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In 1797 I_jieutenant John SHORTLAND s.:..c i led into the H11nter 

River in search ~f esc aped convicts. Soon after, a small settlement 

was established. In 1804 after a convict rebellion in Sydney, 70 

of t1w · ·orst convic t s were sent to Eewcast le. Having a l ready been 

transr,orted t o the colony for their criminal acts , banishment to 

the new, small sett l ernent seemed the only a 1Jpro:;riate ac t ion . 

The new settlement grew with the o..rldition of convicts 1,1ho 

Yere being punishe d for the i r second and third crimes. They were 

su~ervised by a Superintendent and a smal l party of military. 

Capt a in James WALLIS, a soldi er was appointed Commandant in Newca8 tle 

in 1 816 and carri ed out hiH duties until 1818. A later Commandant 

Ma j or MORRISET~ often carri ed out the d ti e s of ~he Pol i ce Of! icRr 

in t he settlement. He met i n the Pol i ce office with any comp l ein­

ant c onvic t, he ~ ring the vers i on s of an incident. He ~ Guld then 

adj l1 dic c:,te , clec idi- g the g .. 1ilt and the IJUni s hme.nt . On l y :>:u r e r 

iiearings were fon.:arded to Syctney -'-' or decision. "1o 

To ma int a in or ( e r the Const &bles were s e lect 0d fro m the best 

behaved of t he convictc . John SMITH c onvicte d of Ste a linc in 

England and t ansJ ~ rted to t he colony became Chief Co~stable in t e 

early s ettlement of N~wc ast le. In 1 819 he ha d a troop of 17 men 

under his control . 2 He wa s l ater g i ven A gr ant of l~nd at E~ st 
Maitland . On the 1 st Augu s t, 1 925 George MUIH was appo i nt ed Chief 

Constable and remained in that pos ition until his reti rement in 

1830. 

During 1 810 a number of build ings were built for Po lice 

purposes. A weatherbo ard barrack for the Chief Constab l e, a watch­

house for ConstCJ.bles adjo i ning the landing plac e and barracks for 

the Const 2bles. The first gao l was bu i lt on a site that i s now 

oc~upied by the To~ of the Town Motor Inn, Short l and Esp l anade . 

In 1 828 Li eutenant ROB~RTSON helped with tie formation of the 

first Mount ed Pol ic e and in that year a troop wa s st a tioned at 

New c ast l e. 1I1heir initial purpose wo.. s to eombab. the act i v i ties of 

bushi,angers in the Hunte ' · Val l ey area .. The Pol i ce strength of the 
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area of Newcast l e appears to have varied. Under John SMITH in 1819 

there were 17 Cons t ab les.l By 1830 the Foo t Police had been 

reduced to 5. 

Ear l y records s h ow that some of the Co n s t ab l es had difficulty 

in c h ancing t heir convict ways. On the 1st Ju l y , 1 81 9 Const ab le 

John r'IENSLOwE was g i ven 25 lashes f or ' seizing rum smuggl ed on shore 

and afterwards :purloining i t ' . On the 16th 1rngust , 181 9 Co nstable 

John GARPIDES vv<-~f3 given 50 l ashes for 'on wharf allow a b oat to be 
LL 

t aken away'.~ The commission of crime by Constables was t~eat ed 

serious l y when one conLiders that a convict Edwdrd TOBINS who was 

a consistent offender was given only 30 l ashes in 181 9 for 'Attemptin1 

t o s t ab a Co1st ab l e' 

In 1827 a Po lic e Mag i str2,t e , Samue l WH IGHT was appo inted to 

Newcast l e . As a member of the Bench of Magi str~t es he had control 

of the Pol ic e in Newcast l e. The Po lice organisation was n ot a 

single operat i onal unit. Pol ic e were under t he co tro l of Police 

Mag i strat es in each area. The Bench of Mag i strates had co nt ro l of 

the Po lic e unti l a Bill est ab li s hinf_, the Hew Sou th Wa l es Police 

Force was given Royal Ass ent on the 1 st Marc h, 1 8G2. New Police 

regulat i ons came into force . The purpose of the regu lat i ons was to 

organise the Force thr oughout the Stat e as one, with one set of 
r:: 

r ules instead of the fragment e d Forc e pre 1862 . 2 The rules of 

management of the ~o lice Force were made up of 399 r u les covering 

70 pages. The first 1 2 sect i ons cov0re the genera l duties of the 

Force, both officers and men . Aany old Pol ic e Officers either 

resigned or were pens ioned fro~the old Force an d each member 

wishing to j o in the ne1 Force had to a~:p ly . 

The rules of management divided the Force into vari6us7~rades ; 

Mounted, Foot, Water and Detectives. The men were a l so d i v i ded into 

ran ks ; Superint endents, Inspec t ors, Sub-Inspectors , Sergeants, 

Const ab l es an d J\.b o riginul Trackers. The Depot , or Headq~J_ a:rters , 

was in Sydney and under the i mmediate s upervision of the Inspector­

General l1r FOSBERRY. The Detective Force comprised of Sub- Inspectors 

and Const ables and vrnre under t he control of a n offic er in Sydney. 

The colony was divided into Di stricts and Sub-Distri ts with each 

District under the control of a Superintendent. ,-:~ 
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Potential Const·bles had to be under 30 years of age, of 

strong constitution, medically fit and would be taken in for a 

three day trial after which, if satisfactor , would undergo a 

12 month probation . Constables were required to devote their 

who l e time to the Po lic e Service , serve and res i de wherever 
r 

demat1ded and not marry without the permission of the Superintendent· "' 

With the re-organisat ion of the Force, Samuel H0LT who had 

been the Chief Constable of Police for the Port of Newca 8 '.:le 18£J-L~-

1862 ret i red. On t he 21 October, 1 G62 at a Testimonial honouring 

him he was presented with a Go l d Watch and Chain by the citizens 

of Newcastle. 8 rest i uon i a l s an d presentat i ons were com~on upon the 

retireoent or tr~nsfer of respected Po lice Officers in ti e early 

years . One wo nders ho w t e Police Department would react today 

i f a s ituation similar to t11at of Detective I"JcHAI'TIE arose. j t his 

~etirement a testimoni al was held on the 9th October, 1 915 a t which 

the Senio r Detective wc:.s ... ,~~( r.::errtc;d ·wit'1 a gclc.l. t•ieda l anrl_ 75 
sovereiLns by t h e c i tizens of Newc astle . 9 The newspapers of the 

ear l y yeH.rs contain many reports of Testinonials for Folice Officers 

at which the were presented with a money purse fu~ l of gold 

sovere i r·ns . 

After t he re-organi sation, I'Ir MO:SI:ISEI'T was the Superintendent 

in ~barge of the North :Sastern ::iolice Disvrict with h i s headquart2rs 

a·(~ Mai tlan do The area of h i s ccn-:~rol 1rrns f r om f1ambuc ca i n the north, 

" ' 1-i.. t dG f' d' +-1 'h 10 1'"'' _,__ Jld 0cone -co "r1e wes, ctn os..:or ·co vie sou-c . - c.::J men pavro _ e 

the District in 1879, In the sub-distri ct of Hewcastle the first 

Insrcctor was Mr rrm::-S:SY. Between 1861+ and 18G8 followed l"lr \JONG 

and 1r }ffiRRISON. There were many records found in the Newcastle 

Chronicle a nd I~rald of representations made by responsib l e sit izens 

for the Headquarters of the District to be transferred to the rro~·· e 

popu l ated Newcast l e. On the 1 s t AuBust, 1 921 the Hehdquarters of 

the No r th Eastern Po lice District was trasferred to Newcastle u~der 

the contro l of the Superintendent CHILDS. 

~olice in the sub-district of Newcastle and then later the 

District Headquarters were hous ed in a handsome bu ildmng loc ated 

at 90 - 94 Ifunter Street. The build i ng was erected between 1859 -

1 861 by the bui lder John SCANLON at a cost of "'"'1 , 925. In 1893 an 
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extra storey was ac.ded, sleep i ng accomod.ation for 16 r11e n as we ll as 

i.npToved wor _<"ing con ·it ions 1rJe:ce p:::'ovided a.t a co st of £1 , 7L1-2. 11 

In 187 there were 1 23 Po lice Officers in the No~th Ecstern 

}olice :8istrict sta';ionec1 ;1t ;_:t,"tions at Fewcastle , Ho.rJ~LJt;on, 

\,,;are.t a '1 ~ J~ambton, New Lambton, r .'al lse.cd, .Stockton, Bullock Island 

( Carrington), Wi ckham, Tighes Hill and Charlesto wn , dll of tl1ose 

station<t s bei.ng within the inner area of the District •12 

Many representations were made by concerned citizens and were 

re;_,ort ed in +;he newspapers of the -1 C)th - early C:Oth cent u.ry about 

the lack of sufficient numbers of Police Off icers. In 1868 the 

residents of Lambton complained that the ought to have a Constable. 

Sub-IMspe c tor 1IARRISON agreed and he said, 

"a place where there are four pub l ic houses ought to 

have a Constab l e. rr
1 3 

An editorial in the Nei:Jcast l e Cbronicle, 28th Octo )er, 186') 

supported the ca l l for more Po lice i n the collier7 townships of 

Vallsend, Lambton, New J_jambton, Haro..tah and Pitt Tow , an area of 

10,000 people, 30 public houses and yet on l y two Police, one at 

Waratah and one at \Ja ll send. 14 Citizens were hOJ)eful when it was 

reported in the Newc astle Chronicle, ".11 th Novembe:i; , 186S that, 
11 in ten days time a Const oble -,,rill take up duties at 

Larnbton. 111 5 
Nothi ng further was ~eported unti l a report in the Newcastle Morning 

Beraid ~a the 3rd May, 1 876 that the authorities were shamed into 

ap~·ointing a Po lice Officer at Lambton. 16 In 1886 a new Po l ice 

f3t at ion was bui l t at Lambton. 

In 1886 the Newcastle Borough Council made a forma l request 

to the Inspector - General for mo~e Po l ice. They c l aimed that for 

the population wit hin their area from Nobbys, WickJam Bridge to The 

Junction there was,~ a large p opul atj}on and 63 public houses. To 

Police that area there were 16 Police i ncluding the Inspectors. The 

response from the Colonial Secretary's offic e has a fami l iar tone, 

"The Inspector-General considers more Pol i ce are required 

in Newc astle and wi l l endeavour to meet. 11 1 7 

In 1899 the Pol i ce launch 'Nemes i s', a sixteen year ol d steam 
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l aunch with a speed of 8 knots was brought to Newc Q,stle for patro ls 

of the water ways. On board there was sufficient space f or 

prisoners and accom~dation for the crew. 18 I the year 1 900 Police 

at Newcastle received a Prison van for the purpose of Prisoner tran­

spor t . Reporting it s arrival in the Newcastel Morning Herald said, 

"After man;yi years of waiting , Newcast l e Police have at 

l ast r isen to the dignity attaching to the possess io n of 

a genu i ne '.Black Maria'. The ne\ vehicle which was put 

into prisoner t rans:r;.r~servicc yesterday i s neat, stylish 

and apparent l y comfortable, but it is not large enough 

f or a city of Newcast l e's size and imnortance, as it wil l 
~ ~ 

accomodate only about s i x passengers, a mere f le a b it e 

on an 'after pay day" list. The vehicle resemb l es a 

presentable mourning coach and has amblaz oned on the side 

in g ilt and s c ro ll the mystic letters "V .R." which are 

sooetimes desBribed as an abbrevi ation of ''virtue 

rewarded' • " 19 

Police of today will have l ittle difficultJ in relating to the 

problems of the Po lic e of yesteryear. The act ivit i es of hood lums 

on the street and the confrontations with them appear to have change< 

little. In 18'?7 at the Naval Brigade Hate 1, iJatt Street four Poiliice 
without any ass ist ance from a l arge crowd that had gat hered , fought 

with 14 drunken seamen. 20 In 1889 a lone Po lic e Officer had tu 

confront a large grou~) of railway workers at J.\..damstown. 21 Newspaper 

reports of the Court Lists show that street crime s i mi l ar to that 

of today was occurring. Statistics of the drime going b€fore the 

Police Magistrate:~ Newcastle for 1870 show that anti-cocial 

behaviout:.existed then as~it .. does now. For offences agdinst the 

per8on there were 270 persons arrested, for offences against 

property there were 253 persons arrested and Ll-96 persons were charge< 

with drunkenesr;. 22 

Police Officers saw action in a number of wars. ~s far back 

as 1885 when the I spector-Gene:cal Mr Fosbery asked the local 

Inspec tor to seek vo l unteers for military service in +.he eve_t of 

hostilities between Engl and and Hussia. 2 3 There doe-a not appear to 

be any records of Po lice serving i n the Military until t he \Jor l d 

lrJar 1 . At the instigation of Constabl e J. C!IANDJ_,El={, at Newcastle 
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on the 25th July, 1918 a Ro ll of Honour was unve iled by the 

Superintendent nOULDER i n memory of tho e who served in World War 1 . 

In 1921 the first Conference of the new l y formed Po lic e 

Associat ion was held i n Sydney. The Ass ociat i on became active in 

campai gn i ng for Pol i ce Officers. Sergeant J. BELL hecamg President 

and Const ab le 0. PAL1'1'~H the Secretary of t he first l\Jewc es c le branch 

of the Assoc i a tion. 

In 1925 there wa s some concern that the Police Stat ion at 

Ne1,,.rc astilie was i nadequate and the qu estion was asked whet h er it shou l < 

be removed or remodel led. Prio r t o t:;he Headquarters of the Distric-:: 

1Jeing moved to occupy the Po lic e Station in Hunter 2.tree t there was 

a res i dence for a m&rried man at t ac h ed and the marri ed Constable's 

wife was pa i d to act as the Pol i ce Matron, used for eearchi nb of i 

femal e prisoners and matters relating to women aLd children . Vith 

~he transfer of the Hcad~uarters the residence was turned into offic e 
"'" accomodation for the SuperintenJe at and stu'f. There were sug~estior 

that the pro~ert ~c sold J~ one cen~Lal ~o lice Station t e built on 

another site for the City's )Urpose, 3t les s cost. The co r~2 r of 

King and D2rby Streets was she sur;gested s i te a n d the argument ·was 

that t e value of the Hunter Street Po lic e Station site, £28 , 300 

and that amount of money coul d provide more adequ ate fac ilities else~ 

where. It took unt il 1 977 unt il that was f i nally done and in that 

year the new and pr8sent c i ty Pol i ce Station commenced to be bu i lt. 

on a site at the corner of Watt and Church Streets, Newcast l e, the 

s i te of 1r1hat was previou sly Police residenc es, 66 and 68 Watt Street~ 

and t he Po lice stab le s which were l ater converted to become the 

Po lice garage. It is interesting to note tlE1-t when the der10lition of 

the residences f irst commenced ne~spapers reported the start of work 

on the new ;is mi~_ lion Police Station . Upon t h e offic i a l opening of 

the same buildin~ in 1983 t _ e newspapers reported the opening of the 

$1 0 million bu i lding. 

Some other interesting buildings owned, occupied an d sometimes 

l eft d i sused by the Po lic e were the Newc astle Wes t Po lic e Stat i on, 

located 0 11 the north side of Hunter Street, east of Union Street 
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which was closed as a ~o lice Station in 1935 but cont inued to 

Oferate in other ways for some time. It has been a call box/ 

res i dence and lockup for females. It hQs a l so has been used by the 

Vice .Squ ad and Licens ing Po lice. The oiit;ina l boRt shed f or the 

water Police was s ituat ed at a site about 50 metres west of the 

present Water Po lice St,, t i on. 'rhe preserit 1/ater P olice build ing 

was built in 1 957 ~nd has been used as a Morgue. The bu i ldin~s 

which are st i ll s ituated at the corner of Scott and Pacific Streets, 

circa' 1890, were bui l t as res i denc es but lat er had life as the 

Po lice Traffic Branch. There wa s a call box a t the intersection of 

High, Bingle and Anzac Streets , Newcastle , another n~ar the corner 

of Zaara Street and Shortla d Esplanade above Newcastle Beach. fhere 

was also a cri..11 box /residence oh the western side of Darb Street 

between Bull and Parry Streets. The buildings that previous l y 

occupied the site of the ~ffesent Folice Station, circa' 1875, number 

66 Wd.S built as barracks for unmarr i ed Po lice and number 68 as a 

residence ~or married Po l i ce. A stab l e that later became the Pol ice 

Garage was built at the back of the res i dences and each of them was 

d~oo lished to make way for the ~resent building. 

Polic e of the 19th Century and early 20th Ce ntury seem to have 

been lit t le different to tho se of us of today. They suf fered from a 

shortage of manpower , inadequate working conditions, doubts a out 

the i r promotiona l system and th2y cons i dered that they were lowl y 

paid. The r had to dea l with men and women of vi6lenc e, stre et 

hood lums and a wide range of demanding duties. They like t he ;Po l ice 

of today were able to put that a ll aside and still carry out t:1eir 

work in a pro.\fess i onal manner, s till arresting and convic t ing persor 

for a ll types of c r ime , keep ing t h e streets safe for the law abiding 

c itizens to frequent. 
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SUMMARY OF INI'ERVIEW BETWEEN GLENN CROMPTON, _J)OUGLAS LITHGOW 
AN]) KEITH PARSONS ON sm~ DAY , 3 SEPTEMBER , 1989. 

The i nterview is one between Glenn CROMPTON who is a 

Detect ive Senior 6 on s t ab le in t he Ne w South Wales P ol ice 

Forc e, attached to Newcastle Police Station, Ke ith PARSONS 

who is the s on of r et ired Sergeant First Class Ewen Grant 

PARSONS and Douglas LITHGOW who is t he son of retired 

Sup e rintendent Ge orge Malcolm LITHGOW. The i ntervi ew was 

conducted at the home of Douglas LITHGOW at 18 Hillc r est 

P a r a de, Highfields on Sunday, 3rd Septemb e r , 1989. The int e r ­

view wa s conducted along the line that both Keith and Doug 

were sons of Po lic e Officers a nd would be able to off er their 

v i ews of the i r f at hers ' occupat ions and a l so t h e effect that 

the Police Fo r c e had on their own live s. 

Superinten d ent George Malcolm LITHGOW joine d the New 

South Wales Po lic e Forc e in 1 927 aged 23 years and served unti ~ 

his r et i remen t in 1 964 . For many years up until 1 957 h e 

served a s the Chief Pro secutor , Newcast l e, h aving charge of thE 

Polic e Prosecuting Branch, North Eastern £olice District • .... 
Ewen Grnnt PARSONS jo ined the New South Wales Police F orc e 

-~ .., 
in 1939 aged about 27 years and he r etired a t the r ank of 

Sergeant First Cl a ss i n 1 974 whilst a t tached to the Prosecutin@ 

Branch, Newcastle. I1r Lithgow c ame from a rura l b a ckground, 

moving from the f amily farm a t Gilgandra to join the Police 

Fo rce. I1r Parsons c ame from Metropolitan Sydney and worked 

as a p i a no tune r prior to entering the Police. Despit e the ir 

contrast ing b eginnings both me n found themselves specia lising 

within the Pol ic e Force i n Prosecuting . Eac h of them 

progresse d t h r oug h the f ie lds of General Duties in t he 

Sydney area to the i r pos itions as P ros ecutors, with I1r Lithgow 

p rog re ss ing with promotion to Commiss ioned ran k and positions 

as an off ic er at b oth Wngga Wagga an d Newca 8 tle. 

Both Dough and Ke ith spoke of t he difficulties an d 

unfairness of the promot iona l system. The system particul a rly 

d i sadvantaged Mr Parsons b ecause he joine d the Forc e at the 

age of 27 lo sing e i ght years in senio r i ty to t hos e who jo i ned 

a t the earliest e lig ible age. Both did progress to senior 

ranks and Mr Litbgow was appointed Superintendent, Ass istant 
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Off ic er, Nort h Ea st e rn Po lice District . During the int e rvi ew 

they both spoke about t he c hildish type situat ion of favour­

tism within t he job . How, depending on wh eth e r or not one 

was a Mason or a Catholic, a sportsman or a non-sport sman , 

tho se be ing necessary attribut es at differen t times if one 

soug ht promotion of a f avour ab le transfe r . 

Bo t h Superint endent LITHGOW an d Sergeant PARSONS whilst 

s t ationed in Newcastle as Prosecut ors resided in Department a l 

p r emise s , s i tuated on the site of the p r esent Po lic e Station, 

66 - 68 Watt Stre e t , Newc astle. Co - incide nt a lly when the 

Lithg ow f amily v a c ated the res idence the Parsons fami ly moved 

in . Years late r Ke ith and Doug met each other under different 

circumst anc es a nd are now good friends. Ke i th a nd Doug spoke 

about the prob l ems encountered in liv i ng in Po lice residences 

and the uncaring a ttitude of the Department to the families 

who reside d in them and to the condition of t h e houses in 

which they live d. Keith spoke f rom h is exp e ri e n ce and 

interest i n old buildings a nd h i s kn owl edge of old Po lice 

Stat i ons in the Ne v11 c a stle a re a. He spoke of how a numb e r 

of Polic e Stations in the Hunt e r Va lley were des i gned b y 

Mo r timer Lewis Jun io r an d were built of similar app ear a nc e. 

Doug~ and Ke ith spoke of their years growi ng u p a s sons 

of Police Officers and both agreed thut the re wa s ~n expect ­

ation on the p a rt of society fo r children of Po lic e Officers 

t o b e h ave in a manner abov e that ex pected of children from 

other typ es of families. The y s poke ab out t he wages of the i r 

fat h e r s and indic at ed t h a t wage s w re low, but at l east for 

Mr Lithgow, du r ing the depression h e was g r ateful that h e at 

l east had a j ob, a cc epting a pay cut as ma n y emp l oye e s d id 

dur ing the dep res s i on. He rec a lle d tha t hi s f a ther had to ld 

him t h a t he was the on l y person i n his s treet wi th a job. 

Doug relLted some incide nts which invo lved Police and 

civil i ans. He spoke ab out the sc a n da l of the 'yel low socks 

mob', y e l low socks be ing the i dentifying fe ature of homo­

sexuals who frequented the Newc a stle area, particul ar l y t he 

Newcas t l e b at hs who re there were r egular meetings of them. 

He a l so spoke of a young Po lic e Officer stationed a t Hami lt on 

who shot himse lf i n the foot after being accused of stealing • 
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It was lat e r found tha t the ac cus a tion was wr ong and some 

othe r person, a non-Po l i ce Officer admitt e d the offence. 

Polic e and the cQmraderie within the Froc e we re discussed. 

The socia l lif e of Pol ic e and the sometime s n e g l e c t of tho 

women in their live s stood out . The effect~ of any tragic 

loss of a fellow Police Officer who might h ave die d whilst 

on duty was another point cove r e d and both Keith and Doug 

spoke of the g rief felt b y t herr paren t s when Po lic e di e d in 

the execution of the i r duty. Doug spoke of the Polic e wives, 

l iving in remot e locations and how d e spite not rec . iving any 

r ecognition from the Police Department, they performed dut ies 

a s unpa id, unofficial Polic e , maint a ining the station whilst 

the ir hu sbands were absent performing his duties. 

It i s clear from the int e rvie w with Doug and Keith that 

they are extreme ly proud of the ir f a t hers and the p ositions 

h e ld by t h em. They indic . t e d the love that t h e ir f a the rs 

h a d for the job that they were part of and the respec t that 

the y h ad earned from others within and outside the Police 

Force . They were typical of Polic e who serve d b efore a nd after 

t h e m in tha t despit e the conditions tha t they wer e working 

unde r they we r e still able to perform their duti E. s to the 

sat i sfact ion of the Department a nd the community . 
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KE ITH T·ARSONS ON SUHDAY, 3RD SI~ITEdBl~R i 1989. 

PARf:ONS 

CROMF~\)N 

PARSONS 

CROMFI10N 

PARSONS 

CHOr1PTON 

PARGONS 

CROI"l?TON 
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Il-.;terview between Glenn CROrf.FTON, Ke ith PARi20NS and Doug __ 
I I rrn:rn ()1" mh · t · • ~ G l C -'- I h 

..L . ..Ln\.r .1.t i.¥e ihl.· erview i s 1or :r .. e:o.n romi;;i1,o.n1s rer.;eafc pa'er in o ~ocai ~is~ory on ~ne SUuJeC~ 01 I'o ice in ne 
Newcastle District 1862 to 1q29 as part of the local history 
sect ion of Australi an History O~'en Foundation, The interview 
takes plac e on Sunday the 3rd of Se:r;ts-mber, 1 ~89 at the home 
of Douc; I,ithgow at 18 :'-Iillcrest Pc=tra.de, ili r:h.f i elds. 

My na:Je is G l e m Crompton . I am a S::;udent of Australi an 
History in Open Foundation at Newcastle University. This 
interview is between myself, Doug LithBOW and Keith Parsons 
0oug~ and Keit h are sons of retired Po lice Officers. 

First of a ll KJith, could you outline for me some of your 
persona l particulars, date of birth and so on? 

Right well I was born on the 22nd Noveraber, -1945 in Sydney. I 
came to Newcastle to live in 1957 when my father was transfere< 
up here . I've lived here basically ever since ah I'm not 
married, I'm a te:1cher and I've been a teacher since 1972, a 
High School teacher ah is th t about al l you want to know. 

That's fine, and Doug could you as we ll? 

We ll I was born in Ju l y, 1933 and ah I've lived mainly in 
Sydney ah i:agga, Gilgandra and Newcastle really . 

Richt, an Keith could you ah, on your father, could you te ll 
me h±s mn.mffi_; date of birth if you kno vv his date of birth? 

Yes his name is Ewen Grnnt FARSOHS, born in Enrnore in Sydney 
9th October, 191 2. 

Right, do you recall when he jo ined the New South Wales Pol ice' 

-It was just on the eve of the second wor ld war. I think 
Aue;ust 1939 or thereabouts. 

and do you recall the year or the date that he retired? 

yep, it waP October, 1972 . 

and the rank that he retired at? 

he was a f irst cl ; ss Sergeant. 

Are y6u aware of what occupation he had before he joined the 
Pol ice Force? 

Ah yeah, the main one, he had a number of ,jobs hut he ended up 
be ine; a pp rent iced as a r; iano tuner /re !)<") irer or pi0-no rJec hanic 
whatever you call it, that was a trade that he went thro gh 
working for the company Beale and company that made pianos in 
fydney. I think that was what he spent most of his um pre 
Police career in. 
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Have you any knowledge of where he was : irst stationed? 

I should have asked him hut I've got a feeling that it was 
num1)er two or number three. I think it might have been 
Clarence Street in ~ydney. 

Number two over the last few years 1-as been Regent Street and 
number three was Darlinghurst, so it was in Sydney. 

So it was in the city, it mi~ht have been Regent Rtreet. 

Do y ou have any kno<;ledge of his history or transfers from 
when he first joined until whe n he came to Newcastle? 

Ah I know thJ.t um he did a lot of, he did the normal general 
duty 0 tuff when he joined in his early ye~rs then he ~orked 
in Plain clothes f'o-r a -,;h ile in Sydney, 1 t'1 ink he vvorked on 
the f:old buying· sq_und, I remember him tellin~ me that once, I 
know tha he used to go around all the puwnbroker shops ~nd 
----- and things um I think in the late '1940's he ,joined the 
C6~rt Rtaff dS a Court Constable, in those duys it was sort 
of a p re lude to training to becooe a prosecutor and virtually 
a ll ny my life th-t I can renember he was wlways a Prosecutor 
so your looking fr<)m the late '19LL0 1 9 b l : most until the time 
he retired, he wts on light duties for about '12 months before 
he retired, but most of his career was spent in the Prosecuting 
Branch. 

right 

in Sydney until '1947 and the from the I think -----

well '1957 he arri¥ed in Nei··lCastle •... Do you recall w'.lat rc:nk he 
H<C: S then? 

Well he's always h ad that, in ~hose days you were given the 
rank of Sergeant Third Class no matter what your ru~k was. 
Probably a Const~ble. 

Probalb y an acting Sergant~ 

an act in~; Sergeant, so he was probably still a Const ~: ble but 
Dad dicin t join ~he Police until I think he was twenty e ight 
years of age ~hich neant that um, and they werevery long 
periods between ranks in those day~ wit~ the seniority system, 
no he was probably still a Senior ~onst ~ le something like t h a t 
but be wa_s as lone; as I can remember he h as a lway!" been 
Sergeant. 

Yes ~nd the reason for his transfer here w~s that only to take 
prosecuting duties? 

Well, he was at the Prosecutor' s staff in Sydney and I think 
that there was basically two reasons, one was that my parents 
were living in a flat ,ind had no, very little incofile and it W3.E: 

a chance to live in a Gover11ment r10use at '17 and 6 2 week rent 
Hhich meant th8-t they might hCJ_ve a chande to get on their feet 
and save some money to get a house, the other reason was that 
I think there 1,vere only- 30 or L1-0 prose8utors in those d oys e.nd 
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he spent something like t~re~ months out of every twelve away 
in the bush relieving in Country Courts so af ter 5, 6 or 7 
years of tha~ thut was cetting to ah weHr him ~own a bit. I 
think the, ~nd also he was suffering, he suf~ered from asthma 
;~nrl Clh he fe l t that th e: ~ob would heve ::_;erhaps l ess p1"'eS",nre 
in ~~ewc.dstle 2 d 8Ctnnll;y the :_1s thma dic'l_ ciisappear w"1en he com, 
up here along with the all the relieving ~ork, ah as I suy 
bei~g away from his family three months of the year ce~t0inly 
had its toll on Dad's health, so that was one main re ason he 
c a11e up. 

1rhan1rn. Dou~" irnuld I c;sk you the same, your fathers name and 
date of birth? 

George Malcolm, George Ma l co l m LI~HGOW, ah, he was ~orn in 
1904, I just can't rec 11 the actual date, at Gi l gandra , he 
worked on a farm mainly or his Dad w~s in daiying ~ctually and 
so most of their after school hours or before schoo l was looki1 
after the dairy running the milk around the town. He did try 
to start do a b it of share farming. I don't think it was a ll 
very unseccessful nd in those late twenties and the he went ti 
Sydney and joined the ?o lice Force. 

Yes but do you know what year, you may have told me? 

1927 

1927 

Yes 

What year did he retire? 

ah , 1964 I think it was, 1964 

and the rank that he retired? 

he was Superintendent second class I think it was. 

IN rHE north eastern Folice Districe? 

yes , yes. 

do you remember or do you have any knowledge of where ie 
was first stationed on joining? 

Oh yes, in SJ7:dney, he was always involved in Sydney and wheh 
he took up pi~osecuting fairly earl y in the eaiy 30 's ond he w&~ 
raainly doing the bydney circuit a l thon1-_:. h I can recc::).l bim bein§ 
go ing to say up the coast here to do some special prosecuting 
on some forestry matters you kn ow he was, there were, he was 
pretty mobi le around the St~te actual l y. 

Yeah 

bn specific jobs 

It sounds like i n those days tht·~re were a lot less prosecutors 
than what there are now? 

Yeah there was I think I remember 30 or 40 being the number 
and thats probably more like a hundred there I think. 
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I th i nk t hat ' s the, what did they c dll it, the Po lic e Prosecute 
-rs and the Criminal I nvestig .>tion Brnnch, 191+7 and there's 2 
4 6 8 10 12 1 4 16 18 20 of ~hem. 

Well yeah, that mi ght exp l ain a few things . 
So he worked main l y in Sydney or only in Sydney prior to coming 
he re was i t? 

y ., eah, 0Ut he went to Wa~ga , prosecuting in Wacga 

but as a station, or being stationed thou~h, that was on a 
relieving thing was it? 

No, he w2s }rosecu~or there at Wagga. His d ist r ict went I 
th i nk it miLht have gone out to Wentworth, you know it was a 

pretty Jig area where he was prosecut i ng and you know 4e was 
ofte n up, I think from Batlow out and then he came to ~ewcastl e 
as Chief Prosecutor North Eastern District or something l ike 
that . 

Yes. 

i~w that I think that post actual ly disappeHred when Dad went 
from Newcastle, now its interesting, :i{eith's father came in 
straight after didn't he? 

Yeah, well my father took the place your father l eft but Dad 
came in as the juni or of the three people there bnd of course 
I think J im futRTIN was then became the senior prosecutor of 
the three. 

Right , O.K. 

So from Senior prose~utor did your f at h~r-then go into 
co, missioned rank in Newcast l e or did he go, was he transferred 
to get commi ssioned rank? 

No he went to, he went back to ~agga as an Inspect or and I 
think he came back to Newcast l e as an Inspector and then w2,s 
and t hen became Superintendent. 

We.ts he in charge when he became Superintendent or was he 2 . I.C?. 

Wel l I rea l ly don't know, I thi nk that he was for a ll intents 
and purposes. 

W1.1en wou l d th,tt be, earl y 60 's? 

Yes that was up 'ti l when he retired. 

I think t he chief guy then, I think, the Superintendent who 
ran the District always lived Bext door to us. 

Yes we ll the.t's 

Yeah, we ll an extract from this art i c l e on Saturday the 31st 
of October , 1 64 says ''the young Conf3t ab l e becdnie Suyerintendent 
George Mal colm LITHGOW, Ass ist &nt Off i cer in clarge North 
Eastern Pol ice Di strict. 

Right well that ---------

II 
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I can' t think of thr-; guys name that was l ivi ng ne --ct door. 

So you had two Superintendents. 

Yes, it c hanged , it varied over the years . We call t hem the 
second in char~e of any~here the bumper urper. 

Yes r i ght . 

and he was the btmp2r upper at the time, hut sometimes it 
would have been an Inspector I gt ess 

I can't even rec a ll the other chaps name but. 

Yeah I can see his face but I can't think of hi s nane, a Co l 

See 

So, so we might talk generally \t0'1·J , we've covered both fat hers'. 
the um, ~hen you first came to Newcastle were you living in 
Police res i dences or were you livinG i nderendent ly of the 

De11::-!rtmer1t': 

We ll you've already said that . 

Yeah , well we came, tlw. t was one of the rrJ.ot; i v.1t i11g .,,easons for 
D<1d coming here to He-· 1castle so we lived in that residence in 
v.;at t Street for sornethirw; liKt.:;, uver u ue years. 

Is +; ~B.t 1Jhere the curTent Po l ice r··~L . .:.._ • • 0 
.:;L..-lL.. lOil lS. 

Where the current Police Station is anrt in 

I thiak that was in GG ~8 

66 somethinc like that. D~d was a fairlv, onlv a year or so 
short of retirement then a.nd then i;hey p~1t a d~.'.:",osit on a 
house at Hamilton, that's the house they're living in now, so 
most of those years were s~ent in living in that ~o lice 
Tesidence in Vatt Gtreet.·: · 

Well we, whe n we were in Sydney Dad w2s f i rs t living in a pluc~ 
i n Crows Nest then we bought a house in R8 ven Street, Glades-~ 
ville where we lived '~her until we went to TvJa~~ga . Actually 
um, t!:lat was 1 ~7 or ·48 and at ith-lgga we re~ted a p lace there, it 
was, a:1d then up he~".'e we went i nt o that resid_ence that you 
came into the~e on the corner of Watt and it was a l ways 

So for a while you lived next dnor to each other? 

Yeah, no, no we moved out an he ccme in 

Oh right 

See we never met one ano ther at all, but you know v..re 've become 
quite good friends, it was just incredible it was. 
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Well I remember coming to Jewcast; le ~hen I was about eight 
Dad was up ~ere for a week relidving your father and b~ought 
MuIL l ~ just to cive her & sort o!:..' D .. li ~tl2 }rnlicL ::r J.nd '.rle h.J.d 
week of :: school o.nd endPd 11-p comL.1t~ Ul· an one nic~ht your 
f';-Ji~her showeG. slides, I can just rer.11.ember. I can i::emember yoL.: 
Bother because of the way s~e rlid her hair in rlatts, in this 
big old 11ouse and little did I know t h at :[ive years later I'd 
be bloody we ll living t~ere. 

It was a stra~ge house, I mean because ~he wind used to blow 
and a ll +.~1e car~)ets used to lift up off -~he floor. 

T~at's exact l y right. 

Things haven't c~anged in Police residences they tell me . 

It really was a strange 

It was a magniricent old ho se but it was really run down and 
neglected by the Department, it was fairly typical of what 
:9eople were ex1 1ected to ;mt ;vp with. 

So there were two lJouses t"iere and 

We ll there were two houses a nd four residences, there were twc 
double storey bui ldings and both of them ·.rere c1 ivided into twc 
one sort of on the basis of left to right and the other on the 
basis of an up and dow1. 

So t:1is is basically on i;he cor>J.er of Church and \Jatt Street. 
I think the numbers were 66 anc_ SS. 

and 68. 

that's right and there was a lane between them and it went do~ 
to the Police 5arage which was the original stables. 

and was there a morgue there at that time? 

Yes the mortue, oh actuall~ was down by the Courthouse. 

In the courthouse. 

it was a sing l e storey building behind the courthouse, the 
building thats there now, ~he 1 950's building thats there now, 
um, and they us nd to drive up t~e laneway. 

The morgue only went very recently I think. 

Well upon the building of the ~resent building. 

Ri~ht . 

The morgue went, because the mor~ue is now around at , he 
hoR}itHl wbere it should be. 

• •• 17 



LIT'HGO\,' 

CROM?TON 

I,I'rHGOW 

CROMPTON 

LITHGO\o.1 

PARSONS 

CROMP'rON 

L I THGO\J 

PARF::ON.S 

LITIGO\v 

PARSONS 

LITHGOU 

PARSONS 

- 7 -
Yes its, ~he M wasn't very far away bec ause I remember there 
were th i ngs that often had to be done around the morgue. 

Yes I remember, I've hear d some funny stories about the morgue~ 
do you remember any experiences at al l ? 

We ll mainly we used to hear a lot of stori es about t he Court 
mainly from the old retrobatus that used to be around the 
Court y ou know. 

The morgue that i s. 

Oh well, I think the people that were brought in as drunk 
and disorderly there s.lways seemed tu be a Satui."'day morning 
Court or so met h int; for a ll "~he orl.s and s ods um the things like 
that, but ah we ah we were very fascinated wi th the place 
when we came down here because it was real l y o ld a d interest ­
ing dlthough I wasn't int o historic buildings or anything 
like that it was obvious l y a very interesting old place 
but it had bean subdivided, its been partitioned in a very 
slips' ad way because you cou l d hear the people next door 
you rnow, it wasn't very ~rivate. 

I actually did a bit of research on the history once. I know 
a little bit about its background, it was, they were built 
in 1875 and they were sing l e storey and then in t he 1890's 
the ,y added the t op storey on lJoth buildincs, thats why if you 
think about it its sort of odd looking in many respects and 
the one that, the, GB w2s only t he Inspector's residence, it 
was a l ways the I nspector's reGidence, otr one was the barracks 
for single Co~'lstables a 1 d um I'm to l cl. it was that unti l tbe 
20's or 30's it was actually the Traffic Po lic e Offic e and ther 
it became in the 3o·•·s or . 4 0 -'s a, r e s idence agai n and it ' w€ls ~ 
residence for two Pol i ce f a mi lies r. nd often the Inspector had 
one of them didn't he an ah, the ~rosecutors yrobab l y had 
one for a long time too or t~e Superintendent. 

We l l when Dad was Superinten ent ~e was out, he was, ~ad a 
house out at Wallsend the w~11, which was just the back of 
thG Wallsend Po l ice Station. 

Oh yes 'cause, see he would have been Superintendent for the 
Di strict, yeah. 

Yeah, and it was, the ot~cr interesting thing 1as that um, 
the o l C.. convict stone wall down the sid.e you know. 

Yes, whic h wasn't a convict wall. 

\fosn't it ? 

N~, but it was very old, 1840's I think. 

Oh yeah. 

and t 1ev a lwavs ---- it was very weathered anc' it always , 
it look~d v~r; frail but it wa~ ac~udl ly a doub l e thickness 
of st one wall wasn't it and i t ah whi l st it looked frail it 
was, it took them --- and the~ used that as the excuse for 
t~aring i t down at the time it to ok them months and months to 
pull it down, it was , it was real l y part of Newcast l e, the 
inner citv

1 1
•s old character wasn't it, it was a shame to see 

it go rea y. 
. .• / 8 
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It was before it ··.ras um before um cement was oh developed, 
you know. 

W~en my Dad moved in I remember that Dad, they were pretty 
quickly ~Jpalled by the, um, by the condition of the place 
and ah I think Dad stuck his neck out and pu~ in a re~ort 
ta ~ em --- the Superintendent about the fact it was real l y 
it had been neglected for decades and just lacked all the some 
very basic t1ings fLlr inst ance, Doug will remember the big 
kitchen block at the back which was a seperate build i ng eh 
which was actually where the oathroom was t11e I_, hen the middle 
of winter yuu sort of had to go down this uncovered alley way 
,rJ ith, to, .,to have a bath in this, this seperate type, lJ.Uite 
seperate builc1 ing so after· o.. lot of ah re1iorts ,.rent in, 
eventually they spent a lot of money on it, 1hey built an 
interior kitchen, so~ry, an interior bathroom, the' bui l t a 
sort of seper~·te builcing and atf:;<1checl it to the ice of the 
~ouse and they spent a lot of ~oney renova~in~ it, and some 
of the things ~hey ~ id of course we~e 't very, dhe3 I think 
of it now weren't ast 11etically com, com~·a+.;ible, but they 
certainl UPB~aded ~he uilding un~ oake it fi~ Eor um, fit 
for, for fai ly reasonable living stand3rds, where as, I 
thinl': t!-iat, it inclicctted to :nc how, ;iust 110\J ~)o.d ly it1 fact 
Police were accomodqted by the department, and the, the rent 
was cheap but you certciDly •~ut up with 

Yes. 

As Doug said, literal ly the f l oorboards had great gaps between 
them and in the middle of wi nter you, the bloody car et wou l d 
l ift off the f l oor, and that's no exaggeration. 

Ho, No. 

We l l the Police news, your father may still get it, it 
regularly has an article on what they ca l l the dum of the 
month, sometimes its a Police Station whoing the conditions 
that the .r ~o lice work under in various vlaces <3.nd somethimes 
it s a residence. So thinss haven't real l y changed ••• 

No. 

that much 

i f somebody •.• 

Money's not spent. 

••• if they coul have sold the house t o somebod with a half 
a mi llion bucks to spend you coul d have maee a magnificent 
residence out of it , but i t was, it was like that wasn't it 
Doug, it needed a lot of money spent on it. 

Wel l the bathroom was, was this old kitchen building, it 
was an ou; house you see, so you walked across, ah, a Court­
yard and all the pe op l e in the houses oppos i te ••• 

i es • 

••• could see you go into the b~throom 

... / 9 
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that's right. 

They had the most extroadinary bath heater \'1ith, you had a 
direct flame ••. 

that's rie;ht. 

••• that usPd to heat the wat e r 

an o l d chip heater 

used to, the water would fall and the flame would just heat 
the water as it was falling, and it, I'd never seen anything 
like it before. 

I can remember my mother being in tears after about a week 
there and just said, you know, do we, do we, why did we come 
to l'iewcastle. 

17 and 6 rent. 

Yeah , it just wasn't worth it, but ah, well, yeah, I think 
the were paying about 2 pounds 10 or something in Sydney for 
a flat so it was chepp but ah, what, you know . 

We liked it because it was close to the beach you know its 
had a lot, you know, you could peddle down town. 

11..lt'oough D·: rne,, I can recall it being a very isolat~d place 
bec a us e we, we came from a s 0rt of a Sydney sclburb situation 
and there weren't many other kids around the area and there 
weren't many other fami l ies. 

T'hats right. 

and it was really, we were literal ly in the middle o the 
commercial district of t~ city and sort of normal sort of 
fami l y life was prett;r limited in that area. 

Alright , so you were younger a nd I was working when I came so 
I didn't have a lot of the free time, be mainly weekends, um, 
however we rea l ly liked it. 

I think it was more my mother ----- - -- - my f ather that felt 
that, because as far as my brother and I were concerned it was 
the baths and the beach and they were sort of great attractionE 

Yeah. 

~r Grcbert the ah, Superintendent of Traffic who lived next 
oor to us, a very dry wit, very dry. 

Yes, that, it was actually he was 

The minister for gloom they used to call him. 

Yeah well, vanegar they culled him. My father actually went 
and approached him ~B a lowl y Sergeant an said will you 
support me, you know in terms of getting some decent repairs 
done to the house a nd he refused. I can recall Dad sayin8 

••• /10 
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They're not cto i ng anythi ng with them, they (on't know much 
about them. 

Th inking about i t, no your r i ght, no that building was actua l ! : 
bu ilt I thi nk when we were living there, at the back of the 
cou:L,thouse. 

r i ght, ves thats right . 

and there was a guy cal l ed the oorcue keeper. I t~ought or 
he mi ght have been the, t here was also u courthouse, a guy 
t~at actual l y l ived in ~he back of the court too, remember 
that, o.nd he may have , he may have bePn +::he morgue keeper as 
we 11 , he Nay have bec~n the guy that O})ened the rnor~::ue up 
when they came around . 

Wel l we didn ' t have a car for instance, so when we cRme to 
Newcast l s, I remember Dad bought this o l d ~ord prefect, wel l 
i f you've ever d-:civen in a fo::::d. J:1r'ef0ct ycJ 1_,1oul n 't ~ the 
ste~-riYJ[ ~rou hJOl·.! i , vcis vc~-:y di rect steeri:-::c;, but we, there 
tsed to be lots of pl2ces to ~o in Ne~ccstle, you know, we 
used to go o t just; about ev0ry weekend for a dri ve in the 
country. 

your fathers though be i ng prosecutors would h2ve worked the 
5 day week too wouldn't t hey? 

Yes thats ric;ht 

thats r i ght 

thats compared with the shi fts that the Ge n eral dut i es po l ice 
wou l d have worked 
... 
Yeah thats right, it was sort of e. ~-:; i l 5 I s11 ·)pose, 8 t i l 
5 I think 

so where were they actually based, where was the pol i ce 
stat i on at 0hat t i me, 1vould ':hat have been in Hunter street? 

the police st<..·tion was in Tiijnter Street. 

were they based there? 

Dad was based, no they were based in a big room in the ccurt 
house, Newcastle court I ~hink they are s ill based in ~he 
same room 

we ~ .. l no11 they're actual l y in the new police station i1 the •• 

are they? 

prosecuting office s and they ~hen just ~o over to court 
because i ts so adjacent. 

we ll as you co up Bo l ton street and you l ook R.t the ol d court 
bui l d i ng you wou l d have l ooked at their room, 1.vould have 
bee , there's the ma i n e ntranc e 

On the left 

and i t was i mmed i ate l y to the l eft on the, I s u ppose i t would 
have been the first f loo r l eve l t hat was the prosecuting room. 
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on the same floor as the entry to the courts? 

yes, thats right. 

then I think they were going to move that upstairs later when 
my fathe r , well after Dad retired. 

but thats the main room just ther8 

upstairs no11r is a, they just use it as a te2 room and there 
is a, there has been a hotogr aph, its disappPare d now, they 
tell me someones taken it, I th i nk Don Gede es may have taken 
it to get it franed and it was a photograph of prosecutors 
the retirement of' somebody and a Whole lot of oI solicitors 

right 

I've seen that one, its a bit like that one there 

its a bit li~ce -:;he other ·one but its, thats not the one 

right 

so do you recal l the other police stations that were operating 
at the tin e in the newcastle area? 

well I can recall a few that aren't no~, from my vague sort 
of memory of the, being one at Adamstown for instance that 
was condemned and pulled down 

Do you remember where th a t was? 

I'm just~ying to think, was it near the school, I think it 
mir,ht have been near the school 

because there's still orte at Adamstown 

y eah, I think t~ats a new st a tion, but, I can rec a ll also 
somewhere along Glebe Road there was a Mere-wether lockup or 
police r e sidence 

There was a residence, yes there wa s a c a ll box down there 
sor.iewhere 

I know there's one in Wickt am because I've often r u n ->ast it, 
the old, it might be a p r ivate home now but its obv ' ous l y 
an ex police station and t 11-ere was one at Union St r eet I think 

Newcastle west? 

Yeah, I'm not sure who was there then, I think it was a 
lic ensing or so r'1ething like that, it mig'.1t have been back in 
those days. 

Th~y have used it for licensing over the years. 

I can remember when Dad was Su)erintendent they were trlking 
about the new building, t he new buil ing they- --seemed to go 
back way way tc=i lking about this new b uilding they were going 
to build, and also I can remember the, a bit of a schemozzle 
about, about say Charlestown, because Charlestown in the 50's 

... /1 3 
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was j ust a bit of a village r eally but it was obvious l y 
deve lop ing, fud i t was, he was trying to get a po lice station 
at Charlest own but they ah, the polit ic s of the situat i on was 
that it had to be built at Dudley so they built the ol ic e 
station, lockup out at Dudley. I can remember very much 
argument -----

wel l thats st ill there 

Its sti ll there I know but the 

only just operating 

Yes but you know when it was obvious that Charlestown was 
growing and needed a, I mean I'llbet tha t Char l estown is 
bursting at the seams now. 

i t is. 

eventhough i ts got n new one 

What about, was Hamilton , wo.s that ope rat inc at the time? 

Yes , yes. 

Yes , not, ~hats any way ~ifferent, same bui l ding 

and I think +;ha.ts t yp i cal of what the old res i dences were, 
its a dump of the month 

A lot of them l ook the same, liLe there's one a t Stocl{ton 
that l ooks the same, they were a ll designed by a 

I'll tell you that story about the Hamilton pol ic e stat ion 
where some old retrobate came a long and rinched the money out 
of the pol ic e saf e at the old, no one knew that at a ll, 
and so tha:t !;here was this i nquiry yc u J:mow and all the 
Pc)l ice at .damilcon they a ll told stori es that di dn 

1 
t c;_u i te 

tally up because and thn f i nal l y there was a young Constab l e, 
no, I don't know how young he was who sgrt'3ed that he'd, that 
he'd st;olen i t , ~1e even to ok tnem out J.:o sh01N them where he 
threw the money over or threw something over the bridge and 
a l l the res t of it, ended up s~oot ing himse l f in the f oot 
at the police s t at ion . 

well I remember that . 

You know there was some very odd thing about it, but any 
rate it finally came about that this old ret r ob ate talking 
to his, to the priest or something, he ended up coming 
a long owning up, he saw the police stat ion open and the, Hnd 
the ah ::..afe 

who'll ~uard the 3uardians 

cho safe c1oor~ -th2 dcor was r;o:::i~ lete l y open ~11hen be wa lked 
in t1e po lice s t ation, tcok "c1h~ mo r1ey out of the s2.fc just 
like t"fiat 

yeah, ~ho'l l guard the ~uardians is how it should be 

••• /1 4-
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one aspect of tho..t, Dad s job too was th8,; used to hu.ve to 
do the Hunter Valley c ourts but that was only something mi t:;hL 
have done one evei~y two or three nonths l ike Dungog .-- Stroud 
l think were two courts that were open in those ~ays 

and I'1a it land 

Mait l and hact a prosecutor d i dn't i t , r.l1ed Cahil l wasn' t he 
there? 

I know Dad used to be up at Maitland a fair bit 

Yeah, I wa s sure Ted Cahill was there but o..nyway I mi ght be 
wrone; 

--- Dad had a friend that, a guy t hat jo ined the pol i ce at 
the same time as he anct he actually came to Newcastle as one 
of his f irst stations i n the early 40 ' s an d apparent l y back 
in those days t ha was, it was a p l ace sent for punishment 
sort of thing w~2re you ••• 

1·l ewcastle? 

yeah, i f you d i d the wrong thing you went to Newcastle and 
this guy actually l eft t he Po lice, he onl stayed in five or 
six years and left, he ~as very b i tter about the treat ment he 
rece~ved u p here ~ut I know he, he wasn't sent ~p here as 
puni s hment but he was jur~t a young ConEtable sent up to t hi s 
whe r e apparently the re must hctve been a lot of, and the moral e 
must l:luve been pretty low because it 1J.o.d this rerut at ion and 
the ?olice back in the L~O ' s, now whether how long that; le.st ed. 

Up to even more re c ent t i mes, I've b ee n in since 1974- around 
that rier iod of t ime, to be sent to the count ry was puni shment , 
you'd be thre a tene d, you'll get Broken Hill or you 'll get s ome­
whe re else 

we ll thats qut i e true 

that's changed now, the demand for coming, for go i ng to 
country areas is, no one wants to live in the c ity. 

But I r 0member t:hat Newcastl e was real l y regarded C::J.S being 
amongst Pol ic e that were here as being a great pl ac e to be , 
but when we went to Wagga for i nstanc e we'd, i t was , Dad was 
s ent therP on sondition that he'd keep quiet , you know, 
because he'd had the trouble with the 1-'o lice Conmi ss i oner as, 
as um an officer of the Po lice Association, he was Vic e­
president , I t hink, you know , Commi ss ione r l'fackay was prett y 
tough sort of fellow. who would just transfer peo? l e off or 
eve 1 g i ve them ra k just off the cuff. 

t a l king to Rex LADKIN , I bel i eve he to l d bow he GOt an instaGt 
transfer to soCTe Countrv town because he wou ldn't join th9 
~o lice At hletic club, then he decided ~o join and he ~ot an 
instant transfer back. 

Yes. 

. .. /15 
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Well the story goes, the Commi ssioner you're ta l king about 
was that Mackay? 

Yes Mackay 

Well the story ~oes, I mizht have related to you was that a 
future I.;olice Comm issioner Fred HA~'TSEN he go t h i s promotion, 
hj,.3.~oemmission rank because 

could f l y a · l ane 

he wo.s f l ying an aeroplane one r'..ay and the Commissioner was , 
was one of his passengers and he Sciid 'thank you very much 
Sergeant' and someone turned to him and said he's not a 
Sergeant he's onl a Constable , he said 'he's a Sergeant now' 

Yes I've heard that story 

So the story tjoes, ••• \.'e ll witb your f ath ,r bein0 a vice 
president in the Pol i ce Association would he have been stil l 
active i n the Association when he came here because he came 
with Commissioned rank didn't he, and 

yes he was 

these da s someone with Commiss i oned rank isn't part of the 
police associstion, they are part of anot~er, public service 
officers union. 

He was a lways invo l ved I think in the associ~tion matters as 
r!'.luch as he cou l d be, or we ll he was v i ce !)_('esident , he might 
have been president of the local branch here when he retired , 
but he was ve ry much invo lved with ------

END OF SIDE 1 OF 'l'f1-PE 1 

STA T OF .SIDE 2 OF TAPE 1 

•• • ••• the gift of the gab I sup1:;ose you might say an, so l:hat 
he, c,nd you know, he was the first Po liceE10.n to give t a l 1rn 
over the radio for i nstance, I can re1'.1ember as little kids 
running up and g luing our ears to tl e ABC we only listened 
to the ABC und our frienrtly Policeman I think it w~s 

I remember too when Do.d joined ba.ck in those de::.ys Viackay gave 
a preference to Polic~man vho were goo sportsmen so if you 
were a footballer or if you were a rower in those d~ys because 
in 1 Si36 ther W8.S a Police , the Olympic eight from ..Australia 
was actually a ~earn of Po liceman, NS~ Police, soon as they 
fou 1d out, he found out thut Dad was an ex champion rower 
he vrns r:ut in '~he :?olice Pir::lr~ Y1.1d he ~'·o 111 -;i1.nse fa•rcurab l e 
sort of~shifts LJ nd the fbottallers wer~ the same, I think thatE 
probably sti ll ,·~ be that's still true, I don't know, al so 
the athlet es like Rex JLadkin who was there ':he other day, the 
1~ot very favoured'treatment because, sim~ly becaise, didn't 
Mackay want to foster the imafe of good sportsmen smongst the 
Police. 

While we a~e on that puluL, u 

Police sportsmen in this area, 
511 through the State but in t 
were here or perhaps had 1card 

~tu u. re(.,c..11 b..U"r amtstandint:; 
I know of course there were 
is area in the time that you 
of from this a~ea? 

••• /16 
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Um, I think, to be honest I'm not a football fem so I can't, 
but I kriow t~w.t a lot of :L-'ol i cc, a lot of Pol ice ui> here 
were sort of, you know f~-the loc a l first grade Rugby League 
teams 'out I can 't rCHP.mber any of the i r names, al l I can ;:-.ort 
of remember WL1S ~hat Merv Woo d w·.s the Olymp · c Sculling 
charn:t-ion in the l ate~O 's and of course Murray RILEY of course. 

\Aiell he became famcms "or his Oly-CT_:-:ian and became famous for 
his •• 

drug habit, yes. 

I c n re:c:teu1)er more , or Dad, I think be inc :c:tore involved i n 
social gbnes like bowls agai nst the , the um, Solicitors or 
sornethine like that, b t there used to be cricket mat ches &nd 
things such as this. 

Would they have been fund-raising days? 

I think they were just sort of fun real l y, you know, they 
were, I t'1i k L'ly- old man really en~oyed his job, he h::;.d c. lot 
of fun, he rlally loved th&t Courthouse a8d he was really 
very de1,resf'<:d :1:ien he w2.s tuken or.r· L;~1e Cc'1F-·t in T:'1:;, i'l that 
o.buut 191L7 ·,_ ~ien he was sent +;c Gladesvil1e for gr:~cr1. l 
1o lice duties bocRute the Conmissione r didn't like him and 
then l ater on he was sent off to the countvy provided he 
ke11t quiet. 

Yes 

That's an i'1'.;erestint; point because I can rec:iember my 
father actuall j , the last year of his service which be spent 
on licht duties and I think it \JaS f c.ir to say t11at he wo.s 
fairly ded i cated to his job and :really lived for that ,1ob and 
bec.::rnse of the, of the sort of odd str,uctu:i::e of the Po li ce 
where there cou ld only, where it was s •••• soLt of mi litary , 
sort of rankings, once you reached the rank of Inspector you 
could no longer be, be a prosecutro, in fRct they only had 
one or two Sergeants First cla s so that, peonle ~ho hac 
)robably spent 20 or 25 years cainin8 a particul~r expertise 
in a branch of l aw, and you know were regarded right ly or 
wrongly as a sort of an elite group in the Po lice in those 
days, very experienced at t heir, at their art, craft , 

~roffession or whatever were su~denly thrown into general 
duties at some ohscure ?olice station simply because they had 
reached a certain rank. 

Somebody with le ss experience replaced them. 

That's right and it just ~idn't make sense and I know that 
Dad was very depressed abo 11t t;1at, ~rou know, that 1.,Jas, ah, 
was a totally con caring thinB which was the numbers game 
I suppose, they had this peramot~l struc~ure of promotion and 
people who had the respect I think of the legal proffession 
in Sydney anrt Newcastle suddenly, you know they had all those 
years of experience IBS just shot down, the shoot so they 
could ~et given a job as an Inspector at some obscure ~istrict 
somewhere or oth~r. 

Yes, promction was then on seniorority. 

..• /17 
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PARSONc Strictly, and Dad was I thin: 17 years a Sergeant 3/c l ass 

because of that promot ion system, ah, you ~.now he ,just sat 
in a queue and waited. 

CROMP'l10N Yes . Bid ah, d i d either of your fathers speak of any of the 
old cases t hat they did in the Prose~uting, any stand out 
within Ne w, within, in this area? 

PARSONS The an swer's yes but off the top of my hea I can't think of 
any of theo. but Dad was always at the dinner table talking 
about , y ou know, what he d i d at work. 

LITHGOW Oh yes, that was the 

PARSONS-------- some of the more interesting rnur ers and that sort of 
thing, um he's ment ioned names in the past, we've sat down at 
Chiistmas and birthdays and things but I, I, if you'd asked 
me earlier, If y ou'd asked me to prime him u this afternoon 
to mention~ few names I probably cou l d ~ut, no I can't 
think of <:mything ---- of my head. 

CROI'L-TON '.!:he same '.~ou ld ~-;rohably be sai d of some of ~he old criminals? 

LITHGO\: Yes , oh you know there's been some very funny 
things, I mean that create a bit of a st i r in the community 
here, like the , what there was the yellow tie mob or something 
like that they called it, they 

PARf1CNS we ll before Dad's time, but I remember that yes. 

LI TH GOW ~ell I mean¢ it was an unfortunate, really a very unfortunate 
thing , but I know 

PARSONS YAllow socks wasn't it? 

LITHGO~/ Oh might have bee ye l low socks, something like that, but ah, 
you know, homosexual people . 

CROI1PTO - and that was how they were ident ified v as it? 

LI T:tIGOW -'-ea 1:1. 

PARSONS - ----the story I '1eard was they they harl a club do·0m at the 
Ocean baths and th ,t the manager of the baths was in on it, 
and ---- a lot of proffessiona l and b11siness people in the 
cityj 

LI~~rTGm.' Oh yes •. 

PARSONS It was a real bloody scand'--~ l apparent l y. 

LITHGOW Oh it was a real scfindal. 

PARSONS I don't thi k that anyone would bat an eyelid today. 

LI'1:1HSmJ Ho , yes, a terrible scanclal really, but the ·thing was there 
were, that once the, once in~ormations been laid ---- those 
peop l e well the~olewei[ht of the law re~lly came down and ; 
there, it caused a bit of a , I ca .~ re;nember that as being a 
bit of a scandal, the other one was that Po lic eman shhoting 
himself in the foot and getting a ll , that was a really o d 
case, um, there must of, -'.;here vvere lots of other things 
that Dad, I remember going away on, like tlJ.is timber fraud 
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business up the coast, I mean tht was an incredible thing at 
the time but I'm, I'm just t ryinG to think of, there were a 
lots of, there were murci.c;r case ad s o on I know that were 
pretty frighteninc, I know. 

They certainly had an., they_~es;rbdnly had a wide range of area 
of things that they had to be invo l ved with, I mean I can 
remember Dad again when he went to Country for stock, stoc~<: 
thievinc a~d things like tha~ and t, en you had the 2ort of 
traditional traffic matters, sort of Criminal matters in the 
city and they were a l ways, they §.lways were the assistant to 
the Coroners in the coronial , Coroner's court. 

yes. 

and, I can reCTamber him go ing to sort of, um, bedside court 
i1ear ine;s in +;he hos_Dital and thinss like that •vhen I eople 
were dying and ah. 

Yes , you were talking about the yellow tie, the ye llow soc 
mob, I spoke with Ke ith' s Dad j ust recently, 2 weeks ago, 
and whilst I was there a fellow by the name of ~x Ladkin 
came in, who i s a retired Po lice Officer, he retired we ll 
before due date of reti~ement, he le ft the job early and he 
was an old Consortint, Squad rienber FJ.Dd he was one of the two 
~o lic e Officers that came up nnd broke up the yellow tie m~b. 

Did he? 

I'm [:,oing tu see him conir_;_-ht, I mi.ls I~ aS-k him about tho.t. 

CRCMF'-WN He spol:e to nr-; <<)0 1J.t tl•c..:.t. 

iARSCNS Did he? 

CEOMPTON AEk him o.bout t h2,t . 

LI'I'HCO\; 

PARSOJTS 

ActJ.<.tlly I know one of -d1e names oi one of the p.:>.op l e in 
that but I won't ~Gntion their name. 

I m0a11, it would have bef-'n love l y to acJ~ually hove a couple 
of l ittle promp'.:: E her of a leH of theo in'::2resting cci.ses 
because \ve would have reall 

We ll there was one of a woman with a heauless body in f;he 
harbour, remem:)e r that R.nd don't think they ever solved 
that one. 

But I can remember l itt l e things, you know it s funny how littl 
things stick out in mind, um, at Wagga for instance go i ng out 
to Batlow to , on a stock problem where they'd have thieving 
and the black t1'acker w'.::ls up there to meet us and you know I 
can remember going up in the utility truck, thats a ll they 
had and Kith Dad and ah, its ah, the Detective ----- at the 
time was the chappy, and the black tracker emerged from this 
trough in tho midd l e of this padclock you can imagine l1ow cold 
it is · up there and here was ~~is black tracker, God they 
l ived a terrib l e life, they were living in this wooden, in a 
wooden trough out on the farm, ah and , anrl loo k i ng at sto l en 
vehic l e , uou know, you wou l dn' t, i ts funny how you'd go a l l 
the wa to l ook at a stolen vehicle, a_d a h, take fingerprintE 
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and things l ike that and t oday you know the .re·~d be that many etolen 
vehicles. 

CROMPTON Well that's ri~ht yeah. Continuing on from t~at as we l l, um, 
did they speak to you about or do you recal l any of the famous 
old Police in t his area , ah, it used to be that the Detectives 
were the, in thoseldays, that were ~he more ac~ive Police 
because they were more invo l ved in the more invovled matters, 
do you recall any of those? 

PARSONS Well I could, a couple thats i mmediatel spring to mind was 
R~y Kelly w s one, a name that Dad ••• 

PARSONS One , um Fred ~rahe he was anot~er one, because Fred Krahe 
was in Ddd 's class, und I can remember - ----

CROMPTON i1bey were Sydney Detectives t'.10ugh were.~' t they!· 

PARSONS Yeah, yeah. 

CROIJl')·roN But I think Fred Krahe came ••• 

PP.RSONS Up here. 

CR01'1PTOH Actually retired, or left the job and came up here 

PARSONS Did h~ 

CROf1P'.:=10N and your Dad mentioned that he WdS something to do with South 
Ner,1castle J_,eagues. 

FAREONS Was he, right. 

CROMPTON at the time, but ah 

PARsor;.rs Well I'm just trying to think, names of IJeople, I don't knwo 
how famous they have to be to ~e famous, they're probably, 
anyone that was in the Police at that t ime were names that I'd 
probably be fdmiliar ~ ith, like that photograph you showed me 
therP, 1947 in the ?rosecuting everyone o~ those I can 
remember my .:'.:'atber ment i oning, but I'm no+; su_e, oh, how fam', 
ah well we had any u::; here that were all that, ah, famous, ah. 

LITHGOW That's a Sydney, a group of debaters that went across to 
Melbourne, but a fellow by the name of Brownett8 was a chap 
that I remember quite we ll , and Parmenter and ••• 

FARSONS Yeah well Jim Milne I remember was l:he Chief 1:-'rosecutor when---

LITHGOW Right . 

CROMPI10N ~2here' s a yihotogra.ph here of um, of your Dad, :Jad Doug's 
retirement and ••• 

LITHGOW Oh yes 
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CROMPTON and there's , i ts a ••• 

PARSONS We l l a l l ';rose names are names that I can recal l Da.d mentioning 
except i nc; the tw o wome n , I dJn' t :t'emer:tber them. 

CROI .. 'IPT10N Al l tho Detectives there, Pelt Cah i l l? 

LI 'I1HGO\v \fo 1 1 • 

.PARSONS I don't remember thi s fel l ow. 

CROI"L?TOlJ Thats, yeah, so Pat Cahi ll he was. 

I_JI TIIGO\J :?at Cahill was really and Dunipace and •• 

~ARSONS He was the Chief of Detectives wasn't he? 

CRll"1PTON That's right, ~res. 

PARSvNS Georce Dunipace I think , my reco, his son was in my c l ass at 
schoo l , I think he, um, he used to work for ASIO I think he 
was "·he trnderr:cver rlerson for ASIO up here, but that's some­
thins I leannt years ldter. 

LITHGO\rJ 

J~L~HGO'., 

Yes, I thi nk, you ~now th ·t was his 
wrong. 

No, it co11l have been S-0eci::i. l Branch. 

Yeah. 

Gee, see. 

but I mi[h t be 

e::?.uT: .::10H '·Je l l \ .. Je still h0.Ve a S1,ecial Branch. 

LI~3GOW Do we , richt, see the thin~ is we'd, tl1at, ah, my o l d man U8ed 
to be a b i t of a larriki n like that, you know the ASIO would 
come across 8.n d t-,hsy'd be saying , eth,he'd '.1ave P hit o:L a jo~e 
ah, you know, w1at do you cal l yourself today Fred, you know 
t~e ASIO 1loke'd go in, you'd know, oh do you, sh sh .•••• he 
used +;o love~the ••• thev'd send little old 11dies around to 
meet i nss 0nd liFten -'-o !: Omeuou.f c ,.lKiu·'· und c ·Ke uown -cr1eir 
na~e P ?n~ reckon tbey were c0Mm1t1ists or somethinG like that 
ancl then they'd, it would go J'icl1t throuc;h the, <~n, and come to 
ont8 Dad:~S cesk ni1d uhey'Ei, Yie'cl h· veto say, of you krlOi"I 11e's 

a decent i)lo <..8 or whatever, ;you know. 

CTIOf'L?TCn Yes, well w:1at about- 3ob ShepheTcl, 11is Photos in ~:here, do you 
r0call 1im at all? 

J?ARSONS I, I c o, I remember th;:it D, I rerner-.be-,~ him, ''h, ·orking 'l'lith 
.ny fc.-d:her C:rnd ulso ac+;ually I taught one of his sons at schoo l 
.. Jhen T. first sta.rteri te<lChinc; so I rerr1er1ber him corni:.1g: dlong to 
a rurent •• 
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CROI1PI'OJ~ ~Je ll 3ob Shepherd..-. 1rns stationed here anrl he a.1:1,~o• 

He did a B A ,rhen he was up here and in +;hose days it was 
unusual for a FolicemRn to do a part time Universiuy degrer"' 
a nd _,hats something thats stnc le, probab l y not now but it was 
t!1en. 

CROf-I?':CON He became more infamous with the .:1olice Force for his cilleg d 
involvement, I don't know wh~t, whether it was in invo lvement, 
with the, ah , t~e Age tares, becau8 e he was in charge of the 
Bureau of Crime InteJligence at the time that that came ~out. 

PA.RSO S I think he was in the Scientific <""' +- • ,-->ec .. ,ion up here wasn't he, ah? 

CROl"DYrCN I t _ ink you' re ric;ht, ;veah. 

Ye8, well thats, ho th0t, ah , yes I 

PA.RECNS To some extent, m;v fa, ~y memor i 2s cf Dad's wor~~ wor~ing 
co lJ e«p:uee ·r:;,;:: nn~Yi 0 11, t~18 :;:;eo_:lc in '~he Jusi~iccs Der·o.rtro_ent, 
t eCPS, t:11e mag i s+;:1~.:;tes :-:nd 1~ he, .Jild '-he la•v:rers, th2re names 
are as familiar to me as, ah, say as Police. 

LITHGOh' ·rhat s right. 

Because they probab ly spAnt as much time working with ~hem. 

CROI'1rrroN Yes • 

j"')ARSOJ\TS • • &s he 1lid with J?olice. 

CnOT-'IP'10N what about, did, do you have any recollection of, of brave 
deeds by Police in t~ose days at all? 

PARSONS Urn, um, no I can't think of anything in particular, I know that 
one guy that Dad wor~ed with and his n~me was Joe ~ones, he 
won the eorge oedal , but I'm not sure ••• 

CROMPTON Was t~iat here or i n Sydney? 

.?AR.SONS \-!hen he was stationed up here, but I'm not exact l y sure wh&t 
he, how, ; ;hy he won it but, ah, I thought, t"i.at s a d r:;corat ion 
they don't g:i ve a Hay very freely so, nh , but I can, r2member 
why hR -won it, bnt I can't think of anyt hing in )art icular. 

CROM?TON Ye ah. 

LITHGO'.J I can remember Dr H:f.1 more you know o.nd he was quite a, ah, a 
person, a respected person you know, ah, law society and so on. 

PARc:;ONS Hr::t, hm. 

LITHGO\v ah, and whats ~his chaps name here 0 

J:)ARSONS Thats Freddy Hill , he 1-ms the ah 

LITHGOW oh yes, yes Sgt Hill . 

CROI •)TON ~Chis is a photograph of 
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LITHGOW Yes----

CROMPTON Superintendent Lithgow's retirement 

LITHGOW yes thats right. 

CROMPTON no, farewell of SergeH.nt I.1ithgow .from the prosecutors 

LITHG01,/ thats right, when we went to ••• 

CR01'1FL10H 1957. 

LITHGOW he went back to Wagga , well the fellow thit I remember most 
when I c&rr:e :J.ere was a fe l low by the bame of Bully Hayes, thats 
who he used to, I think he mie;ht have been an Inspector, 
Inspec t or Hayes, and he w&s a reJl character, he was a very 
big solid man and the f irst thing you'd, he'd [ ive you a kick 
in the backside, that'd be the first thing, that'd be the first 
greeting you'd get from Bully. 

PARSONS Was that, wus he the fellow that had the reputation back in 
the thirties of cl~aning up the sort of, the west end of town 
he'd go down and g i ve the ----

CROMPTON ·Tb'e o l d Bank Corner boys. 

PARSONS Bank corner boys, exactly. 

LJ~HGOW Oh, Oh, I think, Bully 'd be 

PARSONS The iee was, a, t:1ere was a Po l icern.an I heard, he was apparently 
famous for generations in Newcastle. 

CROM?TON I must ask my Dad because he was n o ank earner boy. 

PARSONS \ .. 1as he, right. 

CROMPTON I'll ask him about that . 

PARSONS I'll tell you one thine, its a, I know its inconsequential 
but its a lways stuck in my mind, my father telling me that ~hen 
he joined the Police he was 5'11~ which i s not exactly short 
a nd he was considered origin2lly, initia lly for the mounted 
~o l ice because thats where they put al l the shorties. 

LITHGOW Yes~ thats riEht, yeah. 

PARGONS One thinks things have changed a lot since those days I mean 
;1~1en 5'11}? was the short end of the, of a ~.'ol ic e, ah, of a 
Police class, you know after t~eir coming out, ah, another thin 
that sort of ~t icks in my mind, him telling me about, there 
couldn't have been too many Police ~atro l cars, ah cars~ in 
Sydney in the war but they used to drive around i n the, I 
Think he called it the West ern 0iraless car, no their couldn't 
of been too many of them, in pitch black in ~he blackouts of ~ 
Sydney with, without d.ny lic;hts on, you mow, ah, sort of belti 
around at terrific speeds. 

CRCMPTON We l l, '~he yeahm tbe wi reless cars were the nibht Detective car 

PARSONS Were they? 

CRCWIPI'ON in those times. 
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LI'l'HGOW Yes. 

CRO.MTTON and ·,vhereas durinb the day they may have Detectives working 
at each s at ion a wi reless cnr could have covered a much 
larger area, they'd r:robab l y, e ither cover a district or a 
number of district s, for instance here a wireless car would 
'lave gone right up to Sine; l et on, right do·m to , to Toukley . 

PARSONS right. 

CROIVfPTON and almost down to ~.Jindsor, s o , you \:now, that sort of, that 
was the sort of thing that a wirless car was. 

PARBO NS mmm 

C_OI'1J?TON So Ke ith, can I ask you, I know you've got an involvement with 
old buildings, can you tell me what you know about old Police 
bu i l d i ngs? 

PAR,SONS In thi s area? 

CROI'{f ·~ON Yes, in the inner city , especially, Har;:i.ilton in 

PARSONS Well the only ones I know of, there's the Police Station thats 
now the Hunter Heritage centre, was, I know tl1at was built as 
a sing le story lo ck ap, uh, between 1P.59 anc.i. 1861 ri.nd then it 
was added to, you can see it when you lo ok at the front of the 
build ing, its widened on ~he ground storey in the l ate 1880's 
and then they built a, an upper storey around about the same 
time, um, and on the, a lo t of other adcitions have bee made 
over the years too, to bui l d', sort of the out buildins out 
~hat was a, dh, and thats a very important heritage building 
associa.ted with the Police, ah, there ' s the lockup own the 
west end, I t'.1ink it was just a typical Police station come 
residence, come l ockup in its da , ah , but its managed to 
survive in the i nner city somehow, um , a lot of the Police 
station locku=os around the lower :Iunte_._' Valley were designed 
by a Mortimer Lewis Junior who was the sone of a famous archi tec 
and he lived in the area for 30 or 40 years and he d~sitned 
many of the government builrlings in the Hunter Valley and some 
of them have his own varticular sort of design characteri stics, 
you can pick them and I know for instance the police station 
at, ah, there's one at Stockto~ ~~· I t~ink and I've seen 
ano~her one at ITinto ~which if you looked at 1 if you put ~he two 
~o~ether side by side you'd say obviously they were desi:ned 
b~r the EdLiG fellow ond l_--ie i·rns res:rionsible for quite a fe v of th" 
locl::-npr- <ind that; i o ';J.e, s rt o:= "'.'~ewe ast le, J_,ower Hunt Pr 
Valley area over a long period of time. 

c~~~CM.i-1\)1\J The one at Stoc~c-i~on, do ~.ron Y.:r10w when-; -1;110.t was loc "J.ted bccmise 
its a newe~ rolice Station there now 0 

-"".ARSONS Ah, u.l1, isn't it still there, ah, it r.1igl1t be a T:.'iVcite 
reside~ce now. It was the~e t~n 7ears ago, I remember dr iving 
around and ::'.'indinc; this, no I don't, I'd have to go and ~"Ve 
a l ook clronnd, I just assumed it'd stil1 be there. 

CROMPTOE It may be ·but they operate out of a new Po lice Station. 

FARSONS Do they, :__~ight. 

Cfo:;MPTON What about the Scott Street residences, ah, Police Station or 
WdS it a Police Station, were they residences: 
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PARSONS Oh yes, well that , well that was bui lt in about the, I think 
c i rca' 1382 i t was a pair of buildings I think for the water 
police and again in my time one of, as you go up Scott Street 
ah, towards the baths, the first one you come to was, ah, was 
the Traffic office, t he Po lic e traff ic of fice anl ~he second 
one was a residence and it was a l wa', a Constable lived in, 
lived in there, ~h, I think, ah, well of course they've al l 
been turned over to the community use but that was another 
Po lice residence, um, I'm just trying to think of any others, 
um, there's one in Tighes Hill I know because if you go up 
Elizabeth Street there's one thats dlmo st identical in design 
as the one in Al bert Street, Wickham. 

CROMPTON Thats nl]w a :i:)o lice res i d.:;nce. 

PARSONS Is that a residence now is it? 

CROii.J:::TJN Yeah, thats a residence, yeah, Alec Wi f)itley who, whose family 
used to live in the old residenc es 66 GS. 

PARSONS Right. 

CROM.?'I10N His father was a Pol ice officer. 

PARSONS Right . 

CROMPTON He lives at the Ti 1·; he r~ Hill residence. 

?ARSONS ah, ah. 

CROMFTON He' s presently a Police officer in time, the same as 
Wickham, theres a Police officer lives in the~e. 

PARr:;ons Is that right? 

CK:MP'I'ON Yeah. 

PARSONS Oh , so ----- right. 

CROMPTON That's a ?olice residence. 

PARSONS Um, there was one at, there is one, in Lambt on i:rny , over 
Lambton way , um, and I think , I've got a fee ling t hat may 
have had a Court attuched to it originally , there was a 
Lambton Court, urp., b ack in the last century but its been a 
Police residence bec;-mse I know a kid I taught a couple of 
years ago, he's , he lived in the house. I don't think its a 
Police Station anymore but . 

CROI1PTON It J_ s • 

PARS OHS It is still is it? 

CROffrTON If its the "l;uilding you' re talking about, the build', they've 
still go~ a Lambton Po lic e Station. 

PARSONS Yeah , right, well its ur towards the, a h, behind the shoi ping 
centre. 

CHOMPI'ON What about Waratah? 
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PARSOHS We ll I, my only recollection of Warat ah is that there's a 

wireless stat ion, a Po lice wireless station there , um, was 
there another re side nc e, res i dences there? 

CROMP'I10N vie 11 my read ing from the l a st Century is the -r' re t a l k ing about 
a _olice St ation at Waratah. 

PARSONS Right. 

CHOMPTON and I think the one that, where the wire l ess station is , the, 
even though it s an old bui l d i ng itt more re c ent that •• 

PAE.SONS Yeah. 

CROMPTON t han '1870 or '1 880 whatever i t was. 

?ARSO~lS Right . 

CROMP'I10N So •• 

PARSONS We ll thats •• 

CROMPTON so there rrrust be ar1other one 1::l1erie so ewhere. 

?ARE:ONS Somewhere, r i ght , urn, gees , I ca 't thi1k on an y others, 1:1 , 

CROf1_FrroN \!as there a Po lice res ide nc e , or d id you mention it before, 
down i n Darby Street ? 

PARSONS There was, again my recol l ect i on of exactly where i t was i s a 
b it dim now but there was a residence down there, somewhere 
in Darby Street I think, um. 

LITHGO\v There was a place at r'Lere1"1ether , 

PARSONS Was it l'lerewether? 

CROMPTON Llewe llyn Street Merewether , that's still a Po lice residence. 

LI'rHGOvi Ri ght 

PARSONS Is it. 

LI TH GOW 

PARSONS 

CROI"IPTON 

PARSONS 

?Tow , a bit of the old lockup was still v i sible there or many 
years. 

Ifavbe I'm confusing those two thi'lgs because its go i ng back 
a long time ----

Al right, um, do you recal l the sa laries of your fathers in 
the old days, you know, as compared to workers in other fields . 

No, all I recall is, I don't think Police were al l that well 
pairt ----and agai n you've got this prob l eo of the seni ority 
system whi c h meant t h ey were stuck on the one sa l ary for a 
l ong time, but, but, I''ve got a feeling that Dad retir~ct0Rbout 
$7, 000 a year i n about '1972, um, I know that now, that became ; 
that he's, he ret i red on I ~hink 73 or 75 p e r cent of his 
salary W

11en he was at, ah, it w<1s over 709{ a n d with inde1::ation 
I think he's now getting, somewhere now about $20 , 000 a year 
so , um, 20,000 , 22,000 a year represents ~of a, of a, they 
rnust~ve t?e getting ~ore money s i nce then 'cause that doesn't 
e~uaGc with that'a ne less than 30,010 P ye2r now. 
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I do n ' t know, but I' m sure that the, ~~at Dad was on a r eason­
able salary ;,; hen he, when he r etired, but I '"'c ::rn , you know, 
during the e)ress ion actu a lly took a cnt i n sal ary. 

I, I thin probab l y a lot of jobs ..-: i c:, but •• 

In fB.ct, a11. •• 

I thin.· i n the SO' s though Dad a l ways , I think Dad an Mum 
were always fs ir l~ struggling in th2 50's , they w2ren't al l 
t'!'lat , .11oJ.ice Coll::> · u. L::J..Gb i don't -clli nk: were all "':;~1.dt well pc.id. 

No , no, she• iidn't get much at all, ~nd I can rememb~r, you 
1"'1ow i t "lr.Jas ah1ays trave l in the bacL of tbe tram, you "know , 
ah, you , you ~ idn ' t sit in the tram. 

'.'e ll .I, yon know, all the k i ds I went to sclJ.ool wit h hacl 1<)50's 
C<HS anc I remember we had a 1928 Chev 1 und that, De:'.d e;ot a 
1947 v~uxhall, sc •• 

h •• 

So i f that 1:1as a .::iy i ncl i cc.d;ion of bow well, s o:ct of relat ively 
we l off com~ured to sort of, ah, peo1le, sort of, sort of 
live cl .• 

I.1I'.2TIGOk 1 I e ll, when in the, d'.1rinr; t he depression, I mean, I wasn't , I 
was born i n 1933 ~ut, ah, for instanc8 Dad was tbe , at oo e 
stage there? Da was the onl y _per2on in the who l e entire street 
working so he felt he was luc ky i n that sense he always ----­
he was overworked, ah, however they did take t he cu t in s~lary, 
but +: he, there wasn' c muc h, therA was never any, I me an vJe 
wou ld huve een livi g a different s or t of life if there had 
been mone y around . 

PARSONS Actual l y, one thine that he, that Dad's always b een dis runtled 
'.·1 ith, that was t he fC:i.ct t hc:it 1·1hen he retired on Su:reran'1 ation 
~1e ccu l dn 't t :ike a 1UP1f' sum but I've a l wc:.'..ys , he and I have had 
nany argu1ents abo t t hi s , I've a l ways ma i ntained ~h~t he, if 
yov can compare "':;'1e r,11!'-'r<.""\nnu.c:.+;ion we get~ I'd i:;et , I ' rJ. ret i re 
on ~:too 1~ 59~1, of r.:iy P 1lar;y and I 1 m pa.yi nc,, I' 11 be rrnying a 
very Jorge out ' , outptt of sup12rE.tnnuation out of my fortn i ghtly 

salo.ry and I t hin~ Dad was paying a maximum of about 3 or 5% 
or something anc , ah, ret ired on 75r indexed for life of his 
salar~r which I think w.;s a pretty reasonable dec::tl for what he 
put into i t, but mind you now I think the widow of a Policeman 
c;et s, I think there's a 1-)ig cut there, I on' t know 110w Mum 
would su rvive on ----- I think 62}19~ of Da 1 s super, I think 
thHts not so c rash hot. 

CROMPTON 62}~ and i"~ of hi s 75%---? 

PARSONS Yeah , yeah , um , but as I sa I think we 've got a s ore poj.nt 
a~ongst a lot of Po lic e that t he y couldo't take the, a great 
lump s um . 

LITHG0\1 We ll Mums st ill a live and her salary, her :Police pension, i t 
just, it doesn't qu ite c over the nursing home re~lly , I mean 
its just, she's a l "tt l o b it of inc ome from a house that she 
was , has been · -- her house, ah, and s o on, you know, it s 
pretty t i ght. 
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CEOMP'I'ON Yes. 

LirHGOW It really is, so there's no Breat, ah, no lot of money in it 
I can tell you. 

CR011PI10N Yes, your father still a live Keith, c1oes he still associate 
with old Po lic e? 

PATISO~~S Fel l until he got, he's been very i l l for 6 months but until 
that time he wou ld be a reasonab ly regular atten der at the 
monthly meeting of the retired Po lice associat ion. 

CHOMPTON Yeah, yeah. 

PAHSONS I think o.s much out of, urn, as a soc' , mainly Ci.S a social thing 
and he's kept assoc i ations over ~he years with pe ople, you 
know, even back from the '"0' s th.J.t he, that he's been working 
with, I know si:rice the i~ime he's-------

CROMPTON Like .L ex Ladkin for exam)le? 

PARSONS Rex, well :Rex is an interesting ~ a-incidence because he's, his 
daue;hter is a friend of mine and thats how they've come to meet 
each other again I thin_ • Dud wou l d see :Rex over the years a d 
spy gooday to hime every now and again but they weren't sort of, 
aquaintances 1rrore -~han friends, I think. 

LI'i1HGOW 

PARSONS 

LITHGO\N' 

We ll I've talked with your Dad you know a n he has such a fund 
of stories you know. 

Yeah. 

But he's interesting. 

PARSONS Yeah. 

CROMFOON Do you, the death of Police, cct inr,, act ive Police, do you 
remember any or the effect that it had on other Police around 
the area when a Po lic e officer ied on duty? 

PARSONS I can remember one ~hat sort of sticks in my mind from the 50's, 
a guy called Al lan NASH who w~s in Dad's class and he was sho­
ah, he went to a ~ouse to answer a, ; a call and some crazy person 
shot him, so he was a , and of course peop l e ki lled on duty &nd 
that were pretty rare and I can remember that had a fairly 
traumatic effect on Dad evcln years later he would, you know, 
thats a name that, occasionally it'd get ment ioned ~n conver~ 
sat ion, s o . 

CHOI''L.T)TON Was that in \Jollongong? 

PARSONS I think it was down that way. 

CROI"IPTON I think he died in Wollongong. 

PARSOlSyes, I think it was that one, um, I think ~he more you, you 
occasionally hear of Po l ice being ki lled in t aff ic acc i dents. 

LI 'I1HGOvJ 

PAm~on.s That sort of thing, um. 

-------a very nasty traffic, bicyc l e acc ident at, ah, out near 
Hexham s omewhere. 
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CROMFTON Neville Jury was his name o 

I_,I'FF.-IGQT.iJ Jury, thnt s r i f.ht. 

PARSONS Thats r i ght, we ll he was a good friend of Dads and I, thats a 
name I can remember when I was ••• 

LI'.I1HGO\iJ Yes. 

CROMPTON Constable First class Neville Jury. 

LITHG0\1 Yes, tho.ts r i ght. 

CROMFI10J'J Sept ember 15, 19c:;7, d ied after his motor cycle was involved in 
a crash near Mayfield. 

r_,rr:-IGOW Yes, yes we were very sad about that, you know. 

PAiiSONS I think when that, a Folicemcin died on duty it did have a very, 
a serious effect on both my Mum and Dad in terms of, you know , 
they fe lt a, a personal lo ss, a, bocause, not j ust because --­
because I think there was that comraderie in the Po l ice, ah. 

CR01'1PTON Yes , yes. 

PARSONS and probably still is c:1.nd, ah, a i d as I sa;;r it didn't happen 
o. 11 th.at often arid, yeah, I think it 11ad a fdirly profound 
effect, I mean the fact that years l ater Dad wou l d bring those 
thinss up in conversation. 

CRO.MFTON Did e i ther of you ever ,1ttend any, any Police f1merals. 

PARSONS ah, no, I can ' t think of any, no, no . 

~e ll I was a lways working, I think, ah, when there was a ---­
like that. 

PARSONS I can, I f;h i nk I c, ,n recall seeing perhaps, I remember somebody 
being, ah , being buried from Christ Church cathedral and there 
w-:; s a po lice funeral bec~iur;e there uere Pol ice lined up on t he 
side of the road und that sort of thing, but sort, I don't 
even remember who it was no ·fll, t; 11ere was sort of ctlmost like a 
mi lit arv funeral. 

LI'=1HGOW I know , with my own, own Dad's funeral there were l ots, lots 
of po l ice, lots of po lic eman. 

CI?Olli. 20~.J Diel he have a l>O lice f1_rneral? 

J,JT1HGOW No, it wasn ' t a po lice f1mer l but there were lots of police 
at the church s er~ice and it was, ah, I know it w&s very 
touchinr;. 

CROJ.'1PTJN Yes . 

Um, yes, ah , Dad idn't live long after, you know he only l ived 
threP years after he retired, ah, had the mass i ve heart thing, 
but he used to love the social life, you know, in the bowl ing 
club and ---- meeting the o l d crew . 

CROMl::i'I10N We ll there's certainly comraderie, even these days 
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i,fe ll it irnd a .. socia l c lub I Cc.m re c 1; ll w:'len they had sn annual 
bc>ll, I can , I t 1link D;.;_ds got fiome glasses and t;h.at frurn -;·he 
annual ball. 

Oh yes the ball, yes, res. 

PAHGC~G You know, ah, n.h , o_.~ course J sup~)ose its __,_ touchy '-upic but 
suppose I can, I~ I, I dun' t kno"v 11ow :-ou 11ould feel about this 
while brought u~ in the 2ra of, um, Police, the Masons and ~he 
C<itholics, I thin_ t!J.;_,_t was a very :!..n"; 2r2sting, o.h , I think 
r;om2 1-iocly should wTite a history about ·~_wt sometime. You were 
e i ti~er ooe or th2 other or you sometime::.: f li tte<l from 011e or th( 
other in order to get promotion, thats, thc-J.ts l ooking s..s an 
observer, relative l y, l ooking from ·:he outside, who's not 
pa~ticularly interested in neither, a n d I t hink thats an era 
behind us now, I think its an ero.. that you and I grew up wi th 
and, ------ it was particulary strong in the Police, this 
business of Masons, being a masoo or a catholic . 

CR0V.c?~ON Yes, well in my service , dh, I'm neither , I'm not part of 
either, I've heard the same thing and in fact I've heard that 
its still going on, but I don't know ,,1here, um, but they tell 
me that.·there's still an active protestant •• 

PARSONS Yes, we ll there was the, there was a club c a lled the OorRna 
club , if ;you we-,::e a T'la~-:;cn you hould join the Orrana c:!..ub and 
that 1-.ros so:rt of a , a sociul club of peoJJle, of Po l ice ths.t 
were masons. 

CRCMPTON Its still operating, the 0 0 r;-rna. 
I 

I_)ARSONS .J..here was the Gui l d of St Chri stophers I think was the catholic 
equiv2 l ent of it. 

CROMP'!~ON Thats right c:...nd theres one of +;base in Ne1,1castle. 

PJ._RSON.G and, ah, oh, you know llack in those days I think the story 
was ithat they were always, sort of the, Commissioner was a 
C·_t)o lic once,, orle time ~od a Mason the next, I don't think so 
muc h protestants ~ersus Catholics but you had to actua l ly be 
a mason, I thin k probably a lot of l'rotesto.nts weren{t rr1a sons 
but t he re were ,eop l e ••• 

LITHGOW Yes, dad was a great mason. 

PARSONS and there were people I can rec al l Ddd tal~ing about th~t 
actual l changed alleLiances to git promotion and , ah, you 
know , it was an era I think, where it w~s uot just in the 
Police, triat you, it was an understood thing, you either 
j oined one or the other and •• 

CROMPTON \,"as your f atl1er one of either? 

PARSONS Yeah , he w~s a Mason ah, I don't thi~k i t got him anywhe e. 

CROI1PTON Was your father \me of eit her Doug? 

LI~HGOW Yeah, oh he was a Mason , yeah, very a c t i ve. 
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PARSONS and I think there w; 1s a l ot of Dad's friends i n the I'o l ice 

were Catholics and the, and ~he, they would soci~l ise together 
and they'd joke about it t1)gether , my, mind ;srou I thin}< 
probably, you know, at the same time ~here would be, there, 
I think ~hey sort of learned to live wi th the fact that ~here 
was a ttem and us thin~ up to a certJin point that they weren't 
you know, at the same t i me that wasn't go i ng to ruin, ruin 
friendshi ps but I, you know, it seems to me that, ah , if that 
sort of no sense did go on a d it, well it did go on but it 
was, bh, ~here was, ah, bot h, both sides were respons i ble for 
continuing 1.rJ"hat was a bloody r i dicu l ous s i tuation. 

CR01'1PTON Yes, yes. 

PARSONS 

LI'rHGOV 

PARSONS 

Where remotion depended upon that sort of a l l egiance. 

Yes, but ~hen, then ~he promotion by seniori ty would h&ve , a 
carved t mt down to a l ot of extent but I Ci::in imagine, ah, a h, 
';hese , ah, cliques rl.eveloping when you've got, ah •• 

Transfers and thinES l i ke that. 

CHOMP':'.:10H Yes, probably would have been more affected than, tban ':;he 

AB.SONS 

Lil1HGOW 

PARSONS 

'- . . promo·v ion. 

The Fire Driga es I'm told is, an the Railwa~s I'm tol is---- ­
as I say it was ,1ust part of the 50' s, (,0' s, 1 '-0' s 30' s I 
suppose era, I think its d i ed, sort of died a bit of a natural 
death in many areas in s ociety. 

But, ah, theres no doubt , ah, living as a Pol i ceman's Ewn, you 
know, you had to be very much on your mettle, you alfays 
were there as a ••• 

I can recall subtle discrimi nation from, about be i ng a Police­
man's son. 

LITHGOW You , you had to be very very cureful th~t you didn 1 t get 
involved in anything ~hat was, ah, ut all •.• 

.l?1\RCONG ''es , tell your fathe r and a l l th<.:J.t 

LITHGOW You know, goodness me absolute l y, you know, you, so damn, you 
~~:1 ~ know, you, I know my father it was so scrupulous l y hone st you 

know, just couldn't allow, coulrln 't stand an;:rthinf tbct, ths.t, 
that i,.r,,s at all, ah. 

_ ARSvNS 

LITHG0\.1 

That's something in my father sti l l feels ver strongly about, 
he wr-'!nt through the police force c1oing t 118 ric~J-i t thine;, we all 
know that ~he S.P. betting 8nd all those sort of things that, 
you know, that people---·----------

AP~ NUI'fTl.ER 2 . SIDE 'J' sed as sic1.e '1 ' 

••• 1~he ah, the Police vehicle let t}1e station, 1:he, the 2.P. 
bookies knew. 

CROM.?~OH ~~es. 

?.ARSONS and ::::: would, I thin.- be i ng on the take is the expression thc.t 
they used to use und I, as I say I know t~~t Db~ li~e you~ 
·~'at"fier '·TJ.S '.l l·erson ·.-.h0 1 re:1t 1~]1JI')ugh the, 4:;hrough his job ·.~1 ith 

a very sort of, c-1 lmo s t riuri t unical, sort of moralistic attitude ... 
• • /3'1 



- 31 -
Yes very rriuch • 

• • • about that sort of thin~ •••• <~nd very b i ·s ter about cops who 
were on the take o.nd yet I thinlr Jad ~'~new tha.t a lot of his 
frienrlc and colle&gues were, or so~e of t~em anyway , were 
probab l y, t he i r ther'ones I think that n~ti ,.,erl a n d ;1Je nt on b. ·,·1or- : 
trip u cu~ 18 of ye a rs dr er thPy retired while Dart w~s sort 
of still ·;ayinfj of~his house, but, um ••• 

CRO~)~ON Yes, could I ask you in finishing, um, what your ~emories of 
being a son of a :)olice 0.f+'icer wo.s like ? 

\-ell, you know, I'll, I'll, I'll spectk first being the oldest ••. 

PARSONS Sure. 

LI~1GO~ \Jell I, I think th t we had this puritanic ~ l regime t~~t we ha~ 
to l i ve under ,i"1d it was ju.st, ah I can remember so tne, some 
t irne taking some damn st:lr·id li +-;t le thinro f ron Co le s one e a.nd 
bGing made tc::1.ke it back, ;you know, some little, some stur i d 
l ittle thing, i t r ip;ht huve b8e11 a tin 1:his t le or soEJ.ething 
and, ah , but you know we were, uh, a l ways, ah, I think that 
was ?olicemPn ~vas ver much loo1rnd up, loo~rnd up to in !~he 
con1Qunit~es , I don't, I don't feel that we were, were ever 
discrimi1ated G~ainst as far as ~hat was concerned but you h&d 
to a l ways be at, seen and act in a certa i n way. 

CHCMFTON Yes. 

?ARSONS Yeah, we ll much the s<Jme, I, I think t11at the jldrticu l ar job 
that our fat11ers riid too, and ~~hnt Ctl!Yl'Ilanded a fair amount of 
respect in the coununity, i t ma e things difficult when, 
occ.c:s ionally my rothe:r and I 1vere , behaved like larri kj_ns an 
made, I ca.n r~racrnber once beine;, ·1ot the b<-J.ths , the Man2ger of 
sl-1e brJt 11c: rincin~~ up he loc;~l Inc-;; ,.,c,~oT of ~'c lic;e and saying. o. 

CH0~~~0N This wRsn't the one w~th the yellow ~ies was it? 

c..·ARSONS 

LITHGOW 

PARSONS 

~o, no it was the other guy actually, he' left by then, and 
thats, and being caught at sc oo l d.o i ne; a , you know, and 
the headmaster had rang Dad up and the attitude was because 
we were Po liceman's sons we were supposed to b e above reproach 
which we were anything but that, but, ah, I think my memories 
are that it was, yeah, TI'ad, I think, tha t sort of disciplined 
sort of, urn, semi militar y sort of life of a Policeman had its 
effect on Dad, Dad sort of did grow up b e lieving that you, ~~-- ­
:Obeyed, you did what you were told and you accepted that even 
things that you disagreed with personally and, urn, I think , I 
sort of r emember Dad having a 8 ense of vocation ab out his job 
re a lly, urn, retiring with that, he felt that he'd, that he'd 
had, you know, a vocational sense about his job, urn, there 
was, I think there was was a subtle discrimination, I felt that, 
you know, that were even with teachers that taught me, I can 
remBrnber one Primary school teacher who made, who made t he odd 
jtb e about cops and that, so you did actually put up with that 
sort of subtle anti Police t hing from time to time . 

Yes . 

I think my mother then did too, urn, mind you it was, a, we all 
went through, it was just an in---- , it was an in---- , I 
supp ose everyone, the job that everyone's father does has s ome 
sort of eff ec t on them, ---- it was an intere sting ~ob, i t was, 
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I suppose the fact that we've sat here and talked about it for 
the last hour me ans that it had a b it of an effect on us hasn't 
it. 

CROMPTON And could keep going. 

LITHGOW Yeah, I only wish we had a few of the prompts from old news­
papers because there would be a lot of things that, ah, came 
up, names and so on that , ah ••• 

CROMPTON You've just shown me a photo Doug of your father receiving a 
cheque for the Police Boys Club, was he, ah, the President of 
the Police Boys Club, because I know over the years the , the 
Superintendent ofPolice in the area was always the, either the 

patron of the president , of it or whatever. 

LITHGOW Yes, he was always very ac t ive in the Police Boys Clubs, I 
know at Wagg a and here, and there was the big fundraising to 
get the Police Boys Club started in Newcas tle. 

PARSONS He was the President of the A.H.A. wasn't he, he was the local 
publican? 

LITHGOW and t he ••• 

CROMPTON Do you remember who the big tall fellow ~s? 

LITHGOW Was it, be a bloke by the name of Savage. 

PARSONS No thats not Charlie Savage. 

LITHGOW Not Charlie, I just, ah, he's a, he 's a big man isn't he~ 

CROMPTON He's got a United Nations medal on. 

PARSONS No thats his 15 years one, or 23 years I'm sorry, with the 
blue and the white, the United Nat ions has a ll the, half the, 
another cou p le of stripes. 

CROMPTON Thats right yes . Did either of your fathers serve in t he 
United liat ions Corp s . 

PARSONS No. 

LITHGOW No . 

CROMPTON They'd have been a bit older than that. 

PARSONS No . 

LITHGOW No, see. 

PARSONS In fact, they'd have been too old for that, In f act when Dad 
joined the Police he wanted to le ave the Police in the early 
part of the war to serve in the Army and the, and I think he 
made several attempts to do it and in the end he was reprimandec 
and told he couldn't, so he had, he served, I think that was a 
source of regret for Dad in the early part of his Po lice life 
but I think in the end, in ab out 1944, 45 they were actually 
letting some Police out to join the Air Force and the Army 
but by that time he'd changed his mind. 
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Yes, I can remember hearing stories during the war, it was 
very rough Po lice justice you know, you had the Provost from 
the Army, American, American Army was very hard on the, their 
black troops. 

That, well that's an interesting, ,_,;y:6uc"·say that because thats 
often, t hats the story my fathers told me about the, the, the 
discrimination that was shown towards Negro servicemt?-n by the, 
by the Mi litary Po lice . 

Oh yes, that •• 

One of the f irst times I think Dad actually had to draw his 
gun was on a drunken, a drunken hegro serviceman, he was 
threatening somebody with a knife or something in some service­
mans c lub in bydney and, I remember Dad saying that, you know, 
the guy would have, when the military guys g ot him that would 
have been the end of him, Christ knows where he would have 
g one but he wouldn't h ave lived too long. 

No thats right, there was very rough justice----I can remember 
Dad talking about one, tha t the military picked up the, t he 
American military Police just picked up this b loke a nd just 
drove him into the ground head first . 

Was that , wa s there that sort of trouble here in Newcastle? 

Ah, this was in Sydney. 

Yes, in Sydney . 

Yes, ah, you know they were, a nd there was one time I think 
Dad had this, ah, see the re was a lot more street crime in 
those d ays, you know, when t hey had t his fellow and he, trying 
to, trying to arrest this bloke he had his, had him, - ---­
handcuffed to a telegraph pole was trying to, ah, to get this 
other chap and the mob were really g oing to lynch him, you 
know, and he vrns only saved b y a, by a Taxi driver who drove 
his Taxi straight through t hem all, and thing s like that. 

Mention f amous names in that period, Bumper Farrell was a name • . 

Yes. 

Yes . 

my father mentioning a few times and there was one cop 
who used to get the drunks and sort of, sort of almost pe e l 
them out of the black maria head first in the, yet all the 
cop s would have to turn t heir heads the other way while this 
guy sort of •• 

Bumper Farrell was he ••• 

Might have b e en Bump er Farrell. 

CROMPTON He was, still a, a, ah, Police Off i cer in my time . 

LITHGOW Was he? 
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PARSONS Was he ? 

CROMPTON and I recall him being the night officer one night in Sydney 
and , ah, when I was st at ioned at Randwick and Bumper Farrell 
used to come in and he'd call everyone Mick and the fellow I 
was working with h is n ame was Mick and Bumper Farrell came in 
and he said "G'day Mick, how ya goin '? " Oh thanks Sir I didn't 
re a lise you knew me . 

CROMPTON He called everybody Mick and you'd always have to have a drink 
there for him, and, or a cup of coffee and he'd sit the re and 
chat with y ou . 

PARSONS Its a p ity in a way that you hadn't met ~ad six months ago 
because Dad does have a million stories about, you know •• 

LITHGOW Yeah. 

PARSONS basically about the conditions of Police and some of the old 
characters in the Police Fo r ce, some of them go back from the 
20' s and 30' s in those was years and some, ·_£ heir bloody carryin@ 
ons that went on, a lot of those stories that sort of went in 
one ~ar and out the other. 

CROMPTON Yeah, yeah . 

PARSONS I need some p rompting from Dad. 

CROMPTON Well, now the unfortunate thing is we're restricting you to 
Newcastle and, and of course most of the life was in Sydney 
wasn 't it, in the, ah •• 

PARSONS Yeah . 

CROMPTON •• in the, ah, in the old , um, the old d ays, the crime, the majo1 
crime was there . 

PARSONS Mm . 

CROMPTON and it was unusual for something to happen here . 

PARSONS ----- get the odd murder here . 

CROMPTON Yes. 

PARSONS •• and tha t sort of thing, and the re was, I remember in, ah, the 
60's, do you reme mber Max Stead, remember there was ah, the 
great controversy over, um, some one putting an Aubrey BEARDSLE) 
print in the window of a shop and they , all the cop s went out 
there and, ah, arrested this guy for this obscene, dis', 
disgusting, um, p ornog r aphic portrait which is, you know , you 
can find in an y book, you'd go into Angus and Robertson • • 

CROMPTON and Max Stead was he a Det ective at the time? 

PARSONS Yeah, I thought you might have known •• 

CROMP1I'ON I don't know him, I know the n ame, yeah. 

PARSONS and t he cops would ride t he bicycles raiding this bloody s hop 
over a, a totally inocu ous , ah , Edwa rdian print showing some, 
oh it must have shown a male or a female in the nude • 
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LlIII1HGOiW : Yes, and the oth e r things like, ah, as I was saying earlier the, 
ah, S.P. bookying, they just couldn ' t , y ou just couldn't s tamp 
it out you know, at, ah, I, I can remember my Dad'd say at 
Wagga there they knew the , where the p l a c e was ove r at South 
Wagga but the moment the, the car l eft the Pol ice Stat i on 
they'd, they'd have the thing whatever, the telephones g one 

PARSONS 

o r whatever, you know, you just couldn't crack ' em, he 
r eckoned the only way to cra ck them was to put the principals 
into the taxation department and they 'd go through the, ah, 
b ank accounts. 

Yes, we ll actually I could, I could, I can remember Dad making 
some indiscreet comments about S.P. bookies a nd who was 
involved wi th it and I Non't, but, ah , perhaps a lot of those 
peop l e are still a round, s o •• 

LITHGOW Yeah. 

PARSONS So obviously- - -

CR01'1PTON Yeah. 

PARSONS there were some people that were rece i v i ng ------

CROMPTON Can I ask you, can I ask you this about, ah , b ec ause Margaret 
HENRY wou l d k ill me if I didn't a sk, ah, about women in the 
Po l ice Forc e? 

PARSONS Ah, right, well actual ly I was going t o mention that because 
my recollection of women in the Po lice Forc e wa s that, ah, 
Dad h a d Very little contact with them, I think there was, ah, 
one Detective stationed do wn in Hunter Street - ---- a woman 
Detective, a h , and they occ as ionally come up to the Police, 
up to the Court house as witnesses for different things, um, 
but they were very few and f a r between and mo st policewomen I 
c an remember, you know, as a child at schoo l you' d see the ones 
that used to come out on that very mundane sort of, ah, s ort 
of schoo l lecturing duty obviously that was the, that was 
considered all polic ewomen was good for and, ah, ah, a l so 
they used to do a b it of traffic control too I think at s c hoo l 
crossings, but, um •• 

LI THGOW We didn 't -----

PARSONS I c an remember in the 60's ---- up to, around ab out the time 
Dad ret i red I think they had, accepting the first women 
prosecutor , ah •• 

LITHGOW Yes. 

PARSONS probably quite a few then ---

LITHGOW We ll in my time you didn't se e many women although women 
p l aye d a very important part with polic i ng, I mean in the 
country you, you could imag ine a Const able out in the middle 
of nowhere, you know, the wives really r a n the station and he 
was ••• 

CROMPTON - --- that hasn't changed, its •• 

LITHGOW Hasn't i t? 
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CROMPTON •• still the s a me, yes in f a ct they're now pai d, a p i ttance 

but they 're paid, ah, for a n 8 we ring phones a nd while the husb ­
ands out. 

LITHGOW P·eople coming, f eeding p risoners an d a l l the rest of i t. You 
know Dad, you c an imag ine with a st at ion there 's a hundre d and 
one things that come u p and you know, you n ev er know whe n 
theres go ing to be an acc i dent. One of the things, one of the 
little stations whe r e t hey we r e very busy I remember a t 
Tar cutta, Tarcutta, Dad us ed to s ay , we l l with the, it was 
the most d angerous p l ace to live in New South Wales was 
Ta rcutt a b e c ause there u sed t o be more pe op le died in the 
whole, t h e whole, ah, population • •• 

CROMPTON Yeah . 

LI THGOW ••• every year at Ta rcutta . 

PARSONS One thing t h at 's worth ment ioning about wo men i n the Po lic e is 
the fact, I think that, ah, wives of Po lice were , the Polic e 
was a bit like t he Army I think and it was v ery male , not 
j ust the fac t that it was 99% of Police were male, but social 
life and everything sort of orient ed around, around the mal e, 
and I think women re a lly suffered a bit, ah, the wives of 
Po lic e suffered f r om the fact t hat they were sort of, um, 
were not really catered for i n te r ms of, ah, you know, what 
went on in terms of Po lice soc i al life excepting the odd Ball 
that t h e --- t h e annua l ball and the thing it su i ted t he 
Police to invite t heir wives a l ong to and a lot of t he ir 
socialising was very ma l e orientated I thi nk . 

LITHGOW Yes. 

PARSONS Tha t may sti l l be the case too, I don't know but, ah, I can 
remember my mother and other Policeman's wive s a nd that, 
friends of Mum and Dad they were a lways compla i ning about 
t hat sort of thing. 

CROMPTON I can't comment on that becau 8 c my wife will probab ly hear 
this tape afterw ards . 

PARSONS Well it was just , I had an uncle who wa s a Colonel i n t h e Army 
and in many resp ects the bloody Police wasn't a ll that much 
d ifferent you kn ow, its very ••• 

LITHGOW We l l I was a l ways s urprised, you know, my Dad was a lways a 
v ery gentle soul at home and, ah, you know, whenev er you went 
with him anywhere it was yes s i r, you know, and yes sir, so 
it'd come as a bit of a shock, you know , to think tha t the s e 
p eop l e stood t o at t e ntion and ••• 

CROMPTON How d i d you f ee l Doug being the son of someone who was saluted 
regularly? 

LI THGOW Well I just thought it was , it was just amazimg, I couldn ' t 
b e lieve it. 

CROMPTON Yeah. 

LITHGOW You know, just, i t c ame as a b i t of a shock, but um, oh you 
know, you just tried to 
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PARSONS It was t he typic a l, of the servic e type situation wasn't it . 

LITHGOW 

PARSONS 

CROMPTON 

PARSONS 

LITHGOW 

CROMPTON 

PARSONS 

Not look embarassed t hats all emb a rassed about it . 

You did as you're told 'cause I can remember the Constables 
sort of st anding at attention with my fathe r who was a mere 
Sergeant and same sort of, same sort of thing, yes Serge ant , 
no sergeant . 

We ll I r~ally, p e rsonally don't think its, um, like that , a 
Const able i f the Sup erintendent wa l ks downstairs, well wont 
snap _ to attent ion or anythi ng like that, but I knowm bot that 
I've been in that long but 15 years, ah, a s soon as a Super' 
comes ne a r me or somebody of Commissioned r a nk, stand, stand 
st i ll and stand u p right and acknowl e dge and, ah, ---

I wanted to correct something I said earlier about Dad being 
involved with the, the, ah, with the Police Association, he 
wa sn't involved a s a Commissioned Off icer because he was sti ll 
a Sergeant when in 1957, when he was President of t h e l ocal 
branch . 

Ri ght , yes, the Commissioned Office r s probably even in his t ime 
would h av e had a sepera te as s ociation . 

Yeah, I think the re was a Commissioned Officers f or the Police 
Union then, like in teaching, the I nspectors Institute, t h at, 
a h, t h ats somethin g I actually, you know, I'm v e ry active in 
my Union but, ah, I couldn't say I grew up in a f amily that 
was very Union minded , not tha t they we r e anti- union, but its 
just that, I wasn't even awar e tha t the Police association 
was a trade untion until I bec ame involved with the t eachers 
federation so I think it'd be fair to say that , it must have 
b een a very conservative union, my father to ok the view that, 
I think, that y ou know, you, you, we ll he didn't like a lot 
of the conditions but you, you had to accept it and that was 
part and parc el of being in the Po lice Force so I, I would 
imagine that the, it would n ot of, for the majority of Police 
p robably they wouldn't have be en very active i n the union and 
i t would have be en a, I, a union that I think, t hat was fair ly 
conservative. 

CROMPTON Yes. 

LITHGOW Yes. 

CROMPTON We , -,we consider that its still f a irly conservative a lthough 
it, its a hard working union but its probab l y conservat ive 
c ompaTed to most. 

LITHGOW I think though the main p roblem in Dad~ day wa s trying to get 
promotion by seniority, r ather than this, ah, just a h , of f t he 
cuff promotion and now wha t wa s the thing that was re a lly •• 

CROMPTON Merit, merit based promotion 

LITHGOW Yes, no, t hey wanted to get away, oh well, merit in inverted 
commas, you know, merit b a sed, ah, promotions n onsense , 
bec ause its , ah, usually merit for t hose peop le that have b een 
brought t o the notice, who count . 
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PARSONS I think, well I think Mackay killed the concept of merit based 
promotion . 

LITHGOW Yes. 

PARSONS Bec ause it wa s so scandalous but on the ot h e r hand, the fact, 
the fact that my • •• joined the Police six or seven years olde J 
t han most of the ot her pe ople in bis class meant that :he was 
denied any chance of ----

CROMPTON He wa s a t a re a l disadvantag e . 

PARSONS and he would have obviously made it, ah, without any trouble, 
and again it s eemed to me that ev en those who got to be 
Inspec tor; they, they would be a Sergeant for a lmost twenty, 
perhaps a third class f or 15 years, second class for 5 or 10 
years, third class, s orry first cla ss for a couple of years 
but then all the commissioned r anks would all, you might get 
thre e or four p r omotions in a couple of years, you get p eople 
sort of, they get Inspector 3rd class when they are 57 and 
then they might be a Superint endent third class when the y were 
fift', fift y nine perhaps. 

CROMPTON In readiness fo r retir eme nt . 

PARSONS Yeah. 

LITHGOW Yes , yes, i t s just like he admasters at schools, but, a h, 

PARSONS But I think after 59 y ou couldnrt actually get, accept 
promotion . 

LITHGOW - ---- well there was no doubt that Dad had a v ery i nt e resting 
life and loved every moment of it . 

CROMPTON Ye s . 

LITHGOW In the Police Forc e. 

CROMPTON Yes. 

LITHGOW But I only wish t hat I kept some of the storie s, I could 
remember t h em b e cause i t was a h -rays a laugh, you know. 

CROMPTON We've covere d so much. 

LITHGOW He was really a lways a , he was a, he was a fel low , he used 
to tell such, you know, stories , I can remember him telling 
a story about all h i s kids, you know, he's got two sets of 
t wins in t he f amily and 0ne in t he middle a n d he told thi s 
story to the, he must have b een skiting somewhere or other 

' over a beer or something and you know, about all bis kids 
b e ing born on the same day, you know, t wo sets of twins and 
five kids, so some bloke i n America got hold of this and, ah, 
you lmow was a lways writing letters trying to get , ah, cop ies, 
b e c ause he k ept the oddities . 

CROMPrroN Yeah, well, well I ' 11 finish t h is interview off, so t hanks ver: 
much to b oth of you. Its , its been a real p l easure, I, I 
wasn't sure how things would go. 

PARSONS No I wasn't e ither . 
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CROMPTON and its been great fun, so ••• 

LITHGOW Thanks a lot. 

CR01'1PTON So thank you. 


