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The Australian Agriculture Company was a major force in the development
and expansion of th Hunter Valley and the large estates under their control. In the
beginning they sought only to raise sheep for fine wool, the fleece to be returned
to the London Wool Exchange and sold to the various Woollen Mills around
England. Because the purchasing agent had chosen the wrong site for sheep, these
plans had later to be diversified. They tried to grow a variety of grain, none
proving too successful. It was their monopoly on coal mining in Newcastle, and
the buying and selling of other estates that gave the Company their ultimate
strength in this area up until 1985 when the Company sold its last interest in New
South Wales.

After the presentation of the Biggeg report in 1822 which was to encourage
settlement in N.S.W. the Australian Agriculture Company was formed in London
in April 1824. The Company was established by an Act of Parliament and Royal
Charter. It was capitalised to one million pounds ; the may'or shareholders
included the directors of the Bank of England, the East India Company and
members of Parliament. Robert Dawson, previously an agent to Lord Barrington
of Becket near Faringdon, was sent to New South Wales to choose a suitable site
for the Company's one million acre grant. The whole operation was a huge
undertaking which was to see many changes to the structure of the Company over
the next 160 odd years.

Robert Dawson after his appointment as The Australian Agriculture Company
agent in December 1824 and prior to his departure from England, went over to
France accompanied by H.T. Ebsworth (a London Clerk) and N.A. Nilson ( a
Consultant) to purchase some merino sheep, horned cattle and several horses to
take with them on the voyage to Australia. Twenty seven chosen men, along with
their wives and families, embarked on two ships "York and Brother." They
sailed from Plymouth in June 1825 arriving in Sydney in November 1825. After
their arrival, Robert Dawson was under immense pressure to choose the site and
get the Company's large operation under way. One of the most interesting
prospects was at Port Stephens, so Dawson sailed up the Coast on the ship "Lord
Liverpool"” in January 1826. He was very impressed with this area, particularly
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the waterways and their easy accessibility to and from the Port. He was so
influenced that he took the whole grant inland stretching from Port Stephen north
to the Manning River. He established the main settlement on the northern shores
of Port Stephens and named the village of Carrabean (in 1830 it was renamed
Carrington). This village was to see great changes over the oncoming years and
was used as the landing place for most all the immigrants arriving to live and
work in the area. Robert Dawson began to explore the land north. He had good
relations the local Aboriginal tribes, learning something of their language. He
used Aboriginal names, Karuah, Booral etc., although further north the dialect
for the Aborigines there was different, and they were not so friendly, so English
named places became Barrington, Stroud, Gloucester, and Lakes and Rivers:
Myall Lakes, Wallis Lake, Crawford River: names still surviving today. When
the Company saw the area was quite unsuitable for sheep, they experimented with
crops; wheat, maize, barley, and tobacco; even silk was experimented with.
These met with only limited success. The Colonial Company suspended Robert
Dawson who ,they rumoured was too extravagant, privately speculated in land
and stock and the biggest complaint, his choice of the Grant land was unsuitable.
Dawson returned to London and was soon followed by James Macarthur, both
explaining to the Directors the problems that faced the Company. They were
shocked at the prospect of losing their investment. It was decided a more senior
man, and a public figure should head the operations. Back at Port Stephens, John
Macarthur himself took on the job of Acting Agent, followed by the young
Edward Ebsworth, for a time.

It was Sir Edward Parry who the Company appointed Commissioner in June
1829. Coal was to be a major investment and the Company had tried
unsuccessfully the previous year to establish a "Coal Establishment." Assisted by
John Henderson, Henry Dangar, Doctor Nibet, Sir Edward Parry negotiated
again with the Governor and the Colonial Committee for the exchange of lands.
This enabled the Company to obtain an extra 2,000 acres Grant with the right to
mine coal at Newcastle. This was finally settled in August 1833 which also
included this Pastoral Grant; Western part of the original Port Stephens Estate;
the Liverpool Plains "Warra"; The Peel River, "Goonoo Goonoo." For the next
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31 years there were no other coal grants nor were convicts assigned to work coal
by the Governor; they had a "monopoly protection.”" Their new pit, A Pit, was
situated near the corner of modern King and Darby Streets. Coal was a huge
success for the Company and for the future development of Newcastle as a city.

When gold was discovered on the banks of the Peel River in 1852, not far
from Hanging Rock, the then Deputy Governor, A.W. Blane, notified London of
the find. Once the find was known, the Company's shares rose dramatically on
the London Stock Exchange. The Company quickly set about forming a new
Company separate from the A.A. Company. They purchased the Peel Estate and
renamed themselves the Peel River Land and Mineral Company. Many people
came into the area during the Gold Rush and a township had to be built. The
township of Goonoo Goonoo was built by 1,400 convicts and still exists today.
After the Gold Rush, the Company reverted back to pastoral holdings. It
remained so until May 1985, when the Company sold Goonoo Goonoo as a single
parcel of land and the other choice farming lots by sub-division, to end the A.A.
Company's holdings in New South Wales.

The A.A. Company did not always have success in their operations. At first
labour was supplied by convicts. Then it was realised that skilled tradesmen were
needed and they tried to entice men from the local areas. When that failed, they
imported workers from all over the British Isles, Germany, even China. They
came as shepherds, miners, colliers, labourers, blacksmiths, bricklayers,
carpenters and settlers, all to try their skills in a new country. The Company, as
well as the Colony, went through a period of great hardship; drought, economic
depression, scarcity of labour during the Gold Rushes years, strikes at the coal
mines in Newcastle. Their sheep were boiled down to make tallow. Prices
dropped for fat cattle. However, it was this coal interest that changed the face of
Newcastle. Land was sold locally, sub-divided into building blocks as the coal
mines closed. The Company's last pit was closed in 1916, and after 85 years the
A.A. Company ceased all coal operations in New South Wales.
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Buildings and relics of their past still remain in this area. Stroud is very
proud of their heritage even to the "wormary" where attempts for a silk industry
began. Karuah Valley and Booral including Booral House, churches and inns are
there to remind future generations of the Australian Agricultural Company's

development in those early days.
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INTERVIEWER:

Can you tell me whene you finét started wonking

MR EGGELTON:

VYes. T, my father was a railway man and he suggesied 2o me if 1
wish o go out oven the Blue Mountfaing Ttny to earn 4ome money by
taking drapery oven Zhere and selling them. He duggesdied he buy
a mofor car for ué and I had a mate that could daive and 1 was
only a young fellow then anyway away we wenil Zo a place over the
Blue Mountainéd a place call "Sunny Coaner" a place about 20-25
mifes This side of Bathursi and anyhow T weni there and went down
into the bush one day and 1 was talking te an old chap there and
he asked me my name s0 1 said Mick Eggelion was my name and he
dadd I am Paddg Banry he said would you have a Dad by the name of
Hanny Eggelton. 1 &sadld yes that's my father. Oh well  he sadid
I'm hié uncle., Well you see anyhow when we were Leaving he 4dadid
"I{ you don't want Zo go on any further with the drapery to come
backh and he'lf take me on as4 a share farmen. Anyhow I went backh
there and T was only 14 yeans old then, roughly nound about the
14 . So I waé share farming on potaioed, pead and Zuanips and
anyhow 1 could pfough when 1 went thene, 1 could plough when T
wad nine years old. Anyhow T was thene when the opening of Zhe
hanbounr bridge 1 Think that was 1932,

INTERVIEWER:

When did you {insi stant o wonk in this area

MR_EGGELTON:

Ves well 1 came Lo a Little place called Martinsville out {rom
Morisset and anyhow we wene tahen 2o fthe Waftagan Mountains by
bulloek wagon and we went info the Onfey Plantation - uh - we
were working with matlocks, axes, cleaning arocund Zhe pines. Now
we wonked Zthere for quite a Long Zime anyhow they suggest that on
they 4aid Zhe Pines were condemned 40 we went onto Zhe nroads
elearing from Martinsville to the Onley Plantation and anyhow we
got thai done and they ésent me {rom there Zo Crawfornd River nean
Bufahdelah, '

INTERVIEWER:

And where um did you continue with 2this wonrh

MR_EGGELTON:

We continued on the Crawford Rivexr maintaining old nroads and
things intfo the fornedtry therne and thats all we were doing on the
noads,



INTERVIEWER:

Going back 2o the Onley Plantation did you know when 2Lhat was
finst commenced.

MR_EGGELTON:

Ves wellf T think that was stanted In Wornld War One on after Wontd
War One they wanted pines, they wanied pines here in Audtralia 1
think to find out how they would grnow on the mountains. So some
0of the sofdiers that came back were working on Zhat mountain and
they got pined from ah I Zhink over in America and they brought
difderent classes of pines out here and ah thats how the pines
started on the Onley Plantation.

INTERVIEWER:

Vour wife has said she Lived all her Rife in thid4 area can you
tell me about hen eanly Life at Rosenthal.

MR_EGGELTON:

Well yes as far as T know they nun around in that area with
nothing else to do onfy home work helping their mothen. There
was nothing in Zthose days and those days you never seen a
vehicle only a honde and sulky or buggy go past those places
might be only once a day in Zhose days came caudse that's going
back 50 odd 60 yearns ago. They were neally old noads in those
days but anyhow that's nearly aboui as much as 1T can 2ell you
aboutz the wife sort of thing untilf 1 have o fet hea tell you the
nedl of Zhe yarn soxt of tﬂtng.

MRS_EGGELTON:

In 2the eanlfy days we had one &mall é4chool and it was taught by
one 4school feacher and Laught up until 6ih class., There was no
wonk for young people except for boys they wornked in mills and
bush wonk the only time 1 Lefl Rosenthal T went fo Sydney for 18
months during my stay thene my mothen became very ilL and T had
to nefunn home. My {inst car T can nemember waé a taxi a 4seven
deaten and then T was mannied. Ves on my wedding day T walked Zo
the chureh on a dint noad. Our Sunday schoof waé Zaught by
correspondence and my mothen wasé the teacher. Oun correspondence
once a month and had fo go to Sydney to be correeted. Well now
1'88 Let my husband tell you the res,

INTERVIEWER:

What was youn next fob affer you wene mannied Mr Eggelton

MR_EGGELTON:

Ves, well T decided 2o feave Zhe nroad work and 1 sadd fo the wife
I will go and have a go at the bush wonk. Anyhow we decided
agadn 2o go into the daw mills and I worked in saw mills foxr
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quite a good many years. And ah anyhow 1 was hit by a {litch of
Timbern and {t {rightened me and 1 decided fo go Lo the bush
again. Eh! 4in the bush wonk T got &ick and 1 had Rheumatodid
Arthnitis and that stopped the bush wonk and for 12 month ait home
with my wife Looking after me 1 thought T had fo do somefhing 4o
the man that T had been worhing fox in the budsh he Zold me have a
erack at the dainy, 40 he helped me out at the dailrying T 4TLEL
wasn't better &0 the children sfarted To do my work {for me, 40 1
wad much pleased on that and anyhow as things went afong 1 could
give Zhem a 4pell T went back ZLo LZ myself on Zhem 4inte <the
dainy. T mudét Tell you that when T was in the mitls, Wornld Wan 2
éﬁamted and T was exempi because T was a sawyer. So we did do
the UDC.

INTERVIEWER:

Now Mn Eggelton did you always farm after that
MR EGGELTON:

Ves yes T sent fo Booral that abour 1940. This propenty was
owned by the AA Company 4n the (irst place and anyhow people by
the name Loweds werne on that property foo when we went there. A
chap by the name of Anthur Ralph bought the place or paai of it
$0 1 share daired with him {on about 9 yeans Zhen he was nreal
dick and he decided to &sefl his pontion 40 he sofd i1 20 a chap
by the name of Les Savage eh! T still went on with catile and on
this place on this on Zhis ofd homestead Zherne was a church Jusi
built down below Lt. T2 was all sanddtone 4o ad yearns went along
they shifted the chunch 1 Lthink sLab by 4Lab Lo Boonal. lUm that
church 148 SLiLE standing and that i&¢ about a4 much ad T hrow
about the church buif anyhow back Zo the place again that Ma
Savage had4 bought we - we did cattle work there and 1 can't tell
oo much mene about that now only -

INTERVIEWER:

1 befieve thene {4 42ill an ofd homestead there on Booral House
propenty

MR _EGGELTON:

Ves yes that {4 the ofd homesfead from the AA Company bullt Zhere
forn some of Their men and At L8 sXLiLL standing and 14 a Lovely
old place fo watlk into eh! cause in those days they had gardens
and evenything efse anound <Lhe place which made 1t venry
comforntable but s£iLfL i{1& ZThere fon anybody to see and anyhow Mn
Savage decided Zo 4efl his pontion again 40 we decided o neiine
and T came down onto the Booraf - Buchketts (Way Read and 1
netined,

INTERVIEWER:

Mv Eggelton waén't able fo Zell me anylhing funther about the AA
Company and 1 was able Zo Locafe his previous boss Mr Les Savage
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and he has consented to glive me a furthen internview about the AA
Company. Mn Savage T wonder if you could Zell me what you know
of the AA Company.

MR _SAVAGE:

Eh! ad far as T know they were formed by English interestd in
about 1820 or T've always had the 4idea that Macanthuan waé
indtrumental in that and the ground work was done whife he was in
England and banished by BLigh 1 could be wrong in thai. Anyway
they first came to NSW Zo select 1 million acres 2o prdmarily 2o
ralée sheep a4 1 wundenstand, Whern you deal with Land 4in
Newcadtle nearly all the old system title deed staxt off with AA
Company grant of 1 mifllion. It was a bad choice f{rom an
agrniculture point of view, because the Land they chose of
Newcastle nonth was simply noil sheep couniry eh! 40 they um came
to Pont Siephens Lo Tahlfee and Carnington and established
headquantens thene 1 think they call their manager they call him
The Superinfendent and they did o until fust a few years ago.
The next place they buili very shontly afierwards was Booral
House which L& a few miles up the Kanuah River and shontly afien
that the managen's nedidence was at Stroud. 1 think that was as
far as they went in that reglon. Subsequently zhey Took up on
part of thein estate may have been cleared but 1T nrather Zhink
that it was a new area bui they took up and they shifted Zhedinr
openations out to eh near Tamworth now what waé the name of that
place yed they shifted thelr operations out to Goonoco Goonoo nean
Tamwonth which was a much betften site and their propenty assumed
the propontion of a town they had a church and many buildings
thene, Goonoo Goonoo wad only 4sold fusi a few yearns ago, T've
also &inuck them all in a propernty up nonth in Queensland whene
they have quite a few of these lange pastonal holdings, they anre
stiRL going incidentally and that was called Rothan Park Lt was a
place abouir 4 miflion acnes where they nraise cattle, venry
profitable and well run entenpride

Noew 4in Newecastle hene fhey got inteo coal mining and established
an office down a? Merewether Streef and {t's &2iLL fthene and now
is Fanny's Restaurant and quite a nice building, During the wan
yeand they 42ill  had old 4tyle clenhs sitiing Zhere on high
4tools with green eye-shades wrniting with pen and ink and zhat's
all gone now of courde, but Lthey goi into coal mining in NSW and
manage to gei {i, must have been nound about 1846-47 somewhere in
that peniod getting a monopoly on coal mining in NSW 4someZhing
that the people very much resented, but neventheleds they held it
forn quite awhile then they had an argument with Rev L Threlkeld
gfon example at Belmont the (ellow that started the [inst
Abordginal mlssion thene. He had started a coal mine at Coal
Point in Newcastle called Ebenezer Colfieny and AA Company Zaied
to have him 4lopped because of their monopoly but he'd been
granted his "nights" six monthés before the AA Company got Zhedins,
40 he was able fo caxny on.

Then in about somewhene about the mid 1850'4 two brother John and
Alexanden Brown éfanted a mining coal at Four Mile Creekh in Easl
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Madtland and they challenge the authority of the AA Company Zfo
stop them doing 40 thene waé such a publle oufeny that 2zhe
Govennmeni had to suppori the Browns against the AA Company and
40 the AA Company Losi Zhein monopoly and that was4 the beginning
of JEA Brnown the gneat probably Zhe fanrgest coal mining Company
we have {n this region.

" INTERVTIEWER:

Vou owned Bowrnal er Booral House T wonden Lf you could ztell me
some histony that you may hnow of in thai anrea

MR_SAVAGE:

Ves the house wad built in a beauiiful Location alongéside zthe
Kanuah River fust where it goes thrnough napids and becomes
fresh. 1t's a Lovely valley facing norih and neinfoncing Zhe
fikehood of Macanthun's interedst in the Company in fact the house
very &simifan to ELLzabeth Faam in fact it wad designed by John
Vernge the anchiteci who designed Elizabeth Farm it was designed
on much the same architectual plan and all the details of Zhe
foineny anre the same ad in Eflzabeth Faam. 1£Z had anoihen wing
on ai one time thai's 4ince didappeared and zthe convicts have
dug a well, Lneredible depth through this rock, hard rock, with
this big crow-bar, which 1 found down the well, and thexe ane
conviet's graves there that you can see, outlined, particulantly
dn dry penliods, bul by a Lange LT'4 a houde built of rendered
brick to be in todays teams round about 15-18 4dquares 4somewhene
about that area. Beautifully appointed place., In {act the
finst occupant of 4Lt was - goi himsel{ into hot water over the
quality of the house, The company or 4ome membené of the company
were of the opinion Zhe houde was farn too opulent for what LZ was
intended fonx. 1 2hink that was Thomas Layman, no, James
Ebswonth, T'm sorny, who came out from England. with his new
bride and zZhein {ixat child was boxn in the houde. Just down
stneam from it thene's a whanf a stone whanf{ hknown a4 Booral
Whanf, this wharf is in remankably good shape if's a very Lange
strnucture and extrnemefy well built, {2's veny high and musi be 20
ft high and 60 f% long and Lt wasé buili by the ecompany and 1
believe around about The 1830'4/1840 but it must be 4till a4 good
to-day as the day Lt was bullt and iZ wads used 2o carry a Lot of
goodd up 2o the Pont Stephens arnea becausde it was fust at Zthe
Cimit of navigation of the Kanuah River about a mile below Booral
Houde and T've heard fell there used Zo be a railway actually
ran down 2o it thene {4 cextainly &sign of dtone-pitehed
embankments there where there's been quite a noad going down
along side the nivern fo this whanf{ and heading noxnth.

A4 to wheihen the Company L4 41Zi8L in existence or not I'm not
sune, T know that in Later years they concenizated on calile,
particularfy 4in the tropical nonth of Australia they have done
that wveny well they have got that well orgainzed and they have
been veny very profitable. A4 to whether they 42iff exis? on not
I'm not 4ure becausde I nememben neading, with nregret aboutr 3
yeards ago that agnother Company was making a fake-over offer fon
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them 1 neallfy hope it didn't come of{ because they 've been a
greai fonce for the good T think In Australia, Thank you.
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Summary of Interviews
With Early Settlers in the Bulahdelah District
And the Australian Agriculture Company

Arthur Eggelton, like so many other men during and after the
Depression years, sought employment in any job offered. Men
would go anywhere and do anything for work. Cities had little to
offer for the huge number of men who were unemployed during those
years. Some men like Mr Eggelton tried their luck in country
areas.

Many schemes and ideas were experimented with to give employment,
especially to those men who had returned from the First World
War. One such a scheme instituted by the Forestry Commission in
1921 was a plantation devised for the cultivation and growing of
slash-pine trees, which had been bought from America for the
experiment. Onley Plantation was one of them on the Waddigan
Mountains and covered 2,000 acres. Men were taken to the Onley
Plantation from Martinsville near Morisset by the only form of
transportation, bullock wagon. These unskilled workers cleared
areas between the trees to keep the undergrowth down and to make
fire-breaks.

Onley Plantation by 1935 was declared inviable and closed. One
of the many problems was that the native hardwood trees grew
through and destroyed the imported trees. Men had worked on the
roads to help the logged trees to be brought down to the saw
mills or to the rivers for transportation elsewhere. Some of
these men stayed in the area to help build roads to open up that
area more eg. Crawford River Road, while others filled trees, or
worked in the saw mills. A few worked on the farms, especially
dairy farms. Some married and settled in the area.

There was no work for women in the bush except to help their
mothers in housework or go into domestic service. Children only
went to school wuntil ©6th <class. Up wuntil 1938 the only
transportation was by horse or horse and buggy in the Bulahdelah
area. Roads were bad and unsealed.

People survived and as time went on work was easier to get and
the area progressed as it is to-day.

PART 2 A.A. COMPANY

The Australian Agriculture Company was formed in London in April
1924. The shareholders included members of the British
Parliament, directors of the East India Company and the Bank of
England. The company was granted 1 million acres in New South
Wales. This purpose was to raise fine-wooled sheep with their
fleece being sold on the London Market. Once the land was
purchased, the first colony was set up at Carrington, Port
Stephens in January 1826. This estate covered almost 500 000
acres and extended as for north as Taree. This countryside
proved unsuitable for sheep raising, so other ventures were
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tried; growing of wheat, maize, barley and tobacco - even silk
was experimented with. None of these ventures proved sucessful.
Later other estates were purchased including, MWalla (on the
Liverpool Plains) and the Peel River Estate. When gold was
discovered near the Peel River at Tamworth the A.A. Company
formed another company in 1853 named the Peel River Land and
Mineral Company. This grant of land was 313 000 acres and became
known as Goonoo Goonoo. Goonoo Goonoo was still owned by the
A.A. Company until sold in July 1985. A.A. Comapany also took
over coal production in Newcastle 1828.

Over the years the A.A. Company sold off lands by sub-division to
smaller hnoldings. On one of these estates in Booral stands a
lovely old homestead 'Booral House', which is situated on the
eastern bank of the Karuah River. Booral House was first
occupied by James Ebsworth, acting Superintendent for the A.A.
Company and later by William Blane. Convict labour erected
Booral House in 1831. It was a showplace, a majestic homestead
with spacious gardens and much the envy of if the other officers
in the company. After years of neglect the present owners have
done much to restore this historical home to its rightful place.
Les Savage owned Booral House for many years and sold it only
recently, to another member of his family. A mile south from
Booral 1is Booral Wharf, a huge stone structure which was
originally erected on that site because of steep banks and
especially deep water for the ships to dock, so they could
transport stock and goods to and from Port Stephens.
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