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Mtt.t'y L n ui,:_;1 1. C o1~kc (nee Pilce) M.B .E., was bo:rn at 

Warial. clu ~ Tf.3 . 1/1., 011 1.()th J anuary , 1916. Her parents 

were .Jmne.:.i a 11(l :l:cruioo Florence 11ike. Her :Lather wus a 

e;ra:c. .i. e r nud l ; l1c~ rm11.i.l y lived on their sheep and wheat 

JH'Op c-'l :rty c ~1.l l otl " C;l<::u V:i.0w 11
, 15 miles from Wa.rialda . 

Mary llad f ou1· l.Jx·o then~ and three sisters. They all had 

a vel' ~' bUpf.' ~1 clL.i l dhuod and during the clepres~Jion years 

con E.J :i.cl ~n:· e d tl1 c 111se 'J ves 'Jery fortunate because ·they had 

their o-.:m r3 J1r:ep , Ct-J. l.L J.e , fowls, vege ·tubl e garden and 

fruil; which c;.• 11G.l!l 0d Ut em to live very well. When Me.ry 

was 16 y enrn u l d Rhu was a patient in the local hospital . 

She d eve] oped a ~ree. t admiration for the nursing staf I 

and tlec:J.ded that shG would like to become a nurse. 

Howe 1rc-; :r.· , i\'i:.u·y ' ~; Jotlt0r was very strict and would not 

allow hP.r to 1 r. n w~ l 1flme until she 1Nas 21 years old . 

Mary Loutsa Ptlrn began her nursing career at a 

pr·i.vute hofJtd.tr~.l jn Quirindi N.S.'11. in 1937, where she 

wo.s employeJ ns n. ProbatJ.onary Nurse ( today ' s equivalent 

of a iTur ..... o ld.rl r,) .for onr-i yes.r. Nurses were supposed to 

work r.1.n 8 l1our day but 12 to 14 hours work was the 

r eci 1 i. t:y . 

From Qu .Lrind i f\folry spent one year in a private 

J10,;:'I pi. tal c'.t U ra.Ll ~1 n. S . VI. , where the work was equally 

as hur<l. l!'rorn nu ~dvertisement in the local new1:lpaper, 

Mnr:y e.1)p1Jcl1 fur r1 •.rrainee Nurse position at Kurr:i. Kurr:L 

Dis t1'i ct i l of,p.i. l;a1 o.nd com.menced her e;(:meral tr11Lning 

ther t~ on ~ J r3 t JAH1.1<lr~', 19 39 . 

'.L'l1~· r;cJJer.:11 l1u :-Jp ·i t nl in Lang Strec~t , Kurri Kurr:i. 

110Ll l H·t.:: 11 ~)L~·~ u hJ.j_ ziled :i.u 1 910, a fter r 0sidents of the 

t o·.;1r;, ;:; ,c, • .-v l:lir· n~r;d to 0ccommodo.te s0r:i.0Ltsly injured 

pu ti r.rn Li:,; n l' Lr.>. r 1:·. :n i. :1Jt1[f, disa:::ter in ~he m:i.d 1900 1 s 
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h: .. ul OVt: rt:.1.r..GcJ. ~l1 r-! f o.cilities of the small cottage 

ll oap.Lt 11 l. Al 1. m i.J. tevmrkers subscribe d 3d per week to 

Ll tc~ ltu1..;vl l,11.L ror :it r:; e stablishmen t and r unning co st s . 

1.r!-1 0 1H.i.ne·1wr·li <:J:' G l uoked upon Kurri Kurr i Dl strict 

I1crn p i. t r-i.1 r1r; -Lh e.i.1." llospital and gave their support 

w:l 11 :Lngl y . 

In J 939 n.1.t r~rn::i o. t .the hospital vrnrked 4 s h ifts -

1nor n:i. nc; , ·1nnrL1oon , nir;ht and o. broke n duty. A Tra :i.nee 

Hur::>P. dirl f nin· ,yr~Drs very t ntensi ve and extensive 

gEiner1.:1.l b:·1.1.i_n i nb . The ir working day was officially 8 

hour s of-Len ~:1.t end i.nr, to 12 hours on duty. Extended 

1.vo J:'lc i.n e; ho1u·s \'/e .l:' e often required as a nurse was always 

on c:a.11 1N i. t h J( u .t·r"i Kurr i Distr i ?t Hosp:L t al' s own . 

1_1mbuJ u..1wr:~ · ~e·1·vl c r~? which w~1s freq 1..tently called to l ocal 

111-Ln:i 11g :1cc:Lrl1"' 1tt r.J n f vary ing severity. 

Ht tr ·r-ipf: a t tencletl night lectures g iven by Doct ors 

irt tl1 e 11ursf:!C 1 o f f - duty time. Both nurses and patj.ents ' 

mc:-Hls 1.VnrP r: ·i ill'i.l t.ir• . Thr-i r e was plenty of meat whi ch was 

lJ) trn ti..EuJ. t:.1.r1(l clle ;.1p, porrj_de;c , soup, boiled or b a l<:ed 

d .i 1.lllr->r =-1.m1 ::1v·1ec:-i t i::. The pit wh:lstle whi c h sou nded at 

G. 55 u . rn . wa8 t lw wLgn a l f or nurses to s erve brea.kf as ts . 

TI p A.ti e u l;s pr n f ~rred e.n egg for bree.kfast t hi.s wa.s 

prov]_r] ,~d hy the j r [amil j. e s . Dur).ne tl1e wa:r soup •1e,!-i 

te.k r-:n f rou1 l-h1; 111 'Ll1l:"y ll1P.11U and s erved for morn·i n e; tea 

i_: verd nf, 1i1 8 t:t l vm G 1:·1.~ ·ther me u.c;re a dclit j_ona l food vras 

ur~:1 1 :J ll ~' p.l'_Clv i detl f nr pat i.l·mts by their reJ.ati.ves . The 

1111ell i n;.·; mr~ : ·l f ur 11Ln· s e3 cons isted o f meat , be('~t root with 
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'l1l tt! J1 (l:''L> i l.:11 had Ec;g Days on Fridays when members 

of tlir~ r~ o 111m1rn i t ~r were asked to donate eges which v.rere 

us Ad t u coo k pu ddings and cakes for patients. Community 

s u1Jpol't 1:~~1 s nl vrnys forthcoming particularly during the 

c1 e pl'N:1n i 1J U wh P. n t~ "i.fts of eggs and fresh vegetables· were 

:.:;reo lil,y c11Jprecla ted. 

;r/l1 e 11 i\1 uJ.~;J cornHtc:?nC8d her general trainj.ng h er salary 

was lJ/C i1 e1· VffH:.! k. .Crom which she paid 7 /6 for board . 

1~ I: K 11r ~ · i Kt 11.'Y"i D.i.stric t Hospital Mary was promoted to 

'i/f11·d I) i s I; 1:11· t)J1 29th January, 1943, to Deputy Matron on 

l u l; Sr.: p t emh r-.:1', 194.7 and became Matron on 15th December, 

1 9f·O. Prr.:~ e cr.l "i.ng her retirement on 18th January, 1981, 

Mary was rec civi.ng a s alary of $250.00 per week. The 

r:w · 1:-effl; f.:if.t l i·1.t'~' p:::i:ld to a Nursing Adm i. nis tre.t or is 

:fl; ( Qn • ()() p i'H' 'i!t'H: l< • 

i'l:u·y 1nwrr ·i etl Mervyn William Corlee, a widovv-er with 

tl ll'~:A d 1 i ld.r.·e n, on 1 4-th March, 1951. Mervyn was an 

El eotri cn l Fi tte£ at Richmond Main Colliery . 

Ti' r om t h e commencement o f Mary ' s nurs ing career in 

1937 ;..11 1il l1 e.L' l.'t:rLirement in 1981 , she has seen many 

cbnil f''. ';'! u. A r:: Mo t r ou, Ms.ry was tn charge of the Nursing 

~~t ~ff , \'/n.rrl r:nwn rn1d Domest i c Staff unti.J. 1966; a large 

wnrkl.on rl. Tn l. he ear1y days when domGstic s taff had 

t llc...:ir C"lne 1~ uy off p er wee1c nurses filled in for them 

i.n the' kit 1~ l 1 en:i pr,~ pnring food and washi.ng dishes. In 

1937 suJ phur cl r 1le;s were b ei.ng used in med i~ine. Hursing 

•:n.w 1rr::1·y lif:•rn rn1rk ci.nd Jt wa.s often e;ooa nurs ing 1..-rhi.ch 

mad e.:. I. Ji·.-~ fl I f.f<.'.!:t<~ tt C<:! b etween lif e e.nd death for a pnti ent 

D\.wl;or-:·: 1.rn l :; \·11; 1"e a llowed to take a. pa ti_i-rn t ' s blood 

rin~::1:::1u'r.: , ~?vnn though nurses 'Here taught how 1:0 do s o . 

J: r: 11 i c: i 1 1 Lt 1 ii .n.1 .:-:: n 1:·wre u. [~r ee.t breal<"tl1 ro uc;h and ·~h c~ f i rni: 
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peti_i.r: -i.11 i n .i.11 .i er.: I, ion g:i.ven to a pa ti cnt i.n Kurri Kurri 

Dj_;ji.r:Lct IJn :;; p1LaJ WW? in 1943. 

lh1r ~cr1
1 

L1 ei 11:?.Ci l:n now include not having to attend 

l e ctures L1 1 Li1 e i.:1: own t'i.me, less overti.me, being allowed 

t o l i. •re uut n H·J .[> U.J~t-~ime employment a.vailable for 

SL'Jtcrs n. ncl .tlLn·r.-.1er:i. Nurses now have 6 weeks holidays 

pe r year Jn ~J l. et-J<l ur J b0cause they are expected to worl< 

pulJl ic. h oJ. :i rfoyn . 

Mn.ny u11 ·i l cl lng changes took place at Kurri Kurri 

D1::: l;r i c I; ll o ~;p i l. LLl vilten Mary vms Matron. In 1961 a new 

Obst e l;r Le~: 1:!n t·~l cJ pe 1wd and in 1962 the original Male Wa.rd 

bcceme a Hur!:.i i n r.; Holile U nt t. A Children's V/urd was 

co11:.:J truc ~ eel ·in J 970 followed by o. new Operating Theatre 

and 0 1..1 Lpi·1. t .i.e 1d:2 ' Dopartrnent j_n 1974. The Intensive Care 

Un:Lt npr:n cil "i.t.1. l ~J7G . 

Some or tho ch{:lJlges which have saddened Mary over 

th e~· ye1!1r :·{ h nvc-· bctm the change from the prof cm:iono.l look 

o f nurs(;f:: ' 1:~ t: 1rch 11d uniforms, caps e.n.d veils and her 

v.i.0•:1 t11u:L one-: or tll o most important aspects of nursine~' 

that; o:C b ed.::; Lde 11un1in:;;, is disappearing . Mary bel ieves 

that thr 11m '':.lC! " who r11bbcd your back, made your pillows 

eoc11 .f.n:r·b . .1.l1l i=: r.trH] :''::.l. ' IC·l you o. cold drink" is the one 

pa I; :L e n t :..: ri:· 1nr~;nb c J: · ·:1hen they recover . 

I 11 8tt:run.int; ll p her nurstng career Mary felt that 

peo pl e in h er uge group huve seen the best years in 

nt.U'B.int;; •;1orkcd l u~rd , c a.red for people and were ca.reel 

for i.n re ~urn. rnu.ry and her nurses could .aever have 

;3ottlf!ll tltr • .::mc;h .,., i.thout the love and cons).ders.tion of 

l;hc=.· i.l· po. l: i. r:~n l:c nnc1 the peopl e of this district . Mary 

l o vcd evc1:y lil :Lnut c of her 4-4 years j_n nursi.ng and always 

!1nc1 ::.:. ·:ro;1r.lerfll1 rel.at;'i.ons lti.p vd.th patients e.ncl a good 

·"-fo .r k Ln:_; :i.: c l :: L .i •J m~b i. p w .1. th doc tors. 
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J!1 ol l o'.·rL1.1 1~: "i.u a dd ·L tJonal wr:l.tt en information 

prov .ld er1 b.l f-kry reaarding chane;es during her nursing 

co.rcr-) .1'. 

l l111;ra~:-: c l1anr~0d from working a tl-0 hour week w:L th 

om:; ,)ri_;/ 1.1f. f, ~ o 4 0 hou.rs per week with two days off . 

'T~hen.: \'tn£• 11101·c fr eedom in the Nurses ' Home with lie;hts 

riu t n 1; 1.2 1111.rln'l.gh t instead of 10 . JO p . m. Nurses were 

fr efl(1 l'1·on1 11w.ny extra duti.e s such e.s serving meals t o 

pot .i l:·1 1 ~ o , ll;:).r L1g l; o s t oke the hosp:l.ta.J. boiler at n:i.ght, 

mu lc i.n f; rmn!J~; tt1H1 dressine s , cleani.ug the sterilizer, 

WG L'J' ili ~i.ng opnrt:t t:Lng instruments e.nd trays . 

•.·nwn the ;,~e1·a n.dahs, doo-rs and windows at Kurri 

Ku1·s'j Distr'i.c I; Hospi t a l were gauzed, this saved nurses 

fr o111 Lite ~ cd i ou:;; t ask of rolling up 26 mosquito nets in 

e:_iclt 1.var11 h e :f orc~ cornmencin13 duty ea.ch morning . Torches 

:nqilncr3cl OLl l;ib. t ed keroG ene lamps for use during n:l.ght 

rlttt ;y . D.Ls1;or:;a.bl~ syringes were a g r eat improvement. 

/, f.:ic:H:tni :;i·L1·ess was employed to make a.nd mend nurses ' 

unj fori11r:: . Th:i.s ,job h a d been previ ously undertal<:en by 

Hed Cro::w valuat t?.ers and nurses on sic::k l eave who were 

rec u pf·ro. t .L11g . 

When Mury was Deputy Mat ron she issued stores each 

morn'Lu:.:; 'L n thf! wards e.nd kit chen . She also :Lssued 

btljlri ·~ ;_:; , o:i. n l;m~nt s and stocked mixtures t o t he 'Nfi.rds . 

A r;;l1i:.:m 'i. r; l cr.11ne t o the hospi to.J. for l hour each day and 

i. r.;Jr:Jl l r.d f::p0c:i.nl rnf.:clicines and drugs . 

On lC::Hh ~1P.ptcmber, 1968, Mary beceme rm Hono 1'ary 

l':111;nl1 0 ·i· nf t he !:1.G.W . f! o ll.er;e of Nursine e.nd she was 

tP:n1: i' 1l !:'i.l .!1 r;r• 1-i. H .~. hi LTunc , 1930 for Heal th a nd 

Ct1num1tii t.{ ;: r;~r11 i c:e . 


