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ONAL HISTORY
ol

MRS, ALICE ELLIS.
interyiewed
170 Septenber, 1906,

Mrs, Alice Vievtorin £11is was born on the 17th November, 1097 at
Lobbs llole, New South Wales, the sixth child of Thomas and Agnes Eldridge.
Alice's mother Agunes, hind heen the daughter of a comfortable sheep property
owner, where with Ler cight brothers and sisters she had led on sctive life
shaving the work load of cooking, cleaning, laundry and gtneral hand,

Alice believes her mother sulferved considerable disenchantment after her
marriage as she holieved Thomas Lo be in a secure joh., After a big wedding
Agnes discovered Thomas was o wsovker at a big mine at Kiandrn.,  lere many
English and Chinese immigrants lived in miserable conditions trying to eke
out a living while enduving bmpoverished living conditions, Recollections
of anti~Chinese feeling resulting in killing also creeps into Alice's stovy,
When the mine ran out of producti on, these immigrants were stranded poverty
stricken in a foreign land,  Alice®s first memories are of her mother living
in a house at Lobhs Hole desperately struggling to feed herself and her children
on a subsistevee income, while hei husband lived near the mine at Kiandra,
When this mine failed Thowns Cound work as a f rm labourer, veturning to the
worked out mine with his mates whonever the opportunity arose, Even #s 2
farm labourer he did wob live with his family,  His [leeting fortnightly
visits home seemed Lo yield 1itlle except an additional child accenssionnlly,
Litereby increasing tive burden an Agues.  Alice believes In fact that Agnes
antd Thomns Yived most of thelr warried 1ife in this manner; Thomag away at
work while dgoes trod the Lreadiill of eleaning, providing and caring for

the ehildreon,

AMice's ehildhood e et o veflect Agnes® concrin with survival,
puricined by childlike sranks aed frars, disciplined by Agnes's tall and stately
figure presiding over her corvect table where bibfh\<:;jing concluded the
evening meals,  Their food sunplies of flour, sugnruub tea were collected
from Kiapdra by Agnes.  Leaving tie childien in the core of 2 relative, she
would ride one horse ond 1ead another nlong the sometimes treiacherous path,
Some hills cansed Agnes to dismount and walk the horses around the most
dangerons precipices,  With cach order come 2 large bag of boiled and
converstaion lallins: o token of good will from the store kvcnér. This trip
would involve -an entive day, Loiled pudiings werve a favourite as they wers
economical and filling, and the Lread was all home made. Jellies were sel
by ever so gently climbing up the side of the water tank and lowering the
mould into the wotev,  This was retrieved by scooping the floating jelly
out with a bucket and it was heaven help the child who lost the jelly.

A creek ran ¢lose by which provided water for o very large vegeiable garden,
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Buckets were made Crom kecosine drums; one drom cut in hall made two child
sizp bucheis., Large Ling which onee contained the rare luxury of fruit,
made excellent dippers.,  Aliee's brothers made and atiached the handles,
These implemeits were used Lo ecort Lhe water for Lthe vegetable garden,

This work wns bolh heavy and hazardous as one day a black snake wrapped itself
around the log of Alice’s sister. Hearing her secrveams and seeing the snake,
Agnes ﬁr”PFPﬂ-t“F child tn stay still,  Eventually the shake unwrapped itself
and slid away while the ehild, Alice vemembers with 2 twinkle in her eye, was
not. much help [or the rest ol Lhe day. Rabbits were also part of tine steple diel,
Alice would take ler Lraps oul and seb them late in the evening, returning
with a kerosine lamp ot 8,30 p.m. Often this yielded three or four rabbits,
before the traps were resel ogain.,  One night as Alice was resetting a L ap

a kangaroo jumped over her, Startled and scarrd she lost the lamp and had to
grope her way home in the dark, Uer wother, enquiring where the lamp was upon
her return thought it very amuzing when informed

"the damned kenggroo got it.”

Alice had to retwrn next merning and find it, Besides making rabbit stew,

the rabbit skins were deied on wice Lhe shape and size of an enormous hairpin,
Alice sold these [or one shilling. Turkeys provided Lhe egg supply plus
poultry for some menls, while goats provided the milk, Each gont had a bell
around it's neeck to ennble it's owner to find it.  After school the children
had to bring the goats home. Mice recalls the children were very like
mountain gonts themselves o5 the goals stayed where they were found and the
ciildren had to scale some high places to herd them home. Sometimes thay
would not return till neavly dark.,  Their mother would often be out looking
for Lhem, She kept o Iarge bell in ease any child beeame lost; the sound of
the bell eould lead theom home. Alice ennnot recall geliing lost. There

was always someone selling Cish cought in the river ot Lobb's Ilole and corn
meat which was far too salty, came [rom Agnes® father, till he died.

The lighting in the house was candles initially which were replaced by kerosine
lamps, Beds were wooden hunks made hy Thomas, with chopped up corn husks in
bags, used as matiresses,  Hessian took the place of blankets.  Alice remembers
the strong Smell of the corn hushks when two or Lhree beds were in the ane room.
When # wooden slal broke, Agnes wis Lhe one who would repair it, Agnes also
make the childven's elothes; underwear was made out of flour bags. Other
clothes were made out of & stronyg cheap materinl and for best the girls
veceived a red twill dress, I'his was kept clean and lasted [or years. \\K\\J!K
Alice hated jt, '

Ihe one teacher, fifteen pupil school was approximately a twenty minnte
walk For the Eldridge children, Alice's first tencher wos a man who didn®L
like Lobhs lole so left and his replacement was a woman.,  Slates and cholk
(later slate pencils) were limited because everything was rubbed out, thereby
pleeing great demands wpon a ehild®s memory, Arithmetie sums, lor examplo,
were written on the hlackboard of a worning; if these were not finished nt
senool, the cudild had to remepnrr them and complele Lhem ot home,

b
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Alice was labelled o dunee by her teacher (whose Fface is indelibly etched in
Alice's memory while the name ecludes her),  Whether Alice was labelled &
dunce becuuse her memory failed the slate board system we will never know,
however labelled she was and stood behind the bLlackbosard, One day the teacher
decided that Alice's time conld be more productively spent so armed her with a
matchbox omd sent her in scorch of manna, Manna was small white lumps of dried
blassom thal Fell from o eectnin iype of tree and was delicious to eat,
Possessing o lively sense of humour, an unkind feeling toward her teacher,
and the opportunity, Alice Filled the matchbox with a mixture of manna and
the white part of birvd droppings, The test came in the tasting and the
daintiness which the Leacher employed in savouring the 'manna® quickly turned
to hostility as she applicd three "cuts® (sharp slaps) to the incorrigible
Alice, Hhen Alice told her mother the teacher said she was a dunce, her mother
werely replied
"Well so you are,”
The journey home from school was Filled with its own delights, The Eldridge's
neighbour had in ovehovd of fruil trees with a fence,that any child could climh
Lthrough, as protecLion, [t wns peach season; to dangle such a delicacy in
Cront of hungry children scemed to invite Lrespassers,  Alice was up the tree
with peach In hand when the orchiard's protector fived the salt peter. Unharmed
but mobilized by the sting (as it stung and smavted badly) Alice dropped the
peach amd scompered home, Lhe orehard protector and owner followed with a
bucket of peaches in hand and an explanation for Agnes. The children hy
climbing the Lrees were breaking the branches. If they only asked he wounld
give them a peach, lle left the peaches as a gift, and left Alice to receive
further punishment from Agnes.  The peach supply was also banned, This was
the mode of Alice's childhood spent in & small house which consisted of a
kitchen and n couple of bedrooms.,  Agnes kept the earthen [loors swent with
brooms she made hevspll Cor made by the young children) out of grasses or a
particular shrub. Ench branch of the shrub cut to ensure a firm even broom.
When Alice was about twelve years old two things happened that altered her
life. fler father Lad received an injury which, although minor, resulted in
blood poisoning. By the time he was brought home to Agnes, Thomas was seriously
i11; lackina the medical knowledyje we have now, it was only » matter of weeks
before he died., The secan! ocenvvence was that Aliee went to live with Agnes'
slater Sarah Mackay,  Saruh's husbund owned an hotel in Adaminaby plus @ big
sheep statiog <lu o0 cight bedroom homestead on it, For five shillings por
week the young Aieo did al) the eleaning, laundrying, cooking for the Mackay
Family. [t wns now the twelve year old Alice who was woken every morning at
daybreat, trod Lue eome Lrendnill Agnes did (although under different njxnnm;qg/
stonees) to fall into bed exhansted at midnight,  When shearing season came
so did twenty Five oxtra wouths to feed and iL wos Alice who prepared the meils

sd provided mountaing af morning sand afternoon teas,
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She still eringes ot Lhe memory of catehing her sleeve on a doornab ond
drapping Lhe sighieen goad plites she was carrying. Auntie had something
to say about that.  Then when it was coavenient Alice was also conscripled
to skin and clean sheep ready for bWer to cut up the next motrning, Alice's
uncle commanded obedienee with the aid of his stock whip.

Within # year of her coming to live with the Mackays, Alice was sent to
stay with o cousin, Lo agsist his wife during the latter pavt ol her
pregnancy.  Somowng Lhe caretaker of the defunct Kyleoe mine which was situnted
Lthree miles [rom town. It wane Following a day of heavy vain that bMrs., Clugston
felt she needed Lie widwite Lo conie. by now the creek was [looded with the
water over Lhe Toaotbridge, Sam told Alice she must walk Lo town Lo hring
the nurse as he could not find the pony.  Alice believed he conld find the
pony bul was reluctant to eross the flooded ereek.  Srm also argued that if
anything should happen while he was away Alice would be useless so it was better
for her to go. Thus Alice wis foreced to walk the three miles to Lown in the
dark, which neeessitaled crossing the flooded footbridge on Lhe way Alice
recialls Lhe water wags alvendy wrist level when she was geing into town. Alfter
finding the wurse awd her Chinese husband they Lhen boarded tne =sulky owned by
the Chinese hushond awd headed bick to the Clugstons.  The pony wes flogged to
force it Lo ¢voss Lhe flooded eveek,  Mrs, Clugston was of small build and
with each of her [our pregnancies birth was difficult, The nurse stayed two
days before the haby was delivered: the [ivst.

Brck at Lhe shekayvs, Alice becane good [riends with her cousin Sarah; all
the work could not din Alice's mischievous nature and Alice found a kindred
spivit and ally in Saral, Snrall made delicious cakes and pastries while Alice
prepared other foods. It wng Sarah who organived her brother to leave a pony
and sulky some distinee From the house so the girls could sneak off to the
dances ot Adominaby. It wias also Sarah who accompanied Alice when Lhiey both
left the propecty "Mountain View' to find jobs in Sydney. The seventeen year
old Alice found a waitressing job at Sergeants but one glimpse at all those
customers Lervified Lhe shy counlry girl. Auatie Sarah meanwhile, recognised
et weed For Alice and wrole Lo Smish Lo ask Alice to return. The five

shillings per week she had received for the past five years would be inereaszed
to ten shillings, plus Auntie wonld give Alice twenty pounds bonus if she
would return.  Gladly Alice 1eft her terrifying wnitressing joh and returned

to tie familiar drudygery. Not only was it shearing time wien Aliece returned,
but Uncle was having up to fifty weekend house guests from his hotel: all of whom
had to be fed,

Althongh tihe Mrckays helned Lhe widowed Agnes by giving her Lhe jobh of
laundress for Lhe hotel plus the oceassionsl clothes, their relationship with
Alice was always employer and domestic help, This is evidenced by an
aceident Alice had, Auntie Sarhh wished to past her daughter twe dozen cyys

which were poeied in 2 Lea kin,
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They owned & fine cor but thought it wore thrifly to send Alice Lo town on nn
old race horse: an unsuitable mwounl for Alice to begin with. A couple of
miles from hogye Lhe horse put its oot in a rabbit hole snd Lhrew its rider,
Concerned when the rideriess horvse returned home, Lhe dMackays searched for
Alice in theiv corv, hut wien they Tound ner bruised and Ladly shaken but
well, they senl her howe on o pony.  The car was too gooud for her,
Tronically the house guests did Aliee o [avour as despite the extra work,
the constant contuct with strvangevs gsve her confidence.  Patening old
clothes and making them Inst she quickly saved sixty-two pountds,  Alice
avcanged with the mailman Lo meet her next day when she was packed and taken
to Cuomi, Herve she Cowmmd employment 45 o domestic in an hotel which paid
twenty-nine and sixpouee per weekd nipeteen shillings more than she had received
from the Mackays.  This was the Lype of work Alice continued in until she
married in Junee  on Lhe 7Ll July, 1921,

While Ajiee worked for her aunt she was able to see her mother fairly
regulariy, as following LThomas' death Agnes had moved {rom Lobbs lole for
employment and now Tived al Adaminaby, llowever when Alice 1eft for Cooma
and Inter Junee, visits with her molther were impracticnl, From that poinl on

she was very much on hey own,
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ORAL HISTURY
of

MRS, RUTH EMELYN CROLL
inlerviewed
Mih September, 1906.

Fredevick Boorve, Government sprointee in Maurituis before hecoming

A sehool teacher in the Newenstle aren, and Ciristopher Lean, setiler at
Fosterton, were the grandfathers of our subject MiS. RUTH EMELYN CRCLL.
While Yiving with his wife apd three children on Lhe island of Maurituis

in the Imdian Ocean, off the African coast, Frederick Bloore was forced to
take six months leave due to 111 health. He decided to use this opportun-
iLy Lo make the three month trip to Australia where he found the climate
enjoyable while Lie business prospects were promising, e remained in
Australia, urgently sending 2 message to his wife Lo pack up and follow
him,  Frederiek®s daughter Ledn wasz eight years old when she made the

trip with her mother and twe siblings to Australia,  The Bloore's settled
in the Neweastle aren where Froderick quickly found employment as 2 seinol
teacher; anyone with educntion and of suitable cheracter qualificd for Lhis
role.  Followivy o hriel 2ppointment at @ place Ruth believes was cnlled
Egygleton, in the Newgastle Port Stephens area, Frederick became [irst
Government appointoed teacher at the Dungoy School. Prior to his aproint-
ment Clergy had yvun the scicol,  Thus Ruth's mother, Leda, lived a refined
and relatively comfortable life prior to her marringe to John Lean.

John Lean was the thivrd of the six sons who inherited the equally divided
property of Christopher Lean,  Hdowever the Lwo youngest sons were not
happy with this prospect, as the division of the property 'Figtree' had
left each son with quite smnll portions, so these Lwo sections were divided
angain equally hntwv(: Live remaining fouv sons.  This proved to he the

beginnings of o bosteally selfl contoined community : four sons plus taeir

.
i

wives amd in tlme Lheir sixteen children,

Ruth emphasizes the strict role of women during this poriod of
Australian history, John, who was considered a progressive man, wos
emphatic that 2 womsn's place was in the home and therefore would never
entertain ony thought of Leds assisting on the land, Still Leda's work
wes hard, dessnding and constant,  Roy, John and Leda's first born
arrived in 1200 with Buth following in 1902,  The brother and sister were
Jood miLes., In 1907 whrn o school was opened, on land donated for the
purnoze shout 7 wile from the Lean home, Ruth was sent along at the young
age of five yenrvs to make up sufficient numbers.  Due to lifestyle aad
sheipr physical effort in getling to and from school, children usually began

school Iater then five years of age. The school at that time had staggered
finishing timws with the hoys being dismissed hall and hour before the girls,
The idea was that Lhe bhoys go straight home. Ruth hnd to cross a river

by using o swiag lowidge on her way home and from this vantage poini she
could see the boys swimming some distance up Lhe river,
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Instead of going stinight home the boys had stripped off and gone

swimuing fn the wede,  On one occasion futh prused on Lhe swing bridge so
witteh the Loys romping in the witer,  Due to the distance Ruth was

unable to see anyLhing she was not supposed Lo see, however someone told
on herv and she received three swacks from the teacher for looking,

The disobedient hoys who hod failed to go directly home, butl instead

were exposing Lhemselves while swimming, were overlooked. When Ruth was

a2 big school girl of seven and Roy nine years old, they were informed there
was guing bo be auolher baby. Horror of horrors! An intvuder; Ruth and
Roy were wnited in theiv jealous and hostile thoughts to the unknown infant.
The newcomer wis Lo be delivered ot home with the assistance ol » midwife
Mrs, Kennedy. Prior to drs, Kennedy's arrival, Ruth had been tought to
make juuket in hey enbiusinsm to learn cooking, The unhapny Lwosome

were wlso inscrueted Lo obey Mrs. Kennedy for the period that she would he
caring for them while Lheir mother rested, Somehow the midwife leornt
Ruth could make junkel and demanded that the child make one junket every
dny, This losted for a lortnight. Quth grew to dislike junkel and

Mrs, Keonedy.,  Fianlly furiel arrived: a lovely chf]d with o sweel
disposition, bubt it tool » long time hefore her brother and sister
appreciatod her, Buth roealls the infant Muriel often suffered because
of Ruth and Roy's uakind behaviour toward her,  The cousins all combined
to create Lheir own enlevtainment when chores were completed: there was a
tennie court aud evickel was a favourite, It was @ [ull life and Lhe
chilivan were never idle.  Ruth wes also given her own gavden plol »lter

one averaealons bt indiscveet 2ltempt at weeding her mother's,  The

children slso mode tennbs nels for the courts using macrime, likewise
hismmocks and Fishing nots were made in Lthe Sane way,  Theirv ciothes were
all miade at howe iecludiag tee nnderwear from [lour bags, Wax was hought
Lo make thelr own eandles and chi€ken fat wes used in the 50ap making,

Fowls in Fact proved an important asset. Not only did they provide
Lhe fat Eor sonp, plus egys and poultry, but Lheir feathers were wished
in wnrm soeny water, dvied Ly being laid out on paper and Lossed ot
intervals, then naed fur mettresses and pillows. (The blankets were
the fororunners of the onos we use today,) Any broken ching was smnsied
up very Finely #nd fed to the fowls as shell grit.  There were fruit trees,
a lurge vegetable garden nlus erops which included coru.  The corn was used
to Fredd the fouls apd pigs with any surplus being sold., Sugar bags would
he made into aprons or covers for the animals.,  The milk produced on Lhe
dairy form had to be separated hefore the eream was sold,  Rarely milk
was sold as it was a1l needed Lo (red calves and pigs. In time the Leans
ceeeived weekly visits Crom » baker, butcher and mailman which eased or

solved the nepd to wmake bhread and kill their own meat,
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Up Lo Lhirvty ehildien atiended the Fosterton school where you could
ntlead ti11 the oehool leaving age of fourteen years or grade six. quth
worked havd in ovder to obtiin a bursary as she saw this as being her hope
of continuing at school, She hoped Lo nursue nn academic career, perhaps
as a teacherv, and felb i{ she earned the fifty pound per ytar hursary it
would veriCy hey smbhition,  The twelve year old succeeded and travelled
by train on & Monday wmorniag from Dungog to Maitlond where she attended
the Maitland Girls High School,  She boarded at & private hoarding house
with twelve ather students during the week, returning home to Dungog on the
Friday afternoon train,  Two or three other Dungog girls shared this routine
with Ruth, Buth felt fortunite enjoying the uncommon opportunity of a
secondary education,  However it was not to last as a message from her
father informed her of her molher®s i1l health, thereby necessitating Ruth's
return home to take conlrol of Lhe housework.

Life ot "Figtree' had saffered change over Lhe past four years,
About the time Ruth went to Maitland school her Grandmother and Grandfather
Boore had vetirved awd come to live at the Lean's,  With the advent of
World War 1, Guin®. Unele Willie Lean had joined the defence forces and was
earning 2 poor Luo shillings per day, In order to assist the (inances,
his wile began a boarvding house, Tilling her house Lo overflowing with
boarders,  John nnd Ledn took Willie's two youngest children to live witi
them 1o assist Willie's wife in hér endeavour,  Indeed Ruth lost the
privacy and priviiege of her own voom with the war refugees who now
inhabited lker family home, duth was nearly S?Vgh{ﬂﬁﬁfiiﬂn she returned
home to keep house 011 her mother's health returned nnd sihe was restless.
Sick of housework ond with her "pin feathers' showing, she was ready to fly
the coop. An intelligent mind, stimulated by a secondary education
and coupled with new hovizons, Ruth baulked at  heing shackled to the
repetition and restrictiveness of ‘woman's work®,  However living conditions
did improve alter the war,  Kerosine lumps had replaced candles, Now home
produced acetylenr gas was pumped through to the rooms for lighting.

Ruth's Camily enjoyed o buill in copper while others continued to do their
laundry in kerosine Lins on open fires.  They were also one of the [irst
to instnll o bath and heve o bathvoom, Previously bathing had been done in
a tub in the kitehen; ecoeh Tanily member waking their turn accorvding to
Ltheir age, [he water for the batih was cither from tanks, or in dry
weather, oorted in melk cans Crom the river, Ruth's father also owued
the arveas Cirst "T" model Ford car, Tho steep Wallarobba Hill on the
road Lo dnitland used Lo canse Cobb and Co, pussengers to dismount amd walk
up amd dawn the hill a5 it was teo steep for Lhe horses to pull any extra
load over.  Now il sLill proved an obstacle as the Ford could not ieeeive
the petrol [low when going forwacd np sueh o steep incline, so the eurs

were foreed to climbh in reverse, Then

s
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Then there was Lhe advenl of the telephone,  Huth recalls her [amily
shared a party line with John's four brotihers and their families,

It wes diflicult o enjoy o private conversalion ag alner people tryling

Lo use their phone could inandvertently listen to your conversallion,

The telephoue wag used for business and privole cnlls, Ruth points out
that codes became necessary in order to keep ones private and love life,
private, Social neeasions increased after the war,  There were more
dancesy one of Leda's friends of duncing age would always be engaged to
chaporone Ruth sind be respansible for her behaviour, 1t was etiquette

to ¢all op o family you may like to befriend, and in return they would

call ou you, larvest time was another sociable time as neighbours clubbed
together swd efficiently completed all the harvesting as a team,

At night the voungsters would take their lamps and continue the shredding
and bagging of crops in sheds amidst much singing and merriment. Thus

Lhe sting of the urgent and harvd work the harvest entailed, was relaxed,
Family eelebrations or swmner picnics were held by the river while dances
and concerts during winter happened in the scheol hall with an accordian
and violin providing the music., Prople would walk miles to see a 'ilgic
Lantern® siow, Ihis was the early slide projector displaying its pictures
on a sheel.

The Depression years gove Ruth her only break from 'woman's work’
during this porviod. John told his eldest daugihter he could now only
afford Lo house and ferd her, 50 following n short course at Lhe Jocal
Convent, ituth Cound employment. in an office of a Lransport company,

At one point during her restless years, Rulh thnﬂght marriage her

only cseape [rom Dungog. She yearned to sece whall wos over the hills to

the eost, west and norll, After careful delibrration Ruth decided that
mavringe to n MeLhodist minister was the best chance as this offered new
horizans every three years, Alas not one of Lhe Methodist ministers ot
that time succumbed to Ruth's charms., Finally however after seven
years of writing it was the son of a loeal timber mill owner who Lulh
marvied,  She beliecves time and the nesting instinct finally wrought

her contentment,
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Mergurel Hudson
O.F. k.

Thursdey moreing.

While interviews with eighty cight year old Mrs, Alice Ellls and
eighty four year old o, futh Croll confirm Lhat the role of women in
enrly twentinth contwry Wstralia wis subject Lo male dominance, it also
displaYs the subjection of children to parents plus Lhe wastelossness
and innovaliveness of the geneval population,  Thomas Eldridge, the father
of Alice, wns @ compuls<ive gold miner, It would nppear he practised o
degree of deeention in staling his finaneial position to Lhe womén he honed
to marry, thereby reducing Agnes Trom a life of economic security and hard
work, Lo thot of au imnoverished wile imprisoned in the daily drudge of
motherhood.,  Yhether Agnes echose to live awsy from the Kiandrs mine in
an ﬁtlnmpt Lo maintain her level of inherited dignity, we shall never know;
what we do know is thal in Alice's memory her parents rarely shared the same
raof for peviods bevopd o few dags, While the independent Thomas worked
hard at his eaployment he s0ill enjoyed a freedom unkown to Agnes,  ler
long hours weve cuught up in sheer survivol,  She shouldered Lhe responsible
strugygles of @ single parent, wiile being burdened with the emotional mill-
stones of marviage, thal is the extra pregnancies bringing extra mouths to
fred,coupled with the lonsTiness and concern For her absenlt husband.

Thomas had sueressfully alheit ignorantly reduced Agnes from what Anne
Summers would define as one of God's Police to a "Drumed Whore®: Agnes
min1ifying by her memberghip of the "Casunl Poor', Perhans this is hest
illustested when we consider Agnes' sister Sarah Mackay, Dur to a

finapeinlly prudest mervinge Saveh was freed from most of the physical

and emotionsl seruggles,  iler condescending tokens of [inancinl assi
to Agnes and Vliee effectunlly ingrained their low stilus by placing L
inveeeipt of charity.  Ihis charity wias sofficient to maintain life hut
never consciously alloving Agnes ov Alice the opporiunity to achieve any
dignity ov sell jespect,  Soacietinrg role women liaphavardly found themselyrs
in not only sepiabed woman Ciow woman but cansed nn hievarchical chiasn
Letween sisters. Lhus vulnerable hecause of sex, fiasuncial need and being
Lhe age of o child, Alice was exploited by the rabbit skin buycr vaying lier
less Lian Agnes belieood due, and an adult wle covsin, Sam Clugston, who
preferred to visk the twelve yonr old 1ife in the flood, rather thon his own,
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HNowever Tt pas the siy yoars of vivtasl slavery for the Mackays which
veally highlight (he evploitation and contempt for the poor,  Exeessive
working conditions plus adeli crsmonsibilities, miserable wages and total
Lack of sell conlidence Lept aliee a prisoner,  The degree ol finaneial
exploitation is seen when enviing ten shillings per week Alice escapes to
Cooms and recelvees twenty nwine ol sixpence per week for the same type of
domestic work and shortoy hours,

Ruth placed great empliisis upon the acceptable role of women in her
experience, She quickly poines ont that her father, John Lenp, was
considered o progressive thinlker in his time and iosisted up on the
segregotion of work: o wowsn®s work  was in the home,  This undoubtedly
was progressive ot Lhal point in history ss prior Lo this Llﬁv there is
avidence which testiflios thal women were not only expeeted to he child
bearers and reavers, nluc eowplete all household requirements, bul also
assist Lhe husband on the Iamd in a4 variety of occupations, This congider-
ation found John's wile Leda, as trapped in the aocuschold duties as Agnes.
However Leds escaped the financisl burden plus the load of tolal manage-
ment and diseipline of Ltheir children, as John was & considerate and ever
present husband, Ihe episode with Buth heing punished for watching the
boys swimming also iuplies secicty®s double standards. Firstly, tie Loy
always being dismissed Tiret hiubs at the privileges extended to Lheir sex.
Secondly the punishuenlshows an inconsistency in what is fairs surely the
boys leitering plus nude swimming should have been as offensive to the moral
police as Ruth's "witehing®. The fact Buth, and nol the boys, was punished
speaks of how eosily o givl, still inneecent of sexual wotivation and
differeneces, could trespass in o male ordered society. Likewisr Rnth's
ambition and reasons for maveying a Methodist minister also rrvvn]s’fﬁ:n\\
shear lack of cholee available to a female, when a girl is prepared (o
sell hevsell in marriage in ovider Lo gain an oppertunily to travel. A
similar occuvanece #lse happened when Ruth wished to pursue Nursing; until
Ledn diseovered n trusted friend who was o matron in a Brisbane hospitnl,
she would not enbertain the thought of Ruih entering a world of strongers,
uncanperoncd,  Was a siugle women she was gainfully enployed, Lhat
vitlnerable o the wale sociecty and if so why did the fathers act for hetiey

protectlion? Page 7,
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It must be noted that whiie Quih had to forfeit her carvrer as a Nurse
or Leacher, her brothe)r Hoy alse forfeited his ambition to enter Law.
Roy did not share the oo Ving Tor the 3aad his (ather had amd thus hoth
Roy snd duth were denied thely earverrs due to their fatiher's standnrds,
Likewise 11 v el Bred work and deprivation through poverty
hefore amd aftor fvr Fuclior®s prewatuve deati, mt so did her brothers.
Acowe compare and cantrast the histories of these two women wito
in the 1900%s enjoy o friendship together | each possessiog a lively sense
of humour and o %een mbwd, we discover the similarites of thelir lives und
that of theiv mothers.,  The abhovience of waste coupled with the need,
which cnused broken croeckery to be terned into shell grit and empty fruit
tins into dippers, is to be fonnd in eaeh life.  The conscription of both
the privileged settlers danghter and the impoverished miners daughter into
domestic work; the naturnl gift of every woman as propaganda would have it,
It is5 intevesiing thet Buth aspires to elerical and teaching positions;
both employments eonsidered suitable in the expanded view of womans work,
However hoth ave still mile dominant areas and Ruth enjoys employment only
when it is convenienl to her father, Agnes and Leda, the mothers, botlh
came from Finopeial 1y secure childhoods and after marringe hoth were
imprisoned in domestic Jduty.
It 15 #lso in this ares of domestic duties where we find Agues and
Leda contrast., Jehu aad Thomis support the theory thot where men are
situated on socierty's hierarchicol ladder determines how they trent their
women, John Lhe settlor, proves o econsiderate hushand to Leda; while we
sannol definitely contribote the relatively small number of children (three)
to Jolin's congideration, we do know that he insisted the children he
re ponsible for the tidiness of their rooms, and it was he who compelled
Ruih to take over the home dutices,  On the other hand Thomas, an employer,
displays deceit and neglect of his wife.  He also was the father of nine,
[he contrast continves ia the stindsvds of living, Transport was 2 noticable
factor; for Alice to leave the districl meant isolation while Ruth's family

conld afford the then luxury of travel,
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The privileged settler®s family also enjoyed feather matlresses, woollen
blankets and wooden floors, while the miner's family endured mattresses
stuffed with ecorn haslks, hessiaon bhlankets and eerthen lloors. The self
esteem of Ruth apd Aliee 15 nleo at odds,  Ruth enjoyed a self confidence
which enabled her to oim for aud cope with a secondary oducalion away from
hane, Alice meanwhile wits told she was o dunce by her acher and had
this confirmed by her mother.  She also [led Sydney as a teenager; too shy
and devaid of self coulidence te eseape her aunt's exploitation, The [act
these ladies eujoy a mutual respect today is o comment upon Alice's
seholarly potential if purtured aud not condemned as a child, It is
noticable in Ruth’s astovy that tie War and Depression influence her 1ife
while Lhese events seen insigquilicont in the lives of the poor.

This research supports the claims that a womnn's lot was determined
by the men in her 1ife; womea's ability to design their own lives extremely
limited, While Uhis applisd clearly Lo the financially poor, their rieh
sisters endured o similar situation undev Lhe facade of more material
comfort, Tt also reinforees the extra exploitation sulfered by poor
wamen butl perhaps the soddest and wost ironic of all is that women were

as guilty of inflicting oppression on other women as men were,

Prge 4,



