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Oll\L lll S'l'(\ I!\' l ;11Wll~N'l' 1\llY ~11113. J{ 1\Tl I !3'J~g1 11 ;\ H'I.' . 

J\athlr~en fl L\~\1' 111·1 i s (.y pi ea l or 111uny women of h e l' tinH~i E>he trainerl mainly 

for U1e s ing le: Ji Fe. On g·fli11 i r1g ncri1lemic excellence with prospects of n lwiJl font 

cnre e1· ,c;he 1.nli11r1l 1dtl1 n11 l t1rnl nnn wilJing anticipation to marriage ann fomil.y 

life. J:i'rum F'1d 1n1;1r:r , l!J·I! ) , fo 1· ove r nineteen years she remilined within the priva i 1 

sphere ns wi fe n11 d 111n ll 11.1· 1 cll u1·clt anti community wo1•ker. Eventually when Jler young• 

child wa fl i.n sec nntl n r~ school s he felt tl1e limitiltions of. her mining co111111unity tir10 

acceptcrl part t;i111 r. 1 I.h en full Li mo t.eaching nt th<,i Nell'castle Grammar Schoo] for 

Girls , 1~ho 1• e s h e boc11 11111 Jle<ulm i. s b ·cas from :1968 to 197G. 

i\ pof1t.111n s t. e 1• 1s rl n 11g hLcr , J<;1Lh was !Jorn in lfar~ick 1 queenslancl in 1912. She wa: 

the yctUll g'!H~1. i 11 n f lllll i J y ('If ne ven girls. lier eldest i:::ister Wll$ tW-ehty two years 

olrler urnl 1 li n s i 1=d. r. r nr.id i o h e r 1~ n s seven year~ hor senior. Perhaps it was in th · 

c n1· ly yo n1·H, 11·.i.t ll lic 1 ~d!-l l l:? l 'Fi m ·ou 11 cl hcr 1 that she learnt t o identify cornfo1·tably 

11'ith in til e r1~11m I !:! o n vi 1·011m e nt. Lhat wu!S to be so much of her profossiona 1 experienc • 

Il e r pat•ent.s 11111luni l". r111rl tl1 e ,11nl. e 11tinl that was to blossom early in her academic li [ · 

arid oes 1d l e r!o11r4 lil erilfilri fl11n n c l a J r.;<1cri.flce sent her 'lo tbe Drisbane Girls Grflmmn1 

School. 

Fo1lowfog her r n llrn 1·1R rleath Kath, nt the nge of tldrt1~en years , worked hard t • 

gai.ll one o f tlw ('Mc111. y five 1 ~n ecm.;lanc1 Open Schol.arshj pa avai l ahle at the time. 

This 1Hi s her on .ly op11or l: 1111it~1 ro:r :r11.rt twr education. In 1930 she entered the 

qiiee ns l<HHl l l ni v r ~ 1 ·:od ty w j t.h fre0 t.11ition and twenty six 1,;rounds n year for living 

ullownnc:cR. 

Li fo on cn1np111=; wn~ nc::i rl emicn l ly ~ml socially satisfying. She studieo EngJ ish 

honour~ , t he CJns si ca nnrl llis tory, while also involving herself in mu.sic , drama ancl 

spot' ·t. Deep] ~· c o 111111 i t ·h .:rl lo the fitudent Christian Movement she gainerl friendships 

which WIH'Cl Lo 1ns 1. t\ 1 i f eUmo. It was ''a liberating time of life and something J 
1~011ln ne ver hn ve rl o n G without." She met her future husband at1<l the t wo planned to 

mnrry on hiH 1•e L11rn rroni post grnduate ovel"seas studies. S ix ycurs later, after 

tenching in t h e intl e pcml e nt g ids schools of llerberton 1 Warwick anrl Toowoornba, she 

se t a s idf1 11 01· p r 1l fcsAio11 . 't'llo 1m.settler1 war years folloh'ed, then in 19'17 they 

moved io 1.IH~ New .S11u t h \fo l. ca CoA.lfield~ for f11rther experience in Coal l1esenrch. 

Life Jn 1.hc con l 11d11l.nc; t.n1mships of Kurri Kurri and \~eston were special and 

unique. 1'lle c om11111ni ti es wer~ r o111inj scent of their Welsh and Dri t i:sh origins . 

l\lns hi p he t-ween th e mine r s nncl the miners families; the temr10 and simplicity of th 

lifest y le; the s iwcrn o' clock morning whistle; a.nd the "push bikes" wendjng their,.," 

hnck t h r ough t he st1·c<.~ t a in 11d cl-n'fternoon 1 spoke of a community s e1mrAte anrl rli ff<' 

to the buBtl e ctr e it.)' Ji re . lh ith li vetl and moved in Church an rt Colllmlln ity until 111 

·1nsn wi th su 111 ~ tr-cp icla t.10 11 ~ho 111oved back into her former r~~ithin th e femnJ ~ 
i ncl e pendent. RC IHJll 1 :;ys tem . ) 
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llelntin1; to g l1·IR i ,c; wll n l l~n ~h hn A nl1~Ays lrnown. She soon settled in, enjoying 

the clln1lenge of 1'hP. toto l flt:: liool expt' t ·lcncc~. lier early educAlJ.nn in Queensland 

helped h~r to itlcnl.lry 11•Hlt i i:;olnt.ctl families seeking ;:i goocl e<lucation for their 

daughters. l ier philnm1 phy 1vn1i (nnc\ s ( ill is) that whe l'e possjb]e glrls should 

t•emt1.in a.t home. ll c 11r ~ fl ::; in ln ntl :;;chon] s improved und numbens decreased it \\'as 

not dirfic11l l fop ll c 1· aR ll~i1cl111l1;. t.reic.s tu ai.:cort the closure of the Uoapdjng .';;c hool 

after mo re thun fi.rt .. l' yen 1·s . 

Kn th Wt1 B llOVcr Hmh i \. io11s l'o I' Ll>o hendshi r1 0 r the scltoo] i regarding it aa a 

response to ne c rl 1nLl1c r t.1 1'111 n 1•101'e:H·donul promotion. Yet w:lth it cnme sAtisrnct lon 

und chAJ 1enge at n 1 l111c C>f c h1111r;n nml mocierniziliion at school and state level. 

J mportnnt. new buildingH wo 1·e ildd cd 1hrong h government fund:l.ng. Iler lovo for the 

arts and cluAsic::: 111atlc I he 'l'y ri'<.!l 1 1.ll1rnry of greut significi111ce. The introduction 

of the School 1111tl lli ghc1• fir. l! no l Cc 1·Urlrtt l.os brought the s nt i sfactlon of seeing her 

school take lti;; J J l nc~ n11u111g I Il e LlcLl(·r ncaclemic schools of the nrea. 'l'hc importunce 

of cummunity intcru c l io11 ll11 ·011~h rla l1n l l.ng nncl snorting activities wns a pel'sonal 

nchieveincnt: nnd he1· i 1Hnl v cn1<~11t n l ~:omnnmity level on the Bonnl of t he College of 

Athnnced Etluc ui. i nn i :.; i111lirn l h •c uf I H~ I ' committmcnt to the wideP conuuunity. 

Roth ll Of'FI not. B PC 11 0 1· t11 •o r1~Lm i o11nl o piuions us unrlerrnted but she doc~ accept 

that t.hero was prc J111.li c:c ngn .ins t 1~nm e n in tile pas t. She SAW her fully male School 

Counc:i 1 houc5i eno1 1~h t <i t-t f riwl ag·n i nf'! t he r' , yet tweparetl to ncccpt her personal 

level of exporl.i se. Af' o ne 11 r I \l' O '"OmP.n on the College of i\dvunced l~1li1cat ion Council 

she bolinves 11 a hc Wil!-l 11 cc1:q1 Lnrl n8 :i pc• 1· i:m n, 11ot 11 female person 11 , un<l her opJnions 

valued becnuse of htn- ycn t'fl rd' 1~xperi<o'l1C(), She believes tha t won1011 in erlucution 

lrnvo ohirnys IJocn r1c kn11wl udg1:1I, IJ11t 1wl s11JCicion~ly accept.ed as capable of tnlcing 

senior nnli nclminl~ I rnt i vc po~ i I inns. Ch ;1 11ge h<1s come grndual ly over fol'ty or fifty 

years una 11 11 Ce rot• WOlllell i ::i 11 011 11111cli more f luifl," especinJly with young 111en being 

more 1'111Ling to pl uy thcjr part. i n Ili c r e aring of children. This lrns 1111:Hle it 

possible to colllbinc a u <1cnde111i c cn1'<'<'J' id.th n homo anrl fnmtly. Ji'o1· ho1· oll'n n~rt j 

$he is cautio11B l es t cil ll tlre11 lie nelt l ect.e rl for the sake of personal ambition. J\s 

a wire, motlwr, untl wo 11111n C'tl11 c:11f or 1 lj fe hafl ue c n rlifficult ut times, but s he i s 

s ntlsfictl with h u 1· ~ lory. 



'rhlG l s n11inlon i r!ll' 1~ ilh ~Ir· .... Knl:.hl.nen Ste1~art recorded on 26th :;eptember, 

198G . ~Ir ::;. '1t.r.1n1rl Wll R r11 1·1111•1• l y th ~) Jlef\ ilmistress of lhc Nf'1~ct11=1tle Church of 

~nglanrl Gir l s t"il'rllllllHll' •1il'11nol f1·om inicl 1968 to necetnber, 1976 1 when the school 

was removr.!11 f1· n10 1l l11l'r fln 11 r·o 11l. r 11l :ind incor11orated i nto the Pittwater llo use 

Schno l a ft1r hn lli girl s n 11 1l lilly :=; . 

I<at h, h·hci·e wc i·e yo11 h11r11 11rnl ll'h111. u.1:0 your most e;:irly memories? 

\Vlrnt were t h e ::;tcp.c; Lhrd, l ed yn 11 Ln University? 

li'hut 0A p1.:1c t:f4 o r l h1 i ve 1 · ~ ; il,v ti r.-~ 1~0 1·0 most significant for you? 

Mrn.L 11· 1~rc j'(lll l' 11111 "1~11 1. n ' n111l l'i I i 1111 s f'nl' you in term$ of 111e1r1•lnge or o career? 

You ll'<H' C "in the CnnlfiPltlA l'o!' Ac·•·c~ntecn yea.rs . Perhup~ y n11 co11ld explnin the 

most Rigni riennl. pffcc l ri I hof'r' ~-enrR h<Hl for you ns a Uni\·c rslty grad\1a t.c, and 

a curcer WOlll i\ n . 

The steps t.Jia L l rnl y1111 I n l.l tt' Nc11·costle Grammnr School.'? 

\\'lmt ll'e 1 ·<~ yo \Jr 111H i 11 n r.lii t! "1' 111<'11 t s n I' l11c klc liool? 

'l'he c los ing of t he 110111·111 nl) llchonl 1H1s the end of an era . h'h at led t o this 

importunt s t e p aft or JI rLJ yer1rf1 o r bonrding1 ancl \vhnt was the ~igrtificance for you? 

There lttU8 t l\ ( S n h flVC? IH•t"ll rl i ff i c.i ll.lcs ror yo u as l.Je inp; w]Ce :ind inother, nn<l 

llea<lm i At rcsfl'! 

Even thou~h ld t:d.ol'.it•n I ly yn11r working c;.1 r ee r wa s very recent . Din you see 

at fficul I i l'S in .}'t>Ul' rn I c il l'; :i W(llllHJI ed uc;1tor? 

;\nu fi11111l r l noh i ng hoch rlYl'I ' 1-1 1j fo time ; what do you beHevo n1·e the mo s t 

sig1dfi cn11I. c: h11ng1m I.h i! (. huv e occu i ·:recl {n t he gr owi ng t•ole of NOt11e 11 in erlucnt ion; 

and in nor; i c t.y '? 


