THE MARKS FAWMILY 1IN EASTERWN LAKE WACQUARLE
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BY JACKLIE BOYTON

WAURLCE WARKS ARRLVED LN MELBOURNE) AUSTRALLA ON 44TH JUNE1860

s S ——

\glzﬁilhﬁu9?P.ﬁ? KNQN«\XN JUST A FEW YEARS HE WAS GALNG-TO BECOME ONE Of
THE FLRST PLONEERS OF BELMONT. HE WARRIED WIS WIFE: WARY: ON THE
ATH AUBUSTy 1BE4s AND BROUGHT HER HOWE TO BELMONT: TO WHAT SHE
LESCRIBED AS A 'GHACK' . THEY WAD TWELVE CHILDREN: BUT ONLY SEVEN
SURVIVED. (1) OWE OF THOSE SURVIVING CHILDREN: ALLCE MARKS: WARRLED
A WK, GRAY. ALLCE GAVE BLRTH TO THREE CHILDREN: NAMING OME OF HER
TWO DAUGHTERS: ANNE. ANNE GEE (NEE GRAY) WAS VIVID RECOLLECTLONS OF
HER RELATIVES LIVIWG AROUND THE BELWMONT AREA.

AS A CHILD: AWNE LIVED IN ADAMSTOMN BUT REGULARLY VISLTED MER
CRANDPARENTS WHO WERE LIVING IN BELWONT. ANNE'S JOURNEY FROM
ADANSTOWN TO BELMONT TOOK AROUND WALF A DAY TO COMPLETE. SHE WOULD
BOARD THE TRALN AT ADAMSTOWN: THEN ALLGHT AT COCKLE CREEK: TMEN
CATCH A TRAM FROM COCKLE CREEK TO WARNERS BAY. THENSHE WOULD P1CK
UP A FERRY A WARNERS BAY AND SALL ACROSS THE LAKE TO WARKS POLINT,(2)

MARKS POINT 1S LOCATED BETWEEN SWANSEA AND RELMONT. WHEN THE
VARKS BROTHERS) MAURLCE: WENRY: CHARLES AND GEORGE CAME INTO CONTACT
WITH THIS AREA 1T WAS KHOWN AS KAWIBAH POINT. WAURLCE MARKS WAS THE
TIRST SETTLER IN BELMONTs (3) 'HE SETTLED ON THE FLAT NEAR THE LAKE
AND LATER WOVED TO A NEW HOWE, 'WARKSVILLE' s BUILT ON THE SITE OF TW
PRESENT BELMONT WIGH SCHOOL' .

ANNE'S GRANDFATHER: WAURLCE: PERBUADED H1S BROTHER: HENRY WARKS
TO WLGRATE FROM ENGLAND TO AUBTRALLA AND TO SETTLE AT BELMONT. ON
THE 23RD WARCH: 4B6S) WENRY PURCHASED 41 ACRES OF CROWN LAND AT
KARLEAM POLNTs ON WHLCH WE ESTABLLSMED A LAKESLDE FARM. ENDEAVOURIN
TO DERLVE AN INCOME FROM THE SOIL: MENRY PURCHASED AN ADJOLNING 40
ACRES OF LAND JUST SEVEN DAYS AFTER OBTALNING WIS FLRST PORTION.
WENRY BOUGHT ANOTHER 4B7 ACRES OF LAND ON THE 348T JULY: 1873 IN AN

AREA KNOWH TODAY AS BELWONT NORTH. (&)



Map by courtesy of the Mitchell Library, Sydney
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showing Portions of Crown Land alienated at Belmont.



HENRY DEVELOPED A CLTRUS ORCHARD ON WIS RELWONT WORTH PLOT.
THLIE AREA WAS HOT WATURALLY FERTILE BUT HENRY 'PERSEVERED WITH H1S
CITRUS ORCHARD UWTLIL AROUT A8EB5: BUT APPARENTLY 1T DLD NOT élVE Hin
AN ADEGUATE LIVING' . (99 CHARLES MARKE TOOK OVER ANOTHER OF WIS
BROTHER, HEWRY'S, CLTRUS ORCHARDS: AT WARLBAH POLINT, IW ABES AND
HEPLACED THLIS WITH A WARKET GARDEW. PRLIOR TO THE WARKET . GARDEW
PROJECT CHARLEE WAD BEEW A COAL WINER AT LAWMBTOW,., (&)

LIKE CHARLESs WAURLCE ALSO OBTALNED WORK 1IH A COLLLERY: WHEN HWE
FARET WMOVED TO WEMCASTLE. 1IW TWIE PERIOD WAURLCE CAWME INTO COWTACT
WITH A G.ALLLOYD., LLOYD IWTRODUCED WMAURLCE TO THE BELWONT AREA BY
ABKLING HIW TG JOIW A SYHUDLICATE TGO WINE COAL IW BELWMOWT. WAURLCE
ACCEPTED: AS DID TWELVE OTHERS ITWCLUDIWGs APART FROWM LLOYDs L.LUNNS
A KLRKALDY Y R. AWD J. ANDEREOW. AMD ). BARTOW. (73 CARDLIFF COAL
COMBANY WAS S0 FORWMED AWD WMAURLICE ' ACCORDING TO FAMILY TRADLTIOWN,
CHE) WORKED THERE FOR ABOUT 51X WOHTHE 1IN THE PREPARATLIONGS FOR
LLOYD'S COAL WINE. WE LATER WLITHDREW FROWM THE SYNDLCATE' .(&) THLS
WAS FORTUNATE BECAUSE CARDIFF COAL COWMPAWY WAS A FALLURE: LWCURRLIWG
COMPANY LOSBES OF 410000 POUNDS. (99

AWNE CAN RECALL THE COLLIERSE WORKLING A PLT WEAR CROUDACE BAY.

B LARGE JETTY WAS BULILT IWTO THE LAKE ON THE RELWMONT S1LE AND
COLLLIERS FREGUENTLY CALLEL TO CARRY COAL TO SYDNEY., COWSTANT
UREDGING 1IN THE SWANSEA CHANHEL ALLOWED THE SMALL CARGO VEBSELS
HCCESS IWTO THE LAKE. THE YEGSELE WOORED AT THE JETTY AND THE COAL
HWAE TRAWSPORTED TO THEWM USING WECHAWICAL WINING TRUCKS. WHEW LADEW.
THE COAL WAS TAKEW TO SYDHEN. THE LAKE WAS WUCH DEEPER THEW AND ANNE
ChN REMEWRER A COMMOW S1GRT WAE TO SEE SHARK FING 1IN THE VICIWLITY OF
THE COLLIERE. (40)

AFTER THE COAL MIWING VEHTURE: WAURLCE WARKS BECAWME A FLSHERWMAN.
HE FREQUENTLY FLEHED A KAHLBAW POINT. WHILET WAURLICE WAS F1SWING,
WLE WIFEs WMARY s WOULD BE AT WOME TAKLING CARE OF THELR CHILDREM AND
PROPERTY . OW SOWME QCCABEIONE. WMARY WOULD PREPARE SANDWICHES FROW THE
BREAD THAT SHE HAD BAKED: SHE WOULD GATHER HER SWALL CHILDREN AND
THEN ROM A BOAT TO HER WUSEAND'ES FLEHING SPOT. AFTER DELIVERLNG W1S
LUNMCHs SHE WOULD ROW BACK TO BELWORT FROW WAHIEARW POLNT: THEWN WALK

UP THE HILL TO RETURH TO THELIR HOWE IH 'MARKSVILLE' . (119



MAURLCE MARKE WAS A FLBSHERWMAN FOR TWENTY FIVE YEARG., UNWNTIL 1890.
AFTER THLIS YEARs HE RBECAME ITWVOLVED WITH TRANSPORTING FLEH FROW THE
LAKE TO WEWCASTLE., FROM HEWCASTLE: THE FISH WERE TAKEW TU‘éYDNEY
BY STEAMEHLIP. ANOTHER MEMRBER OF THE WARKE FAWILY. JOWN MARKE: EARNT
F1E LIVING THROUGH FISHWIWG BUT DROWWED 1IW 4883, 'LEAVING A WLDOW
MITH ELGHT CHILDREW AHU A WIWNTH WAE BORW SHORTLY AFTER THE TRAGED*‘
CAZ)

IH THE AREA WHLCH 18 KWOWH TODAY AS SWANSEA: A MELL ESTABLIEHED
FLEHIWGE TWOUSTRY WAE UMW BY CHIWESE 'WHO BROUGHT WLITH THEW FROW AS1A.
THE ART OF SUN-DRYIWG FLEW AWD A WMETHOD OF PLOKWLING FLIEH . 1N ERLT'.
(137 THERE WAE A COLOWY OF FLSWIWNG HUTS, ACCORDING TO HLISTORLAW
LOULISE BOOMs WHLCH STRETCHED FROWM RAWGEOW STREET TO COOW 1G8LAND. THE
CHLINEZE FLBWERWMEN'S HWETE ATTRACTED SOWE CRITLCLIEWM BY THE EUROPEAW
FLESHERMEN BECAUSE OF THERE IWHMEWSE S17tE. THEY WERE WORE TWhAN TWICE
THE S11E THAT THE LAW PERMITTIED. (143 LAKE MACGUARLIE'S CHIEF
LHDUETRY WAES FLESHING AWD THLIS DEYELOPED 1IWTO THE BLGGEET SOURCE OF

CESTUARLHE FIEH IW HEW S0UTH WALES. (A%)

CHIMESE ALSE0 WOVED 1THTG THE LARE FLAT HEAR ANNE'S GRANDPAREWTS'
FLRST HOUSE. GRAWDMOTHER WMARKES SEWED CLOTHES FOR THE CHINEEE.
FRLIEHDSHIPS MERE FORMED THROUGH THLE AND SOWME CHIWESE RETURNED TO
CRINA MITH A PHOTOGRAPH OF WAURLCE WARKE. THEY HAD THE PHOTOGRAPH
SGET 1W A BEAUTIFUL CARVED WOODEW FRAWE. AHNE'S BROTHER HAS THLIS
FRAWMED PORTRALT AT PREEEWT. (1&)

ARNE' © GRAWDPARENTE TRAVELLED TO WEWCASTLE BY HOREE AND BUGGEY
EACH FRIUAY. THE DISTANCE BETWEEW BELMOWT AND HEWCASTLE WAS TWELVE
MILES. THE JOURHEY TOOW ONER A DAY TO COMPLETE 'GUIDED BY ARORLGLHES
HE (MAURLCE) BLAZED A ROUTE FROM BELWONT OVER THE CHARLESTOWN HILLS
TH WHERE THE WEMCAZTLE SURBURE CALLED THE JUNCTION 18 WOW' . (A7) 1%
WAS ESEENTLIAL TO KEEP 1IN COWTACT WLITH WEWCABTLE AS THEY NEERDED
SUPPLIESs WHLICH WERE BROUGHT BACK BY PACKHORSE.

B ABQRlGlNhL CAMPELTE WAE DIGBCOVERED AT SWANSEA HEADS 1IW 4972,
THLS SLTE CONTALWED ARORIGIMAL BOWES AWD ARTLIFACTE DATLIHG BACK
TU00 YEARS.(AB)Y  AWHE WAES RECOLLECTLIONS OF A BLIND ABORLGLNE WWHO
LIVED AT SWANSEA SOUTH 1IN THE 41920'S8. BLACK JACK WAS THE HAME THAT
THE LOCALS REWMEMBERED WIW BY. €49) 17 1% POSBIBLE THAT BLACK JACK
WAS A DECEWDANT OF THOEE ABORLIGLHES THAT OWCE IHHABLTIED THE S1i7E

UNCOVERED AT SWAWSEAR HWEADS.



WETHODLEW WAS WIDELY PRACTIGEED 1IN BELWONT, WAURLCE WARKS
DONATED THE LAND, AND SOWME WMONEYs FOR THE FIRST CHURCH. THE SHELL
GARAGE AT BELMONT 18 HOW USIWNG THE GROUND ON WHICH THE CHURCH WAS
BUILT. WATTHEW CORBIW: ANOTHER EARLY SETTLER: DOWATED A SECTLOW
GF HIS LAND: OPPOSITE THE CHURCH. FOR A HALL.

THE COWMING OF THWE RALLWAY EWTLICED PERMANENT RESLDEWCY OF THE
EASTERW SIDE OF LAWE WACGUARLIE. MWEEKEHD HOUBSES ALOWG THE SHORES OF
THE LAKE MERE TWPROVED TO BECOME DURABLE COTTAGES. ROAD BULLDING
BETWEEN NEWCAESTLE AND BELWOWT ALS0O BROUGHT WMORE RESLDENTS. THE
BELWOWNT AREA 18 WOW A BUBY COMMERLCAL CEWTRE WLITH A SURBSTANTLAL
POPULATION,

ANNE GEE'S AWCESTORE PLAYED AN TWPORTANT ROLE 1IN THE EARLY
HISTORY OF WHLITE SETTLEWENT OF THE EABTERN AREA OF LAKE WACGUARLIE.
MNOST OF ANNE'S STORLIES WAVE BEEW PASSED DOWN TO HER BY HER WMOTHER
ARD GRAWDPARENTE: BUT HER RECOLLECTIONS OF THE EVER-CHAWGLIWG
LAMDECAPE OF THE BELWONT - WMARKE POLWT AREA ARE VIVID. ANHE'S
GRAWDFATHER AND THREE OF HER GREAT UNMCLES: AS MELL AS OTHERS,
COWTRIBUTED TO THE ESTABLIBSHMEWT OF THE BELMOWT - WARKS POLIWT
COMMUNTITY . 1T SEEWES THAT AN EARLY LAWND GRANT GLVENW TO CHARLES
NARKS WAE THE REASON FOR THE RENAWING OF KAHRIBAW POLNT AS WARKS
POINT AWD THIS In LTSELF SHOMS WIS. AND HIS BROTHERS: SLGNIFLCANCE

I THE REGIMHINGE OF THE DEVELOPHMEWT OF THLIS AREA. (20)
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TAPED INTERVIEW WITH WMRE. A, GEE. A7 OCTORER A98&s H9-463
INTERVIEW TAPE &9-77
IWTERNVIEW TAPE 12-1%

ACC.GRAY T EARLY SETTLEWMENT OF BELWONT N.S.W. 1B61-1891: SYDNEY
ARG Y Bl = e e

1810 F.AY
1810 P.AL

HEMCASTLE G8UHs 21 NONEWBER 41921 IW GRAY: EARLY SETTLEMENT. P.5
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GRAY Y EARLY SETTLEWMEWT, P.8

K.H . CLOUTOWs RELD'S WISTAKEs LAKE WACGUARLE SHIRE COUNCILI19&7
P.AB2 T

INTERVIEW TAPE 103-109
INTERVIEW THAPE 14L4-17%24

CLOUTOMW, RELD' S WIBTHKE. P.AT2
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GRAY s EARLY SETTLEWEWT: P.A3
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GRAY s EARLY SETTLEWMEWT, P.ATS
INTERVIEW TAPE 1641-451

GRAY s EARLY SETTLEMEWT, P.AZ

TURHRER s DOWH TO LAKE WACGUARLIE. P.LL
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IWTERVIEW TAPE 165%-171

LAKE WACGUARLE COUNCIL: LAKE WACGUARLE, PAST AND PRESENT: 4986,
(URPUBLLIEHED) = memm e



BLELIOGRAPHY

TAPED IWTERYVIEW WITH AHHE GEE OW 17TH OGCTOBER. A984.

UNTAPED LHTERVIEW WLITH ANWE GEE OW &TH OCTORBER. A986.

BOOKS

KL CLOUTON RELL'S WMLISTAKE.: LAKE MACGUARLE BHIRE
COUMETLY 19467

4. TURHER DOMH TO LAKE WMACBUARLEY BROADWEADOW ASRZ
LbWE WACGUARLE, PAST AND PRESENT. LAKE
WACGUARLE SHIRE. 4986 (UNPUBLLISWED)

ARTLCLE

AL.CL.GRAY EARLY SETTLEMENT OF BELWOWT N.B.W. 1864 -
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1E91, EYOHEY s 14985  (UHPUBLISHED)



