
HELEN A ' ~ AM . 

OPl!)N li'Oml'D;\TI ON, 1986 . 

·\US "!'RALI AN HISTORY . 
TUESDAY, 7.oo P.M. 
~UE 26th. OCTOBER, 1986. 

!\N Q!! /,L TN.r":!WIE'tl WI"l'E ~~H.S. T1F:SLIE 

·: ()fi' ~'LEMING ST . ISLING'.WN ON 22 - 10-1986. 



r·1rs JJE:~s1iF• anLl h~ r: 110-thE>r, Mrs Fanny Hipwell , remained 
marri 1;?d until the Llea tl1s of their respective: husb8nds . Mr.s Hipwell 

for approxim~ tAly seventy years, MrR Leslie~fo~seventRen years. 

Both women shoul ri ll::ive bei:P1 SUJ)ported in the raising of t ., eir large 

fF1m1ies, l1o ··: ev 1·r , cirCl1mr- tFrnces did not allow it. M11s Hipwell~ s 

huRbrind wAs A s he·;rer who followed tb.e seaRons of his tr.Rde, p.;oing 

.from shP.cl l.o :-..::hec1 ::• nd of tP.n fioinp: interstf.l l·.e. While FJt home for 

relAti vely short pario~s of ·time, Mr Hipwell proved to be a burden 

f~r his wife . Mrs Leslie did hAve tile Rupport of he~ husbRnd until 

the second world w~r, when , unfortunately he returned a war neurotic. 
He died in 1951 af tcr, spend in~ the majority of his lA~t ye~rs in 

fHi: 
Concord Hosnital AndAMor ise~t MentRl Institute. 

Mrs Hi ·.1well ori1ne from ei well-to-do family on the Liverpool 

Ran p;es. She w~s p:r.ivF.1.teJ.y tutored , and hAd servants :=it her· disposBl . 

A kind,8entle l n(l.v , .. ·ho w;:is respe cted by Rll who knew her. 
no bert Hi pwel l/h'FI s :=i s hearer, who;i at one time w:::i r; emoloyec1 by 

Mis r: How::ir.tl's pAr~nts. Thf!ir m:irria~e wAs not e;:isily Accepted b,y 

her pFl:ren.ts . Mr fU.Qwell wnA populpr amongst his own circle of friend13 

he wn~ R top sheArer, And Pt one tim~ won the too awRrd for his 

trede; the Golden Scissors Aw0rd. He paRned his time on the circuit 

by rlr inking r.rntl ~r"'1111Jlin ~! · Con::it:.rn t with/the Australian ethos of 

' :nnte:shi .1' he wn . revered by his male comprmions. His portrBi t 
hen rt s in the s;;iloon har of the Imper icil Hotel alon~ with r11~ portr::i t t 
And the life story of Jlrn:ny Gowernor, a murrlerer , who hadf-terrorized 

the Uµper Hunter f-' c.rlier tl1l s century. When the Impnrial Ho tel 

chan~es mRnggement, or is sold, one of t he conditions o.f the SRle 

is the continute<l di s plRy of Mr Hipwell's uortrait. Peter Finch, 

a.n acto1~ , while vlr;.ltlng Singleton for the 1m·'.king of the fJ.lm 

Eurik8 Stoc lrn.de, .f.ound Mr Hi. pwel]Ja.n intriguing old man, A reminder 

o! tlle coloniRl d::iys . Mr Finch made errangements with the man~~ement 

of the hotel/to su 9 ply Mr Hipwell with Rum un tilJhe died. 

Money for the support of Mrs Hip~ell and her children r a rely 

came from Mr Hip\llell. Mrs Hipwell wBs forced to take in w~shing 

to feed ;;i nd cl o l:h them. In the early 19th . century, when women's 

rirrhts were li1nited 1 Mrs Hipwell attempted t o leave h~r husband, 

only to be sent l)aclc by her doctor, her f::unily and her mini ster . 

As 18 te ;:is the 19 40s, Mrs Hi µwell/wa.s washing ::rmy uniforms for the 

Sin~leton Army Camp , Mrs Hipwell was then in her seventies. 

M.rs Leslie, though cn red for for the first seven year. ::. of 

~~rriRge, never knew whAt ~oney her husband did or did not have. 

And when the strnpo.rting pension came after he hr.id enl i.sted in the 

Air Force,ahe nev er knew what happened with it; she believes it was 
pRid into the bank- ~~count of his famlies proper ty. Under pr~ssing 

circumst· nces she left her in- lew~property and be~an to work to 

su0port h~r ~hildren. She µurchAsed an old rundow~three room house 

r.inrl butlt the extentchons herself. Her fRther, who was t hen an o l.d 



mA.n, held the 1:1rr;e he;i rn8 wh1. le she nailed, ~:inn also gave her 

assistance to Ret in A stove . 
Mr Leslie r eturned from the war with Malaria, and was An 

alcoholic; a fl rod uc t of t he nenrosi s. Until the '"'ar Mr Leslie ra.rle:-~ 
dran k. He hnd been a hard worker, a good son and a devoted husband 

And father. He bec;.1111e a violent man while drinking rind hr-i d to seek 

help for his problem. He ent~red Concord Hospital for three yeArs, 
while there he recieved a lnr r.r, e amount of shock- treatment. His 
condition re1n;1 in ell the AR:i1e. After si rr,ning himself in to Moris set 

Hospital .for twelve rnon'tlls Mr Leslie ended his own life; believing 
his family would he bRLter off. 

In one of Mr we:slie' s ~ttempts to take up his life Flf~ain , 

he purchar.ed hif! [,·rnli~s '.iroperty . He becn,11e incapable of running 
it and the war~ n nd mr nage~ent fell to his wife. She now h~d to 

ohysicDlly ran the .farrn as well a t: raise f.: i.X. children. Ap8rt from 

her home dut i es ~1 he Shrtrr-·d in the 1nilkin D.; of approxirnPtely seV1;1 nty 

co•· e t wi c e r:i clay , fee a nigs, ploue;hed paddocks, re pr1ired m8chinery 

ead travellerl 17 miles to town for the doctor or on busness. 

After her husband eold t he f~rm Mrs Leslie held R variety 
of jobs; aa lon ~ ~ A s he could sunport her childr~n . She kept a 

boRrdin~ house lnter in her life t o help hAj youngeBt 
d::rnp;h ter; who ~ P. huR b~ nd h:::i d !ieen killed t and her driught~r w? e; 

di8abled. kventur lly Mrs LeAlie t urned her boRrding houRe into a 
hRlf-wRy hous e for the emotionRlly hRn~icRpped. In her sixtie s 
Mrs Le slie w~ R CAri ng for 16 of the emotionAlly h?ndiaapped peo~le, 
Flhe t Puvht thAm how to hPndle their finRnces, buy their own clothe~ 
cind instr.ucted tlle ·n on ho1·1 to find their way arouncl NP.wcristle. 

a.v.KeJ 
One of the mpny nuestions ~in womans history .is the vunerabilit 

of women in the enrly hAlf of this century . Now di rl womRn r~i se thei 
chiadren without the phys i cal end fianciAl support of the ir 
husb~ nds? The Accoun t of these women's liveR m~y supply a PmAllpi~cc 

of informAtion for the pu~zle. 


