!>' aoother eh_ij)YOrd owned by the ou th11 bott.oin floor, noel the < ~Nt 
Uovernment . Work11hop1 comparahle insi: offic~ 1taff on the locfi flooh. J' 
wiLh nnv ia A11str11.1ia were built:· ran111hider will ooco1(1mo a~c ~ \ 11

11 • But 111.ter we found thnt there were 111Jnl1trative. rt!lff &~d . . w1,ll . inc u 1~ men \vho hiyl 110 rcgnr<I for tho a. modern f\1tllben. dmlll~· 1 c;i.om, cul 
fntu'l'c ot An~tralln nncl r11the1· thJ\'\I fcro11oe room nn~l 11eunl ofbe.b'.·idl 
protect Aomothinlf 'of q. ntLtional In-_ Work -wlU bo1ua soln on t:, ~~ 
tore~t they 1fo1.troyed lt. Des!'lite tbr. to 11coommodote emp oyt'C6, 
lll'lr~t ueed for 5hips thf!'e men tlid oiudo a , lt\l;1te di11lnii:·1;001n Rnd ell.Iii 
not lift one finger to rehabilitate the teen e~rvic~. drcl!R1np;·r

1
oon\ Rllt 

lndurtcy whl~h once flonri11hed . 1111pl11 \ wa,ahlllll N11nd 1 bat irhol~~t n~1-' ' I h oommodat1o'l\. ove nro """ uru 
'lj'rom wha.t wu once & 1·cpa r ' on f . t ·ea ill include · vej"a.ndah 11~-

th1m1 h11H been q. m11tlced tron~forma· ~~~otlllt~n to pormlt mii~li to be 
.t lon to !\!' lnduatry wlilob will f!IVe ~Ilk 11 ia · 0118n "Ii' durin« 110~ 
thl11 nn.t1011 eve!Y sbi'p l,t 11 poH1h!• we:theT, ,• 
to give. 1Thl'5 111duatry 18 to .becom11 ~n hnpoi•t.ant phue of tho unda1 -
oile 0£ the moat lmT>f!rtant 1h1P,h11il~· t kiull'e work wl11 be the coilah'nc· 
iog nlace~ in Auetralla1 . 'fhe tim411d11 tfon of a fittinll.'-o\lt wharf near the 
nftt l.,. ii . ........ wh•h• t will be bu1 • . - ·- - -'- ~:...- "'"'- niko,.f , .. m 



r' !STATE ·SHIPYARD! • r l .. I 

ti • DOOMED?'· I :·~ · ' f > < .. 'LI' f ..-. ' ":'° t:"'_' ;o 'r 
if I · ,. 

Socialistic; :says ' 
Mr. Mair .,. 

• SYDNEY' Tuesday-The ship .. 
bullding ya.rd which' the state 

• Govem~cnt had established 
' was a socla.listlo en te.rprise, and 
I thereton1 doomed, said the 
Leader or lihe Opposltlon <Mr. 
Mair), speaking on the second 
1·eadlng of the Government. En· 
glueering and Shiplmlldlng Bill 
fn the Leglslatlve Assembfy to· 
night. 

1 Lat1w, M.r. Mnit• pujd a. tl'ibul.c lo 
' the Director of SbipbuUdiul( (Mr. 
'MaLa1·ty). He Hid if he uoulu 
'vithstnnd the high tireeaure of La· 
hour pol i tic11 tb11 sh1J)buildi111( yar<l 
01 i~h t 81l cceed. · 

I f h0f'IO 8incerely that tbc eµter-; 
JHige wlll be succeMful," aald Mr. 
l'lfaii'o "bnt un!ortnuutel.v hletory 
hnR n IJnbit Of rev.e11tiag !he]f. 
We nil kum~ whnt happ1111ed to 
Wal~h lalnnd docky111·!1, where 

1£1,000,000 wee .tl1rown · inl.Q the FUl.­
tllr. I cannot 'conceive a 11ooitl.hatic 
~11terprill0 simllo. r to Waleb '1\l1md 
~1o :r:cedbl$C ic tieocetlme,'' . ' 

M.r. • '.rlJAii· BBlr1 he wo~ not re· 
l'!po•1sible for ~l'Uiu~ Welah T8l1111rl, 
but he knolY "'hY it W<18 ~old-be· 
ca 111tP. it was bankrapl'. nnd rcori- 1 

bund. But 1f tt conld have here 

l flold 11.15 11 ~oinrc cc•nccr11 it would 
not 'hn"C bMn di6poeed of pieae­
mcal. 

He ndrled: "When I visited W111.!h 
I8!nnd, l wo~ aur/1ri~11d to see it in 
euch n atote of t ilnpldntion that I~ 
wna nooolntnly deprca~fnl{.'' 

Mua.b of tho mnchiuery at W111Rh 
T~ll\t11l wna not lrp-to-<lntll, n.nd the 
P.Yl!B worr picker) 011t of it when • 
it, WR/j flOJrl , ]I~ ~rdcl, 

Mr. Lunit (I.nb., A11b111·n): Uy 
Jnn~n . , 

'l'he Mi nister for Works \!lfr. 
Cnhlll) : No.. · 

Mr: Muir: I 011\\lil said thn Minis· 
ter woulcl never h11ilrl n rowfog bont 
in hi@ TIPW en terJ'rh~c , alld I clon' t 
RUJ'PO~e be will ever forgive me for 
~n~·inir that. . . · 

I 
Whoever &tl\rtecl ot Wa.l11h hfond. 

lie continued, wna a clnndo1·hen11 in 
the economics or m 111111rnct11re. Men 
horl to hr. trnneported hl' honl<1, 
p)~r.trioity )Jad t-0 h@ carriorl 11arlcr 
w~tP.r, rvcr;v PO!!lliblll barrier one 
could imetrin11 ~ii!ted thr.re. Th i\l 
wne the reason be did npt rr·start 
tfo I 

"Scorched Earth" at Walsh 
1 le land 

"Mr. M&ir apokc for' 3ii mluutea, 
o.nd 11:11.ve ilo WQrd of vraiee to the 
work done by thiR Govrrnmen t to 
ni<l Drltnln . We tn.lk o.bout frm.1· 
110111. but wh11t freedom wn1 th()re 
lu the eaJe oC Wn.1.oib Jala.nd? lt wn11 
ainm away, If evcL· there was o. 
11corched e11rth policy .carri<ld 011 t, 1 

it Wll.8 at Wnl~h Jehrnd. Mr. M1m 
Rnid it we~ beinit r11n at a loi.s. 

I Whntllvcr hM b()tm loet at WrtM1 
l&l11.11d hu b~o tnore than rep11ll'tl1I 

I hy the bcnnfitft tlHlt we hnve 11:nllltl1l 
from It. We were up !Li&inat aome 

I of the 11rc~te ... t comblne11 in thi8 
, country, and yrt we built wonder-
! ful ahipe th@1e.' ' · 

I Mr. Bootli aeid tho St.ate G1)\·ern· 
ment got no help frQm tho Common· 
wealth Government in establil!hi11g 
ile new 1hipvard. 

Mr. MJ.ir: Have you buili any ahipa 
Yctr 

Mr. 'Booth: 't'beir D8rl'lO Mi legion. 
Mr. Booth Mid it wu untrue tCl 

11\y pat•t of the floatln1; dock . h11d 
evl!r hiit>n mnve<l to n new 1ito. 

"Wo need f!hips, b11t we have "" 
Oppoaitl!m that won't build them 

, Rimply betiaue11 It de~cribea our 1hit>-
h11iJdin1C .vard nR 1oci11liRm ," adr.lrrl , 

I Mr. Booth. '.!'he Leader of the · 
Op~irition 11118 the holy borror1 of 
~001aliarn, b11t I ll&Y that private , 

I ent1u·prigo ho~ foiled." • I 
· Mr. l'IA1vkms (Lnb.. NewoaaUe) 
Mid Wal~h Island had ' bee"ll Mh<l-
tnged py tl]e U.A.P. (]pver11ment. I 
',rb11 U.a.p. dirl no ~ w1mt the 1hlt>· i 
buildJng jTicluBtry to aurvive, 'becaueo I 
it ~VM ' CompotiUve with J)riv11te l!nter· 
prne. Tl1e Government's ~hipbuilcl- I 
mg entor pri1e was 11ot nrlvileied to 
"et a.11 the 4t!l.ff it wal)ted when I 
rlum iwere wanted. Within tho nut 
lhree or rom• tnCJTitb•, • Jiowev11r, 11 
Mhl11 woultl bti . ln1mohe<l . l'copl~ 
w~o rldfculecl 'what :Waa brl~ d(l11~ 
in the G1wernmen t yard were not 
p]Rying their ' part u good A llR· 
tralian,,, 

The debatt WllJJ acljonrned. 
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AUSTRALIAN WARSHIP . LAUNCHED 

. 
To t.11e aaconwen!men~ of boat whistles and the cneim> or thous ands of spectators, I\ new • WClr­
shiP fo1· t.he Royal Australian Navy takes to tl1e' water after a. Jmwchini ceremony at a New 

South Wa.lcs shipyard. , 

Graceful Lines of 
New Warship 

BUllL In IL New South Wales 
shipyard, a. new wa~blp !or the 
Royn.l Australlan Navy beg1J1s 
to move down the ways o.tter 

"'- - ·- · ~ .. 

........... _ ....... - • • •• 4 ••• • . • 

Preinie1~ and ~hipyard Worker 

On hta· vt~it · to e. New South Wa les i;hlpyo.rd which 
0

bullt a wn r­
shlp for the Royllol J\u:;tra.l lnn Na.vy, U1e Promlor (Mr. McKeU) 
eo11gri.,t.ula.ted one of the ··oldl!lit eml~ees of tbo under~, 

• Mr. w. Quan. , 



l'hla na'Val v~el the first ooIPJJleiely equlppt!d from a NSW 
Government l>ockyard, was aoc::eptod for the- Royal Austtalian 
N'avy , by Reiu•Admiral Mull'heacl Gould at a ceremony this 

mor11 Jn{, 

- -. ------···- --
NAVY TAI(ES OVER N1£W SHIP 

ADMIRAL · SEES START. 
OF. ''GREAT .FLEET'' FOR 

AUSTRALIA. SHORTLY . f 
Before long lie /toped to see the be(llnnino of a 

"great fleet" for Auslralia, said Rcar-Admir«l Muirhead. 
Gould at the State Govern1f1e1it'B dook11al'd to-da11. after(i 
formall11 a&eptlnn im behalf ol the Navu a fully- " 
equipped·vessel jWtt completed. · · / 

He declared that no matter wl14t develo11ment tliere 
might be in tlte air. Aztstralia's fu;tm·e would remaili iii· 
cxiJ'icabl11 linked wltlt the sea. People should .become 
mol'e 'and more '"sea-minded/~ ' · · 

"I hope,"' added the adrnlral, 
"tha.t tbe Governments to come 
will realise th11ot Amtralia ls an 
Lsland, although a very large one. 
a.nd that hei· future wlll deoend 
upon tho soai." 

Still damp with paint in onl'ts, 
the rcc~ntly completed vessel, 
which t lrmed the su"bJect ot a 
short o~remony to-de.y, wa11 o! 
the corvette type.. It was handed 
over bY' tho State DJ.recto; of 
Shipbulldlnll to the admlra,l be­
fore a. guard of no.val men stand­
ing on deck. 

Dockyard personnel and others 
concerned ln the completion ot 
the vessel, said the director, c;on­
sidered they had been prlvlleged 
to ole.v e. pa.rt ln adding e. 1Jght­
lnrc un1t to tl1e Royal Australian 
Navy. Tbo ship' bad satls!11ctorll:1 
passed Us series of trJ.als. 

After signing . the necea,,aory 
documents elgnl!ying . acceptance 
of the vessel by tile Department 
of tne Navy, Rear-Admiral Muir­
head-Gould mentioned . that to­
day wns the tourth annlvcrsa1•y 
o.f ·his e.rrlvnl ln Austra.lla, His 
first public duty on arrivo.l hel'Cl. 
Ile recalled, had l)een to receive 
the sloop Parrame.tta from Cocka­
too Dock. 

"Incidentally," ho saJd. holdlni 
up his walking stick, "this is made 
out of her ,timber." 

'rhe :Parramattii had given won­
clerfUl service m1t!I he1· · end. with 
mo.ny brave ot!lcers and men, in 
the Medit.erranel!.11 off Tobruk 
while taking supplles to men of 
the Nirith Division tllere. Re hoped 
her magnificent work would ))e an 
augury !or this veBBel. 

To Fight Japaneso 
"It me.y 'not be that thill shlo 

will go to tho Medlterranean," 
mi,id tne Admiral, "but it ls fair­
ly certain tha.t she will go to 
the northern wnterii or Austra. 
lln, t here to engage the Japan­
ese." 

After seeing reports from ,his 
ofrloers and overseers and ma.k­
ing a l'apld Inspection himself, 
he was satisfied that the vesiiel 
hnd gone through her trial1; ex­
tremely well. She was well up 
to the s tsndurd of others 1he had 
taken over. 
· Oongre.tulntlonn were extended 
by him to the NSW Government 
for estallllsh1ng the !ihlpira.rd, 
~~~ !c:!_.~_e_ !?~re~~':!r,.,.~~11._!{:!~ 

yard that he.d produced such a. 
f'lne addition to tl:'le Ne.yy roust, 
the adtniral said, be of greatest 
value to Australia. in the !uture. 
He hoped that oovernments 
which mlg-ht follow Mr. McKell's 
would l")t\vo the sense to con­
tinue the actlvltles o! tho cstab· 
llshmen t In tne years of peace, 



up hla walldng stloll'., .. trns 111 rnl\u" 
out of her ,timber.'; 

The Parramatta had iriven won­
derful service until her end, with 
mo.ny brave ofllcers and men, in 
U1e Mediterranean of! Tobruk 
while taking .supplies to men of 
ttie Ninth Division there. He hoped 
her magnificent work would be nn 
augury for this vessel. 

To Fight Japanese 
"rt may ' not be that t his &hip 

wlll go to the Mediterranean," 
said the Admira.l, "but It ls fair­
ly certain that she will go to 
the northern wo.tem ot Au11tra.­
lla, there to engage the Japa.nft 
ese.'' . 

After seeing reports from )'tis 
officers anQ. overseers and ma.k · 
Ing a rapid inspection himself, 
he wa.c; sa.tlafled that the vessel 
had gone through her trials ex­
treinely well. She was well up 
to the standard of others 'he ho.d 
taken over. 
· Oongratulatlomi wel'e extended 
by him to the NSW Government 
for estatlllshlng the shipyard, 
and to the Director, managers 
and workers for the "Jolly good 
job" they had done. 

The Admiral then 'handed the 
vessel over to a lleutennnt-coni· 
mander ot the Navy, and ex­
pressed hopes tor "a successful 
campaign and a sate retur~n." 

i -PriUiir""'l~~~~rm"P--~ 

Present at the ceremony were 
the Premier ot NSW (Mr. W. J. 
McKell), the Mln!.ster for Pub­
lic Works <Mt. J . J. Cah111), some 
members ot Parliament, 11.ncl the 

· Mayor of the muntclpe.llty and i-------- -­
other prominent citizens. 

At an Informal function latel'. 
Mr. Cohill sa.ld U1at In the estab­
lishment of the shipyard t.he 
Stnto Govetnment bnd been im­
bued with the one lde11. o! help­
ing the war etrort. 'rhe Govern· 
ment had now itlven proof of Its 
ability to cto this, despite cr!U­
clsms. 

"We nre uatls!led," he de­
clared, "that Australian workmen 
cRn do 11; .1ob equivalent to tho5~ 
of any .other pal't of the wot'lcl. 
Thlii Nhlp i;ecms the bcist or 1;cv­
ero.l I hnvr. seen In o\.Mr lJIHts 
or the Commonwealth.'' 

Premier's Remarks 
The Premier described the new 

vessel as "$Ome ,.small contrlbu­
' tlon" by the Government to the 

I efforts ot the United Nations. The 
ohlp was In the nature of e. ges­
ture to AUBtralla.'s gal11mt men 
of the sea.. ln tlle various wa.ters 
or the world, Aiistralla's n1i.vY h11r.l 
perhaps suffered he1i.vler . losses, 
In proportion, than any of the 
other Allied nations: . 

"We hope in the future to 
launch more ships," he said. "We 
have laanched some. we have 
built some tor the United State.9 
e.nd for the Commonwealth. The 
rei;ults to qate represent a pretty 
good effort for the time the 111-
austry has been in existence." 

He revealed that approximately 
l,250,000 tons of shipping had 
been repaired at the dockyard. 
About 230 ellips had gone th1·ough 
the dock, many of them over 
10,000 tons. one was 14,000 tons. 

Future Of Shipyard 
• The Premier paid tribute to 
the great sp!rft ot cooperation 
shown by Rear-Admiral Muir­
head-Gould, and recalled witl1 
plea.sure, becau$e of this, many 
conferences he had had with the 
admiral and other 11e1·vtc,e lead­
ers in: the dark days when the 
Japanese tru·eat was looming 
larRe. . 
· Rear-Admiral Muirhead-Gould, 
touching on this in reply, said: 
"At the t\me, Jt seemed Impos­
sible that we could improvise suf­
ficiently to meet the thre11.t of 
the Japanese.'' 

I The establishment of the ablp-



TI1e State J?ockyard 
The hAndinlf over to the Na.vy 

by the State Government dock­
yard of a. f1llly-ec;iuip~d ship ts 
evidence of the -sturdy growth 
ot a.n entorprtse which wa:; 
begun \lnder the n1o.st d1f!icult 
conditions. ai1ct in every ciroum­
sta.nce of ctlscouragement. The 
1·~cord of the doclu•ni·ct !or Its 
first year of work is 1mpros.s1ve. 
More than 1000 men are employed 
all contributing dil'ectly to a. vitiil , 
i;>hnse o! AUstra.lla.'s wa.r o!fort, 
and P.n annuai turnover of £347

1
000 I 

1.ndioa.tes that 11. sound basis nW! 
been la.1d for ruture expa.ru11on. An 
importa.nt subsldle.ry activity WM 
the dock..b.llf or i·epairing of 98 
ships, represent!~ a. turnover of 
£164,000, 

A good omon for th e pennan· 
ence of the enterpr~ is the net 
pront of · £26,000 shown in the 
:first year. In wartime thi.S may 
not bO important, but in peace­
time the dockyard will be .subject 
to the economic tests whlch no 
underta,klng can ,tnde!lnU.ely avoid 
merelv beoa.UBe it Is conducted by , 
the state. Its ca.paci~y t.o com- ' 
p~te agnlnat private dockyards 
W1U be the mee.su1·e of lts suoce:;s • 
and the condition of lt:B continu­
a.nee. The results obtained in 
the trying period or eete.bllsh· 
ment, when development WM n.s 
important as production, a.nd 
when shio construction proceedecl 
while plant a.nd buildings were , 
belncr erected, vlndloo.te the ta.Ith 
ond courage l'flth whlob the,. 
MoKell oovernment pioneered thls 
Pl'Ojcot in the face ot tnl\ny 
obstaolcs. 

Nayy Accepts iWa~s~!I?,":; 
Froln State Dockyard:.}'. ~1; . , ,•. , ._"';' ... , .. ' 

·, ~ . ·~-
A. NAVAL VESSEL, built and tr111iu.. lfa flrHt publlo duty on 

equipped at a. New South on·lva! w11a to .ncccvt H..M.A.S.~V~rra.• 
·ai · · d d d • mllttll. 'l'bo 'Panamatta. 

1had~ ~1vtn w es shipyar ' was han e vO llrnnd llCl'VicC in the Mediterranean. 
the Naval Department yester· WWlv he did 'uot c~eot tb11.~ .thiil 
day. ' veB11cl would serve in tb&~ H&J''. be 
Rear-Admiral Muirhead·Gouid, expected ehe would be doini n~ble · 
who accepted the ship on behalf eervics in t he · fight. • 1 
of the Royal Australian Navy. Ho con.grtitul~ted t~e. St~te Pov· 
complimented th inan11_.,.emen• crum~n.t. Despite diff1cult1e1 • aud 

_ fl _ - ., • ~ oppos1t1on, Mr. McKell bud Jlrl!lllled 
and workme1,1 of the ya.rd. He on with the establiilhmeut of the 
had looked over the vessel a.nd shipyard. '.l'he producbl6n of.tho •hip 
i-eceived reports of the ship's muat ho.ve bsen extTemely .aatlefac­
trials at sea. The set.up and to1·y to bim. Behind it1 buildin1t 
performance of tho vesse were waa I\ doo9'nrd , eomethlng whlob 
entirely satisfa.cto~ would be mvalu"ble to Australia. 

Tl . · . He hoped that £11tut·e Oovernmeut. 
1 , 1c ship ,was IBunc 1ed Inst year, w ould hnve ~he i,enee to aae thf.t 

'lhc 1.>remior (Mr. MoKel,I)\ Mlnl!J· itti work we.a carl'ied on - · , , 
!er for W orks CM'r. Cahill , and • 
other o!ficillls aceoh\panicd Rsat·Ad· Future Linked With ~Sea 
mirnl Muirhend·Got1hl. ' 

Tho 'R~nr-Admirnl ~aid the taklnii No matter what development there · 
over of the ship mark.id tho fourth 1night be in the air, no putter if; 
nriniversary of hill nrriv&l in Aua• there wuro air llners of 1000 ton•­
--- - - - ..... - - - --- .A wrtralia.'• future would r emain !hiked 

N,ew $hip For·· 
·Australian.Navy 

wlth ' the ~ea. ''.Before loug," ho 
suid. ''l hove to ace, on· paper at 
least, the beginning of a great fleet'1 f-0r Austrnlie.: l hope .tht futurs 
Governments will realise that Auti· 
tralia.'li future and ea.fety will depend 
on the sea.. People slio11ld becoPle 
jl.lpro 1md" m-ore 11011·n1inded.'' 

'l'ho Prom!or (Mr. Mol<:oll) im.ltl 11. 
tr ibute to Relll'·Admira.l. Mu1rh~_11d· 
Oould, the officer• 1md men of tbe 

·Austnilla11 Ne.vy. The haodi.!li over 
of the· ship, he said Wilt e. 1t11a1l 
contribution by tho Government to· 
ymrW! that 1~.rvico. , 
- Mr. MoKell !lllid tbero wu a gre1tt 

future for abipbuildiop; in :New- South 
Wnle11. The re-eatBblishment of the 
i11dc1tcy' ~Wl\I one of the proude!~ 
achlevementa of hie Govern1uent, 
which h ad been complhnented by 
tho Prime Minister (Mr.• Ourtili}. 
'l'be yo.rd · in which the venel 0ht1d 
l:teu con1tructcd had been converted 
fr<>n\ . a, w111te to e. modern esh.bll1h·1· 
ment. The deca~ of shipbuilding 
throui:bout the (.Jommonwealth had 
. been regrotto.ble, 11ince Austnlisn 
workmen hnd J:lrovcd their outatand.· 1 

}ittri ability ae builders of 11hipa. It 
i:pplied not only to steel ves3ela, but 

!to wooden onell built nt emnU ooutal 
1 ports. . lt w11s their d n ty In th A 

ioatwa.r i>eriod to see that the 111-
. clu11try, which wa~ 11a valu&ble to 
1 Australia, di<! not lnnguis}1 agniu. 
i The P-rcmier outllt1ed the opera· 
tione of the ynrd uinee it~ incep· 
tion ita trading opel'atioua, and the 
tom;nitu of ahippillll which had l)aaaed 
through ita ClontinK dock. . 

Mr. Onhill refmTCd to tho ship ,llB 
"McKell'H \mby." 'Jhe ynrd, he 11a1d, 
/ia1l JUijtificd itR 0XiHl~l\C8. 

, Rear·Admirai_ M_ulrhce.d-Gould sl irnlng pa.pe1·s and taking over to1· 
the Austra.Jla.n Na.vy a ship bu Ut at e.. New South Walos GOV• 
"""'""''"t. TlnnltvA.rtl Wlt.h hJm ta nomroander Ireland. SUl')er-
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' ALLISON NELSON WANTS TO 
. WORK LA THE 

. , 
81.X:.l'~gN ·YEAR-OLD conectL p1nn· ~O-ton 1ind liO-ton ov11rhcllcl trnvclliog 
1 j11t, Allison N elsou, \vould Jiko crnnca. She Collowod with In tcrcat 
lo operato u Jutlle. the whole p'roulll!i! fr<)lll loyi11i: out :i 

" '.l'lleY faac.:i1rntc mel" fJhe 11i1id Yll<I· ~hip in Liie 11hipwr i1thts' eecL)on to 
tenlny. "! huvo n woYK be<'n . io· b~Idiuit it on the l!liJJ6. 
lcrm~t~d in c1111iuccri11g LILi111(11." 'l'ho y<inthful pi1u!iHt 11111de frit•11d11 

l\liSll Ncl&Oll Wll~ · dei:11ly i 11 L11rc~t\id wi Lh oi1c or tl1c.: dockylL1'1[ CllL~. Next 
1,ln l11the~ of ol! Fi7.~ll ~vllon ~lto vi{li~ci_\.. -to -mvslc~1<'t'-f(l'C"~l-e"t-il'lor~11His · u11t,:1,. · 

l·tliG Atu.lu Fih1pbu1lcl1111t U11de1•Wik.1og She he11 thrcu aL home. 
ut the JJ.vko E11d ,vt-etc1·tl ~y. , 4 n11 t11ral, 11110R11umi 1111 liirl. wiLh 

Af1.ur 11 1:011 .. r.r to 11m•fot1111111rc 111 n i11 k t•ibbconH l)tt t 11c 10111( plrtitl• (l( 
llri1-1L11uc i\liHH .Nul1<un 111•1'ivc<l in .tfow· her foh· hni1· 'Mix11 N1:l1i1u1 r.h11rn11 .. u 
e11stlo ycHlt•i•dny 1no1·nil11I fo r " con· people who tltl1Judt•d :i. ch•io Tccopti<m 
cc1· ~ in t.ho l,.H.v llnll t(l-tli~ht. itlVun by lbc l\inror IAlll • .No1·1·hj) l\t-
1 1H lhil do<:~)•11.r1I she t~ntath·ely tho City Hall yrstcTJn~'· 
Oijkcrl how much ouc ouorinoud lnlhe Rhe hod :t rnro holiclny (rttm the 
Wt>nlil ~oal.. "lt might Lo nLout pinnu uuLil l11h• in tho nttcl'Uoon, hut 
·.1.:w,000," lihO W116 told . Site 1lc.:cided 11ft1Jr ltcr visiL to tho 1lockynrd went 
~h11 (•oul1I pl'<>h:.tbly tll) without one. ta the City Tfoll (01· 111•11cticu. Hhc 

J lvL·~y111·,I woda11~.n vau~ec! to .look nm'mflllv f)lnyts Ch·,. homs 11 rlu.1-. I.JUL 
ill<iUi1· 1n.~d.r nt tl!ll till~ht. l!lrlliih f1icur.I;! when Hflil i~ tru,·ollinl? •llnkra up fur 
who lrrp11rd w1Lh . yo11thful, enJ.h11s1· l0t<t tiiilO 11.t IJ1c ,1•ouk·el•tls. Hh.: 
nijm l.>eLwau11 111ai:iH11·c 1111iclt111c~ , uod, i11 tc11rlA l n h 11.1•1J a hnR.1• du.v nt lho 
mi..si'i1l! 1111lhi1111 . . fre11ucnLI~ . Ahp11etl nlnno to-dnl'. 
nwn.v ff<J!O a t¢hlJlYlll'cl o£f1Ct~I, j\fr. l\for.V 1'hnninlj (AO[lfUllO) 1vil1 llll 1111-
)I, l[;mJ111µ:. who WUH l!hOW lll(( Iler H(1CiHLl·1l wiLh 1\J i~~ l•fr)HOii uL i.o­
QVCI' lhe pJu11t._rnr 1~ nlMrt' look, Th~y uiglit'>1 cnricPi·t. All"n 1\[cCL'iet(1] will 
HlVJIPC•J for II linv . 111il 11 1L1~ ... t11 Ol(JJhllll l u l\(•l!tilllpullikt. 
to her wl111l 1l11•1r 1101111Jl tc11 t.c•l 11111- -'· · -· ·· · ·---· ···· --··--&•-·---~ 
ch inl'e 1Jiu 'n111I hc11v Lhc1• wurkml. l)hc 
w11td1ecl with ll.'t.ritcmc1!L ":o!·km.~:1 
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.SHIPBU,ILDING ·As A' PERMANENT WAR-TIME INDUSTRY1 
'I I , ' · ' • · I 

' ' ' : ~ • • ' .... • I 

'\ 
' 

I THE dc11ira.blllty ol shipbuilding being soundly e1Jtablished 
f ns a permanent post-war Au11tralian industry Is beyond 
I que11tion. 

r 
The motlern vessel Ui n small but complt1ta floating 

world ot its own. · Its production neeessltates n greater 
, 001J1binatlon ol huma.11. eJ1ort than any one other product 

of man and, accordingly, the succellSful establishment of 
shjpbuilding cannot but. have a most bt1licfielal elrect on the 

• poat:wa.r lndWl_trlru development of Awitro.lia. 

1-.,:• I · ~The· timt'• la· mo:it opportune~ In consequence• o:f . the 
Oommonwealth·wide intense .. shipbuilding wur efrort, Aus­
tralla is well equipped with shipbuilding and Its 1188ociatcd 
cugineering' production facilities, while. Invaluable exped· 
enca hns been gained in all phnsCll of tlli11 most com1))'e· 
hcnslve of Industries. · 

Ncveftholoss, creditable o.s I.he AustroJiau i!!hlpbulldJnsr 
w11r efl'orl hns bee11, aud valunl>lo l.UI Is the resullinG' lmpolus 
given to the induatl'y,· much l'Cffilllm! to be achiuvod bororc 
It can be expected to o.ttnin n footing eatisfo.ctorlly com· 
po.rable with thnt of long-eatabliehcd contres. 

It cannot be too strongly emphasised thnt the estab· 
llshmant of shipbuilding and its 8.!lsoclated enginMting 
activities, on a ba&l.s whJcb will compani sufficiently. favour­
ably Y(ith thaL ot Jong-eetablishod shlpbulldlng centrell, ie 
n long rnnge and decidedly oncrou11 task. Its s11ccessCul 
accomplishmont necessitates yonts of judicious planning, 
1ustaJ11ed effort and employment of colllllderable capita.I, the 
return on which will be dependent on governmental financial 
ulst.ance to thn cxlenl found necenary during developmental 
stages, llJld permanently to the degree necessary to balance 
the effect of the higher Australian living 11tandnrd. lt will 
ta."< to · the utmost the combined resources of the Govern· 
menl:B concerned, those responsible for the direction of the 
industry and the vnrlous Trl\dce Unlon~. the hearty co­
opcre.tlon of whoso lllembel"!I i11 esaenuar to ultimate llucceas. 

To-day's highly developed nnd compllcaled design of 
vceselll, vnried in type to ' efficiently ·01cct particular tJ:ade 
requirements, is lhc result of . specialised c1?01·t, cxriorlcncc 
and re1;1earch, International in scope ansl extcndJng oyer many 
decades. ·n essentially depends OI). ,accumulated data, the 
acquiring of which to the extent nece1111ary to assure pros· 

· pcetive shipowners thnt. sbip11 produc;ed in AustrnUn will be 
equal to the world's best will llllpose, for Borne time at leut, 
a fino.nc.ial handicap on Australi9;11 &hipbulldlng. 

Slmllnrly, the high standa1·d reached by long·.cstnbllshed 
centres in rognrd to the economical production of hulls, 
alternativo Lypcs of ptopelllng and au:itJlinry maehllwry, 
cargo handllng facilities and the varied equipment of modern 
vessels; i1I also lhe result of long experience, · enablillg 
uneconomical practic:cs and equipment to bo gradually weeded 

[ 

out, ape. ciall.scd ~qulpmen. t to be evolved and the fu. nctionln. g 
o:f 11taff and works personnel to attain that high standard 
of etllciency which only years and years of training and · 
eJC.periencc can develop. 

! . "The -foregoing factota, together witl1 the high dagrec 
of coat-reducing 11peciallsatlon. in n.11 phases of the industry 

/ which the lnrge doma:nd In established 11hlpbulldlng countries 
has rendered pos11lble to a ; much greati:r degree than can 

I be available in .l\.u11tr.alla., are indicative of the formidable 
effort with which Austr3li11n shipbuilding Is confronted iu 
endeavouring to place the industry reruiooably in lino with 

;· ita time and experience advantaged competilore. 

'l'he task is css<?ntially a naLional one, involving, through 
the Govarnmcnt, nntiona.1 fiunncial bncking lo an cxLcnl 
conallllClllt w!U1 efilci,ont plunnlng and effor.l. 

The ;mutual interellU! of the industry nod the co111Jerv1ng 
1 of public llunnce nece$$1t.ll.te llm1tlng tile establislring of the 

industry to Ytu·ds and Enginee1·ing Works .not only specially 
e<1uipped and lnid out to ensure efileient production, but 

1 
also pre1>ored to specialise In the industry on a relatively 

• low vrolit mnrgln basis. 'the total capacity of sucb. estab­
liahmenb should be ao related to the nnticipnted average 
demnn!J as to permit of continuity · of production and 
miµcimum amployment of fiic1lltles In 1order to reduce tho 
overhead burden to a il'linlmum nnd provide a sntlsfactory 

• basl11 for intense development of efficient processing and 
work!!hop fJractice. 

• 
By 

D. LYON McLARTY, 
M.l.E. (Au1l.), 

' Stale Director ol 
Shlpbuildlno, 

Now So~th W111lu. 

• 

The Commonwealth Government has far-sightedly com· 
mittcd Itself to pi:ovlcling a valuable basis for develop!llcnt 
by autllori!!ing the Departme:1t of the Navy to proceed with 
a subst.antial post-war naval building programme and tho 
Australian Shipbuilding Board with tue oonetructlon o! a 1 

considerable nun;iber ?f cnrgo ve11sell!I. On the Ulle madu I 
ol Lhls opportunity wdl largely depend. the !ulurn of shlp· , 
building in Australia. · 

In reeognition of the dire necCSBlty of contributing as 
Cully ll!I po1111iblc le mo.rltime Will' needs, the Commonwealth I 
Government, early in the war, constituted tha Australian 
ShlpbuihUng Board .for the purpose of not only co-or<lin.'lting I 
and el[panding existing facilitioe, but nlso creating entirely 
now Works on o. comprehcliJllVc scale in varlou11 parl:A of 
tho Commonwcal~h. 

The Board haa emerged with credit from a mosL 
strenuoull nnd difficult war establishment period du'rlng which ' 
Its growing orga.nltatlon hna had to copo wllh the almost. 1 
overwhelming Lnsk of simultancoualy co·ordlnnllng existing 
faoilil:leli, planning ancl equipping addillonnl £acl1Jllcs, nnd 
at the same time delliG"ning and organising the production of I 
vessels largely varied I.!! type and size. -· 

In common with Yards nnd Engineering Works which. 
have been associated with Australia's impressive war ship· 
building effort, the Board has overtake,11 many of its initial 
handicap:!, nnd lfl 'favourably placed in regard Lo successfully 
undortflklng Its key ~eponsibilltlcs to tills oatlonnl ship-
building eJ'l'ort. · ' 

Au.stralian 11hltJbuildit1g fnollitles !ll'e now considornble. 
Apart from pre-war eel:ablishmcnta, modern shipyards have 
come into production, early In tl1e w~. in both South Alli!· 
trntiu. and Queen11land. 

More recently, t he Covornmont of NeY£ South Wales has 
established a well·equlpped Dookyard, wllich includes 
Engineering Shops capable of producing the prope1llng 
machinery for the Dockyard's designed capacity of at lea.at 
six (6) )lulls per annum. In addition, the Docky.ard is 
equipped to cater for a Jnrge ship repair turn-over In asso­
ciation with the Government's 15,000·too F loating ,Dock, 

As 1!&11 been stated; the time Ii!, t herefore, most op1ior­
tunc. The co-ordinating organisation exists In the!' Corm of • 
the Australian Shipbuilding Board. SuIDcient, well equip)liid 
Shipyards and Engineering Works, backed by exlenslv11 war 
production experience, are avalfablc, Tho demnnd for the 
various clnsses of veseel!l to meet the maritime i·cquircmentll 
of Australian 11nd tht? adju.ccnl Pac111c trade must for some 
time be greater lhnn at any time prevlou.Bly, 

Accordingly, Austra.lia. may, with confidence, preaent its 
revived producllon- "Australian Shipbuilding"-on an un• 
precedented scale. The play ie sponsored l>y the Common­
wealth Covernmont. The Producer i.s the Au1Jtrnli:,m Sbip­
bulldlng Board. The propertie11 and effecl.S arc provided by 
the several well-equipped Shipyards nod Engineering Works. 
Tho pl11yen1 lll'C l hc [lCl'SOllncl or those estnblishmenls. The 
rohoo1"Sals ho.ve been strcnunusly e.nd thoroughly carried out. 
The stage is well set. 1f all the members or Lhe cast piny 
their pnrts worU11ly, a successful run 111 ae1Jured-lU11fG. UP 
THE CURTAIN I 
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tr&lla/ A goo4 111eroai\tile marine was ' 
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would be the duty . of·. the Comp'lon· 
wealth Govemmant or ' Shipbuilding 

•Board to' dealgn ahip~ of high quality, 
and costt e1se11tllll to ' meet comp.ti· 
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'-of thj• iµ,du11try .'~ . .' • ,J I 1 , 
~ Mr. A\ ·S. Mo.Alpme, a member of 
1 thl! Shlp)>uildl~it. Bo¥'d1 \ll'ge4 'price 

f 
atabll~t.ion ~or the . 1h1pbu!ld111p; I.ti• 
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g}limed'.' tllaF it" wolild be neceM&ry 
~tO 1u.btidiio·ltJ1e ' :Au•tre.liut ,indllilt.cy. 
f, ·The' cooper/jtlon ehown by industry' 

l
throu11hou~ ' A.uatralia "in tlrn1111 of 
n~ed'1had· ruulted 'ln a gi·e•t wo.r et. 
fol't . which, il repeated. "in ptia'te, 

. W<>uid · a1oure A11•trJ.lia.'1 future in 
,all phuea of induttrial aotivity. Stew 
cou~d be bought cheaper in Al!tltn,lik 

,J.han · 1!i co1,1ld rbe · i;produced in Great 
1 Brita.bl · '•;... • . • ~ • 
f- ; He 1beiieved_ that A•.:i~~work· 
~ m110 cguld build shlsie' Ju~t ·~aa -<ihetlp 
l~d .,84 goocl •• any •otber ·oo\lntry. 
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The history of ship-building end ship repair in Newcastle goes 

back to 181 8. Only a few ships wera actually built in Newcastle 

in the early years. It was mainly private ship-building thet was 

carried out there . 1. 

Mainly due to the coal industry ships had to be built and repaired 

in the Port. In the 1850 1 s there was an upourge of ship-building 

in New South Wales . With the discovery of gold many people left 

the cities end rushed to the gold f ields to make their fortune . 

Due t o this goldrush there was e shortage of labour and therefore 

the manufacturing industries suffered. 2. 

There were very small shipping yards et Platts Chann~l, Moacheto 

Island; Bullock Island and Honeysuckle Point. The most significant 

shipyard was situated at Stockton where in 1856 two shipwrights 

leased R site for the construction of a slip. It was completed end 

operntionel in June , 1862 . It employed fifty men at the time but 

closed down in the mid 1860 1 s . 3. 

In 1869 D. Macquarie bought the slip from tho two former owneIS and 

continued ship- building nnd ship repair work until it was finally 

abandoned through lack of financial support. 4. 

1. Turner , John , Manufacturing in Newcastle 1801 -1 900. 
Newcastle , 1980. 
P• 21 

2 . Ibid p. 39. 

3. Ibid p.45. 

4 . Ibid 
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In the 1B70's the colony ' s ship-building saw another upsurge. It wos 

at Stockton where the mRjcr work was carried out . The shipyard 

changed hands many times. In the 1880•s it took another decline 

due to colonial trends. The change in the depth of the harbour due 

to shoaling around the Stockton foreshores caused pxoblems, 

and thus put a halt to the repairs of larger ships . During these 

earlier years m6ny attempts to build a large fleeting dock were 

made but due to lack of funds it nevsr eventuated . It was not 

until later years that one was constructedo 5. 

A local newspaper editor stated that the reason for the rise and 

fall of the industry in Newcastle of the early days was that the 

yard owners were unamb~tious and were content with buil.ding wooden 

seaworthy coasters . 

In 1913 Walah Iaiand was deveioped by the Faderal Government as 

e dockyaxd mainly because of World War I . The dockyard covered 

four hundred acres and had t wo thousand feet of whervsa . It was 

bui~t cf epcil dredged from the harbour tc make a channel to the 

site on which the atee1 worka stands today. Walsh Island wee named 

after Mr. H.A. Walsh , second President of the Hunter llist~ict Water 

Board . He was an :l.rish man with a distinguished ecademic career. 6. 

The Island turned out a number of sizeable V6SSals. Six smaller ships 

that wexe known as the 11 011 and u E" cJ.ass a hips were built . Th He 

were humarcuely referred to as the 11 Billy Hughes 1Fleet11
• 

5. Armstrong, John, Shaping the Hunter : The Engineering Heritage. 
Newcastle, 1983. 

6. Newcastle Morning Herald 17. 6. 1950. 
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Also the main components of the No. 1 Blast Furnace of the B. H. P. 

~ 
WEMI constructed here. It went into service in 1915 at the 

steel works . Ae well as the ahips and B. H. P. components bridges 
I 

were constructed here , government requirements, main roads and water 

supply authority requirements. During the wer artillery shelle 

were produced as well as components for aircraft. 7. 

An aerodrome was established on Walsh Island embracing three runwaye 

each one hundred end sixty feat wide and two thousand five hundred feet 

long. B. 

It waa officially opened on the l1st Uecember , 1929. The first 

plbne to use it Qt the opening ceremony was en Australian Airways 

P1ane. This wes aiso the same day thet the floating dock was 

officially opened. 9. 

The aircraft component production never really went into mass 

production because of the termination of hostilities in 1918 0 10. 

Most people employed on Welsh Island were Newcastle residents 

although few were from different parts of Australiao In 1926 
A 

Walsh Island wee commissioned by the New ~outh Wales Government to 

build al.l steel railway carriages for the then developing Sydney 

Underground Electric Service, They were produced there until closure 

in 1932. They produced 6 carriages a week . 110 

7. Taped interview with Harry Herding , Retired Managing Director 
New South Wales State Dockyard . 6. 7.1969 

8. Newcastle Morning Herald 30. 11.1929. 

9. Newcastle Morning Herald 21.1~.1929. 

10. Interview with Mr. Herding . 

11 . Ibid 
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The floating dock was built for the emergency docking of damaged 

ships . The Commonwealth contributed a third of the cost end it was 

to have priority of use. 1~ . 

Labour problems started primarily because of the transportation of 

employees from Newcastle to the Islando The employees thought 

they should travel free of cost in their time. Then a tramline 

was extended to the wharf for them which the m n refused to use. 13. 

Eventua.Lly Walsh Island closed during the depression in 1932. A 

public auction was held to sell the plant. 

It was until 1941 that Walsh Ialand lay dormant and idle. Then the 

Federal Government decided to rebuild the indu try in Newcastle . 14. 

They looked around to find people capable of achieving this aim. 

I t was then they found Mr. D. Lyon-Mclarty who had the expertise 

necessary to do the job . They also employed the services of 

Mr. H. Harding to get the industry established . 15 . 

The first decision to be made was where the dockyard was to be 

located . It was decided to re- locate the dockyard at the Dyke- End 

Peninsula . The equipment was dismantled and demolished then loaded 

onto barges and floated down the r iver to the peninsula . 

12. Ibid 

130 Ibid 

14. Armstrong , Shaping the Hunter 
p. 34 

15. Taped interview. 
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The designing and setting up of the dockyard came about very 

quickly becauee of the Japanese activity off the coast. 16. 

Many ships came into port with shell and mine damage. It was 

never anticipated that the dockyard would become the industry it 

had bean eftar the war. Mr. H. Harding ' s time had coma to an end 

at the dockyard but due to the emergency this time was extended. 

Mr. Herding eventuaily became managing directer of the New South Wales 

~tate Dockyard. 17. 

After the war Newcastle harbour wes in a poor state and a number 

of dredges were built to dredge in the harbour . Vessels were als o 

built under subsidy , fne first being built for the Union Steam 

Ship Company. Then in years to come there were many built for 

the Australian National Line. Some of the earliest ves3els ware 

fuel and bulk carrying ships but then they went into trader type 

vaa~ela and specialized service vessels . The first trader type 

vessel was tha Bess Trader which travelled between Melbowxne and 

Devonport in Tasmania. This ship was propelled by engines that 

were compact end complex1 being able to be rHpaired et sea. 18. 

There wee a shortage of electric power generators for domestic 

requirements after the war . Then in the late 1950 ' s early 1960 •e 

there were bleckouts si~watistRs. Once again the dockyard had ta be 

called on by the government to build generating plant equipment. 

16. Ibid 

170 Ibid 

18. Ibid 
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The dockyard took out licences and acquired designs from recognized 

manufacturers in England . 19. 

The dockyard employed over two thousand four hundred people, 

primarily men, but many women were employed in the encillaxy services 

such as the c enteen, office and ambulance rooma . Ship-building 

people were recruited from England , Scotland and Ireland , Four 

hundred families and two hundred single people were ~ught to 

Australis. 20. 

A housing centre was established in Carrington where surplus war- time 

accommodation was used . Huts were brought f:rom interstate: these 

were formerly air force personnel accommodation. Families were also 

taken to Rutherford . Altogether between three hundred to four hundred 

families ware accommodated. 21. 

The dockyard organized free bus transport for their employees each day . 

22 . 

A system was introduced after the wer for the staff by way of a 
I 

profit sharing agreement . Two thirds of the industries profits 

were distributed es s bonus to the empioyees in t heir weekly pay 

envelope. This created a problem with the unions . They did not 

want it to be seen as a bonus ~ they wanted it seen as an over award 

payment. This scheme prevailed at the dockyard for 15 years . The 

first year it represented 30 shillings . 23 . 

19. Ibid 

20. Ibid 

21. Ibid 

22 . Ibid 

4:!3 . Ibid 
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ihen because of various factors the industry s t opped making a 

profit and the scheme ceased . The Government offered the 

dockyard an order for two, two thousand five hundred ton buik 

carrying ships in 1975. Due to the conditions that went with 

this contract the offer was refused . from that time on the 

dockyard declined further into a loss situation unti~ the 

Government decided to close the industry down in 1986 . 24 . 

The ship-building industry in Newcastle haa had a history cf 

rise and fall from the very beginning . History has repeated 

itself twice . It eeems through experiences of the past that 

ship-building and ship repair industry in Newcastle has prospered 

mainly in times cf emergency conditions . At the present time 

there ie no government ship-building and repair industry in 

the port of Newcastle. 

24. Ibid. 
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My name is Esther Galbraith - today is the 8th July, 1989. I'm doing the Open 

Foundation Course at the Newcastle University. This morning I'm interviewing 

Mr Harry Harding, retired Director of the N. S. W. State Dockyard on the history of 

the New South Wales Government Shipbuilding and Ship repairing activities in the Port 

Of Newcastle. I'll leave it over to you Mr Harding. 

Yes. By way of introduction I perhaps should mention that I am a Newcastle born 

and educated man. I served my apprentiship with a very old established engineering 

industry in Newcastle called Morl\ison Bearby where I acquired marine & mechanical 

engineering and structural engineering groundwork and experience and I moved to 

Melbourne for five years where I was Chief Engineer of a very large old established 

marine engineering company there and when war came I was recruited to return to 

Newcastle to assist in the re .. establishment of the industry in Newcastle. 

My memory - I was born in 1913, coincidentally the same year that Walsh Island 

Government Dockyard establishment commenced and again coincidentally the same year 

that B. H.P. commenced building their works at Port Waratah. So that I do as early 

as a child in Newcastle remember memories of the commencement of these industries 

and indeed in 1920. In April 1920 my parents took me to Walsh Island Government 

Dockyard to witness the launching of the "E.urelia" by his Royal Highness, the Prince 

of Wales . Little did I then realise at the age of 7 that I would become involved in 

that industry in later years. 

The Walsh Island industry I learned in later years and indeed during my apprentice­

ship years and after years at Morrisoo Bear by, when Walsh Island was still operating, 

I learned quite a lot about the industry at that time. It participated in the war time 

effort during the First · World War in the building of smaller ships and indeed it built 

six what were known as "D" and "E" Class ships. The "Billy Hughes Fleet" was 

the humerous name given to them and one of these as I mentioned the "Eurelia" was 

the one launched by his Royal Highness, but the Walsh Island industry grew and 

as I mentioned earlier interestingly among their other production activities they 

assisted in the building of the B. H.P. Steelworks. In fact they did fabricate 

the main components of the No. 1 Blast Furnace which went into service in 1914 

or 1915 at B. H.P. 's works. As well as building ships they also built bridges 

and other government requirements, main road or water supply authority requirement: 

and they thrived duringrthe ill.formative establishment years and grew to the stage 

where they employed some 1500 or 2000 employees in fact. During the war too 

they went into ammunition production. They were producing shells for artillery 

purposes and they actually became involved in the manufacture of aircraft. They 

were intent on building small biplanes for service in the First World War and 

in fact they planned to have a landing field on the Island for them and they 

gave up some of their wor~ area to the production of these aircraft but they 

never really went into mass production because of the termination of hostilities 

in 1918. It is interesting though that they had people there well trained and 

experienced J competent to enter into this variety of employment. 

E.G. Were they from Newcastle, these people ? 

Yes. All Newcastle trained and developed people. I think they may have recruited 

some people from other parts of Australia but of course under war time conditions 

?. . - - -



they could not bring the experienced people from the United Kingdom and other 

plac~s of that type for the industries so they had to make do with what they 

had to train here in Newcastle . After the war finisned there was no active support 

governmental or political support to keep the Island going. They had to go looking 

for work and they became involved in all kinds of, as I mentioned earlier, bridge 

building and hydroelectric schemes which kept the yard together for a period 

and then in the mid 201s they were commissioned by the N. S. W. Government to 

build all steel railway carriages for the then developing Sydney Underground 

Electric Service and many of the cars that they produced at Walsh Island from 

about 1926 or 1927 until about 1932 or 1931 may still be seen in service in Sydney. 

They actually achieved a production rate of 6 carriages a week which was very 

much to their credit in those early years. But because of the ipaucity· of work 

to keep the place going the Government, the State and Federal Governments, 

did come to the agreement that there should be built a floating dock which could 

be operated at Walsh Island for the docking of (emergency docking) of damaged 

ships and ships to be repaired and so on and part of the agreement was that 

the dock, the Com.monw,ealth having contributed a third of the cost were to have 

first right of use of the dock in times of emergency, war emergency., it had to 

be available for naval dockings. So under those conditions the dock was built 

in three sections which can jointly as a single unit have a lifting capacity of 

15, 000 tons which the largest ship that was then planned to be able to dock was·1+b~ 

"Ceramic'' although that ship never entered Newcastle and was never docked but 

the ships approaching the same size were in later years docked at the dock. 

But notwithstancjing all those attempts to keep the yard going there crune at time 

in 1930 when the dock was :running at a loss despite the fact that it had been 

given a 10% state tendering preferential arrangement, in otherwords they can 

quote $1,100.00 for a job which someone else might quote $1,000.00 for and they 

were still given the job because of the 10% preferential. But despite that the 

yard was not trading profitably, it was also bedevilled with labour problems, 

primarily in relation to the transport of men from the city of Newcastle from the 

mainland to the Island. 

E.G. How did that get there ? 

By ferry boat and there w.erL arguments whether the men should be travelled 

free of cost in their time or at the Company's expense within working hours . 

But any rate there was a lot of bickering' about that and there were attempts 

made to allay that problem. In fact the then Steam Tram Service in Newcastle 

which terminated at the B . H.P. Head Office. The tram line was extended right 

down to the wharf at Port Waratah where it was only a matter of 600' across the 

river to Walsh Island with the object of shortening the travelling distance and 

having a ferry there or a launch transport but when the Steam Tram Service 

was introduced labour even refused to use it and they still persisted in being 

transported from Newcastle from a wharf which was generally in the position of 

what is now Queen's Wharf via ferry to Walsh Island so the dockyard after about 

20 years of operation it had built some 80 ships of differbt kinds mostly small 

ferries including ferries for the Sydney Harbour crossing service one ofwhich, 

the K""+kii.b'4·1, became famous during the last World War because it became a training 

ship for Navel personnel at Garden Island and it was struck by a torpedo fired 

by the midget submarine when she entered Sydney Harbour during the War and 

killed some fifteen or ~ighteen persons, but those are asides, so that Walsh Island 
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actually closed down finally in 1932 and became a dormant island of industry, 

idle industry, and so it remained and the floating dock which had only recently 

been completed remained tied up at Walsh Island, only occasionally used by arrangemeri 

through the Public Works Department used by private ship repairers who occasionally 

throughout the year who would get a docking to do and they would hire the dock 

for that purpose but substantially the dock was id~e. and not properly maintained . 

E.G. What happened to the employees ? 

The eniployees were dis.baned progressively, many of lhur:t were engaged by other 

Newcastle industries including 8.H.P., a lot of the shipbuilding skills were lost 

in effect by those men becoming engaged in other industries and so we went 

through a period of approximately ten years of idleness at Walsh Island before 

early in 1941 the Labor Government during electioneering attempts was restored 

. to power in Newcastle and the then Premier, William Mc Kell and the minister 

for Public Works Mr . I 1. J. Cahill M. L.A. promised that they would re-establish 

the industry in Newcastle and true to their word having been elected into:Joffice 

in early 1941 they decided with the war activities being as they were then, they 

decided they should re-establish the ship-building industry in Newcastle . 

. G. Did you say that all the equipment was sold off from Walsh Island ? 

Yes, between the time that Walsh Island was closed down and the State Dockyard 

came into existance there were three for four auction sales held on the island 

and quite an amount of the plant was sold. Typically B. H.P. bought some of 

the cranes and one or two of the buildings there to form to nucleus of their yard 

at Whyall9. the ship-yard in South Australia and that was in 1937, 1938 and 1939 

and also Evans Deacon ~o ·developed the ship-yard in Kangaroo Point in Brisbane, 

bought some of the plant. Other articles of the plant were distributed to various 

companies so an amount of it was lost to Newcastle as a consequence of those 

sales. However in 1941 the Federal Government having promised to rebuild the 

industry in Newcastle then looked around to find people capable of achieving 

this aim and they were fortunate in employing a Scotsman by the name of Davie! 

Lyon-McClarty who worked in ship yards in the United Kingdom and also in Hong 

Kong and who also worked as a draughtsman at Cockatoo Dockyard in Sydney. 

He was engaged as the State Director of Shipbuilding and engineering in the 

latter part of 1941 and he was to push permission in effect to either rebuild the 

industry on Walsh Island or determine whether it should be moved from there 

in the light of earlier problems of transport of men and material to and from Walsh 

Island. I had served with Mr McClarty in earlier years and there was a point 

in time when he was the assistant Manager of Morrison Bearby at the same time 

I was an apprentice. He was also manager of Robertson Brothers in South Melbourne 

where I followed him and became his Chief Engineer and on his appointment asthe 

Chief Director of the ship-building industry in Newcastle he immediately approached 

me to join him again to at least assist in gettingthe industry established. 

E.G. Where were you at the time ? 

At that time I was Chief Engineer at Robertson Brothers in South Melbourne and 

so it was agreed that I would come to Newcastle for twelve months on loan in 

order to get the industry together and into production. The earliest decision$ 

that had to be made in December 1941 was whether to continue with the industry 

on the Island or to remove it to the other side which was Government-owned 

and generally known as the Dyke End. It is perhaps of interest to relate here 

that the Dyke End was dredged up from the river on the one hand and the coaling 
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basin on the other hand at the centre of the Newcastle estury in about 1876 and ,... 
it was a mud-flat prior to that and ·sailing vessels returning generally from South 

America in baUast would tip their balast stone onto the mud flat and prior to again 

taking on a cargo of coal and hence it became known as a dyke because it was 

a stone peninsular but as I mentioned earlier in 1876 the silt was dredged up 

from the river and the basin to form the peninsular of land and the government 

prior to the commencement at the turn of the century did establish a small industry 

on tfle point of the peninsular, a workshop which became their dredge repair 

depot which was a small craft-servicing workshop for the then operating dredges 

in the port of Newcastle and there they employed a small staff of workmen and 

when in later years in 1913 Walsh Island was established it is interesting that 

they transferred those ~mall facilities to Walsh Island to form the new industry 

there. 

E.G. That was from the dyke end ? 

Yes, from the Dyke end of Walsh Island and then here in 1941, 1942 I was supposed 

to have had the problem of moving the very considerable industry that still remained 

at Walsh Island back to the Dyke end so here was a turn around of history repeating 

itself and in the course of building the dyke end I found the workshop and machine 

tool foundations still below ground level which had been used in earlier years. 

So we set about designing the State Dockyard very quickly. It had to be done because 

in 1941-1942 we had Japanese activity off our coast here, we had many ships limping int 

port here and had damaged ships that had been shelled and mined and they 

had to be repaired. In all ways we had pressure on us throughout the building 

process of still devoting labour to repairing ships and indeed we had to get 

the floating dock back into service quickly to repair those ships so it was a 

problem of being forced into production before we were ready for it. 

~ ' . And the equipment - How did you get that from Walsh Island ? 

Well, it all had to be progressively demolished and dismantled and loaded on 

to barges and floated down the river and lifted here and then re-assembled 

and in a very much different form to what it had previously taken at Walsh 

Island and quite a number of the buildings at Walsh Island were very substantial 

and well-built and they could be dismantled as we did and put them together 

he11e in a different location and made them work again. This not only included 

the buildings it included the overhead travelling cranes and the machine tools 

that remained at Walsh Island but after 10 years of idleness on Walsh Island 

it was a heart-breaking sight for me in 1941 early 1942 to go there and see 

the mess the place was in due to being neglected and parts of the plant being 

taken away. The corrogated iron sheeting of the buildings in many cases had 

corroded and the sun was shiningthrough and lantana bush and other weeds 

were growing up through the machine tools and other things that were there 

made quite a pathetic sight and the challenge of recovering that plant and putting 

it together and making it work again because it must be realised that during 

the war we didn't have any access to a new ship building plant . 

. - - . ~ - -



E.G. Where was the original plant from ? 

Much of it had come from England and Scotland in the formative years of Walsh 

Island and much of that we were able to recommission but we also had to build 

a . plant where . we could manufacture machines and there was indeed a machine 

tool directorate formed by the Commonwealth Government during the war which 

was given over . .to building . special machine tools, lathes and plant for the then 

expanding industry in Australia to meet Wal' time needs and we ~fpated in 

that programme and we indeed took delivery of some of' the completed items 

of plant that came out ofthat munitions programme. Quite a number of the mac.hined 

tools at the dockyard. today are those which were so built during the war. We 

started building the.. Dtj~e.. . E~ to meet a war-time emergency need and it 

was never thought at that time that it would become a big industry as it did 

after the war. It was never planned thus but the main object was to get it working 

and to help the war effort and that was very successfully achieved and in the 

course of so doing the war situation worsened to the degree that when my first 

tentative period of 12 montb.s in Newcastle came to an end the position was so 

bad that I was prevailed upon and my MelbourneMassociated company were asked 

to let me remain in Newcastle where my need was more greatly being se.rved. 

E.G. You were only on loan here weren't you ? 

I was only on loan for 12 ·months but it had been agreed that my war effort 

was a greater one here than it was in Melbourne so that I remained on and moved 

from being a plant designed construction engineer to technical and "Qusiness 

manager for .+hE.dockyard in charge of the whole academic part of the industry, 
. . -

getting orders, getting work, getting .material and producing designs to the 

stage that production would take over and look after itself and that was attended 

to by works management so that 10-12 years after that until I became chief execu.tive 

of administratio~ in which position I was the second in charge ofthe industry 

and in that position I eventually succeeded the then director Mr. McClivey whom 

I mentioned earlier to become the one director in charge of the industry. Perhaps 

I should mention some of the production activities of the dockyard. As I mentioned 

earlier it was never thought · during war time that the dockyard would grow 

and grow as it did · after the war but due to the concern by the Commonwealth 

Government that there was viable industry here and no further war time production 

to be achieved, the Government did decide to foster the ship-building industry 

in Australia and they applied a subsidy to attract Australian ship owners to 

have their ships built in Australia so that after termination of hostilities this 

was introduced and we became very visually involved and a collection of vessels 

not only for the Commonwealth Government under the subsidy scheme but for 

the G9vernment itself there were many dredges required . The port of Newcastle 

was in ~1 fairly bad state at that time and we built quite a number of dredges 

of different types not only for Newcastle but for Sydney and indeed we built 

dredges also for use in Port Phillip Bay in Melbourne but progressively numbers 

of trading vessels were ordered by different companies. The first vessel that 

we. built under subsidy was for the Union Steam Ship Company and then in 
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later years for associated steam ship companies and quite a number of companies 

we built for but mainly most of the vessels that were built were constructed 

for the Commonwealth Line which was known as the Australian National Line 

and progressively over the years these became more and more complex in their 

design. Some ofthe earliest Oessels were fuel or bulk carrying ships but then 

we went into trader type vessels, specialized service vessels. The first of 

the traders was the Bass Trader which uniquely was to go between Melbourne 

and Devonport in Tasmania and was propelled by engines which were very complex 

but compact and which were repaired and maintained ashore and instead of 

carrying out repairs on board ship to your main engine you lifted a spare engine 

and this minimized the loss of time and sea and this was quite a unique ship 

for its time. We decided that as during the wai we had built navql vessels 

and built the propelling machinery for those ships in the main they were steam 

engines which meant we also had to build the boilers. With the termination . 
of hostilities again and the advent of d /&~el we decided to put it to the yard 

to build diesel engines and this we achieved and we built what is known as 

a polar o+lQ.S - diesel engines under licence to Swedish frincipals and we 

not only equiJed some of those ships 
1 
we built for private owners. . These 

facilities still remain at the dockyard as far as I am aware so this points out 

the universality of the industry and the ability of the industry still to be put 

back on its feet. Also after the war we were suddenly fronted with an insufficiency 

of electric power generation in our domestic requirements. We had the experience 

of lights going out at night as of course power stations hadn 1t been maintainefi 

during the war years and suddenly in the late 501s, early 60's we had a black-out 

situation and the dockyard was once again called by the the Government to 

overcome this problem which actually meant that whilst the Electricity Commission 

whollj was able to buy turbo-alternating equipment from overseas solely from 

England, the well known large electric generator companies such as British 

Thomas Heuston and Metropolitan Deckers and English Electric Companies and 

whilst they were olso able to build ·the ·generating plant they were not able 

to acquire all the""'.>tUliary plant that is to say the condensing, feed water heating, 

evapo11rating plant that forms quite a substantial part of the station, so the 

dockyard was asked if we could build this plant. We took out licences and 

acquired desjgns from the recognized manufacturers of this type of plant in 

England and 1.t14.·set to and made that plant for pretty well every power station 

that was built in the st ·ate since and this did involve the purchase and installation 

of specialized plant multibuilding head machines and numerical controlled machines 

which plant again still remains at the dockyard. 

E. G. Where were these purcbQ ~ f'roO't? 

They were purchased mainly from the United Kingdom and from America and 

so this plant as I say, which cost a lot of money and when we talk about it 

costing money, remember that it is the State Dockyard and any money spent 

is the tax-payers money and it is the property of the State and this plant still 

remains there idle today. There are people who are interested in its maintenance 

and if possible its reintroduction into production but there it lays. It is 

interesting perhaps to recount that a.t its busiest time we employed 2,400 employees 
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on the dyke end peninsular and in the adjoining industry at Car:rington, that 

is the ship repairing industry. 

E.G. Men and women ? 

Primarily men, not a great number of women but in qnt.illia.ry services area there 

were quite a lot of women, in the canteen servtces, the ambulance welfare and 

of course in the office we had many ladies there but I should have mentioned 

earlier that in the building of the dockyard itself to build ships we decided 

that we would separate for reasons of room, to create the ship repair ·establishment 

at Carrington and during the war we did transfer the floating dock from Walsh 

Island down to the Carrington site. In 1943 we expanded the ship repair facility 

there. Approximately 2/3 of our employees were in the ship building and general 

engineering activities of the dockyard on the Walsh Island peninsular while 

the othe.r 1/3 were employed in the ship repair establishment and at various 

vessels undergoing repair around the post so that as the industry .evolved 

it really was three industries which were servicing each other. That is to 

say we basically had a ship~building industry, we had a ship repair industry 

and we had a marine and general heavy engineering industry. One could barely 

surVive without the, the other. For example in ship repairing work you had 

to use much the same plant you had to use to build a ship. Furthermore the 

fact that you were capable of building a ship meant you had labour which you 

could transfer from ship building to ship repair to meet an emergency demand 

or if the demand wasn't there you could absorb certain labour back into the 

ship-building industry which tended to make it all efficient . 

E.G. Were there any Union problems then ? 

No, not greatly. There were always union problems in relation to demarration 

of work and that was inevitable under the multi-trade union system. I will 

mention that again shortly and of course -the heavy engineering and madne 

engineering industry was dependent on the building of ships to require engines 

that are built and when they were not being built then we found we could adapt 

the plant to building power station q1.1.Killiary plant and so on but the three industries 

could hardly survive without the other and some sight of this very important 

fact was lost in later years when the industry was changed and put under 

the control of a Board of Management and the emphasis became rather that 

each industry should stand alone and be capable of making a profit alone and 

this could never be achieved because of the reasons I mentioned earlier. From 

a trade-union point-of-view the dockyard grew up durin5.::-· the war when the 

emphasis was on the job done rather than on the working conditions and wage 

rights and so on, people had to stoop to conquer and sacrifice to some extent 

but after the end. of the war our working hours were reduced from 44 to 40 

hours a week am that brought troubles initially because the unions wanted 

to decide how they would use the shortened hours and whether they would 

knock off earlier at night or start later in the morning and so on and that 

brought a little bit of trouble to start with but that WQs overcome in due course 

and we have been a 40 hour working industry and then after the war because 
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of the growth in the industry we had to find labour experienced if possible 

and this led to our recruiting ship building people from England, Scotland and 

Ireland and we brought out quite a large number of people. I think about 

400 families and 200 single people altogether but we did establish a housing 

centre at Carrington and we were using surplus war-time accommodation, huts 

we brought from interstate, formerly Air Force personnel accommodation reestablished 

at Carrington and we also took over the housing settlement at Rutherford. 

We acc-:ommodated as I say 300-400 fanrllites. Unfortunately in some respects 

whilst~tl.. brought out experienced tradesmen we also brought out their union 

traditions of the British yards and Irish yards and this strengthened the multiunion 
(, 

demarkation attitudes and this wasn't always helpful to the dockyard's growth 

and development. 

E.G. How did the people get from Rutherford to the Dockyard ? 

We organized buses for them which was some indication of the growth ofthe 

industry that we were capable of doing this and indeed we had to to succeed. 

It is probably interesting to also note that after the war in 1950 we introduced 

a system of profit-sharing with the agreement of the Government and the trade 

unions. The situation then being that other surrounding industries were paying 

their labour over award rates to attract labor to their industry which we as 

a Government establishment weren't permitted to do. We had to abide by the 

awards then prevailing but the managment of the yard got the Government 

to agree to the introduction of a profit-sharing scheme whereby 2/3 of the 

profit ofthe industry would be districuted as a bonus to the emp•loyees in their 

weekly envelope as pay and this created some dissatisfaction and the unions 

didn't want it to be seen as a bonus and preferred to have it as money in the 

hand as over-award payment and as well as this it had to be related to the 

efficiency of the industry and so it was introduced and indeed 2/3 of the profits 

of the previous year were used for the distribution in the current year as 

it were so workmen would see that if they were profitable this year they would 

participate in a higher wage rate next year and this system prevailed for 15 

years. In the first year I remember it represented about 30 shillings in those 

days which was about $3 in the pay envelope ~ they would have been on an 

award rate of about 40 pound a week or $80 so it represented a 15% bonus 

in the first year and it grew and grew for about 10-12 years and then because 

of various factors we ceased to become profitable and there was no dividend 

to be distributed and we were faced then with getting Government approval 

" to pay money to equate wages with what was being apid by other industries 

then outside over-award and this went on for only 1-2 years and we had to 

declare that that was the end of if. In the interim period we were still striving 

to achieve greater efficiency to retain our profitability and we travelled extensively 

and looked at ship building developments in other countries and ende~oured 
II 

to introduce them here in Australia but there was a reluctance on the part 

of the Trade Unions and the men themselves to accept operations which would 

reduce the amount of labour and this was was a great handicap to management 

of the :jndustry and it reached the stage eventually that the industry just 

couldn't trade profitably and went into a loss situation and progressively lost 

ground, 19st orders and reached an unhappy stage where the Commonwealth 
, , ----1 - -- ...J _ _ ...:i __ R -- o - · n c:.nn •-~ ~...Jl,. ,.u., ._._,..,.f"""",..,. 
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ships in 1975. Ho~"er. +~condition attached to this was that there would be 

no industrial strikes throughout the building of those ships and the trade union 

movement at that stage refused to accept the order andsurrender their rights 

to strike and the orders were never placed. This to some extent sounded the 

death of the dockyard. The fact that it would not agree to build the vessels 

and reduce its incidenfs"" of stoppages and demarftations and so on. From that 

year on the dockyard labour force was progressively reduced until I think 

in about 1972 or 1973 there were only 300-350 personel1 employed there and 

the Government then decided it would only continue employing that labour force 

if there was some agreement by the unions that those men would be more efficiently 

active and not continue to cause the losses of the dockyard which had grwon 

to be the custom year by year. There was a get- together of Union, men and 

management and there were certain agreements reached which kept the dockyard 

going without a loss but after another 2-3 years of operation the losses did 

continue and it was found that a lot of these losses were due to scams and 

conditions which were quite untenable and the Government was faced with 

the decision to close the industry down and that happened. 

E.G. These retrenched men - were they offered jobs elsewhere ? 

No. I think progressively they were paid retrenchment monies and so on and 

I think in the cases feple were able to find employment elsewhere but it did 

result in many members becoming unemployed. In otherwords the skills that 

had been learned at the dockyard were lost so th.at this sadly is the case ofhistory 

repeating itself within my living memQ~~' , I do recall the conditions under 

which Walsh Island closed down and here again I've seen it happen a second 

time and in a bigger way. Unhappily in the case of Walsh Island that industry 

only operated from 1913 until 1932 and in the case of the State Dockyard it 

operated from 1941 to about 1986 and the list of achievements were manifest. 

They helped to build power stations, build over 120 ships - large ships - perhaps 

the most notable was the Princess of Tasmania which was renou.Jned for the 

record of performances crossing the Bass Straight from Melbourne to Devonport. 

E. G . Is she stil I in operation ? 

No, that vessel operated for about 25 years. A round trip of 3 trips per 

week which was a ~at performance. It was sold to overseas interests and 
" operated' for a further 2 years in Canada and about 18 months to 2 years ago 

it was again bought by a Greek company and operated around Greece. That 

was rather typical of our famous ships. There are other ships still in service 

around Australia. The Bass Trader II, the Australian Trader which was bought 

by the Navy and converted into a service supply ship still in operation and 

there are still other ships still in service around the Australian coast but it 

is a sad memory for me to have been involved in the industry and to have 

seen it deteriorate and look down on it as I do now from my sunroom verandah 

and look at that idleness that was unhappily created by misunderstandings 

between Government and management and why it had to happen is completely 

beyond me. Why people could not have come together and real-i3·~ that overseas 

competition had to be met otherwise the industry was doomed and in order 



• • • .10. •I• 

to meet the overseas competition one had to modernize their way of thinking, 

cut out demarft'ation troubles et'&< but there it was - it has happened. 

E.G. Will history be repeating itself it we get the Frigate contract ? 

Well, if we get the frigate contract and I am very hopeful that it will come 

to Newcastle - it is regre{able that the .. dockl:jQCd wasn't in the state to immediately ,,.... 
set to to build those ships, remembering that we built a figrate during the 

first World War during the first four years of production and it saw service 

in WWI. In fact it was one of the Australian vessels that accompanied the American 

vessels in Tokyo Bay atthe Japanese surrender. We w're ordered to cancel ,... 
a second one underconstruction because of the fact that the war was coming 

to an end. We had to demolish it. We also built another naval vessel - the 

Straughan, an anti-submarine mine-sweeping vessel and this was all done within 

4 years of · commencing to build the industry itself. We had that capability 

and we have done it before. 

E.G . Do you think we can do it again ? 

I am hopeful that we will see the industry come together again although we 

will never see it as being as large and as active as piy period of operation. 

E. G . You said that underneath the dockyard there arL millions of dollars worth of 

equipment ? 

Yes, taxpayers don't reati.3Lr> how much of their funds have been expended 

in foundations and buildings. You can see the buildings but you can't see 

what is below the ground. All the concrete foundation work to carry the weight 

of the ships under construction - that all remains there redundant and the 

cranage operating over the buildings births and around the wharves - all remains. 

There it is - the taxpayers property dormant and idle these days. • l A very 

fine administrative building on the peninsular which once accommodated perhaps 

250 staff - brilliant, trained staff. It is not generally realized that it was 

at the stage where we were engaging 120-130 apprentices in training per year. 

We had 400-480 apprentices in training in their 4-5 years of apprentiship. The 

contribution this made not only to the dockyard but to other industries is the 

fact that we were training people in all face ts of trades and in the course of 

our training we were sending many apprentices to sea by arrangement with 

the Australian National Lfne in the mgine rooms of diesel propelled and steam 
"-'· propelled ships to get sea-going experience before they completed their apprentiship . 

All this has been 1ilost and we had an excellent apprentice-training workshop 

and amenities there which were second to none . These are all now closed down 

and non-productive. 

E.G. Now all is lost ? 

It gives a lot of food for thought as to what should be done in the future. 

I do hope that I don 1t live to see history repeat i~self for a third time but 
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the Frigate contract to Newcastle. All those associated with the endeavour 

to win that contract I give them my warmest, best hopes that they will succeed 

in their efforts . 
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THE HISTORY Of SHIP-BUILDING AND SHIP REPAIR IN THE PORT OF NE\o/CASTLE 

Mr. Harry Hgrding of Wolf e Street, Newcastle was interviewed by 

Ms . Esther Galbraith. 

Mro Harding was bo~n in 1913 in Newcastle . His earliest recollections 

of the Industry was when as a child in 1920 he was tdken to Wdlsh 

Isl.and by his parents to witness the ls1.1nching of the 11 Euralia 11 by 

His Royal Highness , the Prince of Wales. 

He se~ved his apprenticeship with an eingineering company by the 
......> · 

name of Mor~ison~Besrby. It was during that time he learnt quite 

a lot about ship-building and repair an Walsh Island. Welsh Island 

participated in the war time effort during the 1st World War by 

repai~ing mine and sheli d~maged ships . Six ships were buiit there 

then 1
6 they were known as the 11 Billy Hughes f J.eet11

0 Also the main 

components of Ne . 1 Bleat Furnace, as well as other components cf the 

B. H. P, were fabricated ~t Welsh Island. Many other varieti6S of 

equipment were built the~e including bridge construction, ammunition 

and aircraft construction. An aircraft landing field with three 

runways was built on the Island. Employees were mainly Newcastle 

people although some were from all parts of Australis . 

After the war finished there was no active government or political 

support to keep the Island going . They nad to become involved in 

other activities which included hydro-electric schemes and railwdy 

carriage production. The government agreed to build ~ floating 

dock . Due to labour problems and lack of contracts the Island finally 

closed down in 1932 . Until 1941 the lalend lay idle and meet 

equipment was sold at auction. 



Then in 1941 the Federal Government decided to re- establish the 

ahip- buiJ.ding and ship repair industry in Newcastle. It wee then 

thQt both Mr. D. Lyon-Mclarty end Mr. H. Harding were dppointed ta 

re-establish the induatry. One of the earliest decieions was 

whether it wae to remain on Wal.eh Island or to be re-located on'ttle 

Dyke End Peninsula . 

The setting up of the New ~outh WdJ.e~ Stdte ilocky~rd waa done 

rdpidly. Japanese war activitiea off the coast caused severe damage 

to ships which necessitated expedient repeirs. After World War II 

many ships were built. ln dll over one hundred and twenty ships 

were built dnd many component~ for power stations were built. 

The New South Wales State Dockyard at ita pe~k employed two thousand 

four hundred men end women . Women were employed in the dncillary 

services such as the canteen, offices and the ambulance room. A 

lot of tradesmen were bought to Newcastle from England end Irelend. 

With this came the influence of oversees unions . During the war 

there were few union problems , the emphasis was on getting the 

job done rather than the working conditions. After the wer with 

the increased union problem& starting to escalate and the loss of 

shipping contracts the New South Wales State Dcckyerd wea set for 

ultimate closure. The Dockyard finally closed down in 1986. 

If the frigate contract cornea to Newcaatlo Mr. Harding feels confident 

that Newcastle can be rebuilt into a viable ship- building industry. 




