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I(H?.\L HISTORY  COMMENTARY = _MIts. KATH STEWART.

Kathleen Slewarlt is typical of many women of her time; she trained mainly
far the single 1ife. On paining academic excellence with prospects of a brilliant
career she trained with naloral and willing anticipation to marriage and family
life. TProm Pehruary, 04}, for over nineteen years she remained within the privat
sphere as wile and mother, chureh and community worker. Lventually when her young
child was in secnndary school she Felt the limitations of her mining community and
accepted part time, then full time teaching at the Newcastle Grammar School for
Girls, where she became Headmistress from 1968 to 1976G.

A postmaster's daughter, Kath was born in Warﬁick, (ueensland in 1912, She wa
the youngest in a fimily of seven girls. Her eldest sister was twenty two years
older and the sislee nexl Lo her was seven years her senior. Perhaps it was in the
garly years, wilh herv sisters around her, that she learnt to identify comfortably
within the female enviromnment (hat was to be so much of her professional experienc
Ner parents uniderstond the potential that was to blessom early in her academic 1if
and despite considerahle finoncial sacrifice sent her to the Brisbane Girles Gramma
School.

Following her falher's death Kath, at the age of thirtcen years, worked hard t
gain one of the twenty five Uueensland Open Scholarships available at the time,
This was her only opportunity for Curther education. In 1930 she entered the
Hueensland Vniversity with Free tuition and twenty six pounds a year for living
allovances.

Life on eampus wasg academically and socially satisfying. She studied Inglish
honours, the Classics and llistory, while also invelving herself in music,drama and
sport. Deeply committed to the Student Christiaﬁ Movement she gained Ffriendships
which were to last a lifetime. It was "a liberating time of life and something |}
would never have done without."” She met her future husband and the two planned to
marry on his return [rom post praduate overseas studies. 85ix years later, after
teaching in the independent girls schools of llerberton, Warwick and Toowoomba, she
set aside her profession. The unsettiled war years followed, then in 1947 they
moved to the New South Wales Coalfields for further experience in Coal [esearch.

Life in the coal mining townships of Kurri Kurri and Weston were special and
unique. The communities were reminiscent of their VWelsh and British origins.
Kinship between the miners and the miners families; the tempo and simplicity of th
lifestyle; the seven o'elock morning whistle; and the '"push bikes" wending their v
back through the streets in mid-afternoon, spoke of a community separate and diffe
to the bustle of eity life. Kath lived and moved in Church and Community until inp
1959 with some trepidalion =he moved back into her former EETE“mmithin the female

independent school syvestem.
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Kelating to givls is what Kath has always known. She soon settled in, enjoying
the challenge of the 1otal school experience. ler early education in Queensland
helped her to idenlify with isolated families seeking a good education for their
daughters. ler philasophy was (and still is) that where possible girls should
remain at home. llence as inland schools improved and numbers decreased it was
not difficult for her as Headmistress to accept the closure of the Boarding School
after more than (ifty years.

Kath was never ambilions for the headship of the school; regarding it as a
response to need vather thon n professional promotion. Yet with it came satisflaction
and challenge at a time of change and modernization at school and state level.
Important new buildings were added throvgh government funding. ler love for the
arts and classics nade the Tyrrell Library of great significance. The introduction
of the School and Higher School Cerlificntes brought the satisfaction of seeing her
school take its place among the betler academic schools of the area. The importance
of community interaction thvough debaling and sporting activities was a personal
achievement and her involvement af community level on the Board of the College of
Advanced Bducation is indicative of her committment to the wider community.

Kath does not see her professional opinions as underrated but she does accept
that there was prejudice agninst wemen in the past. She saw her fully male School
Council honest epoupgh Lo stond agninst her, yet prepared to accept her personal
level of expertise. As one of two women on the College of Advanced Fducation Council
she believes "she wins nccoptod as o person, not a female person', and her opinions
valued because of her years ol experience. She believes that women in education
have always been acknowledged, but not sufficiently accepted as capable of taking
senior and administrative positions. Change has come gradually over forty or fifty
years and "life for women is now much more fluid," especially with young men being
more willing to play their part in the rearing of children. This has made it
possible to combine an academic career with a home and family. Ior her own part;
she is cautious lest children be neglected for the sake of personal ambition. As
a wife, mother, and woman educpntor, life has been difficult at times, but she is

satisfied with her story.



OUEST TONS

INTRODUCTION -

This is an interview with Mra. Kathleen Stewart recorded on 26th September,
1986, Mrs. Stewart was formerly the lleadmistress of the Newcastle Church of
England Girls fGrammar School From mid 1968 to December, 1976, when the school
was removed [rom diocesan control and incorporated into the Pittwater llouse
Schools for holh girls and boys.

Kath, where were you horn and what are your most early memories?

What were the steps thol led you to University?

What aspects of Universily life were most significant for you?

What were your parepls' ambitions for you in terms of marriage or a career?

You were in the Conlfielda for seventeen years. Perhaps yon could explain the
mosl significanl elfecls (hose years had for you as a University graduate, and

& career woman.
The steps that led you Lo the NHewcastle Grammar School?
What were your main achievements at the school?

The closing of the Bosrding School was the end of an era, What led to this

important step after fifly years of boarding, and what was the sipgnilicance for you?

There must nlso have been difCicallies Tor you as being wife and mother, and

Headmistress?

Even though hislorically your working career was very recent. Did you see

difficulties in your role as a woman educator?

And Linally laoking haele over a 1ife time; what do you believe are the most
gignificant changes (hat have oceurred in the growing role of women in education;

and in society?



